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NATIONAL PICKS 8 
Irish, Buckeyes, Mountaineers try to unseat 
the national champion Longhorns. 
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PLAYER RATINGS 36 
Outstanding backs and linemen are 
spread out around the country. 
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SCOPING THE NATION 50 
The 2006 championship race is wide 
open ... for a change. 


THE NATION 


Chasing a New Champion This Time 
Ranking all 119 Teams 


Lindy’s All-America Team 
Without, within ... you ain’t seen 
nothing like Mighty Quinn. 

The Master of Defense — 

That's the “Wizard of Poz” 


Lindy’s All-America Checklist 
Player ratings and features 
Top position groups 


Scoping the Nation 
College Football 2006: 


National title race promises excitement. 


Comeback players and BCS matchups. 
Few are on the coaching carousel. 
By Anthony Gimino 
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Spread of the Spread 
Offensive scheme branches out, 
while roots go deep. 

By Andrew Bagnato 


Characters Welcome 

Carroll, Weis stand out in the 
straight-laced coaching world. 
By John McGrath 


Keeping the Faith 

He's a football fanatic ... but God 
defines his life. 

By Bill Sorrell 


Quite a Quarter Century 

Great players and teams celebrate 
Lindy’s Anniversary. 

By Ben Cook 
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Tigers Helped Ease the Pain 
Hurricanes batter Louisiana, 
then LSU batters the ‘Canes. 
By Dave Moormann 


Conference USA Preview 
C-USA chase is again up for grabs. 
By Richard Scott 


Sun Belt Preview 
Louisiana-Lafayette should lead 
this competitive field. 

By Monte Hale 
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Year in Review 


Picking the SEC 
Around the SEC 
Rating the SEC by Position 


2005 SEC Leaders 


National Recruiting 
Breaking Down the Top 25 
By Rivals.com 


SEC Recruiting 

Gators chomp the competition, 
but SEC teams still strong overall. 
By Rivals.com 
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THE TEAMS 


Alabama 102 
Arkansas 110 
Arkansas State 216 
Auburn 118 
Florida 126 
een Florida Atlantic 217 
NATIONAL UNIT RATINGS 46 SS 
Top contenders boast the best units Florida International 218 
in their quest for the title. 
Georgia 134 
Kentucky 142 
Louisiana-Lafayette 219 
Louisiana-Monroe 220 
Louisiana Tech 223 
Louisville 211 
LSU 150 
a Ts Memphis 200 
CHARACTERS WELCOME 26 Middle Tennessee 221 
The college game needs personalities = — See 
again in the coaching ranks. Mississippi 158 
Mississippi State 166 
South Carolina 174 
South Florida 224 
Southern Miss 203 
Tennessee 182 
Troy 222 
Tulane 206 
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SPREAD OF THE SPREAD 18 Boe ue 
Defenses are trying to adjust to UCF 210 
today’s complex offenses. 
Vanderbilt 190 
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Letter from 
the Publisher 


This year marks the 25th year of Lindy’ producing college football annuals. Our first 
year in business was 1982 — we published Lindy’s SEC football. It was legendary coach 
Paul Bear Bryant’s last year of coaching. Another legend — Herschel Walker — won the 
Heisman. 

Five years later in 1987, Lindy’s published new regionals for the ACC, Big Ten, 
Pac-10, Southwest and Big 8 conferences. The Big 8 and Southwest conferences later 
merged and so did Lindy’s two issues. 

2006 marks the 25th anniversary of Lindy’s Southeastern magazine and the 20th 
anniversary of the other regionals. In all of our issues, we take a look back and bring you 
the highlights of the past 20/25 years. I think you will find it very entertaining and 
nostalgic. 

Lindy’s added our national college issue in 1998. We have a riveting feature on the 
LSU football team in this issue in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina that I think you will 
enjoy. 

It’s been a great 25 years for Lindy’. Thanks for letting us share our love and passion 
for college football with you. 


I hope you have enjoyed the issues as much as we have enjoyed bringing them to you. 


Sincerely, 


Lindy Davis 
Publisher 


P.S. Be sure and check out our new and enhanced website. I think you will like the 
changes we have made. Ben Cook is our editor and is doing a great job. 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2100 Centennial Drive, Suite 100 
Birmingham AL 35216 
P: 205-871-1182 + F: 205-871-1184 
E-mail: lindy@lindyssports.com 
www.lindyssports.com 
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Sez here that Irish are 
back where they ‘belong’ 


NOTRE DAME 


The “gone is the glory” talk of 2004 gave way to 
an entirely different spin in 2005: Notre Dame isn’t 
out-of-touch with modern college football, its aca- 
demic standards aren't too high, and you can recruit 
the best athletes to South Bend. 
All the Irish needed was the right coach. 
That Charlie Weis has already beaten USC 
for the plum of the 2007 recruiting class — QB Jimmy Clausen (from 
Southern California!) — is getting ahead of the game, but not beside 
the point. 

Notre Dame's 9-3 record in its first season under Crewcut Charlie 
gave notice that the Irish were back, and recruiting efforts suggest that 
Notre Dame is back ... for good. 

With 16 returning starters, including the nation’s best quarterback 
in Brady Quinn and an offense that should improve on its gaudy 477.3- 
yard average last season, the Irish will leave no doubt. 

They're back on top. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Tyrone Willingham won't get a statue out- 
side of Notre Dame Stadium, but give the man his due for bringing in 
the backbone — dare we say, heart and soul — of this championship- 
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caliber team. In one swoop, the glorious Class of 2003 included Brady 
Quinn, Jeff Samardzija, Tom Zbikowski, Victor Abiamiri, Ryan Harris, 
Trevor Laws, John Sullivan, Ambrose Wooden ... 

Now, picture that kind of senior class multiplied by four. That's the 
kind of team the Irish are going to have every year if Weis stays true to 
his word and stays in South Bend (commence rosaries). 

THE BAD NEWS: Notre Dame better grab its track shoes, because 
USC is still upset about the speed-killing knee-length grass (OK, so we 
exaggerate) at Notre Dame Stadium last season. Can the Irish handle 
teams with speed on a fast track? The lasting images of the Fiesta Bow! 
loss to Ohio State indicate they can't. 

Speaking of which, the Buckeyes, we say, will be waiting again for 
the Irish at the end of the road — in the national title game. But if improve- 
ments aren’t made to the Notre Dame defense (nearly 400 yards allowed 
per game last season), the Irish aren't going to get there. 

: Despite the defensive questions, these skies are not 
blue-gray skies, but sunny days. The schedule is demanding, with Yel- 
low Jackets, Nittany Lions, Wolverines, Spartans, Bruins and, ultimate- 
ly, Trojans, but if you’re good enough, you're good enough. Notre Dame 
is that. 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.cCoM 2006 


OHIO STATE 


il 5 | Hl Ik Rematch in the desert would be fine with Bucks 
; QB Troy Smith is the spittin’ image of this year’s 

Vince Young. The memories of him picking apart 
Notre Dame in the Fiesta Bowl suggest that we might have our 1-2 picks 
backward. That early September visit to Texas looms on the horizon 
through the summer, but even if the Bucks lose that one, they'll still be 
in position to win the Big Ten and challenge for the national title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Watch for top recruit tailback Chris Wells, 
who enrolled in January. He is built like one of the pillars at Ohio Stadi- 
um. Wells is a combination of speed and smash — the new Eddie George. 
(And starting RB Antonio Pittman is pretty good, too.) 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense needs nine new starters. But this 
is a top-tier Big Ten program. Somehow Jim Tressel will get it done. The 
front seven will be fine, with Indiana transfer LB John Kerr finally ready 
to contribute and JC transfer LB Larry Grant making a mark. 

This offense, with Smith and Ted Ginn Jr. as Heis- 
man candidates, is arguably better than the 2002 group that won the 
Fiesta Bowl and national title. The defense doesn’t have to be great. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Ingredients in place for Fiesta-style feast 

Beating Georgia in last season’s Sugar Bowl gave 

the program the legitimacy it needed from others 
around the country, and now here’s a recipe for a true national champi- 
onship contender: 1) The 'Eers have talent. 2) They will start in or near 
the top five. 3) They have a manageable Big East schedule. 4) Just add 
water and let it cook in the desert heat. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Rich Rodriguez has been able to mold the 
Spread option into a power running attack. Both quarterback Patrick 
White and tailback Steve Slaton are a threat to surpass 1,000 rushing 
yards this season. And they are only sophomores. 

THE BAD NEWS: Rodriguez has allowed the world — namely every 
college coach who asked — to come to his doorstep in the offseason 
to learn his version of the Spread. Will familiarity breed upsets? The 
toughest game on the schedule — Louisville — is on the road. 

We've been here before. West Virginia was hyped in 
2004 with Chris Henry and Pac-Man Jones, and then coughed up an 
8-4 hairball. But, really, there is no reason for fewer than 10 wins — or 
11, or 12. 


. TEXAS 


It wouldn’t be fair if VY was still here 

That 800-pound gorilla has left Austin. Mack Brown 

has spent the offseason gathering more hardware 
and recruits. When the Horns kick off, Brown will be just about done 
recruiting — for 2007. Those February victories have finally paid off in 
October (that would be at the Texas State Fair) and in January ... and 
that could very well continue. Beat Ohio State again, and we could be 
coloring that crystal football orange again. 

OOD NEWS: It’s not at all difficult to envision this team 
defending its title (yes, national, as well as Big 12). Sure, VY is gone, 
but quarterbacks Jevan Snead and/or Colt McCoy just have to manage 
the game. The rest of the offense is absolutely loaded. 

THE BAD NEWS: We can’t blame Young for leaving early to the 
NFL after all he did for the program, but still, it does make things a lit- 
tle different in the huddle, And there’s no difference-making TE David Thomas 
or record-setting PK David Pino (113 points in 05) anymore. 
L: The offense goes more conventional. The defense 
might be better. Texas will start and finish in the Top 10. The only ques- 
tion is, will it be closer to No. 10 or No. 1? 
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FLORIDA 


Expectations are high at this hoops school 

What in the name of Steve Spurrier is going on 

here? The Gators haven't even been to the SEC 
Championship Game since 2000, which underscores some of the gid- 
diness in Gainesville because this ... could ... be ... the ... year. Urban Meyer's 
teams at Bowling Green and Utah took off in a big way in his second sea- 
son, and Gator fans expect some of that action. They expect it all. And 
they expect it now. Just like hoops. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Chris Leak threw for 2,639 yards, 20 TDs and 
completed 62.8 percent of his passes. And that was in a down year. He'll 
have targets aplenty with Dallas Baker, Andre Caldwell coming back from 
injury and freshman Percy Harvin arriving. 

THE BAD NEWS: Meyer still was muttering about the running 
game in the spring — was the suggestion of playing without a tailback 
merely an idle threat? D-line should be strong, but fingers are crossed 
about shaky depth at linebacker and in the secondary. 

ALL: A fabulous recruiting class tells us that the right peo- 
ple are buying into Meyer's system. If he doesn’t get that SEC title this 
season, one should be right around the corner. 


USC 


No expiration date on Trojans’ excellence 

Get ‘em while you can, right? The Trojans are going 

through a transition that resembles the Miami power 
drain of 2003 and 2004, when the ‘Canes had nine first-round picks in 
two years. But what exactly do you think Pete Carroll has been doing? 
Putting together three consecutive No. 1 recruiting classes is what, chock- 
full of more first-round picks. His latest offseason haul will be seen imme- 
diately on offense ... and away they go. 

THE GOOD NEWS: USC is ridiculously deep at LB and even tin- 
kered with a 3-4 look in the spring. At least a half-dozen All-America 
candidates are scattered through the roster. At QB, Carroll must choose 
between two former No. 1 prospects. Geez ... tough life. 

THE BAD NEWS: You know about who isn’t throwing the ball and 
who isn’t running the ball. So, without Leinart/Bush/White, who will save 
the day in a schedule that includes non-conference games at Arkansas, 
vs. Nebraska and vs. Notre Dame? 

Jan. 4, 2006, wasn’t the expiration date of USC’s run 
of excellence. The Trojans won't be as immensely entertaining, but nei- 
et will they take a major step backward, thanks to a much-improved 

efense. 


OKLAHOMA 


Don’t forget about Sooners 

Most of last year’s troubles have been squared 

away. The Sooners got better as the season went 
along and capped a rebuilding season with an encouraging win over 
Oregon in the Holiday Bowl. While Texas has stolen away the national 
title, national limelight, and even Big 12 South dominance, these guys 
aren't going to go softly into the night; the Sooners still have won five 
of the past six meetings. 

E GOOD NEWS: Adrian Peterson is healthy. Get ready for 
1,500-yard season — at least — before he skips to the NFL. The defense 
is back to Stoops-like levels. Linebacker Rufus Alexander to trying to cap- 
ture the school’s third Butkus Award this decade. 

AD NEWS: That offensive line has to be rebuilt— again. Four 
starters from the Holiday Bowl are gone. And so is offensive coordinator 
Chuck Long (to become San Diego State’s head coach). Those losses, 
particularly the line, could be the difference between 8-4 and 11-1. 

: Oklahoma goes into the Texas game a pick ’em — 
which means the Big 12 and national titles will be at stake. With a healthy 
Peterson, all things are possible. 


LAE ST TA a a 


Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 9 


AUBURN 


TAI Are expectations Tigers’ biggest obstacle? 
ee” Since a bungled overthrow of coach Tommy 
Tuberville late in the in 2003 season, the Tigers 
have an SEC-high 22 victories, winning 16 of 17 conference games, 
including a league title. How do you like him now? There’s no regress 
in this Tigers team, with no personnel losses too big to overcome, even 
a 300-pound one like OT Marcus McNeill. On the other hand, high expec- 
tations have crushed Auburn before. 

THE GOOD NEWS: RB Kenny Irons plays his best in the biggest 
games, averaging 167.7 yards last season against LSU, Georgia and 
Alabama, all top 10 teams. Brandon Cox is just fine at QB, and there's 
not a palpable weakness anywhere to be found. 

THE BAD NEWS: Moderate area of concerns: OT, DT, depth at 
WR beyond Courtney Taylor. The schedule is as cake as an SEC slate can 
be, but there’s no open date, so it will be a grind. But did we mention 
high expectations? Yikes! 

The Tigers, with eight home games, play only three 
out-of-state contests, never having to leave the region. If all goes well 
(and it could), they face a long plane ride out to Arizona for the nation- 
al title game. 


CALIFORNIA 


‘Ted Heads’ primed to topple Trojan horse 

The Bears aren't reinventing their offense — they 

have averaged 34.4 points in coach Jeff Tedford’s 
four seasons — but simply adding some Spread elements to it, cour- 
tesy of former Northwestern assistant Mike Dunbar. Brilliant! Tedford 
remains the most credible threat to USC’s league dominance, and he 
doesn’t even need another first-round pick at quarterback this season. 
Merely ordinary QB play from maybe a longshoreman ... or at least a 
Nate Longshore or Joe Ayoob. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Blare it with a trumpet: RB Marshawn Lynch 
is going to have a monster season, excelling in a run-catch role in the 
new offense. Pretty much everything else is set, with talented WRs, 
studly LBs, shut-down corners and DT Brandon Mebane. 

THE BAD NEWS: The safety position needs to be upgraded to 
match the rest of the defense ... but that’s nitpicking. Getting the 
Pac-10 title probably requires a win at the L.A. Coliseum, and that’s a 
high standard. Opening at Tennessee will be tricky, too. 

;ALL: Unlike the 2004 season, Cal should not be denied an 
at-large BCS berth. Berkeley “Ted Heads” have reason to target the 
league’s automatic bid. The Bears could be that good. 


LSU 


Resilience counts for a lot ... and so does talent 

Given the backdrop of death, destruction and dis- 

placed lives, LSU’s 2005 season meant nothing ... 
and everything. In one of those put-sports-in-context moments, the 
post-Katrina Tigers gave physical comfort when they could and then 
spread good cheer with a stirring 11-2 season, capped by an SEC Cham- 
pionship Game appearance and a 40-3 smashing of Miami in the Peach 
Bowl. With talent galore and a renewed chance to concentrate on their 
tasks on the field, LSU is back for more. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Tigers have a wealth of skill at QB, need- 
ing only to find the right rotation (or none at all). DBs LaRon Landry and 
Jessie Daniels are veterans who don’t have much trouble against SEC 
passers. And you won't find a more resilient team. 

THE BAD NEWS: No team immediately finds replacements for 
all-star DTs such as Kyle Williams and Claude Wroten. RB Alley Brous- 
sard is no sure thing coming back from injury, but he’s a few months 
ahead of RB Justin Vincent, also rehabbing an ACL. 

: It will take more than games at Auburn, Florida, Ten- 
nessee and Arkansas to intimidate these guys. That said, the SEC’s most 
talented team does get downgraded a bit because of the schedule. 
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Ln MICHIGAN 


It’s bounce-back time ... or at least it better be 

That construction at the Big House is a metaphor 

for the program. Coming off the school’s worst 
record since 1984 (7-5), it would help if Lloyd Carr and the Wolverines 
would bounce back strong ... and winning the Big Ten in ’06 would be 
just the thing. New coordinators on both sides of the ball need to trans- 
late the staff moves from “shake up” to “improvement.” 

THE GOOD NEWS: Juniors Michael Hart and Chad Henne seem 
like grizzled veterans. After a fantastic debut in '04, they slid back a bit 
in 05. The new star on the horizon is WR Mario Manningham. He's the 
guy who beat Penn State in the final seconds. 

THE BAD NEWS: What is this team’s identity? It gave up 32 
points to Nebraska in the bowl game, lost to Ohio State at home, but hand- 
ed Penn State its only loss. Is this the slow decline and fall of Carr, or 
was last season just a bump in the road? 

Michigan must reassert itself in a typically strong 
Big Ten. As usual, the schedule is tough. These Wolverines are going to 
have to do something special to overcome Ohio State at the top of the 
league. 


@ 2» FLORIDA STATE 


Pressure is on Seminole offense to produce 

There isn't a defending conference champion with 

more question marks. Quarterback, offensive line, 
running game? Take your pick. Good thing the rest of the ACC coaches 
have similar problems to solve. How balanced is the league? FSU’s 8-5 
mark last season was the worst record of any I-A conference champi- 
on other than Arkansas State. Chances are, it'll take something better 
than that this year ... and something way better to contend nationally. 

THE GOOD NEWS: True freshman defensive back Myron Rolle 
blew into town a semester early and blew the Seminoles away. The 
school’s great d-back tradition should be enhanced by this playmaker. 
Here’s thinking QB Drew Weatherford comes into his own. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense lost four high picks to the NFL 
draft, but there’s more pressure than ever on Jeff Bowden to improve 
the offense that had the seventh-worst running game in the nation. Offen- 
sive line, get tougher. 

A loss in the opener would be Florida State's sixth 
loss inside of 11 months — officially qualifying as a habit. There’s no 
guarantee the ‘Noles will be better, but they're good enough to take 
the ACC 


LOUISVILLE 


Avoid a hiccup, and these Cards might deal 


Bobby Petrino keeps flirting with other jobs and keeps 
coming back to Louisville. He turned down three 


a 
PA OUISVILLE 4 
different bids from the Oakland Raiders in the offseason. He’s got a great 
thing going where he is. Now in a big-time conference, the ‘Ville can 


make a legitimate run at the table with all the chips ... 
Glendale, Ariz. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Brian Brohm’s knee has rehabbed 
remarkably quickly, and he is expected to be 100 percent for the sea- 
son. TB Michael Bush ignored the NFL, which means Louisville gets 
back the fastest 250-pound tailback in the country. 

THE BAD NEWS: Petrino had the national Defensive Player of 
the Year in Elvis Dumervil ... and the defense still struggled at times. The 
D has plenty of talent but can’t afford a hiccup like the one it experi- 
enced last year at South Florida (a 45-14 defeat). 

Louisville has averaged 53 points per home game in 
the past two seasons. The schedule displays a chance for a special run: 
The Cards play only four bowl teams, and their two biggest foes (Miami 
and West Virginia) will be the visitors. 


this year it’s in 


WWLU.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2006 


¥ pel a) 
It's poker time at Nine! 


Bs I i 


ie < 
’ as me Ay Pane it ‘ ce Be, 
g ce RS y . Bs a Be *, 
2) Oe ie ‘ 
oe ris - ie a ae 
ee 3 b 
; é ay i 
a eg ege a a 
LR tin iis 
‘ pap Bs 
"; y - 
Ve 


ODONGCOMis 
Non-stop poker action 
around the clock! 


ie ee | 


1.866. bet(238)-9999 You game? 
www.9poker.com/lindys 


GEORGIA 


Can Dawgs make it a fifth Top 10 in a row? 

The Dawgs have four consecutive Top 10 AP fin- 

ishes (only USC can also make that claim) and still 
have plenty left in the tank. The thing that likely will bite them this time, 
though, is that they don’t have David Greene or D.J. Shockley at quar- 
terback. There might be a whole lot of neck straining to see when fresh- 
man Matthew Stafford is ready, but a somewhat benign early schedule 
allows time to figure it out. 

THE GOOD NEWS: To get to 8-0 before the Florida game, the 
Bulldogs basically need to take care of their home games and get a win 
at South Carolina in Week 2. Lots of RBs will keep the chains moving, 
and the defensive front seven ranks with the SEC’s best. 

THE BAD NEWS: Fifth-year senior QB Joe Tereshinski, while 
gutty, isn’t in the same class as his predecessors. The RBs are good; are 
any great? O-line replaces three starters. Secondary is three-fourths 
new. Loss of 13 position starters simply might be too great. 

YALL: The convergence of Florida’s improvement and Geor- 
gia’s slight step back is enough to transfer power in the SEC East, if only 
for a season. Another New Year's Day bowl should help ease the pain. 


UTAH 


Shades of 2004 and a perfect run 

Neither Boise State nor Fresno State in the WAC 

appear to be Top 25 timber. The MAC doesn’t have 
an ace team. Conference USA could be led by (yawn) Tulsa. That leaves 
Utah to be this season's designated BCS buster, made more possible by 
the addition of two more at-large teams to the big-bowl mix. If a “mid- 
major” finishes 12th or better in the BCS standings, they get an auto- 
matic bid. Could even a one-loss Utah team make the cut? 

THE GOOD NEWS: The quarterback position is talented and 
deep, including 2005 starter Brian Johnson, expected to be ready this 
summer after ACL surgery. Combo DB Eric Weddle goes for another 
MWC Defensive Player of the Year award. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offense needs to find a running back, and 
in a hurry, with the season opening at UCLA. In addition to that, there is 
a tricky scheduling two-step with a home game against Boise State on 
Sept. 30, followed by a Thursday meeting with TCU (who's idea was 
that?). 

: Fifteen starters return from a 7-5 team that pum- 
meled Georgia Tech in a bowl, and enough players are left who recall the 
undefeated mojo of 2004. The Utes are on the verge of becoming BCS 
regulars. 


MIAMI 


Will staff shakeup jumpstart Canes? 

Everything seemed to be cooking after a huge win 

at Virginia Tech in November, and then the Canes 
went 2-2 in their final four games. Larry Coker turned over half the coach- 
ing staff after a disappointing loss to LSU in the Peach Bowl. Was that 
the problem? Will this prove to be the right move? Was it enough? If 
not, Coker will find himself on an even hotter seat. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This defense could be as good as any in 
Coral Gables in a long time. It held Kirby Freeman and Kyle Wright to 77 
total passing yards in the spring game. Still, it’s a unit that seemed to 
stop playing as it gave up 40 points to LSU. 

THE BAD NEWS: In many ways, Wrightis still a work in progress. 
That’s not good news when there seems to be a dearth of playmaking 
receivers. At first glance, there is no difference-making tailback on the 
roster, but Tyrone Moss is trying to make it back from knee problems. 

Another 9-3 season won't be enough. Double-digit 
victories are expected — and 14 games overall might be the key factor: 
That means at least a division title. 
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BCS busters? Frogs might fit the bill 

Somebody has to keep the national championship 

trophy in the state, and if it’s not the hook-em- 
Horns people, it just might be the Horned Frogs. A stretch? Sure, but 
it’s not a leap to think that a team with a 10-game winning streak that 
returns four first-team All-Mountain West performers can run the table, 
or at least get into the top 12 in the BCS rankings to get into a BCS bowl. 
This shouldn’t be a shock: TCU is 43-18 in Gary Patterson's five seasons 
as head coach. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The defensive line returns two all-confer- 
ence ends in juniors Tommy Blake and Chase Ortiz. The offense is excel- 
lent, but defense is the calling card, with 26 interceptions and 40 turnovers 
last season, both national bests. 

THE BAD NEWS: Four starters are gone from the offensive line 
(all-star tackle Herb Taylor is back, however), so clearing holes for a 
three-headed monster at tailback is the main concern. And, hey, it’s hard 
to forget that these guys lost to SMU last year. 

: The toughest games come in the first month — Texas 
Tech and BYU at home, then at Utah — and if the Frogs survive, they'll 
be building toward a BCS-busting finish. 


CLEMSON 


Win close ones, and Tigers could win big one 

The Tigers just have to be alittle better to produce 

results that are a whole lot better. Of their four 
losses last season, two were in overtime, one was by a point and the other 
was by four. As it was, Clemson won six of its final seven with an intim- 
idating defense and a balanced offense. QB Charlie Whitehurst is gone, 
but fifth-year senior Will Proctor (talk about patience) finally gets his 
chance, and his athleticism is a better fit, anyway. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The defense allowed 10 or fewer points in 
five of the last seven games, and seven starters are back, including star- 
quality DE Gaines Adams and LB Anthony Waters. The offensive line, return- 
ing intact, is one of the best in the nation. 

THE BAD NEWS: Early games at Boston College and Florida 
State could knock the wind out of the season by mid-September. A lit- 
tle more offensive pop is necessary for the Tigers to avoid upset loss- 
es, as in recent years (to Duke and twice to Wake Forest). 

YALL: Getting nine wins should be the minimum standard, 
and that’s conceding games at BC, FSU and Virginia Tech. Win a couple 
of those, and Clemson might just walk away with the title and its first 
BCS bid. 


ARIZONA STATE 


Can Transfer Tech get the defense it needs? 

Sam or Rudy? Keller or Carpenter? Says coach 

Dirk Koetter, “We wish we had this problem at 
every position.” What he has are two QBs who could be first-team All- 
Pac-10. The job (for now) goes to Keller, the senior who had 20 touch- 
downs in eight games before a thumb injury. Carpenter, a sophomore, 
came in and led the nation in passing efficiency. Know this: the offense 
will fly. 

THE GOOD NEWS: A young receiving corps is boosted by the 
move of Rudy Burgess from tailback, clearing the way for Keegan Her- 
ring to be a 1,000-yard rusher. D-line could (finally) be nasty if a trio of 
transfers from four-year schools lives up to billing. 

THE BAD NEWS: The linebacker unit needs patching together. 
A new nine-game conference schedule means the Devils open at Cal, a 
school they were supposed to miss. Koetter, whose team also plays at 
USC, is 0-10 in Pac-10 games in California. 

Put it this way: This season had better be something 
along the lines of 10-wins special because Koetter hasn't wowed the fan 
base. He’s 32-28 in five years, 17-23 in conference games. 
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We can make your Dream Ticket a reality... 
let us take YOU out to the ball game today! 


For more details, visit us online or call us toll free at 
1-888-999-2387, and mention the promo code 
LINDYSTIX to participate. 


Promo code: 


LI N DYSTI xX *We have tickets to alll your favorite Sipe hs ianaenessiai = €Ton SPORTS 


sporting and entertainment events, Your team. Your game. 


VIRGINIA TECH 
Bad losses need to be quickly forgotten 
Frank Beamer’s Hokies were on the cusp of becom- 
ing the dominant ACC program until a bad Novem- 
ber loss to Miami. And that was followed by a surprising loss to Florida 
State in the ACC championship game. That doesn’t mean they're falling 
off the Earth, but the Hokies did lose their two biggest games of the sea- 
son, and the rest of the league isn’t going away, even though talented/trou- 
bled QB Marcus Vick has. 

THE GOOD NEWS: What's wrong with being a pocket passer? 
Sean Glennon isn’t embarrassing himself or the program, so the depar- 
ture of Vick might be addition by subtraction. A deep corps of receivers, 
and oodles of candidates at running back, makes the transition easier. 

THE BAD NEWS: Virginia Tech, No. 1 in total defense in ‘05, 
loses a bevy of stars (DE Jimmy Williams and DE Darryl Tapp). Although 
new stars are at the ready — watch for sophomore CB Victor “Macho” 
Harris — this could tax all of Beamer’s extensive strategic skills. 

The program must be rebuilt around a punishing run- 
ning game until Glennon gets settled in. Virginia Tech should be 5-0 
when it goes to Boston College on Oct. 12. 


PENN STATE 


yeCrAT 
Bop ict) | All the way back, or was that a one-shot deal? 


Joe Paterno rebuilt, now he has to shore up the foun- 
dation. The Lions have a combination of a new 
quarterback and an inexperienced offensive line, which seems to make 
arun at the Big Ten virtually impossible. Still, these guys are confident, 
talented at the other skill positions, super-strong at linebacker and hell- 
bent on showing that last year’s 11-win season wasn’t merely an aber- 


ration. 

THE GOOD NEWS: A knee injury kept All-American LB Paul 
Posluszny from leaving early for the NFL. He'll be anchoring the strength 
of the team this fall. On offense, running backs Tony Hunt and Austin 
Scott will have to carry the load, at least early. 

THE BAD NEWS: Former Penn State great Jack Ham said Antho- 
ny Morelli has the quickest release he has seen since Terry Bradshaw. 
Others aren't so sure about the less-mobile Morelli’s ability to replace 
Michael Robinson. 

} CALL: By Sept. 24, the Lions will have traveled to Notre 
Dame and Ohio State. That's potentially two losses before October. This 
looks like a third-place team in the Big Ten, at best. 


NEBRASKA 


ec: Huskers climb back to top of Big 12 North 


The Huskers have to be the favorites in a dimin- 

ished Big 12 North. Bill Callahan, after taking Nebras- 

ka through a sometimes-painful transition, is in his third season and 

established a hint of momentum with a thrilling bowl win over Michigan. 

Both sides of the line are developing a personality, and if that offensive 

line can keep quarterback Zac Taylor upright, the offense could evolve 

into something very good. 

THE. GOOD NEWS: The running game is back, at least it was in 

the spring. Tailbacks Cody Glenn and Marlon Lucky combined for 182 

yards in the spring game. That’s a good and important sign after the 

Huskers, almost unthinkably, finished last in the Big 12 in rushing. 

THE BAD NEWS: If the bevy of recruits gathered in 2004 and 2005 

don’t pan out, Nebraska is in trouble. Logic would dictate that this is the 

year the talent starts contributing. Lucky, for example, was pursued 

aggressively by USC. The teams play Sept. 16 in L.A. — bad news or 

opportunity? 

 ( Nebraska is finally turning the corner, and this has 

the look of a nine-win team. With half the Big 12 North transitioning to 
new coaches, Nebraska is the class of the division. 
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OREGON 


Rough schedule could limit top end 
OREGOM | pbac-10 team able to score with anyone ... work to 
do on defense. The Ducks fit the conference stereo- 
type, right down to the excess of quarterbacks, with Dennis Dixon and 
Brady Leaf each having moments in the sun last season in relief of injured 
Kellen Clemens. Their competition — the edge goes to the more-athlet- 
ic Dixon — might be the most riveting Ducks discussion, but finding a 
replacement for DT Haloti Ngata is more important. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore RB Jonathan Stewart is a bud- 
ding star, helped by a line that returns intact. Between Dixon (running 
out of the spread) and Leaf (drop-back passer), the Ducks can make all 
the throws ... with the WRs to catch them. 

THE BAD NEWS: The schedule-maker has not been kind. Con- 
ference games include trips to ASU, Cal, USC and Oregon State (where 
the Ducks have lost four in a row). Non-conference games are at Fres- 
no State and vs. Oklahoma. 

: The Ducks had their bounce-back season in 2005 
and now appear to be solidly back in the top half of the volatile (other 
than USC) conference. With a kinder schedule, Oregon would be a bit 
higher in the rankings. 


TEXAS TECH 


Air show continues in Lubbock 

The Red Raiders will have their fifth starting quar- 

terback in five years — with no definitive word 
after spring about who it would be. But coach Mike Leach ain't sweat- 
ing it. Yeah, it’s the system ... and it’s spectacular. Tech could/should 
lead the nation in passing for the fourth consecutive season; last year's 
fantabulous numbers included 388.8 yards per game and a national- 
high 588 attempts in 12 games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore Graham Harrell or redshirt fresh- 
man Chris Todd will saddle up the offense, and each has the proper pedi- 
gree to go nutso in this offense. The defense is no longer easy prey and 
is helped by the return of two linemen from injuries. 

THE BAD NEWS: RB Taurean Henderson did a lot of everything 
and won't be easily replaced. The secondary has holes. The non-con- 
ference schedule includes TCU and UTEP — this shapes up as a huge 
“opportunity game” for the underlings — before the Big 12 season gets 
hot and heavy. 

} CALL: The Red Raiders have been 18th and 20th in the past 
two AP season-ending rankings, and they seem to have found that level 
again — stuck below Texas and Oklahoma, but at least ahead of Texas 


IOWA 


Reduced expectations, increased production 

lowa withered to 7-5 last season amid some pre- 

dictions of a Big Ten title (but not at Lindy’s), but 
now the Hawks might be somewhat overlooked rather than overrated. 
Kirk Ferentz’s team will be typically tough up front on offense, and quar- 
terback Drew Tate probably still has some of the magic dust left over from 
2004. Chances are, lowa will be a little better than last year. And if not, 
who cares? The schedule is easier. 

THE GOOD NEWS: About that schedule ... there’s no Penn State, 
which leaves games vs. Ohio State and at Michigan as lowa’s big, scary 
monsters. If the Hawkeyes lose anywhere else, it will be an upset. 

THE BAD NEWS: Star LBs Chad Greenway and Abdul Hodge 
aren’t around anymore to clean up the mess left by the defensive line. 
This season, DE Ken lwebema and pals will have to help out the line- 
backers, not the other way around. 

With Ohio State camped on top, the Big Ten title isn’t 
exactly there for the taking. But who’s to stop lowa from being second? 
Maybe only the Hawks themselves. 
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What Can | Win? 

Grand Prize $10,000 ‘ 

2nd Place $9,000 This year, add even more excitement to the college 

3rd Place $2,000 : 

4th Place $1,000 football season by being a player, not a spectator. 

5th Place $500 In Fantasy Cup College Football 2006, you can win 
6th — 10th Place $250 $10,000 plus bragging rights. The top 250 team owners 


11th-25th Place $150 : | ; a 
26th —100th Place $100 win. cash! There are tons of other prizes too — for a total 


101st- 250th Place $50 of $70,000 — including 100 winners each week! 


Meokly prizes, onl Each season entry is $19.95 - buy 2 for $29.95 
ond Place $200 Unlimited trades each week 
3rd Place $100 Trade token packages available are: 
RI 
6 tokens for $15 
tith25th lace $20 11 tokens for $25 
26th—100th Place Cool 
merchandise worth $20 each! How do | play? 
@ Select exactly 8 schools from the list below without 
exceeding your initial $10 million play budget. 
Your 8 schools will score points each week based on 


how they perform on the field. 


BONUS Points—Offense ONUS Points—Defense & BONUS Points 

Passing Yards over 300=5 points Passing Yards Under 150=5 points Win = 10 points 

Rushing Yards over 200=5 points Rushing Yards Under 100=5 point Loss = -10 points 

E ‘ Shutout = 10 points 

f ‘very Sack Allowed = -1 point Every Sack =1 point Getting Shutout = -10 points 

pen ot oint _ Every Interception = -1 point Every Interception = 1 point Upset Top 25 Team = 20 points 
=U ) Beat Lesser Top 25 Team = 10 points 


S$ 


Put 7 Wyatier four (a for ti Quzuiny sCecit ay Noun, saul 
D onlieatahiaerciiasvertacom or callloliroperators at 888 


onal’ 1-A schools are eligible to be selected as well. 
hae school. No purchase necessary. Must be 18 years of age. 
Grand Prize. Team values above are valid for first two weekends of the season. 


Void where prohibited. Nol OMemaliephirated vith tt 
You may enter at anytime prior Beserng Kea September 17, 2 


So you think you know college football? Here is your chance to prove it! WIN $10,000! 


RATING THE TEAMS I-llS 


1. Notre Dame ...IND 11, Michigan .....BigTen 2 16,Miami........ACC 21, Penn State ....Big Ten 30 
12. Florida State .. .ACC 1 
8. Auburn .......SEC 18, Clemson ...... 
20. Virginia Tech . .ACC 25. lowa . BigTen 4 


lo. Team Conf. Conf. Rank 0, Team Conf. Conf. Rank 
26. Boston College ACC 5 Second ACC go-round could be rugged ... but don’t count ’em out. 73. Washington PAC-10 10  Once-mighty Huskies have won three Pac-10 games in two years, 
27, Tulsa CUSA 1 Defending league champs back for more with 16 returning starters. 74. UAB CUSA 6 Figuring out who replaces QB Darrell Hackney is Job 1. 
28. Tennessee SEC 5 Vols need the the Erik Ainge from 2004 (not 2005) to show up. 75, New Mexico MWC 5 New 0-coordinator Bob Toledo, but no more Dontrell Moore at RB. 
29. Texas A&M Big12 5 — Onthe rise, but not yet a consistent threat to Texas, Oklahoma. 76. \tinois BigTen 10 Oklahoma O-line transfer Akim Millington a key addition. 
30. Rutgers BigEast 3 Greg Schiano has officially pulled Rutgers out of its long slumber. 77. NC. State ACC 11 Unexpected draft exodus (Mario Williams, et al) hits Pack hard. 
31, UTEP CUSA 2 QB Jordan Palmer leads Mike Price’s explosive offense. 78, Louisiana Tech WAC 5  Hastied for third in WAC past two seasons ... but won't this year. 
32. Purdue BigTen 5 Easy early sked should have Boilers 4-0 heading to Notre Dame. 79, San Diego State MWC 6 Chuck Long gets a chance to reform chronic underachievers, 
33. Arkansas SEC 6 Enough of that two-year rebuilding plan; Hogs ready to feast. 80. Indiana BigTen 11 A 4-7 debut under Terry Hoeppner seen as reason for optimism. 
34. Georgia Tech ACC 6  Fourstraight seven-win seasons; could be more this year. 81. Miami (Ohio) MAC 4 — WRireturner Ryne Robinson is MAC's most exciting player. 
35. South Carolina SEC 7 Spurrier’s young team is absolutely loaded for bear ... in 2007. 82. Mississippi State SEC 11 Sylvester Croom likes “team togetherness" in his third season, 
36. Alabama SEC 8 Defense isn't strong enough this season to win games by itself. 83. La-Lafayette  SunBelt 1 Cajuns ride strong 2005 finish to their first Sun Belt championship, 
37. UCLA PAC-10 5 Loss of offensive firepower has Bruins slipping to middle of Pac-10. 84, Connecticut Big East 6 Perhaps all those 2005 injuries will lead to great 2006 depth. 
38. Michigan State  BigTen 6 — With exciting QB Drew Stanton, MSU ends two-year bow! drought. 85. Western Michigan MAC 5 — QBRyan Cubit, playing for dad Bill, gets sixth season of eligibility. 
39. Nevada WAC 1 Pack brings back 14 starters from a team that won nine games. 86. Memphis CUSA 7 — Without DeAngelo Williams, gaining fourth straight bow! will be tough. 
40. lowa State Big12 6 Bret Meyer looks like the Big 12's best quarterback. 87. Baylor Big!2 12 Wins over Oklahoma State, lowa State showed progress. 
41, Maryland ACC 7 Back to back losing seasons? Ralph Friedgen will correct that. 88. SMU CUSA 8 Ponies, 5-6 last season, aim for first winning season since 1997, 
42. Akron MAC 1 Defending MAC champs have league's best 0B — Luke Getsy. 89, UNLV MWC 7 _ Big-time transfers, including QB Rocky Hinds, give new hope, 
43, Boise State WAC 2 — Chris Petersen will win WAC titles, just like his predecessors, 90. Cincinnati BigEast 7 Offense not yet improved enough for Bearcats to make a move. 
44, UCF CUSA 3 Golden Knights went from zero to eight (victories) in one season. 91. Air Force MWC = 8 __AFAllost ground recently to rival Navy and the Mountain West, 
45. Arizona PAC-10 6 Sneaking into the postseason for first time since 98 is worthy goal. 92. Syracuse BigEast 8 Orange will get more than last season's one win ... but not a lot. 
46. BYU MWC = 3_Offense shows signs of the good ol’ days at BYU. 93, Ohio MAC 6 Frank Solich’s first team was last in the MAC in passing. 
47. Southem Miss  CUSA 4 — The model program for success in C-USA; will contend again. 94, Vanderbilt SEC 12  Dores squandered chance to surge with Jay Cutler at 08. 
48, Missouri Bigi2 7  OQBChase Daniel takes over for record-setting Brad Smith. 95. Wyoming MWC 9 — Cowboys ended last season on a six-game losing streak, 
49, Houston CUSA 5 — Cougars could steal C-USA title behind high-flying passing game, 96. BowlingGreen MAC 7 Offense just can’t be as good without 0B Omar Jacobs. 
50. Wisconsin BigTen 7 — Notenough here to be Big Ten contenders for coach Bret Bielema. 97. Duke ACC 12 — Blue Devils in ACC games this decade: 3-45. 
51. Pittsburgh BigEast 4 — Dave Wannstedt needs to coax a better year out of QB Tyler Palko. 98. East Carolina CUSA 9  WRAundrae Allison is a big-play threat for coach Skip Holtz. 
52. Hawaii WAC 3 In Hawaii's offense, look for Colt Brennan to lead nation in passing. 99, Army IND 3 Won four of last five games, losing only to Navy. 
53, Oklahoma State Big12 8  — Bobby Reid made big improvement in his accuracy in the spring, 100, Ball State MAC 8 _ Brady Hoke's three-year record with the Cardinals; 10-24, 
54, Fresno State WAC 4 — Four-game skid to end last season — motivation or trend? 101. Marshall CUSA 10 Herd coming off 4-7 record, first losing season since 1983. 
55. Northern Illinois MAC 2 Garrett Wolfe rushed for 1,588 yards in nine games last season. 102. Central Michigan MAC 9 — New (QB will make it hard to repeat 5-3 record in MAC games. 
56, South Florida BigEast 5 Bulls seem to be right on the edge of another bowl game. 103. Troy Sun Belt 2 Turing to JC transfer QB Omar Haugabook in new passing offense. 
57. Colorado Big12 9 Dan Hawkins era might not start with a bang, but he'll get there, 104. Tulane CUSA 11 Katrina forced Tulane to play in 11 different cities last year, 
58. Toledo MAC 3 _ Eamed at least a share of division title in four of past five years, 105. North Texas Sun Belt 3  Jamario Thomas trying to regain form (2004 rushing NCAA champ). 
59. Oregon State PAC-10 7 — Matt Moore must cut down on interceptions for Beavers to rise. 106. Rice CUSA 12 Todd Graham comes in as new coach and puts in the Spread. 
60. Ole Miss SEC 9 — Ed Orgeron’s strong recruiting yields new QB Brent Schaeffer. 107. Arkansas State © Sun Belt 4 Changes in the backfield likely preclude back-to-back titles. 
. Stanford PAC-10 8 Offense finally passable ... but now the defense rebuilds, 108. La.-Monroe Sun Belt 5  NCAAsaid “Indians” must go ... so now they're the Warhawks. 
. Northwestern  BigTen 8 — RB Tyrell Sutton will carry offense while new QB gets feet wet. 109. Utah State WAC 6 — Second year in WAC should be a lot like the first one (3-8 overall). 
. Wake Forest ACC 8 Deacons have postseason ability after three losing seasons. 110. San Jose State WAC 7 Dick Tomey's crew probably still a year or two away. 
. Navy IND Breaking in a new QB won't stop Mids from getting to another bowl. 111, Fla-International Sun Belt 6 Rebuilding and difficult schedule equals another losing season. 
. Kansas Big 12 Lucky Jayhawks: Oklahoma, Texas, Texas Tech leave schedule. 112. Middle Tennessee Sun Belt 7 New coach Rick Stockstill has vast background in all offenses. 
. Minnesota Big Ten Gophers’ running game, ergo the offense, won't be as potent. 113. Kent State MAC 10 Golden Flashes go from very young to simply young. 
. Washington State PAC-10 Cougs have WR Jason Hill; might really miss RB Jerome Harrison. 114, Idaho WAC 8 Dennis Erickson will make a difference, but Vandals have far to go. 
. Kansas State Big 12 Ron Prince won't immediately have the burden of high expectations. 115, Eastern Michigan MAC Eagles have gone 4-7 in each of two years under Jeff Genyk. 
. Kentucky SEC Wildcats need winning season for Rich Brooks’ job security. 116, New Mexico State WAC Hal Mumme's schemes should begin to take hold in Year 2. 
. North Carolina ACC John Bunting carries on after a 24-36 record in five seasons, 117. Fla. Atlantic Sun Belt Given more time, the Owls will be one of Sun Belt's best teams. 
. Colorado State MWC Defense needs major improvement for Rams to challenge in MWC. 118. Buffalo MAC Tough place for ex-Nebraska QB Tumer Gill's first chance as head coach. 
. Virginia ACC Hefty personnel losses to the NFL send Cavs reeling for a year. 119. Temple IND New coach Al Golden has only one way to go—up. 
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Terry, Howie, Jimmy... 


(and Dan, Boomer, Chris and Phil) 


Viewers don’t want to know who’s going to win straight up - 


they can figure that out 


On 
erauoUelin 


EXD) SUES 


Exclusive power ratings 
Updates, background 
Series histories 


go though the roof! So get smart. Subscribe for 


We even send you a midweek update! Our Early Bi 
coffee and cake! 


also available at www.jim 


Free Pre-Season Hotline Picks! 


’s goi ut to win, 
i ! We know the WHOLE DRILL. Who's going all out to win, 
ee puipsateebntors and how long their starters will be ia 
’ the game. That’s why we win and so can you! Build four wee' 
of bankroll FREE! 
ECOND GUARANTEE... 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


FIRST GUARANTEE WITH A S$ 
il or get September - A $100 Value - 


PLUS PLL BACK UP 


you must win in Aug’ 


Hey folks, you’re invited, too! 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted: Visa, MC, AMEX, Disc. 
Jim Hurley’s Network 366 No. Broadway, Suite 410, Jericho, NY 11753 


themselves! 


They want to know who’s going 

to beat the Las Vegas spread. 

Listen to me Terry, if YOU don’t have the inside slants and sharp 
betting angles you need, maybe you should subscribe to my Jim 
Hurley's NETWORK BULLETIN — It’s got what your audience wants: 


Motivational spin 
Schedule stresses 
Lookaheads, letdowns 


And Howie, it all comes to focus in my weekly Picks & Previews - 
where I do matchups and analysis of all upcoming college and NFL games 
— with special emphasis on Best Bets and Upset Specials that win an 
amazing 65% (remember: these picks are made six days in advance!) 


Because instead of hiding behind generalities (“I like Miami on this one”) you'll be 
specific — not just who's going to win...But who's going to COVER....and BY HOW MUCH. 


Your ratings will go through the roof because your audience’s winnings will 


the full season and get 22 issues of 


© the Bulletin from now to the Superbowl, mailed first class or emailed every Sunday Night. 


rd rate is only $60- that’s not even 


Trial Subscription 
Issues $15 
includes 

College and NFL 

Preview issues 


2006 
Lookahead. 


hurley.com 


 .,, 2006 
Situational 
Min Finder 


Merge 

¢ 2006 Lookahead/Letdown Report’ Targets 
this season’s peaks and valleys with uncanny 
accuracy. College / NFL. A $29 value. 

¢ 2006 Situational Win Finder’ Predictive 
method shows you how to evaluate schedule 
quirks in points. Simply add/subtract for winner. 
Comes with power ratings, conversion tables. 
Sells at $29. * while Supplies Last! 


Illustration by Bruce MacPherson 


The Spread has branched out to every corner of the country, with the map (above) showing some of the 
new and old practitoners. Here's further details on who uses it, and how. 


@ TEXAS 


Without implementation of the read 
option, with Vince Young in the shotgun, 
the Horns wouldn't be national champs. 


@ wa 


Big-time passers — Drew Bledsoe, Ryan 
Leaf, et al. — have excelled in Mike 
Price’s one-back system that remains 
under Bill Doba. Price uses it at UTEP. 
@ WEST VIRGINIA 

This is the favorite offseason spot for 
coaches who want to study the way Rich 
Rodriguez runs the Spread. 


@ BAVLOR 


The Bears are going to the Spread this 
season under first-year coordinator Lee 
Hays, who helped West Texas A&M lead 
Division II in passing last year. 


@ puRDU 


Joe Tiller brought his “basketball on 
grass” from Wyoming in 1996 ... and 
there went the days of three-yards-and-a- 
cloud-of-dust in Woody and Bo’s Big Ten. 


) 


With QB Troy Smith at the helm, the 
Buckeyes dabbled in the Spread last year 
and will do more in 2006. Vince Young 
Part II? 

@ FLORIDA 


Urban Meyer's offenses at Bowling Green 
and Utah took off in the second year of 
his Spread offense. Gator fans expect the 
same in Year 2. 


@ TEXAS TECH 

Mike Leach uses his Spread offense, with 
wide splits between the linemen, in order 
to pass nearly two-thirds of the time. 


Joe Paterno, never too old to learn new 
tricks, added the read option Spread (and 
some talented freshmen) to his repertoire 
in the 2005 bounce-back season. 


With new Spread elements last season, the 
Ducks improved previous year’s production 
by 10 points and 60 yards per game. 


@ CAL 

There’s nothing wrong with Jeff Tedford’s 
offense, but he hired Northwestern assis- 
tant Mike Dunbar to fatten the playbook 
with the Spread. 

@ NORTHWESTERN 


Randy Walker got his stuff from Tulane 
in the late ‘90s when Rich Rodriguez and 
Tommy Bowden were there ... and now 
Walker is one of the experts. 


Q f 1A VAI 


June Jones’ Run-N-Shoot allowed Timmy 
Chang to recently rewrite some major 
Division I-A passing records. 

@ MICHIGAN STATE 

John L. Smith has had more than 20 
years as a head coach to hone his Spread 
attack, learning in the early 1980s at 
Idaho under Dennis Erickson, who has 
become a Vandal again. 


Q@ CLEMSON 


Tommy Bowden turned his Spread over 
to coordinator Rob Spence (from Toledo) 
last season and improved from 110th in 
total offense nationally to 53rd. 


_ SSNS 


18 Linoy's SPoRTS ANNUALS 


WWLW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2006 


By Andrew Bagnato 


The Spread is the most exciting new 
offense in college football. 

Well, it’s certainly exciting, unless 
you happen to be a defensive coordi- 
nator. When the Spread is run right — 
with a nimble quarterback and a fleet 
of vapor-quick receivers — every play 
is a potential jailbreak. 

But the Spread isn’t new. Not really. 

Tf you think it is, consider the 
words of David Nelson, the former sec- 
retary of the NCAA football rules com- 
mittee: “If you don’t have a quarter- 
back who can run and throw, forget it. 
The defenses will lock in on the 
offense like a nut and bolt. The run- 
ning and passing quarterback is the 
mainspring of the offense ...” 

Nelson wrote this in an essay entitled, 
“The changing character of football.” 

Tn 1970. 

Florida coach Urban Meyer, who is 
widely credited with popularizing the 
Spread, was 6 years old. 

“The surest thing about football is 
that somewhere a coach will come up 
with a different frill, a unique twist, 
or a new look to give the game added 
color,” Nelson wrote. 

Yeah, to give the game “added 
color” and to keep his job by moving 
the football and winning a few games. 

In the first decade of the new cen- 
tury, nothing has created more color 
than the Spread favored by Meyer, 
Northwestern coach Randy Walker and 
a growing legion of apostles. The 
Spread has been described as “basket- 
ball on grass” because it emphasizes 
speed and skill over brute force. 

With receivers strung from sideline 
to sideline and a quarterback shovel- 
ing short passes like a point guard, 
the Spread may appear to be revolu- 
tionary. But it is based on a concept 
that goes back decades: create mis- 


2006 WWlW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


matches by forcing defenses to cover 
the width of the field and much of its 
length. Its principles go back to the 
earliest option attacks. 

The idea behind the option was to 
spread the defense over as much of 
the field as possible, then find its 
most vulnerable area — the faster, the 
better. The Spread does the same 
thing, with the added threat of the 
downfield pass. 

“The more of the field you have to 
defend, the more wide-open the game 
becomes,” said Michigan State coach 
John L. Smith, who ran a version of 
the Spread at Louisville, Utah State 
and Idaho. “You get a fast guy on a 
guy that’s not quite as fast. I think it 
forces you to defend the entire field, 


Photo by Chris Bernacchi/SportPics 


without a doubt.” 

Pinpointing the Spread’s origins is 
almost as difficult as figuring out how 
to stop it. Here’s a sampling of some 
coaches’ theories: 

¢ New Mexico State’s Hal Mumme: 
“Our offense is basically the old BYU 
offense of the ‘80s. We just tweaked it. 
We added the shotgun to it and added 
the no-huddle.” 

¢ Washington State's Bill Doba: 
“Whoever did it, it’s a version of the 
triple option if they run the shovel 
pass with it. But if they pull the 
guard, now you're looking at the old 
Nebraska belly option.” 

¢ Washington's Tyrone Willingham: 
“T would probably venture to believe 
that it would be what Mississippi 


Northwestern's offense under Randy Walker has made the Wildcats a consistent thorn in the Big : Fr 
Ten, especially when they had Brett Basanez at quarterback. (Photo by Chris Bernacchi/SportPics) 
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By the end of the 2004 season, Utah 
ranked third in Division I-A scoring 
offense, averaging a staggering 45.3 
points per game. Not coincidentally, 
the Utes went 12-0 and capped their 
perfect season with a victory in the 
Fiesta Bowl, becoming the first school 
from outside the power conferences to 
crash the Bowl Championship Series. 

Smith became the No, 1 overall pick 
in the NFL draft. Meyer leaped to a 
rich contract at Florida, where he put 
his offense into the seemingly capable 
hands of Chris Leak. 

Gator Nation, longing for a return to 


attack favored by his much-derided 
predecessor, Ron Zook. 

Florida averaged 28.4 points in the 
regular season, 50th nationally. That 
raised an interesting question: Was the 
Spread dead? Or had it merely slowed 
down when faced with quicker, stronger 
defenses that dominate the SEC? 

The answer isn’t clear. But a number 
of skeptics, including Southern 
California coach Pete Carroll, have 
expressed doubts about the Spread. 

“People are always looking for the 
hot new deal,” Carroll said. “I don’t 
particularly like it because it takes 


Missouri quarterback Brad Smith, one of the most dangerous run-pass quarterbacks in the 
nation, was able to take advantage of the Spread last season. 


Steve Spurrier-style offensive fireworks, 
couldn't wait to see Meyer's offense 
light up the scoreboard. “His version of 
the Spread offense has ravaged foes, 
and visions of 50-point games and a 
slash-and-burn march through the SEC 
are making Gator fans giddy,” The 
Orlando Sentinel gushed in August. 

But the only thing that got slashed 
was Florida’s offensive production. 
After an impressive start against over- 
matched Wyoming and Louisiana Tech, 
the Gators sputtered. The low point 
came in a 31-3 loss at Alabama. At 
times, Meyer's offense drew uncomfort- 
able comparisons to the conservative 


away from the standard traditional 
football stuff.” 

That “stuff” is what the longtime 
powerhouses ran for years, using their 
advantages in size and depth to con- 
trol the line of scrimmage. Think of 
USC’s “Student Body Right,” which 
Pac-10 rivals were powerless to stop 
even when they knew it was coming. 

The Spread is part of the move toward 
parity, and it’s no coincidence that the 
Spread flourished at places such as 
Northwestern and Utah, whose gridiron 
traditions were, to be kind, limited. 

As the Spread evolves, so will defen- 
sive coordinators’ efforts to slow it. It’s 
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like chess in chinstraps. But some of 
those efforts have bordered on ludicrous. 

Consider what happened last fall in 
a Mid-American Conference game 
between Bowling Green, which still 
runs Meyer's Spread, and Ball State. As 
the Falcons broke the huddle on first- 
and-10, they looked up and saw that 
Ball State had dropped nine defenders 
into pass coverage, leaving two men 
on the line of scrimmage. 

“We're just looking and going, ‘Holy 
smokes!” Bowling Green head coach 
Gregg Brandon recalled. 

The Falcons completed a short pass. 
Soon after, Brandon ordered quarter- 
back Omar Jacobs to “take off” any 
time he spotted a two-man front. It 
may sound like something the quarter- 
back would do in a backyard game of 
touch football. But it made sense. 

“You laugh,” Brandon said, “but 
you're going to run for 8-10 yards 
before they can even touch you.” 

A two-man front is probably not the 
secret to stopping the Spread. But even- 
tually, defensive coordinators will find a 
way to slow the scheme, And then it 
will be time for the offenses to adjust. 
Chances are theyll come up with some- 
thing that’s been used before. 

“A lot of people are spreading it and 
throwing it more and throwing it bet- 
ter,” Smith said. “It'll come around to 
the point where we line up in the 
Wishbone again pretty soon.” @ 


Andrew Bagnato is a Phoenix-based 
sports writer for AP. 


Photo by Doug Benc/Getty 


Florida's Urban Meyer ‘schemed' his way to 


the top at Bowling Green and then at Utah. 
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FIGHTING BREK 


THE SPREAD DOESNT ALWAYS 
MEAN DEFENSES ARE TOAST 


By Michael Bradley 


Florida State linebackers coach Kevin Steele has 


only three questions to ask when it comes to stop- 
ping the Spread offense: : ’ 
Are they spreading you out to throw? : = 
Are they spreading you out to run? P % 
Are they spreading you out to throw, run, and | 
: ry ¥ 


option? 


a 


With all due respect, Coach, what else is there? 
“Three different game plans,” said Steele, who was 


Baylor's head coach from 1999-2002. a Ys ee 


Three different headaches is more like it. ae . ~ — 7 
Q ee Seales cee or a bs Florida's Chris Leak wasn't brilliant in his first season in the Spread, but he was still 
pread still seem to be ahead of the curve, but no ‘ 
defensive strategies. Coordinators on that side of the One Chie SRG apes: Auaneroecks. 
ball are evolving to where they can slow down the 


Spread or even keep it completely off balance by allows them to believe they have the run-pass option,” Okruch said. “Then, you 

dictating — through pre- and post-snap tactics — need a way to take it away from them.” 

the quarterback’s decisions. Once the ball is snapped, the defense has to be versatile in its execution. Steele 
It's not time to declare victory, but there is hope. said that 10 years ago, Florida State might have used “two coverages” against a 
Defensive coaches acknowledge a few standards Spread offense. Now, the defense will show many more looks, most of them subtle. 

that help keep the Spread under control. “There are nuances,” Steele said. “We may adjust a coverage for a specific route. 

It’s not a totally new coverage. It’s an adjustment.” 

A DELICATE BALANCE The defensive backs aren’t the only ones who can confuse the quarterback. By 
If the offense opens with two wides on each side slanting its front four one way or the other after the snap, the defense will 

and one back, the defense can’t play too many induce a quarterback to hand off or take it himself. 

games. “You've got to balance your defenders up,” “A lot of times, you can dictate which way the (quarterback’s) read will go by the 

Steele said. “You can’t overload on one side. There way you deploy your defensive linemen,” Oknuch said. 

are limits to what you can do.” Finally, there must be the threat of the blitz. Even though some spread attacks 
Even if you do get defensive equilibrium, there are invite that kind of pressure — and then burn defenses with quick throws — 

still risk factors to consider. Putting four defensive defenses must plant the idea of bringing extra pass rushers. And when they do 

backs — or the occasional linebacker — on the blitz, the linebackers and/or defensive backs better get there. 

receivers can leave a team vulnerable up front, partic- “Ray Lewis blitzing is a lot different than some other people blitzing,” Steele said. 

ularly if it uses a pair of safeties along the back line. 
“When you have just five in the box, the other MATCH GAME 

team has five blockers and the back, so it’s going to When it’s all over, with the strategies set and the disguises deployed, defend- 


run,” Illinois defensive coordinator Vince Okruch said. ing the Spread comes down to one-on-one matchups, the very thing the attacks 

If a defense has just one safety or nobody backing _are trying to create in the first place. Sometimes, offenses just have better athletes, 
up, it has to expect a pass. And if a team like West able to turn 5-yard completions into 60-yard touchdowns. Or defenses are so talented 
Virginia or Northwestern is operating the Spread, the _ that they can simply get by with vanilla schemes. 


option comes into play. “The first thing we ask when facing the Spread is, ‘Can we beat them one-on- 

Versatile defenders are a must. That's why the one with the guys we have?” Spack said. “If we can’t, we have to mix some fronts 
emphasis has been on speed over size, on multi- and play some games.” 
tasking over specialists. Many times, a defensive back is alone against a pass-catcher who has just 

When Purdue had its good defense in 2003 (the grabbed a quick slant or hitch. Corral him, and the damage is minimal. Miss, and 
Boilermakers stuffed Northwestern, 34-14), it made use of _it’s possibly disastrous. Worse, the receiver might have a blocker in front of him. 
a trio of linebackers (Landon Johnson, Niko Koutouvides “Cornerbacks and safeties have to get off blocks,” Spack said. “They have to be 
and Gilbert Gardner) that was extremely versatile. big enough and fast enough to cover and make tackles.” 

“They never came off the field,” Purdue defensive Which, as in all things college football, goes back to recruiting. If a coaching 
coordinator Brock Spack said. “They could run forever, staff is fortunate enough to get elite athletes — and, better yet, big elite athletes 
cover receivers and hit in the running game.” — do those guys play receiver or running back, or linebacker and defensive back? 

If they go to defense, they better have a good football IQ to be able to ingest 
MASTERS OF DISGUISE and apply a vast amount of knowledge. 

Spread offenses try to keep defenses off-balance “Take one zone blitz scheme,” Spack said. “It can be run against 10 formations, 
by shifting before the snap, so defenses do the same and there can be 10 to 15 plays run out of that formation. That's 150, things a 
with “stemming” of the linemen. player has to know for one zone blitz. So, intelligence comes into play.” 

“You have to give (offenses) a pre-snap look that So does luck. Sometimes, that’s all a defense has against the Spread. m 
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Alas, cookie-cutter college 
coaches are all-too common 


A poll asking college football fans to identify the most exciting play 
from last season would produce dozens of different answers, but 
there is no doubt about the most bizarre moment of 2005. 

It occurred during a University of Southern California practice on 
Halloween, when running back LenDale White, seemingly upset about his 
diminished role in the offense, cursed out head coach Pete Carroll and 
stormed off the field, apparently quitting the team. 

As Carroll addressed the team afterward, White could be seen on the 
rooftop of a nearby building, scuffling with equipment coordinator Tino 
Dominguez. Before anybody on the field had a chance to intervene, a body 
wearing White's No. 21 jersey appeared to tumble six stories to the ground. 

But not really. White’s jersey was placed on a dummy. Ha-Ha. Gotcha. 

The elaborate stunt was orchestrated by Carroll, who wanted to break up 
midseason doldrums between a blowout victory over Washington State and a 
blowout victory over Stanford. 

“The coaches were the funniest,” Carroll would say later. “They couldn't 
believe we let him go.” 

Macabre? No doubt. Over the top? Absolutely. 

Welcome to The Pete Carroll Show, starring Pete Carroll as America’s most 
defiantly authentic college football coach. 

In a profession populated by survivors of charisma-bypass surgery, Carroll 
never would allow something as insignificant as Extremely Poor Taste to pre- 
vent him from spicing up a practice. 

Of course, there are easier and more sensible ways to guide college ath- 
letes through the dog days of a long season than staging mock death leaps. 
But that’s Carroll, whose fascination with pranksmanship suggests he proba- 
bly spent more time in the dean's office than on the dean’s list. 

“He's kind of a little kid inside a grown man,” former Trojans quarterback 
Matt Leinart once said. 

Noted Leinart: “You don’t get that in coaches today.” 

Given his record — the Trojans came within one play of winning their 
third straight national championship last season — you'd think college 
presidents overseeing search parties for new coaches would use Carroll as 
the prototype. 

But they almost always settle for the more staid candidate, somebody who 
is wary of lights, suspicious of cameras, and believes that “P.R.” ought to be 
an abbreviation for Prevention of Reporting. 

Look around. The sidelines are teeming with furtive types murmuring into 
the mouthpieces on their headsets, careful to conceal their conversations 
from lip-reading spies by wielding the playbook chart over their mouths. 
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Hey, it’s a cut-throat business; a guy's gotta do what a 

guy’s gotta do. But during the spring intrasquad game? 

“Character” is the most-used word by a coach during 
any given luncheon-banquet speech, but the coach fixat- 
ed on the character issue would rather take a barefoot 
walk on hot coals (hey, Dick Tomey did that at Hawaii) 
than be known as “a character.” 

Georgia's Mark Richt is indistinguishable from Iowa's 
Kirk Ferentz, who is indistinguishable from California’s 
Jeff Tedford. Gary Pinkel of Missouri simultaneously 
resembles no coach in particular and a hundred coaches 
in general. 

And there’s Oklahoma’s Mike Stoops. No, wait, Bob 
Stoops is at Oklahoma. Mike Stoops, his brother, is the 
coach at Arizona. If you force them to remove the visors 
with their school’s logo, Bob Stoops is as tough to tell 
from Mike Stoops as Johnny Winter is from Edgar Winter. 

A few faces in the crowd stand out. Phil Fulmer of 
Tennessee resembles an 
ex-warden. Larry Coker 
of Miami resembles an 
ex-astronaut. South | 
Carolina’s Steve Spurrier | 
looks like he could be 
co-leading a senior-golf 
event (The Exasperated 
Grimace Classic at Wobbly 
Pass), and North Carolina 
State's Chuck Amato 
peers through the kind 
of sunglasses seen on | 
Strawberry Alarm Clock 
album covers. j 

But who are these guys? 

Some have been around 
the block, to be sure, and 
bring genuine resumes to 
a job so glamorous it has 
tempted otherwise honor- 
able sportsmen to either 
exaggerate or invent col- 
legiate accomplishments. 

Nebraska's Bill Callahan took the Oakland Raiders to 
the Super Bowl. Pittsburgh’s Dave Wannstedt was defen- 
sive coordinator for the Dallas Cowboys’ Super Bowl 
champions. Alabama’s Mike Shula is the son of Don 
Shula, whose 1972 Miami Dolphins produced the only 
perfect season of the Super Bowl era. 

But, again, who are these guys? 

When you see Lloyd Carr, do you immediately think 
Michigan? When you see Jim Tressel, do you immediately 
think Ohio State? Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, col- 
lege football's foremost rivalry was personified by Bo 
Schembechler and Woody Hayes, driven more by repulsion 
toward their most-hated opponent than any satisfaction 
gained from winning. 

One needn't have read their lips — and lips could 
always be read before mouthpieces were attached to 
headsets — to realize the coaches from that era were of 
another time and place. 

Bear Bryant's father was a sharecropper; Barry Switzer’'s 
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father was a bootlegger. If Switzer were applying for a 
head-coaching job today, he’d point out that his dad was 
“self-employed.” 

It’s 2006. Send in the clones. 

New Colorado head coach Dan Hawkins, summoned 
from Boise State to replace Gary Barnett, is a refreshing 
exception. (Defending his decision to air the ball instead 
of eating the clock with a lead late in the fourth quarter, 
Hawkins once told an audience in Boise that Thomas 
Edison and Mahatma Ghandi would not have taken a 
knee, “and I sure as hell am not taking a knee.” The 
room erupted with applause.) 

Texas Tech’s Mike Leach is another free thinker who 
operates outside the box. Leach’s independent streak is 
the real deal. He never played college football, a biogra- 
phical quirk he shares with another renowned offensive 
tactician, Notre Dame’s Charlie Weis. 

Weis doesn’t possess Carroll's zest for the zany, but he’s 
got that same ability to 
shirk conventional wisdom. 

Last September he visited 
the home of 10-year old 
Montana Mazurkiewicz, 
suffering from an inopera- 
ble brain tumor. A pas- 
sionate Notre Dame fan, 
he asked to call a play. 
Weis gave his word that 
Notre Dame's first play in 
its next game — at 
Washington — would be 
in accordance with the 
child's wishes. 

As it turned out, the 
Trish return team fum- 
bled, forcing quarterback 
Brady Quinn to take his 
initial snap on the 

Notre Dame 1-yard line. 

Nobody would’ve 

blamed Weis if he’d put 

off the request for a 

more opportune situa- 
tion, but the play was executed as planned, with Quinn 
completing a 13-yard pass on the right sideline. 

Weis knew Montana wasn’t alive to see his strategy 
converted into a first down, which made Weis’ determina- 
tion to keep his word all the more poignant. 

Charlie Weis doesn’t look the part of the typical 2006 
football coach. He’s a little bit rumpled, wears a crew cut, 
leaves onlookers with the impression he'd rather diagram 
plays on a desk in the basement than strut into a 9 a.m. 
tee time at a country club. 

But in a few decades, when tailgate-party stories are 
told about the coaching characters during the early 21st 
century, Charlie Weis will be recalled in the same discus- 
sion as Pete Carroll. 

And then there will be a moment of silence, as every- 
body tries to remember at least one of the coaches who 
succeeded Bo Schembechler at Michigan and Woody 
Hayes at Ohio State. @ 


Don't worry Joe... 
with characters like these 
two, the game is safe! 


Illustration by: Bruce MacPherson 
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EME RICA 


t is a familiar face 
in a foreign setting, 
the visage that has 
stared back at him 
from the mirror all 
of his 21 years, 
transported in his 
mind into a gallery 
where only the best 
of the best are admitted. 

When he is running 
and stretching and lifting 
and throwing, Notre 
Dame quarterback Brady 
Quinn envisions himself 
as the Heisman Trophy 
winner that many say he 
will be by the time the 
2006 college football 


season is done. 


“When I work out, when I train, I try 


to use that as motivation,” Quinn says of 
the Heisman hype that began to envelop 
him even before last season was in the books. 

“You almost become so tired of using 
that in your head and mentally talking to 
yourself, saying, ‘Ifyou want to be that per- 
son up there, if you want to have your face 
up there with them, this is what you need 
to do, this is how far you need to push your- 
self.” 

It is a refreshing departure from the typ- 
ical player who denies striving for college 
football’s highest individual award. 


ERM 


By Avani Patel 
Then he adds, “ 


shower after you're done working out, (the 


When you go in and 


Heisman) doesn’t even pop in your head. 
It's done.” 

That, of course, is little more than wist- 
ful thinking. In Quinn’s world, Heisman 
talk is like oxygen, infusing the air around 
him, inhaled with every breath. Still, his 
plan to take a potential lemon (in this case, 
the endless hype) and turn it into so much 
lemonade (limitless motivation) is classical- 
ly Quinn. 

After a 9-3 finish in 2005, and with vir- 
tually their entire offensive starting lineup 
back, the Irish enter 2006 as the team Lindy 
projects as the top contender for the nation- 
al championship. 

Quinn is not blind to the promise the 
Irish showed last season. But he is far more 
concerned with correcting the deficiencies 
that Ohio State exposed in beating Notre 
Dame, 34-20, in the Fiesta Bowl. 

“It showed that it really had to be a com- 
plete team effort, and we really had to play 
at out best level in order to beat a team of 
that caliber,” Quinn said. 

“We played tough competition all year, 
but we didn’t seem to play consistently. I felt 
like, after the game, we were definitely not 
as good as anyone built us up to be. 

“Coach (Charlie) Weis talks about prepar- 
ing, raising the bar,” Quinn added. 

During the spring, Quinn did that — 
not just on the field, in the locker room and 
in the weight room, but also in the class- 
room, biting off a tough schedule in order 
to lighten the load come fall. 

“T’ve put myself in a position to gradu- 
ate early so that I will be able to focus more 
on football,” said Quinn, who has a double 
major in political science and finance. 

David Slates, Quinn's uncle who coached 
him throughout his childhood, said Quinn 
has always supplemented his considerable 


Linoy's SPoRTS ANNUALS 29 


5 
” 
Zz 
5 
>| 
= 
Fy 
3 
at 
2 
= | 


FT] The question Notre Dame base- 
| ball coach Paul Mainieri asked 


of his then-freshman hurler was 
always the same: “How was (football) prac- 
tice today?” 

And the answer two-sport athlete Jeff 
Samardzija offered up? Always definitive, 
recalled Mainieri: “There’s nobody on our 
team that can stop me. I know how to use 
my body, the backs are kind of small, and 
if (the ball) is near me, I'm going to catch 
it. 

So when Samardzija last year alchem- 
ized a step-in role for injured teammate 
Rhema McKnight into a consensus All- 
America campaign, “I was the least surprised 
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things he'd do in baseball 
and I'd put two and two 
together, (and I knew) 
if they utilize this guy, 
he’s going to make an 
impact on this (football) 
team.” 

And how. 

In 2005, Samardzija, a lanky 6-5 receiv- 
er with deceptive speed, quickly became 
quarterback Brady Quinn’s favorite target, 
and he went on to set ND receiving records 
for yards (1,249) and touchdowns (15) in 
a season. 

“Obviously, Jeff and I came in togeth- 
er and initially, there was a bond and trust 
just hanging out together, both on and off 
the field,” Quinn said. 

“A lot of people don’t get to see us work- 
ing out together in practice, but there are 
times in the summer where wed be work- 
ing out, throwing the ball together, mess- 
ing around on off days ... things like that.” 

Added Samardzija: “Hopefully next year 


Quinn’s Favorite 
Target Excels 
at Being Both 


even better.” 

This fall, however, as the Irish 
vie to bring home a national 
championship for the first 
time in 18 years, Samardzija 
and Quinn will have to renew 
that connection without the 
benefit of their informal sum- 
mer pitch and catch sessions. 

With a fastball that con- 
sistently approaches 92 miles 
per hour, with a better breaking ball and a 
solid slider, Samardzija, a starting pitcher 
on the Notre Dame baseball team, has quick- 
ly become a hot prospect, a likely second- 
round pick expected to spend the summer 
getting his first taste of professional base- 
ball. 

Despite the absences, Irish football coach 
Charlie Weis has no doubt that Samardzi- 
ja, excused from all but six of the team’s 15 
spring practices, will be ready to go when the 
season kicks off at Georgia Tech on Sept. 2. 

“With Jeff being here so infrequently in 
the spring, you really don’t have great tim- 
ing in the passing game,” Weis said. “And 
I’m not overly worried about that because 
I want him to finish out the baseball season 
strong.” 

Mainieri expects nothing less than for 
Samardzija to hit the ground running when 
football season rolls around. 

“And hopefully they're going to win a 
national championship,” Mainieri said. “The 
world is his for the taking.” 

And he’s got the hands to snatch it. 


guy on campus,” Mainieri said. “I'd see the 
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Quinn said. 

“T feel like in some sense maybe it’s the 
reincarnation of my grandpa, and I know 
that he’s going to take care of me.” 

Weis has done just that, spending spring 
practice of 2005 working with Quinn one- 
on-one to get the signal-caller up to speed 
on his offensive system. 

The effects of that tutoring were read- 
ily evident the following season — Quinn 
finished 2005 having set single-season Notre 
Dame records in attempts (450), comple- 
tions (292), passing yards (3,919), yards per 
game (326.6), touchdown passes (32) and 
completion percentage (64.5), all while 
throwing just seven interceptions. 

Compare that to his numbers from 2004, 
when Quinn completed just 54 percent of 
his passes, managing a so-so 17 touchdowns 


Name 
Brady Quinn 


and 10 interceptions. 

“As different as his numbers were his 
junior year from his sophomore year, I don’t 
think that Brady was that much better. 
I think the people around him — the line, 
his wide receivers, his running backs — the 
team was better,” Slates said. 

Plus, with Willingham’s quarterbacks 
coach, Bill Diedrick, “Brady didn’t have a 
very good level of communication,” Slates 
said. 

“Quinn would tell his uncle, ‘(Diedrick) 
will say this and I'll do it, and then he'll say 
don’t do this.’ That leads to a lot of indeci- 
sion. Charlie has allowed him to have a lot 
of confidence in what he’s executing. There's 
a clear message.” 

Weis expects a lot out of his quarter- 
back, something he is not averse to adver- 


School 


Notre Dame Troy Smith 


tising. 

“Here’s my feeling,” Weis said. “If 
he wins the Heisman Trophy, that prob- 
ably means we win the national cham- 
pionship.” 

It would also mean Quinn will have 
traveled quite a distance since his first col- 
lege start on Sept. 27, 2003 —a 28-10 loss 
at Purdue — to the pantheon of college foot- 
ball’s superstars. 

“Physically, I took a lot of abuse that 
game. It allowed me to kind of see myself, 
look myself in the mirror the next day, and 
say, “Hey, if this is what it’s going to be week 
in and week out, this is still what I want to 
do,” Quinn said. 

“L love this sport enough to keep going 
through this.” 


Avani Pate! covers Notre Dame for the Chicago Tribune. 


Clark Harris 


School 
Ohio State 


Auburn 
Louisville 
Notre Dame 
So. Carolina 
Arizona State 
USC 

Texas 

LSU 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Georgia 


Adrian Peterson Oklahoma 
Marshawn Lynch Y Cal 

Dwayne Jarrett USC 

Calvin Johnson Georgia Tech 
Clark Harris Rutgers 

Dan Mozes West Virginia 
Justin Blalock Texas 

Sam Baker USC 

Levi Brown Penn State 
Arron Sears Tennessee 
Mason Crosby Colorado 


Kenny Irons 
Michael Bush 
Jeff Samardzija 
Sidney Rice 
Zach Miller 
Ryan Kalil 
Kasey Studdard 
Will Arnold 

Joe Thomas 
Jake Long 
Brandon Coutu 


Arron Sears 


a 
Levi Brown 


Dan Mozes Sam Baker Mason Crosby 
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LINDY S 2OOS 


® aul Posluszny was overwhelmed by 
9 the attention he received during and 
after last season. 

Penn State fans had mailed him hun- 
dreds of cards and letters before the Orange 
Bowl, but not nearly as many as they sent 
in the weeks after he suffered a knee injury 
in the triple-overtime victory over Florida 
State. 

“So many fans wrote to me, saying how 
sorry they were for me and that they would 
pray for me,” Posluszny said. 

“To me, that really, really hit home. | 
mean, there are so many things to pray for. 
For them to take the time to write to me 
and pray for me, that’s one thing I'll always 
remember. That’s why I love Penn State so 
much.” 

The feeling is mutual. 

Posluszny already has earned his place 


in history at Linebacker U., pulling off the 
rare double of being an All-American and an 
Academic All-American last season as a jun- 
ior. He also won the Bednarik Award as the 
nation’s top defensive player and the Butkus 
Award as the nation’s top linebacker. 

He begins this season as Lindys choice 
for national Defensive Player of the Year. 

“T don’t think I’ve been around a guy or 
have coached a guy who ... whatever ‘it is, 
he’s got ‘it, ” defensive coordinator Tom 
Bradley said. “I have never seen a guy who 
handles himself the way he does in all situ- 
ations. He’s a remarkable person both on 
and off the field.” 

He was hurt in the fourth quarter of the 
Nittany Lions’ 26-23 win over the Semi- 
noles in the remarkable Orange Bowl game. 
As the blitzing Posluszny jumped at quarter- 
back Drew Weatherford, tailback Lorenzo 


by Rich Scarcella 


Booker went low to block him, with 
Booker’s helmet and shoulder pads 
colliding with Posluszny’s right knee. 

“T was really nervous at first 
because I could tell something was- 
nt right as soon as I hit the ground,” 
Posluszny said. “I was nervous that 
I would miss a lot of serious time. 
Thank God it wasn’t the case.” 

He suffered partial tears of the 
posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) 
and medial collateral ligament 
(MCL), but surgery was not 
required. He underwent weeks of 
rehabilitation and was kept out of 
contact drills during spring prac- 
tice as a precaution. 

“Te was hard,” he said. “I saw the 
linebackers out there and I wanted 
to be with them. I needed to get 
some contact. I was antsy. I had to 
be smart and do what was best.” 

That seems to come naturally. 
With the gash on the bridge of his 
nose oozing blood, Posluszny became 
the face of a defense that carried 
the Nittany Lions to an 11-1 record, 
a Big Ten co-championship and the 
Orange Bowl victory. 

He’ a technician whos rarely out 
of position and an athlete who's 
capable of covering slot receivers. Legendary 
Lions linebacker Jack Ham, a Hall of Famer 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers and now radio 
analyst for Penn State games, has seen every 
game Posluszny has played in college. Ham 
said Posluszny is the best linebacker ever to 
play at Penn State. 

“He’s not only a great football player, 
he’s a great, great person with great leader- 
ship,” said coach Joe Paterno. “He’s one of 
the best players we've ever had.” 

This season, Posluszny can join Dennis 
Onkotz, Shane Conlan and LaVar Arring- 
tonas the Nittany Lions’ only two-time All- 
America linebackers. He also can become 
the second two-time winner of the Butkus 
Award, a trophy he’s still not sure he deserved. 

“I’m not really sure I earned the award,” 
he said. “It goes to show how well we played 
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defensively as a team and how well our sea- 
son went. We played great defensively, which 
was a huge advantage for me. 

“This year I want to repeat, but I want 
to earn it. When it’s all said and done, I want 
to say I did everything | could to earn it.” 

Posluszny considered skipping his sen- 
ior year to enter the NFL draft ... before the 
knee injury cemented his decision to return. 
He and cohorts Dan Connor and Tim Shaw 
return at linebacker, but Penn State lost its 
entire secondary and three-quarters of its 
defensive line from a unit that ranked in the 
top 20 in the nation in total defense, scor- 
ing defense, rushing defense and pass defense 
efficiency. 

“Last season made us hungrier, really, 
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Quentin Moses 


Gaines Adams 


Name 

Quentin Moses 
Gaines Adams 
Adam Carriker 
Brandon Mebane 
Paul Posluszny 
Patrick Willis 
Rufus Alexander 
Leon Hall 
Darrelle Revis 
LaRon Landry 
B. Meriweather 
Ken DeBauche 


Rufus Alexander Leon Hall 


\\ 


because now we feel like people are going to 
be expecting things from us,” Posluszny said. 
“We finally got a taste of success. Now we 
know what that feeling is like. We want to 
do everything we can and work as hard as 
we can to keep that.” 

Working hard has never been a prob- 
lem for Posluszny, a finance major who car- 
ries a 3.67 grade-point average, and whose 
intensity has become well known in the 
weight room and on the practice field. 

While rehabilitating his knee in the off 
season, he worked to strengthen his upper 
body and add bulk. He ate four or five meals 
a day, so his weight increased from 224 at 
the Orange Bowl to 238 in the spring. But 
his body fat dropped from 8 percent to 6.3. 


VEFENSE 


Adam Carriker 


School 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Nebraska 
Cal Jay Alford 
Penn State Vince Hall 
Ole Miss 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Pittsburgh 
LSU 
Miami 
Wisconsin 


Name 


Kody Bliss 


Darrelle Revis LaRon Landry 


Dan Bazuin 
Lawrence Jackson 
Marcus Thomas 


H.B. Blades 
Brandon Siler 
David Irons 
Daymeion Hughes 
Michael Griffin 
Tom Zbikowski 


MERICE LERIV 


“I feel great,” he said. 

“T’ve tried to eat a lot cleaner without fried 
foods or typical fast food. Grilled chicken, 
baked potato, rice... my eating habits are 
really simple. To me, eating is just another 
part of training.” 

He also takes practice very seriously. 
Teammates often talk about Penn State's 
“light” practices — those with only helmets 
and shoulder pads — when Posluszny has 
plowed running backs or receivers into the 
ground. 

“We're in half-contact drills and he comes 
flying through, taking off people's heads,” said 
wide receiver Deon Butler. “He only has 
one gear and that’s full speed. I’m glad I’m 
on his team.” 


Patrick Willis 


School 

C. Michigan 
USC 
Florida 
Penn State 
Virginia Tech 
Pittsburgh 
Florida 
Auburn 

Cal 

Texas 

Notre Dame 
Auburn 


Ken DeBauche 


Brandon Meriweather 
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TOM BRADY 


6TH ROUND PICK, =199 OVERALL, 2000 DRAFT 


2-TIME LEAGUE MVP 
3-TIME SUPER BOWL CHAMP 


AKILI SMITH 


1ST ROUND PICK, #3 OVERALL, 1999 DRAFT 
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WE’VE GOT YOUR GAME 


he flowers smelled the same and the blossoms looked like 
they do every spring in Columbus, Ohio. 

But to Ohio State quarterback Troy Smith, the environ- 
ment was positively glistening with opportunity and anticipation 
like never before. 

For the first time in his career, Smith isn’t fighting either a 
position battle or an off-field tempest of his own creation. 

Instead, he’s sailing toward a senior season as the unquestioned 
leader of the Buckeyes and what he'‘d like to think will become a 
replication of the fairy tale 2005 season of Vince Young and the 
Texas Longhorns. 

“Vince's story is like a dream come true,” Smith said of his 
friend, who wore No. 10 at Texas. “He battled early in his career 
and finished out on top — on the highest of highs. 

“But I wear the No. 10 jersey for Ohio State, so I’m totally 
different. This is a totally different setting than down there in 
Austin, and I approach it a different way. This is my story. This is 
my legacy that I have to leave.” 

OSU receiver Anthony Gonzalez has no doubt Smith will 
author his finish with a flourish. 

“LIl be shocked if Troy doesn’t have a fantastic senior year,” 
Gonzalez said. “He's playing so well and with so much confidence. I 
think what he'll do this season will be even better than what he’s 
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Clear Blue Skies Give Smith 
Visions of Buckeye Heaven 
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Not rated due to injury: Brian Johnson, Utah 
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13. 
14. 
15: 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


RK NAME 


Brady Quinn 
Troy Smith 

Drew Stanton 
Chris Leak 
Brian Brohm 
Sam Keller 
Chad Henne 
Drew Tate 

Pat White 
Jordan Palmer 
John Beck 

Colt Brennan 
JaMarcus Russell 
John Stocco 
Tyler Palko 

Bret Meyer 
Drew Weatherford 
Trent Edwards 
Rudy Carpenter 
Kyle Wright 
Jared Zabranksy 
Paul Smith 
Bryan Cupito 
Kevin Kolb 

Jeff Rowe 


COLLEGE 


Notre Dame 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Florida 
Louisville 
Arizona State 
Michigan 
lowa 

West Virginia 
UTEP 

BYU 

Hawaii 

LSU 
Wisconsin 
Pittsburgh 
lowa State 
Florida State 
Stanford 
Arizona State 
Miami 

Boise State 
Tulsa 
Minnesota 
Houston 
Nevada 


SAVIN ONLIMOUdS/SNMOUC AVE 


Troy Smith 


done in the past — 
and what he’s already 
done has been pretty spectacular.” 

It has, not only on the field, but in light of what Smith has 
overcome. 

Ohio State labeled him an “athlete,” upon adding him as the 
last member of its 2002 recruiting class. 

That group also included Ohio's prep football record-holder for 
career passing yards in Justin Zwick. 

Zwick’s brother, Jared, had played quarterback for OSU coach 
Jim Tressel, and there was little doubt Justin would follow in that 
line once Craig Krenzel left for the NFL following the 2003 season. 

Zwick indeed won the quarterback job to start 2004, but a mid- 
season injury after three straight losses opened a spot for Smith. 

He didn’t disappoint, leading the Buckeyes to a 4-1 finish, 
including a 37-21 upset of Michigan in which Smith accounted for 
386 offensive yards — the most ever in the OSU-Michigan series. 

Smith didn’t get to play in the Alamo Bowl that followed, 
however, because his acceptance of a $500 cash payment from a 
booster before the 2004 season came to light that December. 

The resultant two-game NCAA suspension marked Smith's 
second misstep off the field. 

As a redshirt freshman in 2003, he had been convicted of 
disorderly conduct after an incident the week of the OSU-Michigan 
game. 

Those off-field transgressions brought what Smith labels “a real 
heart-to-heart” with Tressel when he named Smith the starter after 
the Buckeyes’ 25-22 loss to Texas. 

“There’s no room for any more (mistakes),” Smith recalls as the 
cautionary advice of his coach. “If you get another ... it's done. It’s 
over.” 

Tressel instituted mandatory Tuesday film sessions for Smith 
after that, and the study paid off in another outstanding finish. 

He led OSU to nine wins in the 10 games he started, including 
seven in a row to end the season, which landed OSU No. 4 in the 
final rankings. 

Against Michigan, Smith was again at his best, rallying the 
Buckeyes from a 21-12 fourth-quarter deficit to a 25-21 win in the 
last 7:49. 

He sparked the comeback on a third-and-10 play by scrambling 
for 14 yards, and he sealed the outcome by dancing away from 
pressure to complete a pass inside the Michigan 5-yard line. 

Smith made the same sort of plays in a 34-20 rout of Notre 
Dame in the Fiesta Bowl, breaking the Fighting Irish with nifty runs 
that converted key third downs on each of OSU’s five scoring drives. 

The Buckeyes’ 617-yard performance that night in Tempe was 
the most yardage ever allowed by Notre Dame, and ranks as reason 
No. 1 why many favor Ohio State to return to the Valley of the Sun 
for this season’s BCS championship game. 

“This is Troy’s team,” Gonzalez said. “Anyone who has seen us 
in the past ought to know that.” 

— Jason Steele 
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Watch Out World: Oklahoma's 
Peterson Getting ‘A Lot Better’ 


f practice makes perfect, it’s scary how imperfectly impressive 
junior running back Adrian Peterson has been his first two 
seasons at Oklahoma. 

As good as Peterson has been with the Sooners — and he’s been 
plenty good — he could be much better. 

In 2004, Peterson was the first freshman to finish runner-up in 
Heisman Trophy balloting, rushing for 1,925 yards and 15 touch- 
downs while helping OU to the national championship game. 

In 2005, he rushed for 1,108 yards and 14 touchdowns and 
became the first running back in the program's storied history to 
rush for 3,000 yards his first two seasons. 

Imagine the possibilities had Peterson not missed two full weeks 
of practice, which included several two-a-day sessions, before his 
freshman season .,. and not missed all of 2005 spring practice after 
undergoing shoulder surgery ... and not missed parts of four games 
last season due to a high ankle sprain and a nagging Achilles’ tendon 
strain, 

Throw into the mix the wear and tear of an astounding 559 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 
RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Adrian Peterson Jr. Oklahoma 
Marshawn Lynch Jr. Cal 
Kenny Irons Sr. Auburn 
Michael Bush Sr. Louisville 
Darren McFadden So. Arkansas 
Garrett Wolfe Sr. Northern Illinois 
Brian Leonard Sr. Rutgers 
Steve Slaton So. West Virginia 
Michael Hart Jr. Michigan 
Kenneth Darby Sr. Alabama 
Tyrell Sutton So. Northwestern 


DOSNT CE OIE 


Albert Young Jr. lowa 


Texas 

Florida State 
Oregon State 
Notre Dame 
Georgia 

Ohio State 
Clemson 
Tennessee 
Arizona State 
North Texas 
Penn State 
Texas A&M 
South Carolina 


Jamaal Charles So. 
Lorenzo Booker Sr. 
Yvenson Bernard Jr. 
Darius Walker Jr. 
Thomas Brown Jr. 
Antonio Pittman Jr. 
James Davis So. 
Arian Foster So. 
Keegan Herring So. 
Jamario Thomas Jr. 
Tony Hunt Sr. 
Courtney Lewis Sr. 
Cory Boyd Sr. 


Not rated due to injury: Alley Broussard, LSU; Tyrone Moss, Miami; 
Justin Vincent, LSU 


Adrian Peterson 


carries in his first two 
seasons, which includ- 
ed a national freshman record of 339. 

Peterson has been beat up, but not beaten down. His attitude, 
desire and commitment have been unwavering. 

“He works hard — very hard,” Sooners coach Bob Stoops said. 

Peterson packs some crazy skills into his 6-2, 218-pound frame, 
but there are flaws. 

“He's young and he’s talented, but he’s not a great player yet,” 
OU offensive coordinator Kevin Wilson said. “There's still an 
upside to where Adrian can be.” 

Wilson wants Peterson playing better without the football — 
blocking, picking up blitzes, running pass routes, better overall field 
awareness. There's also room for improvement with the ball — 
setting up blockers, pacing runs rather than everything being an all- 
out sprint. 

“Sometimes he’s so fast, he runs into trouble,” Wilson said. 

Peterson knows: “There's footwork, pass blocking, a lot of little 
things I catch on film I can improve at to improve me as a player.” 

In the spring, Peterson donned the “hands-off” blue jersey in 
practice. It’s the same wardrobe worn by quarterbacks, which 
prohibits teammates from making contact. 

“Tve always made fun of the quarterbacks. Now I’ve joined the 
gang,” Peterson said. “I understand that it’s all for the best. I still 
don't like it.” 

The process helped Peterson stay thoroughly healthy while 
going through his spring paces — the first time he was uninterrupt- 
ed in offseason practice. The repetitions he gained had coaches 
smiling. 

“The more anybody sees something, the better you are at 
countering it, or working with it, or playing against it,” Stoops said. 
“The more you see something, the better you're going to be.” 

Coaches and players agree Peterson made his greatest improve- 
ment in the spring. 

“Great practice players have a chance to become great players,” 
Wilson said. “We're not trying to put Adrian down. We're just 
trying to tell him, “Look how good you can be.’ We've hit him with 
that hard, and quite honestly he practiced really good. He bought 
into it.” 

Wilson shakes his head at Peterson's potential. 

“Adrian's a phenomenal talent,” Wilson said. “He’s had a nice 
career. As good as he is, he still can be a lot better than what we've 
seen,” 

These are reasons why Peterson is among the favorites to win 
this year’s Heisman Trophy. These also are reasons why many believe 
this likely is Peterson’s final season of amateur ball. 

But Peterson hasn't written off a senior season with the Sooners. 

“Anything can happen, injuries or whatever — God’s will they 
wont,” Peterson said. “I could see myself being here. | ain’t even 
really been thinking about that. Plus, we're playing Miami (Sept. 8, 
2007). I’m looking forward to playing Miami, too.” 

— John Rohde 
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RECEIVERS 


after The Catch, but he didn’t really know until he walked 
into a Hollywood club three days after his 61-yard recep- 
tion on fourth-and-9 against Notre Dame. 

By the time he got back from South Bend, everyone knew 
Jarrett scratched his cornea and experienced double vision on the 
big play. He saw two footballs coming at him and fortunately for 
the Trojans, grabbed the right one. 

But the impact really hit the sophomore when he quietly 
strolled into a club amid celebrities like Paris Hilton, Shannen 
Doherty and Matthew Perry. Instead of being a shy, anonymous 
stargazer, he was the one being approached by them. 

“T don't like talking about football, I change the subject,” Jarrett 
said. 


U SC wide receiver Dwayne Jarrett figured his life changed 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 
| RK NAME COLLEGE 


Dwayne Jarrett USC aaa 
Calvin Johnson Georgia Tech 
Jeff Samardzija Notre Dame 
Sidney Rice South Carolina 
Jason Hill Washington State 
Jarrett Hicks Texas Tech 
Andre Caldwell Florida 
Aundrae Allison East Carolina 
Todd Blythe lowa State 
James Hardy Indiana 

Steve Smith USC 
Mario Urrutia 
Dorien Bryant 
Greg Carr 
Vincent Marshall 
Chansi Stuckey 
Joel Filani 
Dwayne Bowe 
Davone Bess 
Earl Bennett 
Dallas Baker 
Mario Manningham 
D'Juan Woods 
Paul Williams 
Courtney Taylor 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 
COLLEGE 


Rutgers 
Arizona State 
Minnesota 
Miami 
Missouri 

BYU 


SOON OD Gre Coho 


Louisville 
Purdue 
Florida State 
Houston 
Clemson — 
Texas Tech 
LSU 

Hawaii 
Vanderbilt 
Florida 
Michigan 
Oklahoma State 
Fresno State 
Auburn 


Clark Harris 
Zach Miller 
Matt Spaeth 
Greg Olsen 
Martin Rucker 
Jonny Harline 
Scott Chandler 
Joe Newton 
Shawn Nelson 
Dan Murray 


lowa 
Oregon State 
Southern Miss 
UConn 
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Not rated due to injury: Matt Herian, Nebraska 


‘Routine’ Catch Turned Jarrett 
into Another SoCal Celeb 


Dwayne Jarrett 


“Everybody was 
asking about it. I love 
the game, but so many people and celebrities and fans came up to 
me. I guess I'd rather be known as the guy who caught the ball than 
the guy who dropped it.” 

Jarrett did a lot more than make one play to become a consen- 
sus All-American and one of three finalists for the Biletnikoff Award 
last season. He led USC with 91 receptions for 1,274 yards and 16 
touchdowns. 

“Reminiscent of Mike Williams, huh?” said Trojans defensive 
tackle Sedrick Ellis, making an appropriate comparison to the 
former USC All-American. 

Jarrett’s 29 career touchdown catches in two seasons are just one 
shy of USC's record held by Williams, who plays for the Detroit 
Lions. 

Those gaudy numbers are least surprising to Jarrett’s teammates. 
For most of them, it just seemed like quarterback Matt Leinart 
always threw to Jarrett. 

“DJ was the guy we used to expose weaknesses,” McFoy said. “Ie 
depended on the scheme or game plan.” 

But last year is over. What does Jarrett do for an encore? He 
wont have Leinart to throw passes or tailbacks Reggie Bush or 
LenDale White to worry defenses anymore. 

Jarrett, though, said he is worried “not at all.” 

“Mark Sanchez and John David Booty are fine — they're both 
great,” he said of the new quarterbacks. “I have confidence in them. 
A lot of people had doubts when Matt replaced Carson Palmer too.” 

Maybe Jarrett sounds carefree because of his ability to get open. 
Although he doesn’t possess blazing speed, his size (6-5) and jump- 
ing ability allow him to simply out-leap cornerbacks, and he has the 
body control to outmaneuver them in the air ... and the hands to 
make it all work. His other advantage is a loping stride that makes 
him dangerous once he gets going downfield. 

“It’s hard for a person to catch up,” Jarrett said. “A lot of guys 
are quick but not as fast because of my stride.” 

But to the average fan, it’s all about The Catch. Jarrett routinely 
gets congratulated for the play, even during spring practices. But 
those around USC were least impressed by his signature moment. 

Sophomore wide receiver Patrick Turner, considered by some 
the next Jarrett because he’s also 6-5, said the catch was nothing out 
of the ordinary. 

“That's every day if you come to practice,” Turner said. 

USC coach Pete Carroll went even further with his praise. 

“That was routine (for him),” Carroll said. “I always thought 
Cris Carter was the greatest catcher there ever was. Nobody has 
anything on this guy (Jarrett).” 

All the hype and praise makes Jarrett more determined to fit in 
with his teammates this season. 

“T like the role of just being a part of the team,” Jarrett said. “All 
that other stuff people say just makes me more focused to play 
harder and be a leader when I can.” 


— Scott Wolf 
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PLAYER RATINGS . 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN > 


or being an All-American football player on the national 
championship team, Justin Blalock doesn’t have much 
trouble going out in public in Austin. 
He isn’t exactly swarmed with autograph seekers and gladhan- 
ders, perpetually pestered by paparazzi. 
You'd think he would be. 
Blalock is, after all, the best returning player for the defending 
national champion Texas Longhorns. But, of course, he’s also an 
offensive tackle. 


TOP CENTERS 
| RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Dan Mozes West Virginia 
Ryan Kalil ? USC 
Kyle Young Fresno State 
Lyle Sendlein Texas 
Mark Fenton Colorado 
Samson Satele Hawaii 
Doug Datish Ohio State 
Dustin Fry : Clemson 
Cedric Gagne-Marcoux Central Florida 
John Sullivan Notre Dame 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Kasey Studdard ; Texas 
Will Arnold ; LSU 
Tim Duckworth : Auburn 
Jordan Grimes Purdue 
Mike Jones : lowa 


SOEPNOTRONH 


— 


Road Grader Blalock Paves 
Way for National Champs 
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Josh Beekman 
Manuel Ramirez 
Roman Fry 
George Batiste 
Ben Grubbs 


Boston College 
Texas Tech 
Clemson 
Southern Miss 
Auburn 


TOP TACKLES 


| RK NAME 
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Justin Blalock 
Sam Baker 
Levi Brown 
Arron Sears 
Joe Thomas 
Jake Long 
Ryan Harris 
Doug Free 
Mike Otto 
Daniel Inman 
Corey Hilliard 
Barry Richardson 
Herb Taylor 
Steve Vallos 
Brian Stamper 


COLLEGE 


Texas 

USC 

Penn State 
Tennessee 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 

Notre Dame 
Northern Illinois 
Purdue 
Georgia 
Oklahoma State 
Clemson 

TCU 

Wake Forest 
Vanderbilt 


Justin Blalock 


“That's just the way it is as a lineman,” said Blalock, a 6-4, 329- 
pound senior right tackle. “I didn’t get into this for the glory. Or 
else I'd be a quarterback.” 

The otherwise star-struck citizens of Austin might not have 
noticed Blalock yet. The defensive linemen of the Big 12 — not to 
mention NFL scouts everywhere — certainly give him the attention 
he deserves. 

Blalock, an All-American candidate with an almost sure profes- 
sional future, was an integral part of a line that paved the way for a 
record-setting Texas offense last season. The Longhorns set school 
marks by averaging 50 points and 512 yards a game, and then 
capped it off with their stunning Rose Bowl victory over Southern 
California. 

Blalock’s coaches talk of him as a technician, a perfectionist with 
a ballerina’s obsession with footwork. His teammates laughingly call 
him, “The Dancing Bear.” 

Texas coach Mack Brown calls him something else entirely. 

“We think he can be as good as any lineman in the country this 
year,” Brown said. “He just road grades people.” 

And he’s been doing it for going on four years now. 

Blalock earned a starting job as a redshirt freshman in 2003 and 
hasn't come out of the lineup since. He has started 38 consecutive 
games at right tackle, the longest active string of any player on the 
Texas roster. 

Over the years, Blalock has come to learn a fascinating lesson 
when it comes to the art of playing offensive line. 

“It’s not just a bunch of big uglies bumping into each other,” 
said Blalock, a two-time first-team All-Big 12 pick. 

There is a science to it, he says. 

Blalock spends ample time in the film room, studying not only 
his own tendencies but those of opposing defensive linemen. 

He describes his playing style as, “always thinking on my feet.” 

Blalock often makes it a point to know not only his own 
blocking assignments, but those of his fellow linemen. That came in 
handy over the offseason, as Blalock worked to add another line to 
his job description. 

During spring and summer drills, Blalock toggled between 
tackle and right guard, a position he hadn't played since high school. 

Texas coaches hope Blalock can at least provide some depth and 
versatility for an offensive line looking to replace two starters. 

Blalock, with an eye toward the NFL, certainly doesn’t mind 
padding his resume with work at a second position. 

“Tt never hurts to add to the repertoire of skills at your dispos- 
al,” Blalock said. “It can only help.” 

Not that many Texas fans will notice Blalock’s hard work. 

Fans will always talk about Vince Young’s winning touchdown 
run in the Rose Bowl. But do any of them remember who leveled a 
defender for the key block on that scramble? 

It was Blalock, laying out a blitzing USC safety, springing 
Young for his run to immortality. Young became a legend. Blalock 
remains anonymous. 

Just the way he likes it. 


— Jeff McDonald 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


High-impact Moses Ready to 
Accept Higher Georgia Profile 


Quentin Moses had become accustomed to waiting 


Yy it’s his turn now. 
his turn. 


At Georgia, the lead Dawg on defense has been a succession of 
g g 
high-impact, high-profile guys. Players like David Pollack, Thomas 


Davis, Odell Thurman, Richard Seymour, Marcus Stroud ... 
following in a long line of big-timers. And against that kind of 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


NAME 


Quentin Moses 
Gaines Adams 
Adam Carriker 
Dan Bazuin 
Lawrence Jackson 
Tim Crowder 
Larry Birdine 
Victor Abiamiri 
Mkristo Bruce 


, Calvin Thibodeaux 


Brian Smith 


. Quentin Groves 


Larry McSwain 
Baraka Atkins 
Kenny lwebema 


Anthony Spencer 
. Tommy Blake 


OHNAARONS 


Chris Ellis 
Michael Heard 
C.J. Ah You 


COLLEGE 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Nebraska 
Central Michigan 
USC 


Texas 

Oklahoma 

Notre Dame 
Washington State 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 


Virginia Tech 
Mississippi State 
Oklahoma 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


| RK NAME 


Brandon Mebane 
Marcus Thomas 
Jay Alford 
Justin Harrell 
Quinn Pitcock 
Sedrick Ellis 
Brent Curvey 
Derek Landri 
Frank Okam 
Rhema Fuller 
Keilen Dykes 
Mitch King 

Nick Hayden 
Joe Anoai 

Keith Jackson 
Kareem Brown 
Ramel Meekins 
Trevor Laws — 
Glen Dorsey 
Ray McDonald 
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COLLEGE 


Cal 

Florida 

Penn State 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 
USC 

lowa State 
Notre Dame 
Texas 
UConn 

West Virginia 
lowa 
Wisconsin 
Georgia Tech 
Arkansas 
Miami 
Rutgers 
Notre Dame 
LSU 

Florida 
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Quentin Moses 


backdrop, Moses was 
entirely comfortable 
just doing his job. 

“T’ve always considered myself a role player,” he said. 

OK, but now, whether he expected this kind of attention or 
not, it’s his time to become the high-profile, high-impact player. 

First-team preseason All-American, leader of a nasty pack of 
Bulldogs, and one with good potential for the 2007 NFL Dratt ... 
Moses still is somewhat mystified by the swelling of attention. 

“Even going into last season, those ‘watch lists’ caught me off 
guard because I hadn't done anything,” he said. “Hearing all that, | 
guess it can be good and bad. I like the idea of having to prove 
something to everybody and sneaking up on people.” 

Moses paused, then added with continued bewilderment, “Ie 
almost feels kind of funny to have my name mentioned with the top 
people in the country. It’s different for me. I’ve never experienced 
ite 

With Pollack garnering most of the attention, Moses did 
somewhat sneak up on people his first two seasons. He had nine 
sacks and 25 quarterback pressures his freshman and sophomore 
seasons. 

“Even when Pollack got all the attention,” said Georgia head 
coach Mark Richt, “Quentin was making his share of the plays.” 

The very bright and personable Moses made the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll. And, following Pollack’s lead, he clearly showed he 
understood the value of hard work. 

Moses worked harder than ever this past offseason. 

“I’m a competitor, man,” Moses said. “Growing up, I wanted to 
be a professional athlete. It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity. Most 
people don’t even get the opportunity.” 

Moses should finally realize his dream — next year. 

Moses recalled the first time the subject of skipping his senior 
year at Georgia ever came up. He says it was almost as though he 
should look over each shoulder and ask, “Are you talking to me?” 

“A reporter asked me if I was going to enter the draft,” Moses 
said, “I had never even thought about it until he asked me.” 

It was a logical question. After waiting his turn behind Pollack 
and veteran Will Thompson, Moses enjoyed a breakthrough junior 
season in 2005. He led the Bulldogs with 11.5 sacks. And at 
6-foot-5, 250 pounds with a quick first step, Moses possesses the 
pass rushing skills NFL scouts find hard to come by. 

So Moses did file a request with the NFL to assess his draft 
status, more out of curiosity than anything. The projection: third or 
fourth round. 

Moses’ reply to the NFL: See you next year. 

“] definitely don’t feel like I’m the best player I can be,” Moses 
said. 

Georgia's Sugar Bowl loss to West Virginia still eats at him. 

“I wanted to try to do the best I can for myself,” he said. “But I 
didn’t like the way the season ended, going out on a bad note. You 
never get that senior year back. I wanted to experience it.” 

— Guerry Clegg 
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Blades Cuts His Own Path: 
Success More Than Genes 


tion, Fla. It was his destiny, to be a football star for the 
Miami Hurricanes, just like his dad and just like his uncles. 
But Blades wanted something — to make his own name — that 
he could only attain if he went against the family tradition. 
That's why, on the advice of his favorite uncle, the late Al 
Blades, he looked elsewhere when choosing where to play college 
football. 


T he “U.” was all H.B. Blades ever knew as a child in Planta- 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 
RK NAME COLLEGE 


Patrick Willis Ole Miss 
H.B. Blades Pittsburgh 
Brandon Siler é Florida 
Desmond Bishop ; Cal 
Thaddeus Washington Colorado 
Corey McKeon Nebraska 
Anthony Waters Clemson 
Kevin McLee West Virginia 
Justin Warren Texas A&M 
Jarvis Jackson Georgia 
Oscar Lua USG 
Quinton Culberson Mississippi State 
Jon Abbate Wake Forest 
Korey Hall Boise State 
Buster Davis Florida State 
Matt Muncy Ohio 

Nick Bunting Tulsa 

Kelvin Smith Sr, Syracuse 
Rob Caldwell : Navy 

Ben Moffitt South Florida 


DOO OO ON 


\ COLLEGE 


Penn State 
Oklahoma. 
Virginia Tech 
Michigan 
Arkansas 
Florida 
USC 
Georgia 
Auburn 


Paul Posluszny 
Rufus Alexander 
Vince Hall 
LaMarr Woodley 
Sam Olajubutu 
Earl Everett 
Keith Rivers 
Tony Taylor 

Will Herring 
Robert Killebrew Texas 

Keyunta Dawson : Texas Tech 

Ali Highsmith 3 LSU 

Brian Toal Boston College 
Juwan Simpson Alabama 
Stephen Nicholas South Florida 
Dan Connor Penn State 
Jeremy Jones UTEP — 
KaMichael Hall Georgia Tech 
Xavier Adibi Virginia Tech 
Mike Alston Toledo 
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H.B. Blades 


He initially 
committed to Michi- 
gan ... but he wasn't completely comfortable with that, so he kept 
looking. He decided on the University of Pittsburgh, a good 
compromise because the Panthers played in the same conference as 
Miami (at the time). 

“(Former Florida coach) Ron Zook came and visited me when I 
was in high school and as soon as he left, my dad and uncles were 
like ‘absolutely not,” Blades said. 

“It was made clear if | wasn’t going to the U — and that wasn’t 
an option at first — I'd have to leave the state of Florida. Pitt was 
one of the schools I was familiar with because they did play Miami 
and I also knew I could make an impact here, I could lead this 
program to the top.” 

Blades certainly has made a name for himself at Pitt, which won 
the Big East in 2004 but suffered through a losing record last 
season. 

Blades, entering his third season as the starting middle line- 
backer, is clearly the Panthers leader on defense. He led the Big East 
with 121 tackles last season and is aiming to become the Panthers’ 
first three-time first-team All-Big East selection. 

“H.B. is going to show up to play every day; that’s just who he 
is and how he was raised,” coach Dave Wannstedt said. 

Blades’ father Bennie was an All-American defensive back for 
the Hurricanes from 1984-87. H.B. Blades’ uncle, Brian, was a 
receiver for the Hurricanes during that same era. 

Wannstedt, who coached Bennie as a defensive coordinator at 
Miami, said father and son share many traits. 

“H.B. is a lot like his dad in that he has a great feel for the 
game,” Wannstedt said. 

“He just knows where he’s supposed to be on every play. He's 
not the biggest linebacker, he’s not the fastest linebacker, but he 
makes more plays than anyone I’ve seen. It is because he’s deceptive- 
ly fast and because he’s so smart, he plays a lot faster than most guys. 
He just has a nose for the ball.” 

Blades said his father and his uncle Brian gave him a good base 
of football knowledge, but he said Al, who played for the Hurri- 
canes from 1996-2000, was his closest mentor. 

Al and H.B. shared a room while they were growing up at their 
grandparent’ house in Plantation, and Al taught H.B. how to play 
football in the backyard. They worked out together every day, and 
H.B. described Al as “a big brother,” which is why it was so difficult 
for him to handle Al’s death in a car accident in March 1993. 

H.B. carries Al’s spirit with him, as well as the family legacy, 
every time he hits the field. But he said anybody who believes he is 
merely a product of good genes doesn’t understand his work ethic, 
or the work ethic that so defines his family. 

“A lot of football players have sons that can’t play,” Blades said. 

“I’m here because I worked hard, because my family pushed me 
to be the best I can be. You can’t accomplish anything without hard 
work, without persevering, I don’t care who you are related to.” 

— Paul Zeise 
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Hits in 
LSU’s Long-Lasting Landry 


There's a Lott of Big 


he fifth game of LSU’s 2003 season has become lost amid all 
the hoopla surrounding the Tigers’ Bowl Championship 
Series national title that year. 
Now that LaRon Landry is a senior and a Lindy’ Preseason All- 
American free safety, it bears reviewing. 
Landry made his starting debut in that game, providing a 
glimpse of the greatness to come: 11 tackles, a quarterback hurry 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


RK NAME 


Leon Hall 
Darrelle Revis 
David Irons 
Daymeion Hughes 
John Talley 
Antoine Cason 
Marquice Cole 
Fred Bennett 
Tanard Jackson 
Malcolm Jenkins 
C.J. Wilson 

Mike Jenkins 
Tony Carter 
Alphonso Smith 
Joe Garcia 
Marcus Hamilton 
Marcus McCauley 
Mike Mickens 
Aqib Talib 

Tim Mixon 


COLLEGE 
Michigan 
Pittsburgh 
Auburn 

Cal 

Duke 
Arizona 
Northwestern 
South Carolina 
Syracuse 
Ohio State 
Baylor 

South Florida 
Florida State 
Wake Forest 
Nevada 
Virginia 
Fresno State 
Cincinnati 
Kansas 

Cal 


TOP SAFETIES 


LaRon Landry 


Brandon Meriweather 


Michael Griffin 
Tom Zbikowski 
Eric Weddle 
Wesley Smith 
J.D. Nelson 
Reggie Nelson 
David Overstreet 
Jessie Daniels 
Sabby Piscatelli 
Eric Wicks 
Patrick Chung 
Michael Johnson 
Kenny Phillips 
J.J. Billingsley 
Jeramie Johnson 
Jamie Silva 
Roderick Rogers 
Zach Catanese 
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COLLEGE 
LSU 

Miami 

Texas 

Notre Dame 
Utah 
Memphis 
Oregon 
Florida 
Missouri 

LSU 

Oregon State 
West Virginia 
Oregon 
Arizona 
Miami 
Colorado 
Mississippi State 
Boston College 
Wisconsin 
Arizona State 
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LaRon Landry 


and a blocked field 
goal. All that went a 
long way toward helping LSU smack Mississippi State, 41-6. 

“T gave it my best,” Landry said of the effort. “I haven't left the 
field since then.” 

With good reason. Landry has become a cornerstone of the 
LSU defense, which ranked third nationally last year under first-year 
coordinator Bo Pelini. 

Landry has made 35 consecutive starts, including 33 at free 
safety, where he was moved after having started at cornerback and 
strong safety. 

Landry's home has given him the freedom to roam in a sec- 
ondary that also features senior strong safety Jessie Daniels, who has 
25 career starts. They form a bone-jarring tandem. 

“| like being aggressive,” said the 6-2, 204-pound Landry. “I 
like going to the ball and hitting people.” 

It’s small wonder Landry says he patterns his style of play after 
Ronnie Lott, who exemplified those qualities during his Hall of 
Fame career with the San Francisco 49ers. 

Landry led LSU in tackles in each of his first two years, and 
became the first freshman to do so since 1990. His 69 stops last year 
tied for third. 

The decrease in his tackle statistics wasn’t so much a decline in 
production as it was a reflection of Pelini’s philosophy and a veteran 
line that has since graduated most of its members. 

The numbers notwithstanding, Landry was more valuable than 
ever. He led the team with three interceptions and was chosen first- 
team All-SEC and a second-team All-American. 

Landry, who has 241 career stops, has no intention of letting 
up, although he said he must be careful to avoid “competing with 
myself” by measuring what he does against previous accomplish- 
ments. Those include 12.5 career tackles for losses, seven sacks and 
nine interceptions. 

Landry's devotion to improvement can be seen in his decision to 
forego an early exit to the NFL. He toyed with the idea before 
announcing his return. 

“T’m thrilled,” LSU coach Les Miles said when he learned of 
Landry's commitment. 

“LaRon is a player that brings a great deal to our football team 
in terms of his ability on the field, but he’s also a guy who is a leader 
and someone that other players on the team look up to. This is 
certainly exciting.” 

The low-key Landry has become much more demonstrative 
since those early days when then-head coach Nick Saban and then- 
defensive coordinator Will Muschamp implored Landry to become 
more vocal in the defensive backfield. 

“LaRon is a great football player,” said Dallas Cowboys defen- 
sive end Marcus Spears, one of Landry's former teammates. “(LSU’s 
defense) puts him in great situations to make plays, and he’s able to 
do it.” 

Again and again. 

— Dave Moormann 
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ALL-PURPOSE 


teve Breaston wasn’t on the Michigan campus for long 
before his football teammates dubbed him “Special.” 
“T love Steve,” said Michigan tailback Mike Hart. “He 
can do a lot of things. He’s a beast. He’s a freak.” 

And now, he’s a beastly freak who’s also healthy. 

There's always been a “wow” factor with Breaston’s performance 
— offering the kind of thrill that belies the slender senior’s reserved 
personality — dating to his days at Woodland Hills High School in 
the Pittsburgh area. 

While at Woodland Hills, Breaston played with a superhero T- 
shirt under his uniform. Yet at Michigan, he’s hardly been indestruc- 
tible, coping with a series of nagging injuries the past two seasons. 

First it was a stress fracture in his foot. Then a broken finger. 
Then a strained hamstring. 


TOP KICKERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Colorado 
Georgia 
Southern Miss 
Oregon State 
Eastern Michigan 
Oregon 

lowa 

Clemson 

Wake Forest 
Virginia Tech 


RK NAME 


Mason Crosby 
Brandon Coutu 
Darren McCaleb 
Alexis Serna 
Andrew Wellock 
Paul Martinez 
Kyle Schlicher 
Jad Dean 

Sam Swank 
Brandon Pace 
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COLLEGE 
Wiscsonsin 
Auburn 
Michigan State 
Maryland 
Virginia Tech 
Memphis 
Syracuse 
Georgia 
Pittsburgh 
Colorado State 


Ken DeBauche 
Kody Bliss 
Brandon Fields 
Adam Podlesh 
Nic Schmitt 
Michael Gibson 
Brendan Carney 
Gordon Ely-Kelso 
Adam Graessle 

. Jimmie Kaylor 

Not rated due to injury: Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 


TOP ALL-PURPOSE 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Ohio State 
Michigan 
Kentucky 
Miami (Ohio) 
Rutgers 
Arizona State 
Penn State 
Arizona State 
Nebraska 
Arkansas 
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) RK NAME 


Ted Ginn Jr. 
Steve Breaston 
Rafael Little 
Ryne Robinson 
Willie Foster 
Terry Richardson 
Derrick Williams 
Rudy Burgess 
Terrence Nunn 
Felix Jones 
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Michigan's All-Around Threat 
is Simply Poetry In Motion “c 


ne 
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Steve Breaston 


At the conclusion 
of practices in the 
spring, the 6-1, 182-pound Breaston declared himself as healthy as 
ever, ready to give all of his special abilities to a Michigan team 
trying to rebound from a 7-5 season. 

“Last year, we really didn’t have that much fun. But it’s a new 
season,” he said. “I want to erase the sour taste out of my mouth, 
enjoy football again.” 

Breaston speaks quietly, preferring to express his emotions on 
paper, where he pens poem upon poem, rarely about football. 

On the field, though, his creativity churns in a way that any fan 
can appreciate. Breaston is capable of instant offense, whether it be 
on kick returns, punt returns, or as a wide receiver,. 

“He can score any time he touches the ball,” Hart said. 

During 2003, his redshirt freshman year, Breaston scored via 
reception, rush and punt return. What's more, he threw a touch- 
down pass to become the first Michigan player to accomplish that 
four-way scoring feat since 1949. 

On one audacious play against Illinois in 2003, Breaston fielded 
a punt on the right sideline, froze a defender with a series of fakes, 
went left and curved to the opposite sideline before running 74 
yards for a touchdown. 

Since that year, when he set a school single-season record for 
punt return yardage, Breaston has continued to make memorable 
plays and make history. 

In the Rose Bowl against Texas at the end of the 2004 season, 
he ripped through the Longhorns for 315 all-purpose yards, break- 
ing the game's previous standard set more than three decades earlier 
by O.J. Simpson. 

Michigan's most recent bowl game, last December against 
Nebraska, again turned into showtime. Breaston set a new Alamo 
Bowl record with 224 all-purpose yards in a tight Michigan loss. 

Although Breaston already has joined former Wisconsin Badger 
Nick Davis as the only Big Ten players to top 1,000 career yards in 
three categories — punt returns, kickoff returns and receiving — 
he’s certain to add to his legacy. 

Breaston, who owns Michigan’s career punt return record, is less 
than 100 yards from overtaking Anthony Carter for the kick return 
mark. But as a wide receiver, Breaston is still searching for a consis- 
tent starring role for the Wolverines, who need someone to extend 
their excellence at that position. 

For the past eight seasons, the Wolverines have featured a 
1,000-yard receiver, most recently Jason Avant. But after the now- 
graduated Avant, who caught 82 passes for 1,007 yards in 2005, the 
production dipped dramatically. Mario Manningham had 27 
catches for 433 yards, followed by Breaston with just 26 receptions 
for just 291 yards. 

Breaston knows he can do more as a senior. 

“This is my last year, my last year playing for the school,” he 
said. “It’s not a given (I'll) be playing next year, so I want to take 
advantage of the opportunity.” 

—John Heuser 
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1. OHIO STATE 


To be placed atop this category, you can’t just be 
strong at quarterback (sorry, Florida); you can’t just 
have a wealth of running backs (sorry, Texas); and 
you can't simply be talented at both spots. You need 
experience (sorry, USC). 

The thing you need to do is mix a Heisman 
candidate (quarterback Troy Smith) with a back who 
rushed for 1,331 yards last season (Antonio Pittman) 
with an already-enrolled super recruit (RB Chris 
Wells) with depth at both positions ... now, you have 
the top backfield in the nation. 

Wells has power skills reminiscent of Maurice 
Clarett (without the baggage, please), but doesn’t 
have to be “the show” with the speedy Pittman 
around. 

As for Smith, he finished fourth in the nation in 
passing efficiency last season (162.7), and lacks for 
nothing to be even better. 


2. WEST VIRGINIA 


Two of the biggest discoveries of last season 
were do-it-all quarterback Patrick White and slithery 
running back Steve Slaton. This season, they could 
combine to rush for 2,500 yards (gulp, or more), lead 
the Mountaineers to the national title game, and 
generally become bigger-than-big stars. Get used to 
these twin powers; they're only sophomores. 


3. NOTRE DAME 


The Notre Dame record book will be all his, and 
QB Brady Quinn can add “legend” to his body of work 
if he takes Charlie Weis’ offense and spins it into a 
national title. RB Darius Walker isn’t necessarily a 
breakaway threat, but he gets every inch out of his 
carries. When you added up all those inches, he had 
1,196 yards last season. 


4. MICHIGAN 


Hart and Henne, Take 3. Juniors who have been 
around and around the Big Ten block, RB Mike Hart 
and QB Chad Henne are each in the top 10 nationally 
at their respective positions. As a three-year starter, 
Henne can break all of Michigan's career passing 
records. Hart, slowed by injury last season, has help 
from sophomore Kevin Grady. 


5. LOUISVILLE 


Brian Brohm’s torn ACL last November is reason 
for pause ... until you see that he was sharp in the 
spring (in non-contact drills, of course) and moving 
around just fine. Double B has plenty of zip on the 
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Troy Smith’s 16 touchdown passes, with sh four interceptions, 
helped make him one of the nation’s most effiicient passers. 


ball, a skill that supersedes whatever lack of zip he 
has on the ground. Backfield mate Michael Bush is 
250-pound, TD-scoring force. Hmmm... another 
Heisman-winning Bush? 


6. Arizona State — Sam Keller and Rudy 


Carpenter could each be national top 10 quarterbacks. 


Sophomore RB Keegan Herring will be 1,000-yard 
rusher now that he has pushed Rudy Burgess to 
receiver. 


7. LSU — Overflowing at quarterback, and Alley 


TOP 10 


Tight ends are included in this category, which 
doesn’t help USC after it lost circus-catcher 
Dominique Byrd. But the Trojans don’t need much 
help from their tight ends. Their receivers are tall, fast 
and sure-handed. 

The Trojans are trying to hit for the cycle, witha 
Heisman-winning QB in 2004, a Heisman-winning RB 
in 2005 ... and a Heisman-winning WR in 2006. OK, 
So it will be extremely hard for a pure wideout (no 
returns or dabbling on defense) to win the big prize, 
but junior Dwayne Jarrett at least has a fighting 


Broussard can be superb (although he’s coming off 
an ACL injury). 


8. lowa — Drew Tate (2,800 passing yards). Albert 
Young (1,300 rushing yards). 


9. Auburn — RB Kenny Irons is one of nation’s 
best. QB Brandon Cox is just fine. 


10. Oklahoma — Rhett Bomar has to be better, 
and his year of experience helps just enough in a 
backfield that has Adrian Peterson. 


RECEIVERS 


chance before he dances off to the NFL. 

Meanwhile, Steve Smith sails along with 119 
career receptions, and sophomore Patrick Turner 
could be the next Jarrett. 

And then Pete Carroll signed five more wideouts 
of the highest pedigree in the offseason including 
Vidal Hazelton, whose protracted recruitment involved 
a doozy of a battle with Penn State. 


G 
Yeah, it’s a crazy offense that produces crazy 
numbers, but who are we to argue with the Big 12 
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coaches? They made Jarrett Hicks and Joel Filani 
first-team all-league choices last season, and both 
receivers are back, along with Robert Johnson. Put 
them all together and they combined for 197 
receptions, 2,853 yards and 22 touchdowns. 


SS 

Andre Caldwell was giving the Gators the 
versatility it wanted in Urban Meyer's offense, 
Catching passes, taking handoffs, handling reverses. 
And then he broke his leg in the third game. He’s back 
to be Mr. Everything, while Dallas Baker looked better 
than ever in the spring. Jemalle Cornelius is another 
solid starter in the spread, and Percy Harvin wasn't 
recruited to sit his first season. 


oe re ere a SE] 

Consensus All-American Jeff Samardzija catches 
everything thrown his way, finishing last season with 
77 receptions for 1,249 yards and 15 touchdowns. He 
no longer has Maurice Stovall running on the other 
side, but the Irish get back Rhema McKnight — the 
team’s leading receiver in 2003 and 2004 — froma 
redshirt season. The Irish receiving corps should be 
even more productive and dangerous. 


Eee ee eS 

This could start and end with Ted Ginn Jr., and 
that might be good enough for us. He had four TD 
receptions last season — a modest number — but 
here are the style points: Those scores were each 
from at least 46 yards. Anthony Gonzalez and others 
ready to pick up their stats after the departure of 
Santonio Holmes provide the requisite help. 


6. Texas — Junior Limas Sweed turned into a big- 
play threat, and with Billy Pittman, Quan Cosby, 
Jordan Shipley and others, UT is way OK. 


7. Michigan — Mario Manningham and Steve 
Breaston. That's upside that is way up there. 


8. Virginia Tech — No superstar, but super deep 
with David Clowney, Eddie Royal, Josh Morgan, Josh 
Hyman, Justin Harper ... 


9. Miami — Ranked on potential, with Ryan Moore 
and Lance Leggett trying to shed underachieving 
labels. TE Greg Olsen is an NFLer. 


10. Florida State — Chris Davis, De'Cody Fagg 
and the 6-6 Greg Carr (20.6 yards per catch). 


Dwayne Jarrett (left) and Steve Smith are back to do more dancing 
in the end zone for USC; Jarrett had 16 TD receptions last season. 
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TOP 10 


OFFENSIVE LINES 


1. TEXAS 


The Longhorns have Lindy’s top-rated tackle 
(Justin Blalock) and top-rated guard (Kasey Stud- 
dard), so it’s only natural that UT has Lindy’s top- 
rated offensive line. Perhaps apologies are in order to 
Lyle Sendlein, a very fine player in his own right but 
not our top-rated center. 

Top ranking or not, these hosses will make life 
easy (well, as easy as can be expected) for the 
Longhorns’ new quarterbacks. Blalock will become 
yet another Texas offensive lineman picked high in the 
NFL draft. 


2. CLEMSON 


The Tigers return all five starters. Thanks to the 
Clemson sports information office for turning up this 
stat: The last four seasons in which the Tigers have 
had all five starting linemen returning, they are 39-9, 
including the undefeated national championship run 
of 1981. Hard to single out one guy, but if we had to, 
it would be guard Roman Fry. 


3. USC 


It is acknowledged that the personnel losses 
were significant — Winston Justice, Deuce Lutui and 
Fred Matua — but what other team (other than Texas) 
has two potential first-team All-Americans? Pac-10 
coaches couldn't agree last season whether tackle 
Sam Baker or center Ryan Kalil made the Trojans’ line 
go, and that duo is joined by talented guard Jeff 
Byers, coming off a redshirt. 


4. ARKANSAS 


No big names — other than maybe oft-injured 
tackle Zac Tubbs — but four starters return for a team 
that was the only one in the SEC to average more than 
200 yards a game and 5 yards a carry (rounding up 
from 4.96). 


5. MICHIGAN 


Can't have a list of top offensive lines without the 
Wolverines popping up somewhere. Jake Long is 
switching from right tackle to left tackle, leading a unit 
that includes two other starters and center Mark Bihl, 
who has starting experience, too. 


6. Notre Dame —Four veterans return, 
including left tackle Ryan Harris. 


7. Oregon State — Starting group returns 
intact, including Pac-10 co-freshman of the year 
Jeremy Perry, a guard. 


8. Ohio State — Plenty of experience and 
versatility, personified by senior center/tackle Doug 
Datish. 


9. West Virginia — All-American center Dan 
Mozes, second-team All-Big East guard Jeremy 
Sheffey and freshman All-American guard Ryan 
Stancheck. 


10. Auburn — Tigers’ guards — Tim Duckworth 
and Ben Grubbs — are SEC’s best combo. 
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Oklahoma’s Larry Birdine, who missed last seaso 


re | 


_ 


n due to injury, is part of the best group of defensive 


ends in the country, and they won’t have to chase Texas quarterback Vince Young anymore. 


ae ee 

The Sooners will be stronger up front, even after 
the loss of DT Dusty Dvoracek (18 tackles for loss) 
and especially because the linemen don't have to 
chase Vince Young around anymore. 

Basically, OU’s line runneth over with talent, with 
end Larry Birdine coming back from a redshirt year 
(torn biceps) to join Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of 
the Year C.J. Ah You (seven sacks last season) and 
Calvin Thibodeaux (10 sacks). John Williams also 
returns from a redshirt season. 

No troubles on the interior, either. Carl Pendleton 
has been rock solid, joined this season by Cory 
Bennett, Steve Coleman and very promising redshirt 
freshman DeMarcus Granger. 


Se ee ee eer) 
The Longhorns have plenty of beef but rate a tick 

behind Oklahoma, a designation the national champs 
can probably live with because, well, they're national 
champs. Three-fourths of that national championship 
line returns (all but DT Rod Wright), with DE Tim 
Crowder (20 quarterback hurries) leading the way. DT 
Frank Okam is massive in the middle. 


LSS a a 
The Gators have two of the best pass rushers in 
the league in Ray McDonald and Jarvis Moss, and 
they could be something if they get healthy at the 


same time, which hasn’t happened much. Marcus 
Thomas is an All-America candidate at tackle, and 
Steven Harris is a second-season starter. 


ne a 
Senior Baraka Atkins is back after considering 
the NFL draft; he has 13 career sacks, bouncing 
between end and tackle. The tentative plan is for him 
to play end opposite Bryan Pata (10 career sacks), 
with Kareem Brown replacing disappointing Orien 
Harris — likely an upgrade — on the inside. 


aa SSS ee eee 
Brandon Mebane had seven sacks last season, a 
high number for an interior lineman and a good 
reason why he’s Lindy’s top-rated defensive tackle. 
While he gave the Pac-10 fits, so, too, did second- 
team all-league end Nu’u Tafisi. Nearly the entire two- 


TOP 1O LIN 


1. USC 


Memo to recruits: USC does not need any more 
linebackers. 

The Trojans are perhaps as much as three-deep 
with linebackers who could start for almost anyone. 
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deep returns, including 333-pound starting DT Matt 
Malele. 


6. Arkansas — The only team in the SEC that 
returns the entire front four, led by DE Jamaal 
Anderson and DT Keith Jackson. 


7. USC — Sedrick Ellis is becoming studly inside, 
and DE Lawrence Jackson has All-America potential. 


8. Ghio State — Quinn Pitcock and David 
Patterson are the only two returning starters on D; 
they're one of the best pairs around. 


9. Georgia — Quentin Moses and Charles 
Johnson ... better DE combination than Oklahoma's? 


10. Arizona State — Banking on big contribu- 
tions from at least two of three transfers from four- 
year schools. 


~ be he a 


Nobody's job is safe. Look for Keith Rivers to be a 
pass-rushing force off the edge, especially if the 
Trojans go to a 3-4 look on occasion. 

That look would also give Oscar Lua and Rey 
Maualuga the chance to be on the field at the same 
time instead of competing for time. Dallas Sartz 
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returns after missing most of last season because of a 
shoulder injury, reclaiming a starting spot ... but he'll 
have to keep right on earning it. 


2. PENN STATE 


Linebacker U. has the reigning Butkus Award 
winner in Paul Posluszny, but the high billing in this 
category is more than just a reflection of Poz. Junior 
Dan Connor, ticketed for stardom since before he 
arrived on campus, just might get there in his third 
season as a Starter. Senior Tim Shaw is ever-steady 
on the other side, a perfect complement to the 
playmaking Posluszny. 


3. VIRGINIA TECH 


Vince Hall, the leader of another stingy Hokies 
defense, made 112 tackles last season, with three 
sacks, two interceptions and 15 quarterback hurries. 
Xavier Adibi, a junior, can also play the pass and the 
run, and has yet to reach his full potential. 


4. CLEMSON 


Anthony Waters, the top returning tackler in the 
ACC, has great range, but not even he has as much 
speed as fellow senior Tramaine Billie. But not even 
Billie has a starting spot locked up because 
sophomore Antonio Clay is pushing him hard. Nick 
Watkins is the third returning starter in the best group 
in the ACC. 


5. CALIFORNIA 


It helps Cal that powerhouse City College of San 
Francisco is right there, and the Bears drove over a 
couple of years ago to get middle ‘backer Desmond 
Bishop, who led the team in tackles last season (89) 
and earned All-Pac-10 honors. Talented sophomores 
are beside him, and Mickey Pimentel can do plenty off 
the bench. 


6. Georgia — Three starters return, including 
Tony Taylor outside and Jarvis Jackson inside. 


7. Nebraska — Corey McKeon is a fiery leader, 
and competition will be fierce if everyone gets healthy 
at the same time. 


8. Florida — Brandon Siler and Earl Everett are 
excellent. After that? 


3. Texas — Robert Killebrew is nasty on the 
strongside, and high-class recruit Sergio Kindle might 
help right away. 


10. Oklahoma — Rufus Alexander is the central 
figure in a position group that is never lacking under 
Bob Stoops. 


TOP 10 DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. MIAMI 


No strangers to turning out first-round picks, the 
Hurricanes might have packed a few such players into 
the safety position. 

It starts with free safety Brandon Meriweather, a 
Lindy’s preseason All-American who set a school 
record last season with 76 solo tackles. He finished 
with 114 overall, including 13 for loss. 

Sophomores Kenny Phillips and Anthony 
Reddick help form the best safety trio in the nation, 
and should make a heck of a nickel package. The 
cornerback position is boosted by the strong return of 
Glenn Sharpe, out for most of the past two seasons 
because of knee injuries. 


2. LSU 


Safeties LaRon Landry and Jessie Daniels have 
been key members of the secondary since the Tigers’ 
2003 championship season. Landry, Lindy’s top-rated 
safety, is shooting for three-time All-SEC honors. 
Depth is strong at those positions, and junior Chevis 
Jackson returns as a starting cornerback. 


3. ARIZONA 


Junior cornerback Antoine Cason has an NFL 
future, and coach Mike Stoops says senior strong 
safety Michael Johnson “has a chance to be a first- 
rounder.” Wilrey Fontenot, like Cason, is entering his 
third season as a starter, and is one of the best in the 
Pac-10. It’s enough fo give Mike's big bro, Bob, 
secondary envy. 


4. CAL 


The Bears, like Pac-10 mate Arizona, feature one 
of the top cornerback combinations in the country in 
Daymeion Hughes and Tim Mixon. Unlike Arizona, 
however, Cal doesn’t appear to have an NFL-ready 
prospect at safety, although Thomas DeCoud at free 
safety has some major athletic skills. 


5. TENNESSEE 


The Vols bring back everyone who started the 
final six games of last season, with talent behind 
them, including safety Demetrius Morley. Cornerback 
Inky Johnson has All-SEC potential, but the team’s 
best defensive back is safety Jonathan Hefney, who 
had a team-best three interceptions last season. 


6. Oklahoma — Versatile D.J. Wolfe and Reggie 
Smith settle into their roles at cornerback. 


7. Colorado — J.J. Billingsley leads a deep group 
at safety, but corners won't be quite as strong. 


8. Auburn — Three starters, including CB David 
Irons, return ... maybe ex-safety Will Herring will 
move back from linebacker. 


9. Texas — Michael Griffin has a chance to be an 
All-American, and last year’s depth steps to the front. 


10. Utah — Combo defensive back Eric Weddle is a 
future high draft pick; safety Casey Evans is All-MWC. 


2 + geek Noy 
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Keith Rivers and all his talented pals at linebacker will be looking to drive Notre Dame quarterback 
Brady Quinn into the turf again when the teams meet in Los Angeles in late November. 
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A Sure 
Thing 


By Anthony Gimingy 


ational 
hampionship 


hen Vince 
Young packed up 
his football and 
high-stepped to the 
NEL, the job of pick- 
— ing a preseason No. | got 
—— whole lot tougher. 
Pity. 
Young's Rose Bowl slicing 
and dicing kept USC from 
— uh, thricing, as it were 
— and it would have been 
so easy for us if he had 
just decided to stay in 
burnt orange for his 
senior season. 

But, nooooo. He 
had to be Mr. NFL 
High Draft Pick, 

leaving the college 
football world without 
one of those take-it-to- 
Vegas preseason picks. 
So, answering the 
question of “Who's 
No. 1?” is more 
problematic than it 
has been in recent 
years. 
It was so simple the 
past two years, taking 
about as long as a Reggie 
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Bush 70-yard touchdown run (OK, not 
even that long), to figure out that USC 
was going to be the preseason No. 1. It 
was only a tad bit trickier earlier in the 
decade, when logic dictated that the deep 
talent pools at Miami and Oklahoma 
were unimpeachable choices. 

This season, Lindy’ top three choices 
for the national title feature: 

*A defense that was the worst in 
school history last season. 

*A defense that has to replace nine 
starters. 

*A team with a sophomore quarter- 
back, a sophomore running back and, 
whose resume leans heavily on its “easier- 
than-yours” schedule. 

We're talking about Notre Dame, 
Ohio State, and West Virginia. 

We don’t want to eliminate Texas and 
USC out of hand, but the hardest thing 
to do is replace a championship quarter- 
back, which both teams are doing. 
They're still both candidates, considering 
they're still the best the Big 12 and Pac- 
10 have to offer. 

The SEC, meantime, is stacked. 
That's good for the league. And bad. 
Nothing is harder than getting through 
the SEC undefeated. If anybody does, 
let’s go ahead and make them No. 1, no 
matter where they start in the polls. 
(We're pretty sure Auburn fans will agree 
with us.) 

The ACC's premier teams — Florida 
State, Miami, Virginia Tech — have 
featured better teams in recent seasons. 
Check back next year. 

So, we're back where we started: 
Notre Dame, Ohio State and West 
Virginia. 

Fabulous offenses, each of them, so 
the race for the top shouldn't be boring. 

And this is all a good thing, of 
course, because while USC would have 
been chasing history this season if it had 
won the Rose Bowl, that would have 
pretty much been the entire discussion in 
college football. 

Now, dozens and dozens of teams are 
aptly in the conversation, either because 
they're pretty darn good or because 
everyone else is potentially tragically 


flawed. 


In any case, welcome to a wild season. 
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A couple of things are 
changing, other than the addi- 
tion of another BCS game. 

Four of five BCS games, will 
be broadcast on Fox, rather 
than ABC, which will continue to 
telecast the Rose Bowl. 

And since sponsorships 
make the college football world 
go ’round, get used to hearing 
about the Allstate (not Nokia) 
Sugar Bowl, and, perhaps more 
alarmingly, the 2008 Allstate 
BCS national championship 
game. 

Conferences with automatic 
berths are expected to get 
about $17 million this season, 
working up to $18.5 after the 
2009 regular season. A confer- 
ence with a second team in the 
BCS gets $4.5 mil added to its 
stash. 


Get thee to Glendale 


This is the first year of the BCS 
double-hosting system, with the Fiesta 
folks actually doing triple-hosting. 

They will put on the Insight Bowl, 
which moves from the Arizona Diamond- 
backs’ Chase Field to Sun Devil Stadium 
... and then the Fiesta Bowl, which moves 
from Sun Devil Stadium to the new 
Cardinals Stadium in Glendale ... and 
then the “new” stand-alone BCS national 
title game on Jan. 8, also at Cardinals 
Stadium. 

Essentially, the No. 1 and No. 2 
teams are removed from the BCS pool to 
play in the BCS national title game ... 
and chances are they'll be champions of 
two of the major conferences. That leaves 


BCS national 
championship game 
Monday, Jan. 8, 2007 

Glendale, Ariz. * Cardinals Stadium 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 

Lindy’s pick: Notre Dame vs. 

Ohio State 


Fiesta Bowl 

Monday, Jan. 1, 2007 

Glendale, Ariz. * Cardinals Stadium 
Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Texas vs. California 


Rose Bowl 

Monday, Jan. 1, 2007 

Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 
Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: USC vs. Oklahoma 


Orange Bowl 

Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2007 

Miami * Dolphins Stadium 

ACC or Big East champ vs. BCS 
at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. Auburn 


Sugar Bowl 
Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2007 

New Orleans * Superdome 

SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Florida vs. West Virginia 


the four big bowls to pick from four 
remaining major conference champions 
and fill their other four spots with at- 
large teams. 

The rules say that “one conference 
champion from among Conference USA, 
Mid-American, Mountain West, Sun 
Belt, and Western Athletic Conferences 
will automatically qualify to play in a 
BCS bowl if it is: (1) ranked among the 
top 12 teams in the final BCS standings; 
or (2) ranked among the top 16 teams in 
the final BCS standings and ranked 
higher than the champion of one of the 
conferences whose champion has an 
annual automatic berth in a BCS bowl.” 

Notre Dame is guaranteed an at-large 
berth if it is ranked No. 8 or better in the 
final BCS standings. 
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Comeback 
players 


Injuries, academ- 
ics, suspensions — 
typical reasons for a 
player falling into the 
“comeback” category. 

Then there’s Cal 
offensive tackle Mike Tepper. 

On June 26, 2005, he saw several 
guys in a car harassing Cal volleyball 
player Camille Leffall and not letting her 


pass. Tepper intervened, and when he and 


Leffall walked away, passing behind the 

car, the driver punched it into reverse. 
Tepper managed to push Leffall out 

of the way (she glanced off the car and 


suffered minor injuries), but he got hit in 
full, was knocked to the ground and a tire 


ran over his right leg. Then the driver, 
later caught and found to be on parole, 
went forward and crushed Tepper’s leg 
again. 

Tepper suffered severe ligament 
damage, a broken fibula and a dislocated 


tibia. Yet, 10 months later (in the spring), 


he was a first-string tackle. Now, that’s 
what we call a comeback player. 

Here are 11 other comebackers (and 
then some), all of whom missed all or 
most of last season: 


Larry Birdine, DE, Oklahoma 
(biceps). His return elevates Sooners line 
to best in the nation. 


Cory Boyd, RB, South Carolina 
(suspension). Versatile as a pass-catcher, 
he’s what Steve Spurrier wants in a 
running back. 


Alley Broussard, RB, LSU (knee). 
Tigers’ leading rusher in 2004 needs to 
come back strong with Justin Vincent 


rehabbing an ACL. 
Andre Caldwell, WR, Florida (leg). He 


adds dimensions to the offense that no 
other Gator does. 


Terry Caulley, RB, UConn (knee). 


Missed most of past two years, but is 
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bearing down on the school rushing 
record, 


Matt Herian, TE, Nebraska (leg). Out 
since October 2004 (broken tibia and 
fibia), he could be a terror in Huskers’ 
new passing game. 

Nate Longshore, QB, Cal (leg injury). 
Slight leader of four-man race for starter; 
Bears just need solid play at QB to be 
very dangerous. 


Rhema McKnight, WR, Notre Dame 
(knee). Now gets his shot in Charlie 
Weis’ prolific offense. 

Joe Newton, TE, Oregon State (leg). 


One of the best in the nation, he'll be a 


needed safety valve for interception-prone 


Matt Moore. 
Glenn Sharpe, CB, Miami (knees). 


Missed most of past two seasons; coach 
Larry Coker says Sharpe might be as 
good as departed Kelly Jennings. 


Zac Tubbs, OT, Arkansas (ankle). 
Mammoth senior shedding pounds in 
order to stay healthy and help lead Hogs 
out of a two-year rebuilding project. 


Honorable mention: FB Brandon 
Hancock, OG Jeff Byers, OLB Dallas 
Sartz, CB Terrell Thomas, SS Kevin 
Ellison ... all back, all potential starters 


for USC. 


Alley Broussard 


t was a sleepy offseason for coaching 

changes, with only 10 teams swap- 

ping head coaches, including just 
three BCS-level programs. 

Only one team in the last season’s 
final Top 25 — No. 15 Wisconsin — 
had a change in command, with that 
being the peaceful and planned transi- 
tion from retiring/full-time athletic 
director Barry Alvarez to former 
defensive coordinator Bret Bielema. 

Surest sign it’s been a slow news 
offseason? Idaho (!) made the biggest 
hiring splash. 

From Buffalo to the Buffaloes, to 
Golden hires to a Prince of a guy, here 
is the who, what, where and why of the 
new coaches in new places. 


Boise State 

Out: Dan Hawkins 

In: Chris Petersen 

Business as usual. Petersen 
has presided over the Broncos’ 
prolific offense as coordinator, and 
the popular coach was a no-brainer 
pick after Hawkins went to Col- 
orado. This is a pipeline position 
(see Houston Nutt, Dirk Koetter and 
Hawkins) and Petersen should 
develop into their class. 


Buffalo 

Out: Jim Hofher 

In: Turner Gill 

Some serious name recognition, 
and that’s a fine place to start for 
one of the worst teams in Division 
I-A. Gill finished fourth in the 1983 
Heisman balloting and spanned 
Tom Osborne to Bill Callahan as a 
Husker assistant. A perfect mar- 
riage: Buffalo gets attention (and a 
better offense) and Gill gets his foot 
in the door. 


Colorado 

Out: Gary Barnett 

In: Dan Hawkins , 

Colorado puts the controversia' 
Barnett Era in the past while landing 
a guy near the top of most AD’s lists 
in the past few years. Good deal. 
Hawkins should be plenty accept- 
able to the fan base, especially with 
his penchant for developing a 
passing game. 
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The dream job for the 36-year-old 


Prince, the one caveat being he has 
to follow a K-State legend. Good 
news is that Snyder’s best-ever-in- 
the-NCAA rebuilding job had started 
to backslide, so Prince, most recently 
Virginia’s offensive coordinator, gets 
to take over when there are only 
modest expectations. 


Score! Erickson never should 
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Dennis Erickson 


have taken a second bite of the NFL 
apple, leaving an Oregon State job he 
loved for the 49ers in 2003. Now, he’s 
back in his small-town Northwest 
roots, at a program he coached from 
1982 to 1985. It won't take the Van- 
dals long to at least become a mid- 
level WAC team (a major 
improvement, by the way). 


MTSU has lost its offensive 
groove, so in comes 46-year-old 
Stockstill, a noted recruiter who has 
his pick of glitzy playbooks. Whatever 


he lifts from his former bosses — 
Steve Spurrier, Lou Holtz, Danny 
Ford, Tommy Bowden, Ken Hatfield 
— likely will be plenty good. 


Graham had been Tulsa’s defen- 
sive coordinator for three seasons, 
but he also spent two years with Rich 
Rodriguez at West Virginia, which 
explains Rice’s new spread offense. 
That, coupled with the hiring of Major 
Applewhite as offensive coordinator, 
should help the Owls bring in talented 
QBs (Pierre Beasley was the star of 
the class). 


Long has been a hot prospect for 
a while, and he was smart to wait for 
the right opportunity to have his ticket 
punched, as the Aztecs job is consid- 
ered one with untapped potential. 
Long brings instant credibility, having 
been at Oklahoma for the past six 
seasons, including four as offensive 
coordinator. 


Golden has ties to the Northeast, 
growing up in New Jersey, starting at 
tight end at Penn State and also 
coaching with the Nittany Lions and 
Boston College. He’s young (37 in 
July) and has already been a defen- 
sive coordinator at Virginia for five 
years, so he’s a bit of a coaching whiz 
kid. But is he half-crazy to take this 
reconstruction job? 


Bielema, not by much over new- 
bies Ron Prince and Al Golden, is the 
youngest coach in Division I-A, 
having turned 36 in January. As the 
Badgers’ defensive coordinator, he 
was hand-picked to replace Alvarez 
before last season. Passionate and 
energetic, Bielema will tweak but 
won't have to stray too far from the 
blueprint. 
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Assistant 


Coaching 
Carousel 


ust have been great fun to see 
Ed Orgeron and Art Kehoe 
careening around the Missis- 


sippi practice fields in the spring. 

The Rebels’ head coach, who last 
year tore off his shirt and challenged his 
players to a fight, is renowned for his — 
uh, enthusiasm. Kehoe is only slightly 
less manic. 

“It’s on,” Orgeron says with a deep 
laugh. “It’s just like the old days. I love 
it. 

Orgeron brought Kehoe aboard in 
January to coach the Rebel offensive 
line, also bringing in Dan Werner to 
run the offense. Both had been fired by 
Miami coach Larry Coker in a post- 
Peach Bowl purge. 

“(Hiring them) was a no-brainer,” 
Orgeron said. “It was like recruiting 
blue-chip players. You just go get em.” 

They were part of a flurry of high- 
profile moyes in the assistant coaching 
ranks that, in some cases, were more 
intriguing than the head coaching 
hirings. 

Besides the Miami shakeup: 


e David Cutcliffe returned to 
Tennessee to handle the wobbly Vols 
offense. 

® Ousted Vols coordinator Randy 
Sanders ended up at Kentucky. 

@ Nick Holt, resigning as Idaho 
head coach to go to the NFL, instead 
took a detour to USC as defensive 
coordinator. 

¢ Former Wyoming and Houston 
head coach Dana Dimel was hired at 
Arizona, rejoining Mike Stoops; they 
were on Bill Snyder's staff together at 
K-State. 

@ Arkansas hired offensive coordi- 
nator Gus Malzahn from the high 
school ranks, where he coached top QB 
recruit (and, ahem, Razorbacks signee) 
Mitch Mustain. 

@ Former UCLA head coach Bob 
Toledo was hired by his former assis- 


David Cutcliffe 


tant, Rocky Long, to be offensive 
coordinator at New Mexico. 

@ Cal nabbed Mike Dunbar from 
Northwestern to introduce the Spread 
offense. 

© Former Western Michigan head 
coach (and longtime defensive guru at 
Texas, Florida, North Carolina, etc.) 
Gary Darnell landed as defensive 
coordinator at Texas A&M, where he 
will make $285,000 ... which is not 
uncommon for top assistants these days, 
illustrating just how important these 
guys are. 

Cutcliffe’s return to Knoxville, 
where he spent 17 years, is perfectly 
timed. The man who tutored Peyton 
Manning is entrusted to bring order to 
an offense that has sagged more each 
season since Cutcliffe’s departure in 
1998. 

Tennessee almost didn’t get Cut- 
cliffe back. If he hadn't undergone triple 
bypass surgery last spring, he would be 
entering his second season as quartet- 
backs coach at Notre Dame. 

“We had a special staff there, and I 
was there long enough to bond with 
them,” he said. 

He discovered it was easy to recon- 
nect in Knoxville, particularly since he 
better understands head coach Phillip 
Fulmer after having directed his own 
program. 

“T know who the final decision- 
maker is,” Cutcliffe said. “I understand 
the chain of command, but Phillip will 
listen to you.” 

Especially if you get the offense 
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wants to get back in the game, MHR has helped 
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surgical hair transplantation with more doctors 
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Here are five true freshmen who should 
impact the national title chase. And it sure 
helps that three of them went through 
spring ball. 


= 


Percy Harvin, WR, Florida 


Nation’s No. 1 recruit arrives just in time 
for offense to take flight. 
Stafon Johnson, RB, USC 


The Trojans have a stable of new backs com- 
ing in; he’s considered the (slightly) best bet. 
Myron Rolle, SS, Florida State 


Had 64-yard interception return for a touch- 
down in FSU’s spring game. 


Jevan Snead, QB, Texas 

He'll play ... can he take control of the posi- 
tion from Colt McCoy? 

Chris Wells, RB, Ohio State 


A deep backfield, but he showed what he 
could do in the spring when Antonio Pittman 
was sidelined. 


Five 
impact 
major- 
college 
transfers 
Pat Carter, WR, Louisville (from 
Georgia Tech). He’s 6-3, has speed to 
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burn, and the coaches can put him at 
Pp 
quarterback for an athletic change-up. 


BenJarvus Green-Ellis, RB, Ole 
Miss (from Indiana). Walks right into 
a starting job and gives the Rebels the 
power back they need. 


Rocky Hinds, QB, UNLV (from 
USC). Has accumulated some rust, but 
he'll get a chance to be Rebs’ starter 
sooner rather than later. 


Loren Howard, DE, Arizona State 
(from Northwestern). If he doesn’t 
fortify ASU’s line, then maybe DT 
Michael Marquardt (from BYU) or 
Tranell Morant (Florida) will. 


Akieem Jolla, WR, New Mexico 
State (from Miami). NCAA says he 
doesn’t have to sit a year because he’s 
moving to be closer to his mother, 
displaced by Hurricane Katrina. 


Five impact 
JC transfers 


Jasper Brinkley, LB, South Caroli- 
na. Hitting so hard in spring, Steve 
Spurrier had to tell him to calm down. 
Larry Grant, LB, Ohio State. QB 
Troy Smith noted in spring that Grant 
has a “linebacker’s attitude | think we're 


going to need.” 


Louis Holmes, DE, Arizona. Pete 
Carroll kept calling and calling, but 
Holmes stuck with Mike Stoops and 
crew. 


Brent Schaeffer, QB, Ole Miss. 
Former Tennessee starter gets keys to the 
offense, no questions asked. 

Brandon Walker, OL, Oklahoma. 
Opportunity available when he arrives in 
the fall, with three years of eligibility left. 


Five must-see 
non-conference games 


1. Notre Dame at USC, Nov. 25 — Unlike last year in South Bend, the 
‘Trojans will have the grass cut low for a super-fast track. 


2. Ohio State at Texas, Sept. 9 — The spirit of Vince Young returns to 


Austin ... in Ohio State QB Troy Smith. 


3. Nebraska at USC, Sept. 16 — First meeting in 36 years gives Huskers 


chance to be relevant again. 


4. Penn State at Notre Dame, Sept. 9 — We would have really liked to 


have seen this one last season. 


5. California at Tennessee, Sept. 2 — Imagine the grumbling if the Vols 


lose their opener after a 5-6 season. 


Five must-see 
conference games 


1. Oklahoma vs. Texas (in Dallas), Oct. 7 — 40,000 fans wearing orange 
2005 national championship shirts; 40,000 fans wearing red 2000 national champi- 


onship shirts. 


2. Florida at Auburn, Oct. 14 — If our crystal ball is right, this will be the 


preview of the SEC Championship Game. 


3. West Virginia at Louisville, Nov. 2 — Thursday night matchup sure 


looks like it will be for Big East’s BCS bid. 


4. Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 18 — Jim Tressel has won four of five vs. 


Big Blue ... this one could be to get into national title game. 
5. South Carolina at Florida, Nov. 11 — Sorry, just can’t resist the whole 


Spurrier returns to The Swamp angle. 
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made me the profit 
you did.” 4 


D. Kramer, Germantown, MD 


Jim Hurley 

Founder & President - Jim Hurley's Network 
Hi. ’'m Jim Hurley, founder and 
President of Jim Hurley’s 
Network. For twenty-one years 


Last year’s clients who took my advice cleared 56 betting units. $100 bettors netted $5,000. $500 
bettors made $25,000! You can do the same. Play my top best bets Saturday and Sunday plus 
Monday nights for the full season — make All The Money possible. And by signing up at 
the Early Bird rate of $175 - you save 50% off the regular season fee of $350. 


my nationwide team of football 
stringers have been delivering 
reliable football information 
that has turned up-and-down 
losers into steady winners. 

With spies embedded all over football 
and Vegas, our info goes deeper than a 
website. Fresher than a press handout. 
We don't stop at giveaways/takeaways 
or yards per carry. We zero in on 
positional edge, mental readiness, 
quality points. It’s how we spot off- 
lines and turn them into money. 


This is why our ATM games (All The 
Money) lived up to their name last year. 


S17 Mich St (+6) NotreDame 44-41 
S19 Redskins (+6) Cowboys 14-13 

Redskins / Cowboys +35, 14-13 
022 Kentucky (+10) Ole Miss 7-13 
029 Oklahoma (-2) Nebraska 31-24 
N19 Oklahoma (+7'%) Tex Tech 21-23 


D3 Georgia (+17) LSU 34-14 
D17 Patriots (-6) Bucs 28-0 
Di8 Chargers (+7 ') Colts 26-17 


te. Alabama (+31) TexTech 13-10 

J8 Panthers (+3) Giants 23-0 | 
Since ’85, we have won virtually every 
year. Some decent, some really good, 
and some so glorious they belong in 
the time capsule. And that’s what I 
want to talk to you about now. 
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College & Pro Football Newsweekly 
writes: “Jim Hurley knows how to put ten 
kinds of information together to get one 
kind of result winners,” 


“Jim Hurley is 3 
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Raiders vs Eagles — August 6th at Canton Ohio. Join the hundreds of players who MADE 
THEIR MOVE and have been earning solid second incomes ever since! 
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Got a few 
seconds? 


The average length of a regular- 
season college football game in 2005 was 
3 hours, 21 minutes — two minutes 
more than the previous season. 

Most of that can be attributed to the 


use of instant replay, but with or without 


the reviews, the length of a college game 
has become increasingly bloated by more 
passing — which leads to more clock- 
stopping incompletions and first downs. 
So, there are a few new rules this 

season designed to shave seconds here 
and there and get you back into the 
postgame traffic jam a wee bit earlier. 


wv On a change of possession, the 
clock will start when the ball is ready to 
play. 

%&%& The clock will start on the 
kickoff (or as we prefer to say, when toe 
meets leather) rather than when the 
returning team touches the ball. 


tev The kicking tee was shortened to 


one inch, curtailing distance on kickoff 
and presumably reducing touchbacks. 


One little Indian 


The Louisiana-Monroe Indians, one 


of 18 NCAA schools who were identified 


last summer as having nicknames, 

mascots or logos “hostile or abusive” to 

American Indians, have made a change. 
La.-Monroe is now the Warhawks. 
The nickname harkens to the area’s 


aviation history, with northeast Louisiana 


General Claire Chennault piloting the 
Curtiss P-40 Warhawk during World 
War II. That, and there are hawks native 
to the region. 


Among Division I-A football schools, 


the Florida State Seminoles, the Central 
Michigan Chippewas and the Utah Utes 


were allowed by the NCAA to keep their 


nicknames after the schools received 
tribal approval. 

That leaves only one I-A school still 
using Indians ... for now. 

Arkansas State. 


ee ee es 
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After spending years telling us 
that a college football playoff is 
infeasible, partly due to the added 
stress it would put on student- 
athletes, Division I-A presidents 
and athletic directors enthusiasti- 
cally approved a 12th regular- 
season game. 

The 12-game season was 
tried in 2002 and 20038, and the 
genie was out of the bottle. We 
were told the 12-game season 
would resume intermittently, as 
the calendar deemed, beginning 
again in 2008. 

Here we are in 2006 ... and 
this thing is permanent. 

Bottom line: There is money to 
be made. 

So, how are various schools 
and leagues handling the new 
opportunity? 

Some are going straight for 
the fatted calf by inviting Division 
I-AA victims to town, awarding 
them a nice payday ($350- 
500,000) and a loss. Smaller 
schools call these “body bag 
games’ while hoping the big 
check doesn’t come with a corre- 
sponding spate of injuries. 

For the I-A hosts, paying off a 
I-AA team is sometimes half as 
expensive as sharing the gate 
with a I-A team. So, there is a 
straight profit motivation. And the 
BCS school never needs to agree 
to a return game at a lower- 
division opponent, so the matchup 
is a clean one-and-done. 

A survey of the 65 BCS con- 
ference schools reveals that 47 of 
them (72.3 percent) will be play- 
ing a I-AA team this year, with the 
Big 12 (11 of 12) the most egre- 
gious offender. 


Let’s play 
a dozen 


“A lot of schools were left 
scrambling to find games,” says 
Colorado assistant athletic direc- 
tor David Plati, who serves on the 
school’s scheduling committee. 

The Buffs will play Montana 
State on Sept. 2, the first (and 
only, according to Plati) time they 
will meet a I-AA foe. 

Colorado has added a home- 
and-home with Georgia that 
begins this season and plans to 
play a strong intersectional foe 
each season, thanks in part to the 
flexibility provided by the 12th 
game and with the hope of attract- 
ing some extra TV money in the 
process. CU also meets Colorado 
State each year in a heated rivalry 
game. 

Its other two non-conference 
games won't be as difficult, in 
large part because the school 
doesn’t want to disqualify itself 
from BCS championship con- 
tention. 

“We have to see what every- 
body else is doing,” Plati said. 
“We don’t want to jeopardize the 
program by playing four tough 
non-conference games.” 

The Pac-10 is using the longer 
season to add a ninth league 
game to the schedule, creating a 
full round-robin. 

“We didn’t want Team A to win 
the league championship because 
it missed Team B on the sched- 
ule,” said Pac-10 associate com- 
missioner Jim Muldoon. That 
never happened in the 28 years 
since it expanded to 10 teams, 
but he allows that “it was just 
dumb luck.” 


— Michael Bradley 


22. Marcus Thomas DT Florida 
Here is our annual look at the draft-eligible college players who oe peel oar ae ee oles 
have the most to look forward to from the 2007 NFL draft. With a 25. LaRon Landry FS LSU 
little guidance from the folks over at NFLdraftscout.com, we took 26. Jeff Samardzija WR Rlanosnianis 
the seniors with the biggest NFL upside, sprinkled in 10 hot juniors 97. Sam Baker" OT USC 
... and cele up with a nifty 50. Which teams had the most players 28. Michael Griffin FS Texas 
on the list? Notre Dame, USC and Michigan, with four. 36) eda Caniken DE Rise rasin 
NO. PLAYER POS. TEAM 30. Tom Zbikowski Ss Notre Dame 
1. Brady Quinn QB Notre Dame 31. Brandon Mebane DT California 
2. Adrian Peterson* RB Oklahoma 32. Quentin Groves DE Auburn 
3. Quentin Moses DE Georgia 33. Ken Darby RB Alabama 
4. Calvin Johnson* WR Georgia Tech 34. Steve Braastan WR eal 
5. Joe Thomas OT Wisconsin 35. Brandon Meriweather S Miami 
6. ~~ (Gaines Adams DE Clemson 36. Rufus Alexander LB Oklahoma 
7. Drew Stanton QB Michigan State 87. Patrick Wills LB Mississippi 
8. Paul Posluszny LB Penn State 38. Sedrick Ellis DT USC 
9. Marshawn Lynch* RB California 39. Brian Leonard RB Rutgers 
10. Michael Bush RB _Louisville 40. Kyle Young Cc Fresno State 
11. Ted Ginn Jr.* WR Ohio State 41. Earl Everett LB Florida 
12. Brian\Brohm* QB Louisville 42. Daymeion Hughes CB California 
13. Baraka Atkins DE Miami 43. Justin Harrell DT Tennessee 
440) JuetinBlalack OT Texas 44. Victor Abiamiri DE Notre Dame 
15. Dwayne Jarrett* WR USC 45. Jason Hill WR Washington State 
16. Quinn Pitcock DT Ohio State 46. Jake Long OT Michigan 
17. H.B. Blades LB Pittsburgh 47. Troy Smith QB Ohio State 
48. Tim Crowder DE Texas 48. Paul Williams WR Fresno State 
19. Kenny Irons RB Auburn 49. Greg Olsen TE Miami 
20. LaMarr Woodley DE Michigan 50. Lorenzo Booker RB Florida State 
21. Leon Hall CB Michigan * Junior 
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Heisman Watch 


Quarterbacks had won five Heisman trophies in 
a row before USC running back Reggie Bush made 
the stiff-armed statue his last season. Still, this award 
has gravitated toward quarterbacks on national cham- 
pionship-contending teams, which is why it’s a slam 
dunk that Notre Dame’s Brady Quinn starts at No. 1. 

Let’s see ... the QB from our projected Big Ten 
champ is represented (Troy Smith) ... and our SEC 
champ (Chris Leak) and our Big East champ (Pat 
White). No such preseason Heisman Watch honor for 
the new quarterback at USC or Florida State sopho- 
more Drew Weatherford. 

OK, so Penn State linebacker Paul Posluszny is 
not going to win it, but his inclusion on the list is less of 
a prediction than a nod to what should be. If he comes 
back from a knee injury as well as expected, he 
deserves a spot in New York City for the ceremonies. 


Bronko Nagurski Watch 

Penn State’s Paul Posluszny has already won an 
honor like this, taking home the Chuck Bednarik Award 
last season, also given to the nation’s top defender. 
The Bronko Nagurski Award, awarded by the Football 
Writers Association of America, last season went to 
Louisville sack-master Elvis Dumervil. 

The player most likely to duplicate Dumervil’s crazy 
stats (20 sacks) is Central Michigan’s Dan Bazuin, 
who finished second to Dumervil last season with 16 
sacks. Bazuin will have a chance for major honors, 
even though he’s from a mid-level MAC team. 

It sure helps to play for one of college football’s big 
boys, which gives Notre Dame’s Tom Zbikowski a 
chance. He’s not necessarily the best defensive back 
around, but he has a knack for big plays and is always 
on TV ... hey, that all plays a part in these kinds of 
awards. 


1. Brady Quinn QB Notre Dame 

2. Adrian Peterson RB Oklahoma 

3. Troy Smith QB Ohio State 

4. Marshawn Lynch RB Cal 

5. Paul Posluszny LB Penn State 

6. Chris Leak QB Florida 

7. Ted Ginn Jr. WR/RET Ohio State 

8. Chad Henne QB Michigan 

9. Pat White QB West Virginia 
10. Dwayne Jarrett WR USC 


1. Paul Posluszny LB Penn State 

2. Rufus Alexander LB Oklahoma 

3. Quentin Moses DE Georgia 

4. Patrick Willis LB Ole Miss 

5. Leon Hall CB Michigan 

6. Tom Zbikowski DB Notre Dame 

7. Gaines Adams DE Clemson 

8. Dan Bazuin DE Central Michigan 
9. Darrelle Revis CB Pittsburgh 

10. Adam Carriker DE Nebraska 


PHOTO BY TOM “MO” MOSCHELLA/ICON SMI 


Conference of quarterbacks? 


That designation is the domain of the 
Se Pac-10, but not this year. The Big Ten is the 
league with the most and the best quarter- 

| backs ... even more so if you throw in the 
conference’s “12th team,” Notre Dame and 
its Heisman favorite. 

Ohio State’s Troy Smith (left) leads a 
Big Ten group that includes Michigan State’s 
| Drew Stanton, Michigan’s Chad Henne, 
| lowa’s Drew Tate, Wisconsin’s John Stocco, 
Minnesota’s Bryan Cupito and other promis- 
ing passers, including Penn State’s Anthony 
Morelli. 

So while last season was the Year of the 
Linebacker in the Big Ten (A.J. Hawk, Bobby 
Carpenter, Chad Greenway, Abdul Hodge, 
Paul Posluszny), it is only Penn State’s 
Posluszny (left) who returns to track down 
Smith and the swellest group of quarter- 
backs in the country. 
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Like Moses at the Red Sea, security 
cleared a path at the Pittsburgh Steelers’ 
Super Bowl hotel in Pontiac, Mich., for a 
long-hair, bearded football player. 

As cameras flashed and fans applauded, 
walking through the Marriott lobby was 
— Blake Butler. 

“It was kind of embarrassing,” said 
Butler of the red carpet-treatment he 
received almost everywhere he went the 
weekend of Super Bowl XL in Detroit. 

Fans thought they were seeing the 
Steelers’ long-hair, bearded quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger. 

“He and Ben kind of favor. They have 
the same hair color and expression,” said 
Keith Butler, Blake’s father and Steelers 
linebacker coach. 

Butler grew the look last summer. “I’m 
not trying to look like him,” he said. At 
the game, he was asked if he were 
Roethlisberger's brother. 

“I'm glad he shaved his beard off after 
the Super Bowl, so I won't get hassled 
like that,” said Butler, a senior offensive 
lineman at the University of Memphis. 

The Steelers defeated the team for 
which Keith Butler played linebacker for 
10 years, the Seattle Seahawks. An All- 
America linebacker at Memphis from 
1974-77, Butler also coached the 
Cleveland Browns from 1999-2002. 

While winning the Super Bowl was a 17- 
year career goal, it won't make his father die 
a happy man, said Blake. “It was a blessing. 
It wasn't something that defines his life.” 

What defines Keith’s life is his relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. Like father, like son. 

“Jesus is who I define myself by now. I 
try to be as open with my faith as I can,” 
said Blake. “It’s hard to grasp everything 
He did on the cross; how much He suf- 
fered taking on the sins of the world. It 
Was a non-repayable debt.” 

Blake's first examples of faith were his 
mother, Janet, and Keith. Blake's relation- 
ship with Christ and his understanding of 
what the cross meant grew as he observed 
how Keith witnessed to his father, John 
Butler, when he was near death. 

“That set the bar for me. I realized 
what being a Christian is all about. It’s 
mot do's or don’t’s, it’s about sharing the 
love of Christ,” said Blake. 

Later, Blake witnessed to his maternal 


_ grandfather, Bob Sink, when he was given a 


50-50 chance to live in January 2004. Bob 
Sink was a Christian, a fact that brought 
comfort when he died in January 2005. 
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“Anytime a parent can leave something 
with your child that is going to last forever, 
something that you know is the most impor- 
tant thing in life and the only thing that 
really counts, that is significant,” said Keith. 

“Our hope is that all our sons (Blake, 
Brandon, Brett) know the Lord and pass 
that relationship on. We try to teach that 
God has no grandchildren. All of us have a 
ministry. Blake has taken it seriously.” 

One of Blake’s favorite verses is 
Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in 
heart for they will see God.” 

Memphis deep snapper Rusty Clayton, one 
of Blake's roommates, said that he is ground- 
ed. “He doesn’t participate in a lot of activi- 
ties that normal college-age football players 
do. He finds pleasure in Godly things, in fel- 
lowship with other believers, in spending 
time with his fiance (Allison Mcleod).” 

Butler knows he is being watched. “It hit 
me hard how many opportunities I have 
been given to share my faith and I wasn’t 
using it for God. I had been using it for 
myself instead of glorifying God. I don’t 
want to dishonor my savior in any way.” 

Memphis head football coach Tommy 
West said, “Blake knows the Lord has 
given him the ability to play football. 
He's got a burning desire to be a Christian 
and compete like crazy.” 

An All-Conference USA candidate, 
Butler (6-3, 310) helped the Tigers finish 
fifth nationally in rushing offense in 
2005 and sparked an offensive line that 
allowed nine sacks, third in the nation. 

Memphis quarterback Will Hudgens 
said, “It’s a little more comforting; you 
feel protected.” 

The first day Butler was getting fitted for 
pads as a freshman, a “little running back” 
walked up to him and asked him what 
position he played. When he told him 
offensive line, he gave him a hug and 
introduced himself as DeAngelo Williams. 

Williams became the Tigers’ all-time lead- 
ing rusher with 6,026 yards and holds the 
NCAA record for all-purpose yards with 
7,575 and 34 100-yard rushing games. 

The Tigers were forced to depend on the 
running game last season when starting 
quarterback Patrick Byrne broke his leg 
on the third play of the season. Hudgens 
broke his leg two games later. 

“I couldn't believe it,” said West, who 
instilled enough confidence to keep the 
boat afloat. 

Butler said, “We found a way to win 
when a lot of people thought our season 
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was down the drain.” 

The Tigers went 7-5 and went to a school- 
record third straight bowl. They won the 
Motor City Bowl in Detroit, 38-31, over Akron. 

The game became a family feud. Brandon 
Butler plays defensive end for Akron. 

In February, the Tigers rallied around 
West, who had triple bypass heart surgery 
after tests showed blockage. 

“Life has changed, especially in what I 
eat. It's cardboard with no salt and pep- 
per,” said West. 

When West was fired at Clemson after the 
1998 season, he said he realized how much 
he had to trust God. He thought it was the 
end of the world, he said, “but the Lord had 
a plan for me. I’m better off because of it.” 

Hudgens said the team is better off 
because of Butler. He admires Butler's role- 
model status among younger players and 
his ability to “shoot straight with me.” 

It’s Butler's consistency that offensive 
line coach Rick Mallory admires. 

“He is sure of who he is and is not trying 
to fit a mold. He is a good, strong Christian 
young man and all the characteristics that 
go with that. He is a breath of fresh air. He 
is standing up for something which is 
unusual for kids these days. He doesn't 
compromise who he is,” said Mallory. 

Said West, “He has everything in order, 
from his life, his school, his football. He's 
one of the finest kids I've associated with.” 

An all-state lineman at Cuyahoga Valley 
Christian Academy near Cleveland, Butler 
would welcome the opportunity to follow 
his father’s footsteps into the NFL. 

“I wish I was 6-7 and more attractive 
to scouts. Football is not my entire life, 

I don’t depend on it for my joy. My life 
doesn’t begin and end with football. I 
want to be known as someone who has 
lived for the Lord and that God is the 
No. 1 priority in my life.” @ 
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NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


CONNECTICUT 
at North Ceroina 
at Cincinnati 
PITTSBURGH 
SYRACUSE 

at Louisvile 

at West Virginia 


at Kent State 

at California 
TEMPLE 

at Purdue 
MICHIGAN 
PENN STATE 

at Wisconsin 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
at Ohio State 
INDIANA 

at Michigan State 
\OWA 


STFTLLS 


(OWA STATE 
at Nebraska 


STTLAKKKY 


at Wake Forest 
JOWA 

at Ilinois 
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PITTSBURGH 
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at South Florida 
CONNECTICUT 
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at Texas 
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at Kansas State 
KANSAS 

at Colorado 
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at Miami (OH) 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
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at Penn State 

at Wisconsin 
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MICHIGAN STATE 


FFTLLLLL LLL 
FFFLLLLLL KLE 


MARSHALL 

EASTERN WASHINGTON 
MARYLAND 

at East Carolina 

at Mississippi State 
SYRACUSE 

at Connecticut 

at Louisville 

CINCINNATI 


MIAMI (FL) Nov. 11 at Florida State 
at Boston College Nov. 18 VIRGINIATECH 
WAKE FOREST Nov. 25 at Maryland 
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OHIO STATE 
ILUNOIS 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 
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at Central Michigan 
CLEMSON 
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aN. State 
MAINE 

VA. TECH 

at Florida State 
BUFFALO 

at Wake Forest 
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at Miami (FL) 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
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PENN STATE 
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at Michigan State 
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FLORIDA STATE 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
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at Duke 

at Georgia Tech 
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at Maryland 

at VIRGINIA 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 
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JOWA STATE 

at Colorado 

TEXAS 

at Kansas 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS 
RUTGERS 
VIRGINIA TECH 
FURMAN 

at Clemsca 

at Miemi (FL) 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Virginia 

WAKE FOREST 
at NOTRE DAME 
GEORGIA TECH 
NC. STATE 

at Duke 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Boston College 

at Florida State 
NORTH CAROLINA 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Wake Forest 

vs. Temple (Charlotte) 
GEORGIA TECH 

at Virginia Tech 
MARYLAND 

NC. STATE 

SOUTH CAROLINA 


AKRON 

at Notre Dame 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
at Ohio State 
NORTHWESTERN. 
at Minnesota 
MICHIGAN 
ILUNOIS 

at Purdue 

at Wisconsin 
TEMPLE 
MICHIGAN STATE 
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at Indiana 
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MURRAY STATE 
OLE MISS 

at New Mexico 
OHIO 
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OHIO STATE 
at Northwestem 
at Indana 
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at Penn State 
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ARIZONA STATE 
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UCLA 


at Navy (Baltimore) 
NORTH CAROLINA ewan 
at Air Force i at rae (OH) 
ARMY . 2t Bowling Green 
at USC AKRON 

at Temple 


] TOLEDO 
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LOUISVILLE 
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BOWLING GREEN at Air Force 
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at TCU 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
UNLV 

at Ak Force 

at Colorado State 
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NORTHWESTERN 

at Purdue 

KENT STATE 

at Syracuse 

at Cincinnati 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Butalo ' 
at Akron 2 atSan Diego State 
BALL STATE 

at Western Michigan 
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at Penn State MISSOURI 


at North Carolina State eats 


peice at Ohio State . at Air Force 
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at Houston L at Ohio 
at Tulsa L at Ohio State 
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at UAB ; at Central Michigan 
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at Florida State 
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at lowa State 
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at BYU 
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at San Diego State 
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MARSHALL 
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at Utah State 

at San Diego State 
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UNLV 

COLORADO STATE 
at Air Force 

BYU 
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UTAH STATE 
at Virginia 
BOISE STATE 
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STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
al BYU 

at West Virginia 
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al Tennessee 
UCF 
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at UAB 
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at UNLV 
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WASHINGTON 

at UCLA 

at Stanford 
OREGON STATE 
at Washington State 
CALIFORNIA 

at Oregon 
ARIZONA STATE 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 
NEVADA 

at Colorado 

at Califomia 

OREGON 

at USC 

STANFORD 
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at Oregon State 
WASHINGTON STATE 
UCLA 

at Arizona 
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MINNESOTA 
PORTLAND STATE 
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WASHINGTON 

at USC 
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CALIFORNIA 
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SAN JOSE STATE 
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at Louisvile 

TEXAS STATE 

OLE MISS 

at Florida 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
at LSU 

at Mississippi State 
GEORGIA 
VANDERBILT 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Tennessee 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
ARIZONA 

at Aubum 

TULANE 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at Fonda 
KENTUCKY 
FRESNO STATE 

at Tennessee 
ALABAMA 

OLE MISS 

at Arkansas 


MEMPHIS 
at Missouri 


at Kentucky 

WAKE FOREST 
GEORGIA 

VANDERBILT 

al Alabama 

al Arkansas 

AUBURN 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
at LSU 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
AUBURN 

TULANE 

at UAB 

atLSU 

WEST VIRGINIA 
JACKSONVILLE STATE 
at Georgia 
KENTUCKY 

at Alabama 
ARKANSAS 

at Ole Miss 


at Mississippi State 
GEORGIA 
WOFFORD 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
AUBURN 

at Kentucky 

at Vanderbilt 
TENNESSEE 
ARKANSAS 

at Florida 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at Clemson 


CALIFORNIA 


at South Carolina 
LSU 

at Arkansas 

at Vanderbilt 
KENTUCKY 


at Michigan 

at Alabama 
ARKANSAS 
TENNESSEE STATE 
TEMPLE 

at Ole Miss 

at Georgia 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
at Duke 
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FLORIDA 


at Kentucky 
TENNESSEE 


UN BELT 


ARMY 

vs. Oklahoma St. (Little Rock) 
at SMU 

at Florida Intemational 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Memphis 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Florida Atlantic 

at Aubum 

MIDOLE TENNESSEE 
at Troy 

at Lovisiana-Lafayetie 


at Clemson 

at Kansas State 

at Oklahoma State 

at South Carolina 

at Louisiana-Monroe 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
ARKANSAS STATE 

af Middle Tennessee 
TROY 

at North Texas 
FLORIDA INTL (Miami) 


at Middle Tennessee 

at South Flovica 
BOWLING GREEN 

at Maryland 
ARKANSAS STATE 

at North Texas 

at Miami (FL) 

at Alabama 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Florida Atlantic (Miami) 
TROY 


atLSU 

at Texas A&M 

TBD 

EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Houston 

at Florida Atlantic 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
at Troy 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Florida Intemational 
ARKANSAS STATE 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 


ALCORN STATE 

at Kansas 

atAlabama 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Arkansas State 

at Troy, 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Arkansas (in Little Rock) 
al Florida Intemasonal 
at Kentucky 

NORTH TEXAS 

at Louisiana-Lafayette 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
at Maryland 
TENNESSEE TECH 

at Oklahoma 

at North Texas 
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LOUISVILLE 

at Louisiana-Monroe 
at Louisiana-Latayete 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Arkansas State 

at South Carolina 
TROY 


at Texas 

SMU 

at Tulsa 

at Akron 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
at Arkansas State 

at Troy 

LOUISIANA TECH 

at Louisiana-Lafayetie 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Louisiana-Monroe 


ALABAMA STATE 

at Florida State 

at Georgia Tech 

at Nebraska 

at UAB 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
NORTH TEXAS 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Florida Atlantic 
ARKANSAS STATE 

at Middle Tennessee 

at Florida Intemational 


WAC 


SACRAMENTO STATE 
OREGON STATE 

at Wyoming 

HAWAIL 

at Utah 

LOUISIANA TECH 
at New Mexico State 
at Weho 

FRESNO STATE 

at San Jose State 
UTAH STATE 

at Nevada 


NEVADA 

OREGON 

at Washington 
COLORADO STATE 
at Utah State 
HAWAI' 

at LSU 

at Boise State 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
IDAHO 

at Louisiana Tech 

at San Jose State 


at Alabama 

UNLY 

at Boise State 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
NEVADA 

at Fresno State 

at New Mexico State 
IDAHO 

at Utah State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
SAN JOSE STATE 
PURDUE 

OREGON STATE 
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FSTTRARSLLSS 


at Michigan State 

at Washington State 
IDAHO STATE 

at Oregon State 

at Utah State 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Louisiana Tech 
BOISE STATE 

al Hawai 

NEVADA 

at Fresno State 
SAN JOSE STATE 


at Nebraska 
NICHOLLS STATE 
at Texas A&M 

at Clemson 

at Boise State 
!DARO 

UTAH STATE 

at San Jose State 
at North Texas 

at Hawaii 
NEVADA 
FRESNO STATE 
at New Mexico State 


at Fresno State 

at Arizona State 
COLORADO STATE 
NORTHWESTERN 
at UNLV 

at Hawaii 

SAN JOSE STATE 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
at idaho 

UTAH STATE 

at Louisiana Tech 
BOISE STATE 


SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 
NEW MEXICO. 
TEXAS SOUTHERN 
at UTEP 

at Idaho 

BOISE STATE 
HAWAII 

at Nevada 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at Fresno State 

at Utah State 
LOUISIANA TECH 


at Washington 
STANFORD 

CAL POLY 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
UTAH STATE 

at Nevada 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at New Mexico State 
BOISE STATE 

at Hawaii 

at idaho 

FRESNO STATE 


at Wyoming 

at Arkansas 
UTAH 

al BYU 

IDAHO 

FRESNO STATE 
at San Jose State 
at Louisiana Tech 
HAWAIL 

at Nevada 

at Boise State 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
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By Mike Farrell 
Rivals.com 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-1, DL-4, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-3, ST-0 
Despite falling just short of another national championship in the Rose 


Bowl, Southern California still came away with a title 2006 on the recruiting trail. 


For the third year in a row, the Trojans landed the top recruiting class in the 
country compiling a group of 25 players that includes 19 four- and five-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. Of those, USC landed the top six players in 
the state of California and plucked star players from other states including Utah, 
Washington, Colorado, Virginia, Texas and New Jersey. 

Pete Carroll's 2006 haul includes the nation’s top outside linebacker, Allen 
Bradford, the No. 2 rated running back in the country, Stafon Johnson, and 
the No. 2 receiver in the country in Vidal Hazelton. The 5-11, 219-pound 
Bradford was a force as a senior registering 157 tackles and 12 sacks. He is 
also a capable running back who might draw consideration on offense after he 
posted 1,869 yards and 29 touchdowns last season. Another player that could 
help fill the void left by Reggie Bush and LenDale White is the 5-11, 200-pound 
Johnson who has a good combination of size and speed and rushed for 1,866 
yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. Meanwhile, Hazelton is a big, athletic 
receiver that can go up and get the ball. He had 1,700 yards receiving and 30 
touchdowns over the last two seasons. 

Southern California had plenty of success elsewhere including picking up 
four defensive backs to help lend depth to a position that was a big question 
mark all year for the Trojans. The leading candidates who figure to step in 
immediately include the No. 2 safety in the country Antwine Perez and the No. 
2 cornerback in Shareece Wright. A few other players that could see the field 
at a variety of positions for the Trojans in 2006 are three of the top four athletes 
in the country including Taylor Mays, C.J, Gable and Jamere Holland. 


ec ee Florida 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-5, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-5, ST-0 

After his first season with the Gators, Urban Meyer made a strong run on 
the recruiting trail and came away with the No, 2 recruiting class in the country. 
Florida landed an astounding 27 players, including 22 players ranked four stars 
or better by Rivals.com. Of them, Florida pulled in the No. 1 player in the 
country along with top recruits from Texas, North Carolina and Georgia. 

Leading the way for Meyer's class is wide receiver Percy Harvin, the top 
player in the country, and the No, 1 dual-threat quarterback in Tim Tebow. The 
6-1, 188-pound Harvin is an extremely fast and elusive receiver that can make 
plays anywhere on the field. Over the last two seasons, Harvin recorded over 
3,300 yards of offense and 58 touchdowns. Passing to him in the future will be 
Sunshine State quarterback Tim Tebow. The 6-3, 217-pounder accounted for 
over 13,000 yards of offense and 157 touchdowns in his high school career. 

Other possible early contributors include the No. 3 offensive guard in the 
country Carl Johnson, the No. 2 outside linebacker Brandon Spikes and top 
athletes Jamar Hornsby, Riley Cooper and Jarred Fayson. Johnson 


enrolled early and is expected to make a push for playing time next season. 


© Florida State 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-6, LB-5, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-0 

Bobby Bowden again finished with another solid recruiting class finishing 
with an impressive 31 recruits. The Seminoles finished strong again landing 13 
prospects in the final week before Signing Day. It goes without saying that it 
wasn't just quantity, but quality as well as the 'Noles hauled in 20 four- and five- 
star recruits as ranked by Rivals.com. 

FSU made a strong push on both sides of the ball, but landed a lot more 
help on defense with star pickups like safety Myron Rolle, the No. 1 athlete in 
the country and the No. 2 weakside defensive end, Brandon Warren. New 
Jersey's Rolle is an outstanding prospect who makes plays all over the field. 
The 6-2, 214-pounder registered 112 tackles last season. The Seminoles beat 
out Warren's home state Volunteers for 6-2, 230-pounder. Warren recorded 83 
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tackles and 14 sacks 
last season. 
Florida State made an impressive 
push on the offensive and defensive lines 
landing six prospects on both sides of the ball. 
Leading the way on the offensive line is juco transfer 
Shannon Boatman and Tampa star Daron Rose. Besides 
Warren on the defensive line the ‘Noles landed strongman Doug 
Thacker and juco tackle Paul Griffin. Other players that could make an 
impact next season include wide receiver Damon McDaniel and defensive 
back Ochuko Jenije. 


GO 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-1, OL-8, DL-5, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-0 

After winning the SEC title last season, Georgia again finished strong in 
the recruiting race landing a solid 28-man recruiting class. Mark Richt and 
company continue to pull out some of the top players from across the country 
including 16 players ranked four stars or better by Rivals.com. Besides landing 
five of the top 10 prospects in the Peach State, the Bulldogs got top players 
from Maryland, South Carolina, Florida, Texas, California and New Jersey. 

Richt may very well have found his replacement for D.J. Shockley in Dallas 
quarterback Matthew Stafford. The 6-3, 210-pounder is the top pro-style 
quarterback in the country after throwing for 3,991 yards, 38 touchdowns and 
just six interceptions as a senior. The other major prospect coming to Athens is 
the No. 1 player in Georgia and the top safety in America, Reshad Jones. The 
6-1, 195-pounder could see time in the secondary next year for the Bulldogs 
after posting 82 tackles and two interceptions last season. 

Georgia added impressive depth on the offensive line landing eight recruits 
including stars Justin Anderson and Clifton Geathers. Others that could play 
this fall include Maryland linebacker Akeem Hebron, elusive running back 
Knowshon Moreno and 6-5, 247-pound tight end NaDerris Ward. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-4, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Mack Brown got off to a quick start for the 2006 recruiting class and 
finished with another top group. The Longhorns had 20 verbal commitments by 
the middle of the summer and finished up with 25 signees. As usual, Texas 
decided to stay mostly in-state and landed six of the top 10 recruits at home 
including the No. 1 player in Texas. 

Leading the way are defensive end Eddie Jones and linebacker Sergio 
Kindle. The 6-3, 240-pound Jones finished the season rated as the No. 3 
player in Texas and as the No. 3 weakside defensive end in the country after 
registering 127 tackles and eight sacks. Meanwhile, Texas fans are excited 
about Kindle who is the top inside linebacker prospect and No. 1 player in 
Texas. Over the past three seasons, he’s amassed over 400 tackles. 

Trying to find a replacement for Vince Young will be tough, but the coaches 
are hoping the No. 3 dual-threat quarterback in the country, Jevan Snead, 
might fit the bill. The 6-3, 205-pounder enrolled in January in hopes of compet- 
ing for the starting job this fall. Other players that could be special for the 
Longhorns down the line are running back Vondrell McGee, offensive linemen 
Buck Burnette and J’Marcus Webb and defensive back Chykie Brown. 


7 Penn State 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-9, LB-2, DB-1, ST-0 

After showing impressive success on the field while making a run at the 
Big Ten title and posting an Orange Bowl victory, recruits jumped on the Nittany 
Lions bandwagon in droves in 2006. Joe Paterno finished with a remarkable 
recruiting class thanks in large part to the help of last year’s No. 1 recruit 
Derrick Williams. Penn State landed 24 recruits including 15 four- and five-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. The Nittany Lions hauled in four of the top 
10 players in the Keystone State as well as seven of the top 11 players in 
Maryland. They also went to Virginia and New York for other top talent. 

Paterno focused on the defensive line as they picked up nine recruits, but 
the headliner of the class has to be five-star defensive back A.J. Wallace. The 
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6-1, 195-pounder recorded 63 tackles and three intercep- 

tions as a senior. Previously it was unheard of for a freshman to 

play under Paterno, but now freshman are seeing the field and Wallace 

could be a huge force in the secondary this fall. It's the second straight year that 
Penn State signed the nation’s top cornerback (Justin King in 2005). 

With big numbers on the defensive line Penn State landed top talent that 
should make a huge impact soon including Phillip Taylor, Jared Odrick and 
Maurice Evans. The Nittany Lions found some help on the offensive side of the 
ball too with huge offensive linemen Antonio Logan-El, Lou Eliades and J.B. 
Walton. Wide receiver Chris Bell is expected to be an immediate impact player 
with his impressive 6-3, 205-pound frame and long striding speed. Penn State 
also stole a couple of big-time recruits away from other teams in the final weeks 
of recruiting in running back Brent Carter and star quarterback Pat Devlin, who 
had committed to Virginia and Miami respectively. 


QB-0, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-3, LB-4, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

With a year under his belt, Les Miles made a strong push, landing a 25-man 
recruiting class. His efforts are even more impressive considering Hurricane 
Katrina was a major setback for the program. The Tigers class includes top talent 
all over the field with 14 four- and five-star recruits. It is no surprise that nine of 
the top 10 players in the state of Louisiana decided to stay at home, but the 
Tigers also plucked talent from Mississippi, Florida, Texas and Virginia. 

The top players in LSU's class are defensive tackle Al Woods and running 
back Keiland Williams. The 6-4, 329-pound Woods is the top player in 
Louisiana and No. 2 defensive tackle in the country. The longtime LSU commit- 
ment had an impressive senior season with 109 tackles. A Louisiana native, 
Williams heads back home to compete for a starting job this year after rushing 
for 1,325 yards and 12 touchdowns last season for Hargrave Military in Virginia. 

The Tigers did a great job adding a handful of other players that could make 
an impact early in their careers. The No. 6 defensive tackle in the country, 
Charles Deas from Florida along with local stars Jared Mitchell, Jai Eugene, 
Ricky Dixon and Charles Scott all could be key recruits in upcoming years. 


| 8 | Notre Dame 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-6, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-1 

Charlie Weis took over and helped Notre Dame to an impressive season 
last year that saw them nearly knock off the No. 1 team in the country on their 
way to a Fiesta Bowl berth. The result of that season was a solid 27-man class 
featuring talent from coast to coast. The class featured 12 players ranked as 
four-star prospects or better from all over the country including Florida, Minneso- 
ta, California, North Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania and Texas. 

The top two recruits heading to South Bend are the No. 3 running back in 
the country, James Aldridge and the No. 1 offensive tackle in the country, Sam 
Young. The 6-1, 215-pound Aldridge should have a chance to play early 
alongside 1,000-yard back Darius Walker. Last season he put up 2,100 yards 
and 22 touchdowns as a senior. The huge 6-8, 302-pound Young out of Florida 
checks in as the No. 11 player overall in the country. 

The Irish made a strong push on the offensive line with other recruits 
including Matt Carufel, Eric Olsen, Chris Stewart and Daniel Wenger. Notre 
Dame got a huge boost in the defensive backfield too with standout corners 
Darrin Walls and Raeshon McNeil, with one or both expected to see time 
immediately this fall. Two other recruits fans are excited about are Chicago stud 
quarterback Demetrius Jones and 6-6, 239-pound tight end Konrad Reuland. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-7, DL-5, LB-2, DB-3, ATH-3 

The Sooners had a down season by their standards last year, finishing 7-4 
including losses to UCLA and TCU, but toward the end of the season Bob 
Stoops turned things around winning six of his last seven. Despite the difficult 
year, recruits didn’t turn their back on Oklahoma and the result is a very good 28- 
man recruiting class. The Sooners landed eight of the top 10 players in the state 
and plucked top talent out of Texas, Nevada, Louisiana and Kansas. 

The jewel of Stoops 2006 class is the No. 1 defensive tackle in the country, 
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Gerald McCoy. The Oklahoma City prospect finished last 
season with 82 tackles and 20 sacks as he dominated the line. 
Besides McCoy, another star player to watch is the No. 1 tight end in 
the country Jermaine Gresham. The 6-7, 230-pounder is versatile with the size 
and quickness to be a mismatch for any defender. He caught 67 passes for 
1,170 yards and 24 touchdowns last season. Joining Gresham are other stars 
including the No. 2 all-purpose back in the country, Demarco Murray, the No. 3 
wide receiver, Adron Tennell, and huge offensive tackle Curtis Bailey. 


AS 

QB-2, RB-1, WR-4, TE-1, OL-2, DL-9, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-2, ST-1 

Auburn had another successful season on the field in 2005 finishing 9-3 
including a bid to the Capital One Bowl. Tommy Tuberville followed the solid 
season with an impressive recruiting effort that saw the Tigers land 25 recruits, 
including nine on the defensive line. Auburn's class includes 15 four- and five- 
star recruits, as well as five of the top 10 players in the state of Alabama. 

Defensive line was the name of the game and the top recruit is a defensive 
tackle. Greg Smith is a 6-1, 315-pound juco transfer that finally is making his 
way to Auburn. In 2004 as a senior in high school, he amassed an incredible 164 
tackles with 37 for loss. 

Though there were only a handful of recruits on the offensive side of the 
ball, the Tigers got quality including blue-chip receivers Tim Hawthorne and 
Chris Slaughter, rated at the No. 4 and 13 receivers in the country respectively. 
Auburn went to Maryland and signed the No. 6 running back in the nation, 
Benjamin Tate. The 5-10, 204-pounder ran for 2,214 yards last season and was 
impressive this spring as an early enrollee. 


Auburn 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-5, DL-1, LB-3, DB-6, ATH-2, ST-0 

In 2006, Alabama had an impressive season that saw it win nine straight 
games and rise to No. 3 in the polls. The Tide turned after that, dropping two 
games before finishing with a bow! win. The successful season resulted in an 
impressive 23-man recruiting class that featured 12 players ranked four stars or 
better. The Tide pulled out four of the top 10 recruits in the state, including 
Alabama's top player in offensive lineman Andre Smith. 

Smith, a Birmingham native, is the top-ranked offensive linemen in the 
country and the No. 2 player overall. The 6-4, 325-pound Smith should be an 
immovable force for Mike Shula’s team starting from day one. Smith should 
provide much needed push for fellow five-star prep school star Mike Ford. The 
6-2, 210-pounder was expected to compete for the starting job last year after 
rushing for 2,836 yards and 37 touchdowns as a senior. He took a year to prep, 
but is expected to make up for it this fall. 

Alabama also helped themselves with other players on the offensive line 
and a solid group in the defensive backfield. Joining the No, 1 guard in the 
country are four-star linemen Alex Stadler, Taylor Pharr and David Ross. |n 
the secondary, the Crimson Tide picked up major help with four-star prospects 
Marquis Johnson, Justin Woodall and Marcus Udell. All of them are 
expected to be important factors early in their college careers. 


FOIMRE Ohio St 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-2, OL-2, DL-3, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-0 

Ohio State completed an impressive 10-2 season that saw it head to the 
BCS and win the Fiesta Bowl. Jim Tressel also had success on the recruiting 
trail as he landed a 20-man recruiting class featuring seven of the top ten 
players in the Buckeye State, including the nation’s No. 3 player overall. 

Ohio State landed the top two prospects in the state in running back Chris 
Wells and defensive end Robert Rose. The 6-1, 226-pound Wells out of Akron 
is the top running back in the country after compiling 2,134 yards and 28 
touchdowns last season. The 6-4, 255-pound Rose was one of the fastest rising 
prospects in the country and is rated as the No. 1 strongside defensive end. 
Both players are expected to make a major impact as freshmen. 

The Buckeyes got major help at linebacker by picking up four four-star 
prospects in Thaddeus Gibson, Mark Johnson, Ross Homan and Larry 
Grant. All of them could be major contributors in the next couple of years. Wide 
receiver Raymond Small may be slightly undersized, but he is an elusive and 
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speedy prospect that may remind some Buckeye fans of Ted 
Ginn, Jr.. Small hails from Ginn’s high school, Glenville, in Cleveland. 


Michi 
SS ichigan 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-0, OL-3, DL-5, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-1 

Michigan usually has little trouble on the recruiting trail and Lloyd Carr 
pulled in another talented class in 2006. The Wolverines signed 19 players, 11 of 
whom were rated four stars or better by Rivals.com. Michigan pulled in the top 
player in the state as well as top talent from across the country from Washington, 
Ohio, Georgia, California, Pennsylvania, Virginia and South Carolina. 

The stars of the class are linebacker Brandon Graham and offensive 
tackle Stephen Schilling who ranked No. 15 and No. 26 nationally respectively. 
The 6-2, 250-pound Graham is a big and quick linebacker off the edge who had 
200 tackles and 30 sacks over the past two seasons. On the offensive side of 
the ball, Carr got major help with Schilling out of the state of Washington. The 
6-5, 290-pounder is a quick lineman who could be a future All American. 

The Wolverines added defensive tackle and running back depth with two 
four-star prospects at each position. Jason Kates and Adam Patterson are 
intimidating forces along the line, while Carlos Brown and Brandon Minor 
should provide tremendous speed and power in the backfield. 


SR Miami 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-1 

Miami is always a player on the recruiting front and it was another 
successful season for Larry Coker. An embarrassing loss to LSU, the firing of 
four coaches and the late loss of big-time quarterback commitment Pat Devlin 
still couldn't keep Miami out of the nation’s top 15. Miami came out with a 22- 
man recruiting class that featured 10 four-star prospects. 

Coker and his staff got help at a few key positions including the defensive 
backfield, running back and tight end with two four-star prospects in each area. 
Cornerback Ryan Hill and safety Tervaris Johnson should see the field early 
in their careers after outstanding seasons where each recorded three intercep- 
tions. The running game should be improved with two Florida stars, Javarris 
James and Kylan Robinson. Success at tight end should continue for years 
with 6-4, 227-pounder Dedrick Epps and 6-6, 248-pounder Jason Fox. 

The Hurricanes got some help along the defensive line with five recruits 
including blue-chippers Richard Gordon and Josh Holmes. The 6-4, 265- 
pound Gordon will provide immediate help on the line. Holmes still needs to bulk 
up some, but has the skills after registering 43 tackles and 11 sacks as a senior. 


FT Clemson 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

Tommy Bowden continues to find a lot of success on the recruiting trail and 
this season he reached new heights. The Tigers coach has the closing instincts 
of his dad as he finished strong, landing the nation’s No. 1 all-purpose running 
back on Signing Day. Clemson amassed a 20-man recruiting class that included 
the top player from both South Carolina and Florida. They also went to North 
Carolina, Virginia and Illinois for other top players. 

The cream of the crop is the No. 8 player in the country and top player in 
Florida, C.J. Spiller. The 5-10, 190-pounder will find time in the backfield next 
season after recording over 3,700 yards of offense and 57 touchdowns the past 
two seasons. Clemson picked up an impact player on defense locally in 
defensive end Ricky Sapp. The 6-4, 225-pounder has remarkable speed off the 
edge and is rated the nation’s No. 1 weakside defensive end. 

Bowden made a concerted effort to land defensive backs as he got four 
four-star prospects including DeAndre McDaniel, Crezdon Butler, Darius 
Gaither and Byron Maxwell. 


vi 16 
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QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-6, ST-1 
Despite a disappointing 3-8 season last year, Ole Miss still found a lot of 
success during the 2006 recruiting season. Ed Orgeron pulled in a 30-man class 


that included nine players ranked four stars or better by 
Rivals.com. The Rebels had a lot of success locally, landing the 
top player in Mississippi, but also went to Tennessee, California and 
Georgia with success. 

Orgeron and his staff signed two five-star prospects. Versatile quarterback 
Brent Schaeffer, formally of the Tennessee Volunteers, is one of the top juco 
players in the country. After accounting for over 3,800 yards of offense and 50 
touchdowns last season, he is expected to compete for the starting job this fall. 
Meanwhile, defensive tackle Jerrell Powe is expected to make his way back 
home from prep school in Chatham, Va. The 6-3, 360-pounder will be a force to 
be reckoned with on the Rebel defense for years to come. 

In addition to Powe, Ole Miss made a strong push on the defensive line by 
signing Marcus Tillman and Kentrell Lockett. The Rebels also recruited a lot 
of versatile athletes, six to be exact, led by safety Allen Walker from Olive 


Branch. 
17 


QB-0, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-8, DL-5, LB-1, DB-1, ATH-2, ST-1 

UCLA went 10-2 last year including an undefeated start through their first 
eight games. The successful season resulted in many players flocking to the 
Bruins as Karl Dorrell is starting to build a solid foundation. His 2006 class is 22 
strong with seven four-star prospects as rated by Rivals.com, including the top 
player in Hawaii. 

Dorrell and his staff are elated about landing depth along the offensive line 
with eight recruits including four four-star prospects. Hawaii's top player, Micah 
Kia, along with Jake Dean, Andy Keane and Sean Sheller should provide 
much needed help in the years to come to keep the Bruins high-powered offense 
rolling. 

If anything was lacking last year it was on defense as UCLA found 
themselves in many shootouts, but they should have a much better pass rush in 
the next few years. They signed the No. 2 player in Nevada, defensive tackle 
Jerzy Siewierski, and one of California's better defensive ends in Jeff Miller. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-8, LB-0, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-0 

Mike Stoops is finding it difficult, as expected, to turn around the Arizona 
program as he struggled to a 3-8 season last year. He can hang his hat on a 
couple big wins though including a major triumph over UCLA late in the season 
as well as success on the recruiting trail. The Wildcats landed 25 recruits 
including the nation’s top juco player. 

The gem of Stoops’ class is five-star defensive tackle Louis Holmes, the 
top player out of junior college. The 6-5, 280-pounder has remarkable speed for 
a big man and is going to be an impact player for the Wildcats next season as an 
early enrollee. Holmes recorded an astounding 102 tackles and 11 sacks in his 
final year of high school. 

Alongside Holmes, Arizona picked up seven other defensive linemen, 
including talented four-star prospects A.J. Simmons and Gabe Long. 

The Wildcats received help in the secondary as well to slow down those other 
high-powered Pac-10 offenses with five recruits, including four-star corner 


Mike Turner. 
TJ California | 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-0, OL-6, DL-3, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-1 

California is familiar to recruiting success under Jeff Tedford and 2006 was 
no different. The Golden Bears landed 20 recruits including nine four-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. Besides landing plenty of talent in-state, 
Tedford and his staff went to Colorado, Oregon and Washington for other top 
players. 

The Golden Bears made an effort to bulk up the offensive line as they 
signed six recruits, three of which are four-star prospects. Chris Guarnero, 
Mike Costanzo and Mike Gibson should provide some time for future 
quarterbacks in Tedford’s system. Speaking of quarterbacks, Tedford landed a 
good one in Oregon gunslinger Kevin Riley. The 6-1, 192-pounder fits the mold 
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for Cal quarterbacks as he threw for over 5,000 yards and 
65 touchdowns in the past two years at Beaverton High School. 

California got big-time defensive help as well in the form of defensive 
linemen Derrick Hill and Rulon Davis. The 6-1, 278-pound Hill is a huge, 
immovable force on the inside and should contribute early in his college career. 
Meanwhile, Davis is a juco recruit and an Iraq War Veteran. He is a huge lineman 
at 6-6, 275-pounds and is expected to make an immediate impact this fall. 


Wee 


QB-0, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-5, LB-1, DB-2, ATH-3, ST-0 

Nebraska had tremendous success in Bill Callahan's first year on the 
recruiting trail and he followed it up with another solid effort. Callahan signed a 
22-man recruiting class which included the top player in Nebraska as well as two 
of the top junior college prospects in 2006. 

Callahan and his staff are elated about their prize recruit, five-star juco 
cornerback Andre Jones. The 6-0, 195-pounder formerly of the Kentucky 
Wildcats is a speedster who was rated as the No. 4 junior college player in the 
country after reeling in five interceptions last season. 

The Cornhuskers landed some very talented offensive players as well 
including huge linemen D.J. Jones and Carl Nicks. Over the years Nebraska 
has never had trouble signing top running backs and they picked up four players 
who could play that role. Leading the way is 6-0, 220-pound running back Kenny 
Wilson, another juco player. Wilson rushed for 1,229 yards and 14 touchdowns 
last year. Pushing him for a shot at early playing time is athlete Ricky Thenarse 
from California who racked up over 1,500 yards of offense and 15 touchdowns 
for his high school last year. 


VURMesy Pittsburgh 


QB-2, RB-1, WR-0, TE-1, OL-3, DL-8, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-3, ST-0 

It was a difficult return home for Dave Wannstedt who saw his Panthers 
struggle to 5-6 record last season. It wasn’t a complete loss for the former NFL 
coach as he had tremendous success in his first recruiting year. Pittsburgh 
signed a 26-player recruiting class that included seven four-star prospects as 
ranked by Rivals.com. 

Pittsburgh got much needed help on offense with stars like athlete Dorin 
Dickerson, tight end Nate Byham and running back Kevin Collier. Dickerson 
checked in as the No. 8 athlete in the country last season after accounting for 
over 1,850 yards and 28 touchdowns, but he's expected to play wide receiver at 
Pitt. The 6-3, 215-pound Byham is a quick tight end who should help open up the 
offense. He recorded 45 receptions for 883 yards and nine touchdowns last year. 
Important to all of Wannstedt’s teams has been the running game and the staff 
has found their man in the No. 15 rusher in the country, elusive running back 
Kevin Collier. 

The Panthers got some top help on defense too with defensive tackle John 
Malecki and defensive back Aaron Berry. The 6-3, 275-pound Malecki is a 
quick defensive tackle prospect that should find some opportunity to play early in 
the Pittsburgh defense. He posted over 100 tackles and 14 sacks last season. 
Berry is a versatile player who could play both sides of the ball once he gets to 
Pittsburgh. 


22 | Oklahoma State 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-0, OL-5, DL-5, LB-5, DB-5, ATH-3, ST-0 

Mike Gundy had a tough year last season as his Cowboys finished with a 
4-7 season. Despite that, Oklahoma State fans rejoiced over a couple of victories 
including a big win over highly-ranked Texas Tech. They can also be happy about 
a successful recruiting campaign. The Cowboys ended up signing 29 prospects, 
a group that featured six four-star prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. 

The Cowboys coaches made a strong push to solidify their defense this 
year by adding top talent at key positions including defensive end and defensive 
back. Oklahoma State added a strong and a weakside defensive end in Derek 
Burton and Ugo Chinasa respectively. Burton is a big, speedy end that was 
rated as the No. 3 player in the state last season. The 6-5, 220-pound Chinasa 
has plenty of room to grow and is already an intimidating force on the line. The 
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defensive backfield will have new additions as well in 
cornerbacks Perrish Cox and Terrance Anderson, who rated in 
as the No. 8 and 17 cornerbacks in the country this season. 

Another top talent headed to Stillwater is four-star outside linebacker 
Patrick Lavine out of Houston, Tex.. The 6-2, 210-pounder posted 63 tackles 
and had two interceptions last year. The Cowboys added some running back 
help too with juco star Dantrell Savage. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-3, DB-1, ATH-1, ST-2 

The Volunteers usually land some of the best classes and are always near 
the top 10 in the country. Last season however saw a little bit of a drop off due in 
part to their struggles on the field and their 5-6 record. Tennessee still finished 
with a solid class that featured the No. 2 junior college player in the country and 
the No. 2 player in their home state. Phillip Fulmer traveled across the country to 
pull some top talent out of Illinois, Virginia, Florida, Mississippi and Texas. 

The prize of the Tennessee class has to be juco defensive end Walter 
Fisher who ranks as the No. 2 junior college player nationally. The 6-2, 265- 
pounder should provide an immediate force off the edge in his three remaining 
years of eligibility in Knoxville. 

Fulmer has to be excited about the depth he landed along the offensive line 
with four recruits including three four-star prospects in Jacques McClendon, 
Ramone Johnson and Darius Myers. All three have the potential to take the 
field early in their careers. One other star in the making is versatile athlete and 
prospective wide receiver Brent Vinson out of Hampton, Va. The 6-2, 180- 
pounder is one of the fastest players in the country. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-0, OL-8, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-0 

Steve Spurrier's return to the college ranks at South Carolina resulted in 
immediate success for the Gamecocks on the gridiron and off the field in 
recruiting. South Carolina had a good haul in 2006 with 24 recruits including six 
four-star prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. Spurrier and his staff signed top 
talent out of various regions of the country including Florida, Alabama, New 
Jersey, Georgia and North Carolina. 

The Gamecocks improved themselves particularly along the offensive line 
signing eight recruits, four of which are four-star prospects. Garrett Anderson, 
Hutch Eckerson, Kevin Young and Clarence Bailey are all very athletic big 
men that should help provide the push for Spurrier's return to the fun and gun 
offense. 

Of course a successful quarterback is also needed and South Carolina 
reeled in the No. 8 pro-style quarterback in the country, Chris Smelley. The 6-3, 
213-pounder threw for over 4,100 yards and 59 touchdowns as a senior. One 
other player of note along the defensive line is huge 6-5, 318-pounder Kenrick 
Ellis. The No. 12 defensive tackle in the country is a beast on the line. 


Texas A&M 

QB-0, RB-4, WR-4, TE-0, OL-1, DL-2, LB-4, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-0 

Dennis Franchione had a tough year last season watching the Aggies fall to 
5-6 including four straight losses. Despite that, recruits continue to follow him in 
droves. This season Franchione signed 22 recruits including the No. 4 running 
back in the country. 

The star of the Aggies class is 6-0, 205-pound running back Michael 
Goodson. The four-star prospect amassed over 2,200 yards and 26 touch- 
downs the last two seasons. He is a speedster who should find some early 
playing time this fall and has unlimited potential. 

There is top defensive talent coming in as well including two four-star 
defensive backs in Jordan Pugh and Jarius Neal. The cornerback and safety 
prospects should provide an impact early, particularly junior college recruit Neal. 
Haltom linebacker Anthony Lewis is expected to wreak havoc on Big 12 
defenses. The 6-2, 220-pounder rates in as the No. 8 outside linebacker in the 
country. 
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Daron Rose 6-5,310 Tampa (Fla.) Jefferson Florida State 
Connor Smith 6-6, 245 Cincinnati Morgan Park Ohio State 
Antonio Logan-El 6-4, 307 — Forestville (Md.) Penn State 
J’Marcus Webb 6-8, 285 Mesquite (Texas) North Mesquite Texas 

4. Justin Boren 6-3,319 Pickerington (Ohio) North Michigan 
J.B. Walton 6-3, 275 Indian Head (Md.) Lackey Penn State 
Justin Anderson 6-5, 320 —Ocilla (Ga.) Irwin County Georgia 


4 INI co IVI A LAY G 7. Robert Rose Cleveland Glenville Ohio State 
. Ricky Sapp Bamberg (S.C.) Bamberg-Ehrhardt Clemson 
. Brandon Warren Alcoa (Tenn.) Florida State 


Eddie Jones Kilgore (Texas) Texas 

. Micah Johnson Fort Campbell (Ky.) Kentucky 
Maurice Evans Middle Village (N.Y.) Christ the King Penn State 
Deantwan Whitehead Birmingham (Ala.) West End Louisville 


Derek Simmons Fairfield (Calif.) Armijo Southern Cal 
RATING HT., WT. HOMETOWN/SCHOOL COLLEGE . Lamarr Houston Colorado Springs (Colo.) Doherty Texas 


. Matthew Stafford 6-3, 210 Dallas Highland Park Georgia . Gerald McCoy Oklahoma City Southeast Oklahoma 
. Mitch Mustain 6-3, 208 Springdale (Ark.) Arkansas Al Woods Elton (La.) LSU 
Tim Tebow 6-3, 217 Ponte Vedra Beach (Fla.) Nease Florida Jared Odrick Lebanon (Penn.) Penn State 
4. Demetrius Jones 6-3,192 Chicago Morgan Park Notre Dame . Butch Lewis Aurora (Colo.) Regis Jesuit Southern Cal 
. Jevan Snead 6-3, 205 — Stephenville (Texas) Texas Derrick Hill Oakland (Calif.) McClymonds California 
. dake Locker 6-3, 210 Ferndale (Wash.) Washington Charles Deas Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard LSU 
Isiah Williams 6-2, 205 Chicago Vocational Illinois Adam Patterson Columbia (S.C.) Richardson Northeast Michigan 
Josh Freeman 6-6, 231 Grandview (Mo.) Kansas State 
. Jeremy Ricker 6-2, 205 Harrisburg (Penn.) Bishop McDevitt Maryland 


Sergio Kindle Dallas Woodrow Wilson Texas 
Allen Bradford Colton (Calif.) Southern Cal 
Brandon Spikes Shelby (N.C.) Crest Senior Florida 
Brandon Graham Detroit Crockett Michigan 
. Marcus Ball Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stephenson Florida State 
. Joshua Tatum Oakland (Calif.) McClymonds Southern Cal 
Akeem Hebron Gaithersburg (Md.) Good Counsel Georgia 
. Michael Morgan Dallas Skyline Southern Cal 
. Marcus Sims Tallahassee (Fla.) North Christian Florida State 
. Jeremiha Hunter Harrisburg (Penn.) lowa 
. Derrick Odom Jackson (Miss.) Callaway LSU 
. Anthony Lewis Haltom City (Texas) Haltom Texas A&M 
Jared Norton Rowlett (Texas) Texas 


Chris Wells 6-1, 226 Akron (Ohio) Garfield Ohio State 
C.J. Spiller 5-10, 190 Lake Butler (Fla.) Lake Mary Clemson 
Stafon Johnson 5-11, 200 Los Angeles Dorsey Southern Cal 
James Aldridge 6-1,215 Crown Point (Ind.) Merrillville Notre Dame 

. Michael Goodson 6-0, 205 — Klein (Texas) Collins Texas A&M 

. Demarco Murray 6-0, 183 Las Vegas Bishop Gorman Oklahoma 
Carlos Brown 6-0, 205 Franklin (Ga.) Heard County Michigan 
Benjamin Tate 5-10, 204 Newark (Md.) Snow Hill Auburn 

. LeSean McCoy 5-11, 204 Harrisburg (Penn.) Bishop McDevitt Miami 

. Charles Scott 6-0,215 Jonesboro (La.) Jonesboro-Hodge LSU 
Vondrell McGee 5-10, 190 Longview (Texas) Texas 
Emmanuel Moody 6-1, 195 Coppell (Texas) Southern Cal 

. Knowshon Moreno 5-11, 205 Middletown (N.J.) Middletown South Georgia 

. Terry Grant 5-10, 180 Lumberton (Miss.} Alabama 


. _Kylan Robinson 6-1, 215 Tampa (Fla.) Chamberlin Miami Reshad Jones Atlanta Booker T. Washington Georgia 


A.J. Wallace Pomfret (Md.) McDonough Penn State 
Shareece Wright Colton (Calif.) Southern Cal 
Jonas Mouton Venice (Calif.) Michigan 


Percy Harvin 6-1, 188 Virginia Beach (Va.) Landstown Florida 
. Darrin Walls Pittsburgh Woodland Hills Notre Dame 


Vidal Hazelton 6-3, 193 Chatham (Va.) Hargrave Military Southern Cal 
Adron Tennell 6-5, 200 Irving (Texas) Oklahoma ~ Chykie Brown Houston North Shore Texas 

Tim Hawthorne 6-2, 199 Homewood (Ala.) Auburn . Tervaris Johnson Miami Monsignor Pace Miami 
David Ausberry 6-4,213 Lemoore (Calif.) Southern Cal . Ryan Hill Tallahassee (Fla.) Rickards Miami 
Damon McDaniel 6-0, 192 Virginia Beach (Va.) Landstown Florida State - Devin Ross Rancho Cucamonga (Calif) Arizona 
Raymond Small 5-10, 173 Cleveland Glenville Ohio State - Raeshon McNeil Mocksville (N.C.) Davie County Notre Dame 
Greg Mathews 6-2,189 Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater Michigan . Darian Hagan Los Angeles Crenshaw California 
Damian Williams 6-1, 180 Springdale (Ark.) Arkansas DeAndre McDaniel Tallahassee (Fla.) Godby Clemson 
Jared Mitchell 5-11, 197 New Iberia (La.) Westgate LSU 


. Myron Rolle Princeton (N.J.) The Hun School Florida State 
34, Jermaine Gresham 6-7, 230 Ardmore (Okla.) Oklahoma Taylor Mays Seattle O'Dea Southern Cal 
NaDerris Ward 6-5, 247 Oakland (Calif.) McClymonds Georgia C.J. Gable Sylmar (Calif.) Southern Cal 
. Konrad Reuland 6-6, 239 Mission Viejo (Calif.) Notre Dame Antwine Perez Camden (N.J.) Woodrow Wilson Southern Cal 
Jamere Holland Woodland Hills (Calif.) Taft Southern Cal 
Jarred Fayson Tampa (Fla.) Hillsborough Florida 
Allen Walker Olive Branch (Miss.) Ole Miss 
Andre Smith 6-4, 325 — Birmingham (Ala.) Huffman Alabama 7. Deon Beasley Orange (Texas) West Orange Stark Texas 
. Sam Young 6-8, 302 Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas + Notre Dame Dorin Dickerson Imperial (Penn.) West Allegheny Pittsburgh 
. Stephen Schilling 6-5, 290 Bellevue (Wash.) Michigan Earl Alexander Phenix City (Ala.) Central Alabama 
. Carl Johnson 6-6, 348 Durham (N.C.) Southern Florida . Riley Cooper Clearwater (Fla.) Catholic Florida 
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Florida 


The Gators, who finished just behind Southern California for 
the nation’s second-ranked class, added plenty of depth at all positions. The 
Gators added some wide receivers that will potentially play this year, including 
Virginia Beach Landstown star Percy Harvin — the nation’s top overall prospect 
— and dynamic athlete Jarred Fayson of Tampa Hillsborough. The class is 
fairly balanced, as Florida signed future starters at quarterback (Tim Tebow), 
linebacker (Brandon Spikes, Dustin Doe and A.J. Jones), offensive line (Carl 
Johnson, Jim Barrie) and defensive line (Brandon Antwine and Terron 
Sanders). Florida also just missed on running back C.J. Spiller, who signed with 
Clemson. Spiller, from nearby Lake Butler was the state's top prospect and 
would have given the Gators a dynamic weapon at running back. Incoming 
runner Chevon Walker, however, is an underrated prospect that could see the 
field. Tebow, whose recruitment was among the most followed in the nation, 
enrolled in time for spring practice and could see significant snaps at quarter- 
back this Bast 

i : Harvin is an explosive athlete that will factor in immediately 
in the return game and potentially on offense. If he adjusts to the college game 
and life as a college football player relatively quickly, the Florida coaching staff 
will use him in a variety of creative ways in the offense. His speed alone makes 
him a difficult match-up. 

Sleeper: Though small in stature, 5-6 running back Brandon James 
from Saint Augustine (Fla.) High has plenty of talent and could provide potential 
match-up problems in the return game or on offense because of his running 
ability and the fact that he’s hard to tackle. 

Bottom line: Talent will no longer be an excuse for not winning in 
Gainesville. Urban Meyer and staff had an unmatched work ethic on the road 
recruiting and sold plenty of top talents on the future of Florida Gator football. 
Having multiple top recruits on campus for big wins against Tennessee and 
Florida State during the season did not hurt, either. 


UGA got its future quarterback in Matt Stafford, the nation’s 
top player at that position. He enrolled early for spring practice and competed for 
the starting job in the spring. It would not be a shock to see him earn significant 
snaps this fall. The Dawgs also signed the top prospect in Georgia in safety 
Reshad Jones out of Booker T. Washington High in Atlanta. Head coach Mark 
Richt and staff continued to build depth in the trenches. The Dawgs signed 13 
linemen (eight on offense, five on defense) that will be the foundation of the 
program in the coming seasons. Atlanta Westlake tackle Kiante Tripp is a 6-6, 
244-pounder that needs to add weight, but is a projected starter down the road. 
Defensively, ends Geno Atkins, Brandon Wood and Michael Lemon, along 
with big tackle Ricardo Crawford will be a handful. Atkins had a breakout senior 
season and has a chance to develop into a good rush end and Lemon is the 
sleeper of the class. The Bulldogs targeted several big-time wide receivers to 
complement budding star Mohamad Massaquoi but did not close the deal on 
any. In-state receiver Kris Durham, however, enrolled early and could develop 
into a player. Prince Miller and Tony Wilson both are electrifying athletes who 
also could develop into big-time playmakers on offense. 

f The Southeastern Conference may find out how talented 

Stafford is this season if he wins the Bulldogs starting quarterback job as a true 
freshman. He should at the very least have the potential to give Richt another 
four-year starter in the mold of David Greene. 

Sleeper: Once he adjusts to the speed of the college game, expect 
Lemon to blossom into a monster rush end. 

Bottom line: This class has the potential to be the foundation for a 
future national championship team in Athens. 
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The Tigers dominated in-state again and added talent at 
running back, wide receiver and defensive tackle. Running backs Keiland 
Williams, Charles Scott and Richard Murphy, all Louisiana natives, should 
give the Tigers the type of depth at that position that they enjoyed during the 
national title run in 2003 when it seemed as if the tailback position had inter- 
changeable parts. Williams, a Louisiana native who played at Hargrave (Va.) 
Military Academy last season, was up-in-the-air about his decision between the 
Bayou Bengals and Southern Cal in the days following National Signing Day. In- 
state receivers Jared Mitchell, Chris Mitchell and Ricky Dixon all were rated 
among the nation’s top 250 prospects. Jared Mitchell could choose Major 
League Baseball as he is a top prospect in that sport as well. The interior of the 
defensive line could have two young stars contributing this year. Al Woods was 
the Pelican State’s top prospect and committed to the Tigers early. Charles 
Deas, from Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard, committed late in the process as LSU 
pulled him away from long-time favorite Auburn. The Tigers would have liked to 
have signed a dynamic tight end, but missed on Oklahoma standout Jermaine 
ikl ull the stretch. 

*: Williams was one of the top prep school running backs in 
the sandy msi at eal one analyst called him “a bigger version of Joseph 
Addai.” 

Sleeper: Defensive back Jason Teague is quick and has good 
coverage skills. The Tigers dipped into under-recruited Houston to snag him late 
in the process and he could end up being a good one. 

Bottom line: Despite facing the challenges of selling a Louisiana 
program in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Les Miles and staff signed a 
national top 10 class and signed every top 10 prospect in-state to whom they 
offered a scholarship. 


Ht/Wt. Pos. Hometown/School 
6-1/188 WR Virginia Beach, Va/Landstown Florida 
65/305 OL Birmingham, Ala/Huffman Alabama 
6-0/210 RB Chatham, Va/Hargrave Military LSU 
6-2/210 QB Dallas, Texas/Highland Park Georgia 
6-3/360 DT Chatham, Va/Hargrave Military Ole Miss 
6-2/205 RB Chatham, Va/Hargrave Military Alabama 
6-2/200 QB Springdale, Ark//Springdale Arkansas 
6-4/285 LB Shelby, N.C/Crest Florida 
6-1/173 §  Atlanta/Washinaton Georgia 
6-4/329 DT Elton, La/Elton LSU 
6-2/250 DE Coffeyville, Kan. C.C. Tennessee 
6-1/315 Booneville, Miss/NE C.C. Aubum 
6-3/220 Jacksonville, Fla/Nease Florida 
6-6/320 Durham, N.C./Southern Florida 
6-2/250 Fort Campbell, Ky/Fort Campbell Kentucky 
5-10/204 Newark, Md/Snow Hill Aubum 
6-0/184 Tampa, Fla./Hillsborough Florida 
6-2/200 Homewood, Ala./Homewood Aubum 
6-0/215 Jonesboro. La,/Hodge LSU 
6:2/205 Olive Branch, Miss/Olive Branch Ole Miss 


Player 
. Percy Harvin 
Andre Smith 
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4. Matthew Stafford 
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. Greg Smith 
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. Carl Johnson 
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. dared Fayson 
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Auburn 


At 


— The Tigers held off a strong out-of-state push from Ten- 
nessee and South Carolina and rival Alabama to sign top 100 wide receiver 
prospect Tim Hawthorne. Hawthorne, along with Alex Rose and Chris 
Slaughter, should have the chance to avoid a redshirt season given Auburn's 
personnel losses at wide receiver. The Tigers may have signed the nation’s top 
defensive line class. The interior is strong, led by juco tackle Greg Smith and 
in-state tackles Jermarcus Ricks and Bart Eddins. Ricks is very agile and 
athletic and Eddins was described by one scout as a “future NFL player.” Ends 
Byrant Miller and Raven Gray (if he qualifies) also should see the field early. 
Auburn, which ranked No. 9 nationally, needed to sign a fullback in this year's 
Class and thought it had one in Irmo (S.C.) prospect Aram Olson. However, the 
Palmetto State standout ended up choosing Ohio State in the weeks before 
Signing Day. Quarterback Neil Caudle of Hoover (Ala.) Spain Park suffered a 
torn ACL and meniscus in his right knee during his senior season, but threw for 
1,624 ‘a and 15 touchdowns as a high school junior. 

*: Hawthorne was ranked in the top 50 nationally for most of 
the recruiting process and would be the state’s No. 1 prospect in most years 
(talented lineman Andre Smith, who signed with Alabama, was tops nationally at 
his position). Hawthorne has good size, hands and speed and may emerge as a 
target for Brandon Cox this fall. 

Sleeper: Mississippi's Hendrick Leverette is the prototypical AU 
linebacker in that he's undersized, but fast, athletic and a big hitter. 

Bottom line: Auburn's staff is one of the best in the country at making 
talent evaluations and though this class is highly-regarded, there are parts of it 
that will end up being better than what has originally been projected. 


In what was ironic considering Auburn's success recruiting 
defensive line prospects, the Crimson Tide signed perhaps the top offensive line 
class in the nation. The class was highlighted by Birmingham standout Andre 
Smith — the nation’s top offensive lineman, announcing for the Crimson Tide on 
Signing Day by putting on a hat that resembled the one legendary coach Paul 
“Bear’ Bryant used to wear on the sidelines. Taylor Pharr, Alex Stadler, David 
Ross and Brian Motley all have the potential to develop into starters. Alabama 
also continued to raid neighboring Mississippi. The Tide got help at running back 
with speedster Terry Grant and wide receiver Mike McCoy. Signing Grant 
meant that Bama signed Mississippi's Mr. Football award winner for the second 
consecutive year. Given its personnel losses, Alabama desperately needed to 
sign a linebacker or two that could step in and contribute right away, but did not. 
Recardo Wright from Orlando's Dr. Phillips High switched to Florida State late 
after being committed to the Tide. If prep school running back Mike Ford 
qualifies academically, he should step in and contribute right away. 

feadliner: Smith, the nation’s No. 2 overall prospect, is the type of 
lineman that can step in and start at one of the tackle spots from the moment he 
steps foot on campus. He may play guard in the NFL, but has the strength, 
footwork and tenacity to be a tackle in the SEC. 

Sleeper: Alabama was Tampa defensive back Javier Arenas’ only BCS 
conference scholarship offer, but the Crimson Tide coaching staff found a good 
one. Arenas has quick feet and a great burst of speed and will factor into the kick 
return game early in his career. 

Bottom line: This was Mike Shula and staff's best recruiting class 
and if the talented pieces pan out, it could serve as the foundation for building 
the Alabama program back to national prominence. 


Ole Miss 


You have to like that Ed Orgeron and his staff were able to 
sign a quarterback that has starting experience in the SEC. Former Tennessee 
signal caller Brent Schaeffer signed with the Rebels after spending one season 
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at the College of the Sequoias in California and Orgeron 
named him the starting quarterback in his Signing Day press 

conference. It will be interesting to see what new offensive coordinator Dan 
Wemer, previously of Miami (Fla.), can do with a dual-threat quarterback like 
Schaeffer. Ole Miss also improved the overall athleticism of its program by inking 
prospects like Allen Walker of Olive Branch, Miss. Walker can play linebacker, 
safety or wide receiver and is the type of player that will be a difference-maker no 
matter what position he plays. The Rebels had a crucial need at offensive line and 
did sign five, but lost junior college standout Clarence Bailey to South Carolina 
and in-state high school prospect Josh Davis to Georgia just days before each 
was set to sign. The hope is that juco transfer Aubrey McPhadden, a former 
Florida State signee who sat out the 2005 season, can be ready to go. John 
Jerry, who originally signed with Ole Miss in the class of 2005, arrives after a 
Stellar season at Harve (Va.) Military Academy. 

adliner:: All eyes will be on Schaeffer, who enjoyed a successful 

freshman sé season at Tennessee before leaving, and how he improves the Rebels 
changes of moving the football. 

Sleeper: Memphis jumbo athlete Greg Hardy was trying to decide 
between football and basketball during the recruiting process before settling on 
heading to the Oxford gridiron to play for the Rebels. He could potentially play 
tight end or defensive end and has the athletic ability to develop into a good one. 

Bottom line: Should all who signed qualify academically, this class 
will give Ole Miss an instant upgrade in talent. 


Coffeyville (Kan.) Junior College defensive end Walter 

Fisher has the skills to develop into a good player. The 6-2, 265-pounder was 
the nation’s No. 2 overall junior college prospect and arrived in Knoxville in time 
for spring practice. Fisher highlighted the strongest position in this class, the 
defensive line. Local product Blake Garrettson and Louisiana big man Jarrod 
Shaw could eventually be contributors on the interior, while end Victor Thomas 
was hailed by at least one analyst as the best player on a star-studded Olive 
Branch (Miss.) High team. Chase Nelson out of Oklahoma also is a fine end 
prospect. On the offensive side, Lee Smith and Luke Stocker both are 
regarded highly at the tight end position, particularly Smith. Also, Jacques 
McClendon and Ramone Johnson have the tools to develop into starters. 
Tennessee failed to sign many playmakers in this year’s class. Brent Vinson, 
from Hampton (Va.) Phoebus, is the lone exception if he gets into school and his 
i physical gifts can translate into football skill. 

ad *: Fisher is the highest-rated prospect in the class and has a 
chance to be very good if he has no issues adjusting to major college football 
and can recover from a shoulder injury he suffered in the spring. The talented 
pass rusher has three years to play three and was running with the second team 
when he got hurt, so he has some upside and time to develop. 

Sleeper: Wide receiver Stephaun Raines of Dalton (Ga.) could 
potentially develop into a big-play threat in college. In high school, he typically 
was faster than the competition he faced in Northwest Georgia and could very 
well have elite speed. The Vols weren't the only team that thought he could play. 
Arkansas and South Carolina both offered him a scholarship. 

Bottom line: Though it's not the typical star-studded group heading 
to Knoxville, this class will be a nice compliment to Tennessee recruiting classes 
past and future. 


There was no question that Steve Spurrier and South 
Carolina needed quality numbers on the offensive line and the Gamecocks were 
able to do that, landing eight big uglies. Highly-regarded juco prospect Clarence 
Bailey, local star Garrett Anderson, Tampa prospect Kevin Young and North 
Carolina standout Hutch Eckerson are the highlights of the class. All could end 
up playing this season. Spurrier said on Signing Day that the Gamecocks 
coaching staff wanted to turn this group into “the best offensive line in the 
country.” While it inay not have the potential, the group has a lot of talent and will 
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provide a solid nucleus on the O-line in the coming years. 

The Gamecocks needed to sign several interior defensive linemen 

and would have liked to have added another big-time receiver to their 

arsenal. While defensive tackle Kenrick Ellis and in-state wide receiver Moe 
Brown are very good prospects, South Carolina had its eye on even better and 
could not close the deal. Getting an earlier start in recruiting for the class of 2007 
is a priority for Spurrier and staff as it hurt them down the stretch in 2006. 
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) American Christian quarterback Chris Smelley reminds some 
of former re quarierback Danny Wuerffel. 

? *: Bailey, from Lackawanna (Pa.) Junior College, has drawn 
comparisons to Minnesota Vikings tackle Bryant McKinnie, who also attended 
Lackawanna. Bailey is expected to contend for the starting left tackle spot once 
he arrives on campus this summer. 

Sleeper: Concerns about his academic progress caused Gamecock 
safety signee Darian Stewart of Huntsville (Ala.) Lee to be recruited lightly until 
a strong fall semester put him on track to qualify. Stewart is an excellent athlete 
with solid ball skills who could see time in the secondary his freshman season. 

Bottom line: Spurrier and company added another piece to the 
puzzle filling needs on the offensive line. 


Houston Nutt and company signed most of their headliners 
from nearby Springdale (Ark.) High, including the No. 2 overall quarterback 
prospect in the nation, Mitch Mustain. Mustain is familiar with new Razorbacks 
offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn’s offense. Malzahn was Mustain’s head 
coach at Springdale. Wide receiver Damian Williams, one of Mustain's high 
school teammates, also is a welcome addition. Williams was committed to 
Florida for most of the process before deciding to sign with the Hogs late. That 
also was the case with another one of Mustain’s high school targets, tight end 
Ben Cleveland, though he de-committed from the Gators and committed to the 
Hogs earlier than Williams. Arkansas has only signed seven offensive linemen in 
the last two recruiting classes and it's always a concern when the numbers are 
low there. Jim Hart, Ray Dominguez and Demarcus Love, however, are three 
solid prospects. The Hogs also signed only one interior defensive lineman, juco 
Freddie Barnett. Barnett, however, is expected to challenge for playing time 
from ts time Le gels to campus. 

Fe] : Mustain won several National Player of the Year awards 
and gives the Razhrbacke a bona fide threat in the passing game. The thought of 
he and Darren McFadden playing in the same backfield in the coming years has 
to be of some concern to defensive coordinators around the SEC. 

Sleeper: Wide receiver Marques Wade from Atlanta's Grady High is 
the latest Georgia discovery by ace recruiter Tracy Rocker, Wade is 6-2, 185 and 
was committed to East Carolina when Arkansas offered him a scholarship. The 
Arkansas staff is excited about his potential. 

Bottom line: Keeping some of the best prospects at their position in 
the history of the Natural State at home (McFadden and Mustain) has Nutt and 
company poised to become a contender again in the SEC West. 


After seeing Big Ten programs and Louisville raid the 
Bluegrass State for talent during the past few years, the Wildcats fought back 
and landed immediate help for their defensive front. Ace recruiter Joker Phillips 
was able to add Micah Johnson, Josh Minton and Corey Peters to the mix in 
the face of speculation about head coach Rich Brooks’ job and another losing 
season in Lexington. Johnson likely will play linebacker. Minton is an end and 
Peters is a tackle. All three could see early playing time. It would be a wise move 
by Brooks and staff to get Minton ready for 2007, when Kentucky will be thin at 
his position. There are also some who believe that Johnson's best position is 
with his hand down. The downside of this class is that while the Cats did very 
well in-state, most of their out-of-state prospects are projects, potential academic 
casualties or reaches. Kentucky has done a good job filling needs with some 
under-the-radar players (running back Rafael Little comes to mind), but will need 
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to start being more competitive out-of-state to build the 
type of quality depth needed to compete in the SEC East. Then 
again, one has to be impressed with the Kentucky prospects UK was able 
to sign. 

Headliner: Johnson, from Fort Campbell, is the highest-rated 
defensive prospect to sign with the Big Blue since USA Today Defensive Player 
of the Year Dennis Johnson. He is big, athletic and versatile and should be in the 
starting lineup from the moment he steps on campus. 

Sleeper: Augusta, Ga., defensive back/linebacker Chris Drayton is 
one of the fastest prospects at his position in the country and the Wildcats beat 
Louisville, which has made a living off signing speed during the past few 
seasons, for his services. 

Bottom line: This class is an upgrade for the Kentucky program. 


When you are dealing with the depleted numbees and an 
overall lack of talent like Sylvester Croom is at Mississippi State, the key is to 
sign upgrades and improve each position. With the class of 2006, the running 
back position gets an upgrade with the addition of three prospects that could see 
the field early. Anthony Dixon and Courtney Jones arrive highly rated, but 
Daphne (Ala.) prospect Arnil Stallworth could be the sleeper of the class. 
When Anthony Summers arrives in the fall, he will help right away at some 
position, likely safety. Summers was one of the most electrifying athletes in the 
state of Mississippi last year as the quarterback at Olive Branch (Miss.) High. 
Speaking of quarterback, that could be an area of weakness for the Bulldogs. 
They failed to sign a signal-caller despite a big need for one. Though the official 
word is safety, Summers could find his way under center if the offense heads 
south. When Victor Thomas bolted for Tennessee, the Bulldogs missed out on 
their top defensive end prospect. Anthony Johnson returns to Starkville after 
spending a year at Hargrave (Va.) Military Academy. He should be an upgrade at 
some Hoga 

: Without a doubt, Summers was one of the top overall 
athletes i in the coun last year. The Dogs should be able to play him some- 
where and get some sort of benefit from his signing right away. He represented 
one of the few in-state recruiting battles Croom and company won against Ole 
Miss this year, despite the Dogs convincing 35-14 win in the Egg Bowl. 

Sleeper: Stallworth led his team to a state championship and is the type 
of back that needs to be fed the ball. If he proves he is worthy, there is an 
opportunity for him to get fed the ball a lot this season. 

Bottom line: Croom and staff must continue to plug away on the 
recruiting trail and search for upgrades. 


Vanderbilt 


The Commodores went to South Carolina and Alabama to 
sign under-the-radar prospects that increased their overall athleticism. Athlete 
D.J. Moore from Spartanburg (S.C.) Broome was a standout performer at the 
Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas, the annual all-star game between prospects from 
North and South Carolina, in December. He played slot receiver and displayed 
outstanding foot speed. Moore projects as a cornerback, but will factor into the 
return game right away. Marquez Hall from Tuskegee (Ala.) also could be a 
factor right away in the return game. Though only 5-9, Hall returned several kicks 
for touchdowns last season and is a threat to go the distance every time he 
touches the ball. Vanderbilt also got a steal in 6-7 tight end Justin Green from 
Troy (Ala.). Green has NFL written all over him if he develops as he should in 
college. He didn't play football until his senior season of high school. Mississippi 
tight end Jonathan Massey can fit in at a number of positions, including wide 
receiver or fullback. On a negative note, Vanderbilt didn’t sign any interior 
defensive rirelled a serious position of need. 

Hez *: Moore has all-conference potential and like Earl Bennett, 
could prove 3 oe a big-time find for the Dores. 

Sleeper: The potential of Green is very intriguing. 

Bottom line: Despite remaining at the bottom of the SEC, this is 
Bobby Johnson's best class at Vanderbilt so far. 


Linay's SPORTS ANNUALS 


83 


RANKING 


» S — o = 


i SEE x 


Welcome back to the college football penthouse. A case can 
be made for one-third of the league starting in the preseason Top 
10 (LSU, Auburn, Florida, Georgia). That would be a slight 
improvement over 2005 when four finished in the top 12. 

And that was a so-called down year when Tennessee took the 
season off and only six teams went bowling. 

How good is the SEC? In ‘05, for the second consecutive year, 
five teams won at least nine games. ‘Bama is back. LSU survived 
two hurricanes, got to the conference title game and thrashed 
Miami in the Peach Bowl. Auburn has won 26 of its last 30. 
Georgia is the defending champion. 

All of them might be might be chasing Florida in ‘06. 

We knew this was more than just a basketball league. 


2. GLE 


Expansion has been good for the league, pushing the ACC 
higher and packing the conference with depth. Miami, Florida 
State, feel free to be what you once were. 

Yeah, yeah, we know FSU won it last year, but at 8-5? The 
Noles (109th in rushing?) and ‘Canes (replacing five coaches) 
have issues they didn’t used to have. 

For now, the ACC’s flag-bearing program is Virginia Tech, 
which won (and then played for) the conference title in its first 
two seasons in the ACC, going 23-5 overall and 14-3 in the league. 

Beamer’s boys will still hover around the Top 10 this season, 
and, in any given year, challenges could come from Clemson ... or 
Virginia ... or North Carolina State ... or Maryland ... or Georgia 
Tech ... did we mention Miami and FSU? 


3:56 Rhee 


Ohio State is this year’s version of USC. Loaded offense, ques- 
tionable defense. Jim Tressel has to find nine new starters on 
defense ... somehow he'll find a way. It is Ohio State. 

Elsewhere, Lloyd Carr has to find his way back to the Top 10. 
Joe Paterno got back there last season, but can Penn State do it 
again? Iowa always seems ready to sneak in the back door. 

The bottom of the league is getting saltier, with 2004 coach- 
ing changes potentially taking hold at Indiana and Illinois. 


Y. Pac-i0 


Even with Troy declining ever so slightly, the Left Coast goes 
five deep (USC, Cal, Arizona State, Oregon, UCLA) and the bottom 
of the Pac is generally better than those in other big conferences. 
The Trojans’ greatness, however, gives the league its identity. 
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5. Big IZ ~ 


Texas and Oklahoma both have national championship tal- 
ent, but it drops off severely after that. Nebraska should win a 
diminished Big 12 North, which has seen recent coaching 
turnover at half the programs (Nebraska, Kansas State, Colorado). 


&. Big East ~ —. 


The good news: The Big East has established itself enough 
that it can expect to keep its automatic BCS berth in the future. 
It's earned that much. The better news: That’s because West 
Virginia and Louisville might play a national championship elim- 
ination game on Nov. 2. 


7. Mountain West 


The MWC has its own network (CSTV) and a best-of-the rest 
rep. TCU would have played in a BCS game last year had the cur- 
rent rules been in effect. Utah and the Horned Frogs have eyes 
for the BCS this season. 


8. Conference USA 


Not as bad as you think after the loss of Louisville to the Big 
East. Half the league went bowling last year. Central Florida 
accomplished the biggest turnaround in the country. Tulsa won 
the league title (on the road) and had more victories than big 
brother Oklahoma. Mike Price has guided UTEP to back-to-back 
bowls for the first time in 50 years. 


9. WAC on 


No lack of coaching acumen, with Idaho’s Dennis Erickson 
joining Dick Tomey, June Jones, Pat Hill, Chris Ault and others. 
Bad news is that Boise State lost Dan Hawkins, and the league is 
horribly weak at the bottom. 


10. MAC \-— — —______- 


Whatever happened to Big Ten Jr.? Only one team (Toledo) 
won more than eight games. Nine of the 12 teams had at least 
five losses. Still, the league has produced an impressive run of 
quarterbacks. 


11. Sun Belt \ 


In business to stay in business. Sun Belt teams play money 
games at Texas, Oklahoma, Texas A&M, LSU, Auburn, Clemson, 
Kansas State, Oklahoma State, South Carolina, Maryland, Miami, 
Alabama, Nebraska, Georgia Tech and Florida State. No wonder 
the champion finishes around 6-5 each year. 
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THE RACE 


The surprising thing was that Tennessee was out of the conference 
race early, losing four consecutive SEC games at one point and finishing 
3-5 in the league. But, mostly, the usual suspects were near the top of 
their respective divisions. 

LSU persevered as well as any team could have in the wake of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. By the time the Tigers were finally able to 
open at home — on a Monday against Tennessee — it was Sept. 26 and 
they fell apart late, allowing 17 fourth-quarter points and losing 30-27 
in overtime. 

It would be LSU's only loss of the regular-season, with a 20-17 over- 
time win over Auburn being the tiebreaker in the Western Division. 

A 5-0 start gave Georgia control in the Eastern Division, and late 
losses to Florida and Auburn didn’t hurt the Dawgs as they dispatched 
Kentucky and advanced to the title game. 


THE CHAMPION 


Georgia was supposed to be a team in transition after losing several 
high-quality players including QB David Greene, WRs Reggie Brown and 
Fred Gibson, DE David Pollack, LB Odell Thurman and SS Thomas Davis. 

The Bulldogs weren't exactly tossing teams around, but they got the 
job done with a tough defense (in a defense-dominated league) and one 
of the league's best offenses, led by quarterback D.J. Shockley, who 
finally got his turn. 

Shockley was the MVP of the SEC Championship Game, a surprisingly 
easy 34-14 victory over then-No. 3 LSU. It was the second SEC title in 
four years for Mark Richt and the Bulldogs. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Jay Cutler, QB, Vanderbilt 

Bumping against some of the nation’s best defenses week in and 
week out, Cutler was — by far — the most prolific quarterback in the 
league, establishing himself as a high NFL draft pick. He averaged 279.4 
passing yards per game, with 21 TDs and nine interceptions. 

Defensive Player of the Year: DeMeco Ryans, LB, Alabama 

The leader of a salty Tide defense, Ryans made a team-high 76 tackles, 
including 12 for loss and five sacks. He was awarded the Lott Trophy, 
given to the nation’s outstanding defensive player with high character 
(he graduated in seven semesters with a 3.7 grade-point average). 

Coach of the Year: Mark Richt, Georgia 

In five years, Richt has established himself as one of the finest 
coaches in the country, winning the SEC coaching award last season for 
the second time in four years. He had the talent — a league-high five 
players who were first-team All-SEC — but he also squeezed the most 
out of that ability. 


THE BOWLS 

Tennessee had the third longest bowl streak in the nation (16), but 
that’s gone, and the league placed only six teams in the postseason for the 
second year in a row. Florida now has the country’s third longest bowl 
streak (15), trailing Michigan (31) and Florida State (24). Overall, it was a 
mixed bowl bag for the SEC, split down the middle at three games apiece. 


Sugar West Virginia 38, Georgia 35 
Cotton Alabama 13, Texas Tech 10 
Outback Florida 31, Iowa 24 

Capital One Wisconsin 24, Auburn 10 
Peach LSU 40, Miami 3 
Independence Missouri 38, South Carolina 31 
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ALL-SEC TERM 


“as selected by the league coaches 
OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Jay Cutler, Vanderbilt 
RB__Kenny Irons, Auburn 
RB___Kenneth Darby, Alabama 
RB___Darren McFadden, Arkansas 


WR __ Sidney Rice, South Carolina 
WR __ Earl Bennett, Vanderbilt 

TE _ Leonard Pope, Georgia 

C___ Mike Degory, Florida 

OL Marcus McNeill, Auburn 


OL Max Jean-Gilles, Georgia 
OL — Andrew Whitworth, LSU 


OL __ Tre’ Stallings, Ole Miss 
OL __Arron Sears, Tennessee 


PK Brandon Coutu, Georgia 


DEFENSE - First Team 
DL Willie Evans, Miss. State 


DL __ Quentin Moses, Georgia 
DL _ Claude Wroten, LSU 


LB _DeMeco Ryans, Alabama 

LB __ Patrick Willis, Ole Miss 

LB _ Moses Osemwegie, Vanderbilt 
LB Sam Olajubutu, Arkansas 

DB Greg Blue, Georgia 

DB _ Roman Harper, Alabama 

DB _LaRon Landry, LSU 

DB __Ko Simpson, South Carolina 
P Kody Bliss, Auburn 


THE STANDINGS 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB DJ. Shockley, Georgia 


RB__Jerious Norwood, Miss. State 


RB Rafael Little, Kentucky 

WR___ Chad Jackson, Florida 

WR ___Tyrone Prothro, Alabama 
TE _Dustin Dunning, Vanderbilt_ 

C Rudy Niswanger, LSU 
OL__Tim Duckworth, Auburn 


OL Randy Hand, Florida 
OL _Will Arnold, LSU 


OL __Daniel Inman, Georgia 


OL _Brian Stamper, Vanderbilt 
PK Chris Hetland, Florida 


RS __ Felix Jones, Arkansas 


DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL__Mark Anderson, Alabama 
DL __ Jeremy Mincey, Florida 
DL ___Parys Haralson, Tennessee 
DL __ Kyle Williams, LSU : 


LB _ Omar Gaither, Tennessee 
LB Travis Williams, Auburn 

LB _ Freddie Roach, Alabama 
LB _ Kevin Simon, Tennessee 


DBM. Abdullah, Kentucky 

DB __Demetrice Webb, Florida 
DB _DeMario Minter, Georgia 
DB Will Herring, Auburn 

P Gordon Ely-Kelso, Georgia 


EASTERN 

Team SEC Pct. _—~PF PA All Pet. PF PA 
Georgia 6-2 750 _—-209 13410-3769 384 213 
Florida 5-3 625-205 178 9-3 750343226 
South Carolina 5-3 625 175 193 7-5 583284279 
Tennessee 35 375147 138 5-6 455 205205 
Vanderbilt 3-5 375 223 271 5-6 455 299321 
K 26.250 160277 38.273, 239375 
WESTERN 

Team SEC Pct. _—~PF PA AN :Pet: =~ * PF PA 
LSU 7-1 «875214 1144 11-2846 383185 
Auburn 7-1 87562122 $3 750 386-186 
Alabama 6-2 750 ‘159 87 —-10-2—833_ 263128 
Arkansas 2-6 250-173 169 47.364 283271 
Ole Miss 1-7 125 97208 38 273,148 245 
Mississippi 1-7 .125 78 211 38.273, 153259 
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PICKING THE SEC 


Back to the ‘90s: Gators Will Re-Assert Dominance 


he 1990s belonged to Florida and 
Tennessee, but three other teams have 
taken over the SEC this decade. 

Georgia has finished in the top 10 four 
consecutive seasons. LSU is the most recent 
SEC team to win a national championship. 
And Auburn has won or tied for the West 
Division in five of the past six years while 
posting the only unbeaten season since 
1998. 

So, who wins the SEC this season? 

Florida. 

Last season, the Gators beat Tennessee, 
Georgia and Florida State and won a New 
Year's Day bowl, upending Iowa in the 
Outback Bowl. 

Coach Urban Meyer wasn’t satisfied with 
his first season in Gainesville because Florida 
lost three SEC games — including a bitter 
defeat at South Carolina — and was denied a 


chance to make its first SEC Championship 
Game appearance since 2000. 

But that should change this year. Senior 
Chris Leak clearly is the best quarterback in 
the SEC and, for the first time, he returns 
with the same system and same offensive 
coordinator. And Florida is 14-2 against 
Georgia since 1990. 

Georgia will break in a new starting quar- 
terback for the second consecutive year, but 
coach Mark Richt has enough talent to con- 
tend for another top 10 ranking. 

LSU and Auburn will fight for the right to 
represent the West in what figures to be a 
two-team race. 


EAST DIVISION 

Florida was a respectable 9-3 in Meyer's 
first year, which came after the Gators had 
lost five games for three consecutive seasons. 


ee 


Much of the responsibility in making the 
next step falls on Leak, who completed 62.8 
percent of his passes for 2,639 yards and 20 
touchdowns last season. Leak struggled with 
the spread option last season, but should be 
better this season. 

Chad Jackson took his SEC-leading 88 catch- 
es to the NFL, but the Gators are still strong at 
receiver. Meyer, so frustrated with the ineffec- 
tiveness of his tailbacks, said he might go with 
a no-back set this season. 

Florida returns six starters from a defense 
that allowed at least 24 points in five games. 
The front seven is solid, but the secondary 
lost three starters. 

Georgia coach Mark Richt has won big with 
two previous first-time starters at quarter- 
back: David Greene and D.J. Shockley. Is a 
three-peat in the offing? 

Fifth-year senior Joe Tereshinski was No. 1 


Se 


Southeastern Conference Picks ) 
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‘Lindy’s 2006 
ALL-SEC Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 
Florida 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL Justin Harrell Sr. Tennessee 


DL QuentinMoses Sr. Georgia 

DL MarcusThomas Sr. Florida. 

DL Quentin Groves Jr. Auburn 

LB Patrick Willis Sr. Ole Miss. 

LB Sam Olajubutu = Sr. Arkansas. 

LB Brandon Siler Jr. Florida — 
DB LaRon Landry oy | LSU ~ 
DB Fred Bennett Sr._‘S. Carolina 

DB Davidlrons ole Auburn 

DB Reggie Nelson Sr. Florida 

P Kody Bliss Sr. Auburn 

OFFENSE - Second Team 

QB JaMarcus Russell Jr. LSU 

RB Kenneth Darby Sr. Alabama 

RB ThomasBrown Jr Georgia 

WR Earl Bennett So. Vanderbilt 

WR DwayneBowe Sr. ~=————sLSU 

TE Martrez Milner = Sr. ~—Ss Georgia 
C Antoine Caldwell So. Alabama 
OL Michael Oher So. Ole Miss 

OL Brian Stamper Sr. Vanderbilt 

OL Brian Anderson St.__-‘Miss. State 

OL Ben Grubbs Sr. Auburn 

AP. Felix Jones So. Arkansas 

PK Jamie Christensen Jr. Alabama 

DEFENSE - Second Team 

DL Michael Heard Sr. Miss. State 
DL JamaalAnderson Jr. Arkansas 


DL Chase Pittman Sr. LSU 


DL Wallace Gilberry Jr. Alabama 
LB JarvisJackson _ Sr. Georgia 
LB Tony Taylor ‘Sr. Georgia — 
LB Earl Everett Sr __s-Filorida 
DB Jeramie Johnson Sr. __ Miss. State 
DB Tra Battle ; Sr. Georgia 
DB Jessie Daniels Sr. LSU 
DB Jonathan Hefney Jr. ‘Tennessee 
P Gordon Ely-Kelso Sr. —- Georgia 


QB Chris Leak Sr. 

RB Kenny Irons Sr. Auburn 
“RB Darren McFadden So. Arkansas ~ 
WR Sidney Rice So. §. Carolina 
WR Andre Caldwell Sr. Florida 
TE Jacob Tamme Jr. Kentucky 
C Nick Jones Sr. Georgia 
QOL Arron Sears Sr ‘Tennessee 
OL WillArold © Je ‘LSU 
OL TimDuckworth Sr Auburn 
OL Daniel Inman Sr. Georgia 
AP Rafael Little Jr Kentucky 
PK Brandon Coutu 


Jr Georgia © 


HONOR ROLL 


coming out of the spring, but freshman 
Matthew Stafford could win the job sometime 
this fall. 

Georgia has the SEC’s best collection of run- 
ning backs, but the offensive line lost three 
starters and 6-7 tight end Leonard Pope took 
his skills to the NFL. The defense returns five 
starters, led by end Quentin Moses. 

Tennessee hopes to recover from its first 
losing season since 1988. The first move in 
the restoration project was hiring David 
Cutcliffe as offensive coordinator. Cutcliffe, 
who spent six years as Ole Miss’ head coach, 
was UT's playcaller from 1993 to 1998. 

Quarterback Erik Ainge, solid as a fresh- 
man, poor as a sophomore, regained some 
confidence in the spring. Tennessee's defense 
lost six of its front seven, but coordinator 
John Chavis is confident he has enough tal- 
ent to reload — not rebuild. 

South Carolina surprised many by beating 
Florida and Tennessee and tying for second in 
the West. But the Gamecocks still don’t have 
enough talent to contend for a division title. 


WEST DIVISION 

Aubum, which has won more games (22) 
than any SEC team in the past two years, 
should be strong again. 


‘Most 


Valuable 
Player 


Kenny Irons" 
‘RB, Auburn — 


Chris Leak 
QB, Florida 


Most Accurate Passer 
Strongest Arm 

Best Scrambler 
Coolest in the Clutch 
Toughest to Bring Down 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Pass Blocker 


Best Run Blocker 


Best Cover Corner 
Special Teams Demon 


ChrisLeak,QB SS Floricta 
JaMarcus Russell, QB LSU 
Brent Schaeffer, OB 
Jamie Christensen, PK 
Kenny Irons, RB 

Best Hands Sidney Rice, WR South Carolina 
Dallas Baker, WR 
Arron Sears, OT 
Tim Duckworth, 0G 
Best Pass Rusher Quentin Moses, DE Georgia 
David Irons, CB 
John Johnson, CB 


Tailback Kenny Irons and quarterback 
Brandon Cox return, which is a good way to 
start, but the receiving corps is thin and the 
defensive line must be rebuilt. 

Aubum plays host to LSU, with the winner 
likely to go on to play for the SEC champi- 
onship. 

LSU might be the SEC's most talented 
team, but the schedule is tougher than most 
and it will be interesting to see how the 
quarterback situation plays out. JaMarcus 
Russell won 10 games, but Matt Flynn was 
terrific in a 40-3 victory over Miami in the 
Peach Bowl. 

Running back Alley Broussard returns from 
a torn ACL. The defense returns six starters 
but lost two standout tackles in Kyle 
Williams and Claude Wroten. 

Arkansas should join Tennessee as the 
SEC’s most improved teams. The Hogs led the 
SEC in rushing last season but were ninth in 
total defense and 10th in scoring defense. 

Alabama tured in a surprising 10-2 sea- 
son, but the Crimson Tide will take a step 
back, losing quarterback Brodie Croyle and 
seven quality starters on defense. 

Ole Miss and Mississippi State are still 
rebuilding. 


— Jimmy Hyams 
: aiaar. _ Year 


Patrick Willis 
“LB, Ole Miss 


Brent Schaeffer 
QB, Ole Miss 


Florida 


Ole Miss 
Alabama 
Auburn 


Florida 
Tennessee 
Auburn 


Auburn 
Arkansas 
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September 2 
Southern Cal at Arkansas 
California at Tennessee 


September 9 
Georgia at South Carolina 


September 16 
LSU at Auburn 
Florida at Tennessee 


September 23 
Alabama at Arkansas 
Colorado at Georgia 


Sentember 28 
Auburn at South Carolina 


September 30 
Alabama at Florida 


October 7 
LSU at Florida 
Tennessee at Georgia 


October 14 
Florida at Auburn 


October 21 
Alabama at Tennessee 


October 28 
Florida-Georgia (u'ville) 
Tennessee at South Carolina 


November 4 
LSU at Tennessee 


November 11 

Alabama at LSU 
Tennessee at Arkansas 
Georgia at Auburn 
South Carolina at Florida 


November 18 
Auburn at Alabama 


November 25 
LSU at Arkansas 


November 26 

Florida at Florida State 
Georgia Tech at Georgia 
South Carolina at Clemson 


- Kenny Irons 

. Quentin Moses 
. Justin Harrell 
. Sidney Rice 

. Patrick Willis 


. LaRon Landry 


. Arron Sears 


. Quentin Groves 


oO nnrt ower YW RY eS 


. Brandon Siler 
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SERS, 
Ry, 


Hogs surrendered embarrassing 70 points to Trojans last year. 
After 5-6 season, Vols need strong start against potent Pac-10 Bears. 


After 0-3 SEC start last year, Steve Spurrier wants better beginning. 


Winner has represented West in SEC title game five of past six years. 
Could decide East Division; teams have split past eight outings. 


Crimson Tide slightly down; Arkansas appears on the way up. 
Second straight year Bulldogs have hosted strong team from out West. 


Tigers handed Spurrier his worst defeat last season, 48-7. 
Gators recall 31-3 rout; Tide recalls Tyrone Prothro injury. 


Tigers have won three of past four meetings. 
Winner takes step toward East title, loser has huge hill to climb. 


Two of SEC's top offenses could stage a shootout on The Plains. 
Third Saturday in October features one of South's premier rivalries. 


Winner could land spot in SEC title game; Gators have won 15 of 17. 
Spurrier beat Vols with Gators, then with Gamecocks in Knoxville. 


Tigers seek revenge vs. only team to hand them SEC regular-season loss. 


Tigers have won five of past six meetings with the Tide. 

Important late-season game could determine direction of each team. 
SEC's two best programs this decade; stakes could be huge. 
Spurrier makes first trip to Swamp as opposing coach. 


Tommy Tuberville 5-2 in Iron Bowl; Mike Shula 0-3 vs. Tigers. 
In Little Rock, will this be a chance for the Hogs to be spoiler? 


Perhaps best in-state rivalry in the country; could match top 10 teams. 
Bulldogs usually try to avoid upset to stay in national top 10. 
No fight last year, but intensity remains high in bitter in-state battle. 


Photo by R.D. Moore 


KENNY 1RONS 


Bow! Connections 


Ch 


SE 
SE 
SE 
SE 
SE 
SE 


amp 


C #2 

C #3-5 
C #3-5 
C #3-5 
C #6-8 
C #6-8 
C #6-8 


BCS (national title game if 
ranked #1 or #2, otherwise 
Sugar Bowl) 

Capital One vs. Big Ten #2 
Outback vs. Big Ten #3 
Cotton vs. Big 12 #2 
Peach vs. ACC #3 

Music City vs. Big Ten #6 
Independence vs. Big 12 
Liberty Bowl vs. C-USA 


Great acceleration and vision, runs hard. 


Georgia 
Tennessee 
South Carolina 
Ole Miss 

LSU 

Tennessee 
Auburn 
Florida 


Auburn 


Explosive rusher, 18 sacks in past two seasons. 
Mobile and agile, can stop run and rush passer. 

Has size (6-4), great hands, 70 catches (13 TDs). 
Great instincts, led SEC with 128 tackles. 

Two-time All-SEC pick, seven INTs past two years. 
Can run block, protect and play four positions. 
Outstanding athlete, had 6.5 sacks last year. 

2004 SEC Freshman of Year, recovered seven fumbles. 


SEC's best cover corner; had 11 pass deflections. 
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AROUND THE SEC 


12th Game Doesn’t Mean Loading Up On Patsies 


Adding a 12th game has added to the appeal of 
several SEC non-conference schedules. 

Rather than load up on Division I-AA oppo- 
nents, SEC athletic directors decided to go for big- 
ger games with better chance of TV exposure and 
potential “quality wins,” for BCS purposes, no 
doubt. 

Last year, the SEC played six lower-level teams, 
and with the 12 additional non-league games on 
the schedule, the conference still has just six non- 
Division I-A opponents. 

The difficult non-league games can be problem- 
atic for the SEC, because of the strength of the 
league, the balance of the league, and the always- 
tough SEC Championship Game. But athletic direc- 
tors and coaches are mindful of what happened to 
Aubum in 2004, when the Tigers’ schedule was 
considered a liability in competition with other 
unbeaten teams (Southern Cal and Oklahoma) for 
Bowl Championship Series points, and they're 
determined to not let it happen again. 

In this decade, the SEC has played in the BCS 
national title game just once — LSU in 2003 — 
and the league has not had two teams in BCS 
games in the same season since 2000. 

This season, SEC teams face opponents from 
each of the other 10 Division I-A conferences, 
including the defending champions of the Pac-10 


(Southern Cal), ACC (Florida State), Big East (West 
Virginia), Big 12 North (Colorado), C-USA East 
(Central Florida) and Sun Belt (co-champ 
Louisiana-Lafayette). 

Add perennial Big Ten power Michigan, tradi- 
tionally tricky Air Force from the Mountain West, 
and resurgent Central Michigan from the MAC, and 
it means that the SEC teams will be taking on solid 
programs from all corners of the map. And Hawaii, 
for good measure. 


WWELL-COORDINATED 

For the first time since 1988, there were no head 
coaching changes in the SEC. But there were plen- 
ty of coordinator changes. 

The most noteworthy was at Tennessee, where 
David Cutcliffe, head coach at Ole Miss for six 
years, replaced Randy Sanders, who is now quar- 
terbacks coach at Kentucky. Cutcliffe was 
Tennessee's offensive coordinator (1993-98) before 
going to Ole Miss. 

Ole Miss fired Noel Mazzone and hired Dan 
Wemer of Miami, along with longtime Hurricane 
assistant Art Kehoe. 

Arkansas coach Houston Nutt, who has served 
as his own play caller since taking over in 1998, 
has hired Gus Malzahn from the high school ranks. 
Malzahn coached Mitch Mustain, one of the 


nation’s top prep quarterbacks who signed with 
Arkansas. 

Aubum lost defensive coordinator David Gibbs 
to the NFL, then raided the NFL to hire Will 
Muschamp, who helped LSU win the 2003 nation- 
al championship before joining Nick Saban with 
the Miami Dolphins for a year. 

At South Carolina, co-defensive coordinator 
John Thompson resigned after his play-calling 
duties were stripped in favor of Tyrone Nix, who 
has shed the co-title. 

The dean of coordinators in the SEC is 
Tennessee's John Chavis, who enters his 12th sea- 
son. Only one offensive coordinator who calls his 
team’s plays — LSU's Jimbo Fisher — has been at 
his school more than three years. 


TURNING PRO 

The SEC lost eight players early to the 2006 NFL 
Draft, including one non-starter. 

South Carolina and Tennessee lost two each. The 
Gamecocks’ secondary took a hit with the depar- 
ture of safety Ko Simpson, who played just two 
seasons, and comerback Jonathan Joseph. The 
Vols lost starting guard Rob Smith and backup 
defensive tackle Tony McDaniel. 

Georgia lost the league's best tight end in 6-7 
Leonard Pope. Florida lost Chad Jackson, who led 


Four-Year Standings 


The four-year snapshot shows clear separation in the league, with Georgia, LSU and Aubum sharing the conference titles and each sport- 
ing 25-7 SEC records. Florida's four-year look spans the entire post-Steve Spurrier era ... and the results, while not bad, aren't as pretty as 


they used to be. 


Nine of 12 SEC programs have been bowling in the past four seasons, with Vandy narrowly missing its chance last year. Now, Kentucky and 
Mississippi State likely will end their postseason drought before the Commodores do. 


Eastern Division SEC Pet. All Pet C mM 6B Comment 
Georgia 25-7 781 44-9 830 32 2 4 — Four consecutive top 10 finishes. 
Tennessee 21-11 B56 33-17 660 2/0 0 3 Last a one-year blip? 
Florida 21-11 B56 32-18 .640 oo 860 4 _ This should be as low as Gators go. 
South Carolina 1418 438 23-24 © -.489 00 6=— 8 1 This shows the work Spurrier must to. 
B48 oo o 0 ! J 
239 0 


Alabama 1715 531 30-20 Tide made big move last season. 

Ole Miss 1418 438 24-24 1/0 Should start being consistently higher. 

Arkansas 1220 «4.875 = 28-23) s500,-'s—«‘i/s'(isiSsS*«*Te product of twoyyears of rebuilding. = 
Mississippi State 4-28  .156 11-34 244 rT) Ouch! Worse league record than Vandy. 


Note: C=Championship or co-championship; M=Major bowl (BCS); B=Bowls 
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the league with 88 catches last season, and cor- 
nerback Dee Webb. 

Pass-rushing defensive end Stanley McClover left 
Auburn. 

Among those who reportedly considered their 
NFL options but decided to stay are Georgia defen- 
sive end Quentin Moses, Tennessee defensive tack- 
le Justin Harrell and offensive lineman Arron 
Sears, Auburn running back Kenny Irons and Ole 
Miss linebacker Patrick Willis. 


BOWL TIE-INS 

The SEC continues to have the most bowl tie-ins 
of any conference — eight. 

The league champion gets an automatic bid into 
the BCS. That will be the Sugar Bowl, unless an SEC 
team is No. 1 or 2 in the BCS rankings. Then, it 
would go to the new BCS Championship Game, this 
year held near Phoenix, Ariz. 

The Capital One Bowl in Orlando gets the next 
pick of an SEC team. 

The SEC also has contracts with the Cotton, 
Outback, Peach, Music City, Independence and 
Liberty bowls. The Liberty replaces the Houston 
Bowl in the league's stable. 


INSTANT REPLAY 

The first year of instant replay in the SEC was a 
huge success, according to SEC referee Rocky 
Goode. 

“For the first year,” Goode said, “it was very 
good.” 

Of the 77 games involving an SEC team, 40 had 
at least one stoppage for review. (All plays are 
reviewed, but those that can’t be decided in 10 to 
12 seconds are stopped for review.) Of the 66 plays 
stopped for review, only 17 were overturned. 

Thus, of the more than 11,500 plays involving 
SEC teams, only 17 reviewable calls were altered. 
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The average length of review was less than two 
minutes. And SEC games were actually shorter 
with review last season than the previous year. 

The NCAA is pushing to require all conferences 
to adopt a unified instant replay system in college 
football. 


THE RETURNERS 

The SEC returns a lot of star power at the skill 
positions. 

Eight of the top 10 rushers, including four who 
gained more than 1,000 yards, are back. Four of 
the top seven quarterbacks return, and each 
passed for more than 2,000 yards and at least 15 
touchdowns. Five of the top eight wide receivers 
remain, including two freshmen who caught at 
least 70 passes, And nine of the top 10 touchdown 
scorers dot SEC rosters. 

Kentucky's Rafael Little was No. 5 in the nation 
in punt returns and all-purpose yards. Felix Jones 
of Arkansas was No. 2 in the nation in kickoff 
returns. Cody Bliss of Auburn was sixth in punting. 

Arkansas returns the most starters with 19, 10 
on offense. Mississippi State welcomes back 17 
starters, nine on defense. 

South Carolina has the fewest returning starters 
with nine. 

Georgia and Vanderbilt return just four starters 
on offense. South Carolina has four back on 
defense. 


EXTRA POINTS 

For the first time since 1997, the SEC had five 
teams in the top 15 of the final AP poll: No. 6 LSU, 
No. 8 Alabama, No. 10 Georgia, No. 12 Florida and 
No. 14 Auburm. ... Four SEC teams were ranked 
among the top 25 for toughest schedules: No. 8 
Arkansas, No. 14 Tennessee, No. 15 Georgia and 
No. 24 South Carolina. ... Two basketball players 


were walk-on receivers in the spring: Stanley 
Asumnu at Tennessee and Ravi Moss at Kentucky. 


Bobby Gaston, long-time SEC coordinator of 
Officials, retired at age 80. He spent 50 years in the 
SEC as an official or supervisor. ... Two former 
quarterbacks hope to make a splash at different 
positions. Omarr Conner of Mississippi State is at 
receiver, and Syvelle Newton at South Carolina will 
play receiver and safety. ... Two SEC players were 
granted a sixth year of eligibility due to prior 
injuries: Auburn cornerback David Irons and 
Kentucky center Matt McCutchan. ... 

Florida coach Urban Meyer was so upset with his 
tailbacks in the spring, he threatened to use a no- 
back system in the fall. ... Georgia's top two quar- 
terbacks threw six interceptions during one scrim- 
mage. ... South Carolina junior college transfer 
linebacker Jasper Brinkley proved difficult to block 
during the spring. His twin, Casper Brinkley, will 
join the team in the fall. ... Carolina had two other 
twins on defense, Dustin and Jordin Lindsey, but 
Dustin is not academically eligible. ... 

For the 25th straight season, the SEC led the 
nation in total attendance, as 5.75 million saw 77 
games; 74,700 per game. Seven schools averaged 
over 80,000 and five schools exceeded 100-percent 
capacity. The SEC had 97.6 percent of its stadiums 
full in 2005. 

In the past five years, Georgia (52-13) has the 
best record in the SEC while Tennessee (95-30) 
reigns over the past 10 years. ... 

Florida has the longest streak in the SEC with- 
out being shutout (216). ... Defense ruled in the 
SEC last year as the scoring average of 24.1 points 
per team was the lowest since 1992 and the total 
offense of 348.3 was the lowest since 1996. ... 
Only two SEC teams have failed to make a bowl 
game this decade: Kentucky (not since 1999) and 
Vanderbilt (1982). 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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QUARTERBACKS 


lorida’s Chris Leak has 8,271 passing yards, put- 
ting him within striking distance of conference 
career leader Peyton Manning (11,020). 
Leak needed time to adjust to Urban Meyer's system 
last season but still passed for 2,639 yards and 20 
touchdowns while hitting 62.8 percent of his attempts. 
He's easily the most accomplished QB in the 
» league (with 22 career wins), and talented true fresh- 
man Tim Tebow helps round out the position. 
No team has better depth, though, than LSU. 
JaMarcus Russell won 10 games last year, but he’s 
_ fot assured of starting. Matt Flynn, subbing for an 
_ injured Russell, played lights out in a 40-3 Peach 
Bowl victory over Miami. Redshirt freshman Ryan 
~ Perrilloux casts a shadow, too. 


~ 15 touchdowns, and beat Arizona State, Alabama, 
; Auburn and Florida. 

No other SEC quarterback has 10 career wins. 
Auburn's Brandon Cox was 8-3 as a first-year starter. 
Tennessee's Erik Ainge (8-4) hopes to rebound from 

_ a poor sophomore season. 

The SEC lost stars Jay Cutler of Vanderbilt, Brodie 
" Croyle of Alabama and D.J. Shockley of Georgia, and 
> seven teams will have starters with three or fewer 
~~ career wins. 


Ps RECEIVERS) 
= - espite losing Chad Jackson and his SEC-leading 
88 catches, Florida has the SEC’s best collection 
of wide receivers. Dallas Baker had a breakout season 
“with 52 catches. Andre Caldwell, who broke his leg in 
the third game, had 43 catches in 2004. Jemalle 
Cornelius and Cornelius Ingram are weapons. 
Sidney Rice of South Carolina was the SEC 
» Freshman of the Year after grabbing 70 passes for 

1,143 yards and 13 touchdowns. Multi-talented 
Syvelle Newton, a converted quarterback, caught 27 
passes, Kenny McKinley had 25 and Noah Whiteside 
has finally recovered from an ankle injury. 

LSU is also talented and deep at receiver. David 
Bowe caught 41 passes last season, Craig Davis 35 
and Early Doucet 26. 

Tennessee's receivers have underachieved for 
years, but Robert Meachem, Lucas Taylor, Bret 
Smith, Jayson Swain and tight end Chris Brown have 
» _ talent. Alabama has Keith Brown, D.J. Hall and 

~ Tyrone Prothro — but Protho’s return to health is iffy 
_ and the Tide has to find a passer. 

Auburn lost three key receivers but returns Courtney 

"Taylor. Georgia has a rising star in Mohamed Massaquoi. 

Vanderbilt's Earl Bennett (79 for 876 yards, nine 

_ touchdowns) had a phenomenal freshman season, 
but he won't have Jay Cutler as his quarterback. 


Russell, inconsistent last season, was third in the _ 
_ SEC in passing efficiency, threw for 2,435 yards and | 


ffs SEC is loaded at tailback. Four 1,000-yard 
rushers return. So does a star who missed last 
season with an injury, and a back who averaged 
almost 150 yards in five starts as a redshirt freshman. 
Arkansas’ Darren McFadden (1,113 yards) was electri- 
fying as a freshman, averaging an SEC-best 6.3 yards 


"per run. He scored 11 touchdowns, second-best among 


running backs. Felix Jones (626 yards) also averaged 
6.3 yards per carry, giving the Hogs’ a potent 1-2 punch. 
There is also powerful fullback-tailback Peyton Hillis. 

Auburn returns Kenny Irons, who rushed for 1,293 
yards and 13 touchdowns despite not starting the 
opener. Brad Lester and Tre Smith add quality depth. 

Georgia has great depth. Thomas Brown (736 
yards), Danny Ware (492) and Kregg Lumpkin (335) 
are all capable of starting. 

Alabama's Ken Darby hopes for a third consecutive 
1,000-yard season. He had 1,242 yards last season. 
LSU returns Alley Broussard, who led the team 
with 867 yards and 10 touchdowns in 2004 before 

suffering a torn ACL. Justin Vincent is trying to 
come back from a late-season ACL tear. 
Tennessee's Arian Foster averaged 148.5 yards in 
five starts for the injured Gerald Riggs Jr. 
Kentucky's Rafael Little rushed for 1,045 yards and 
led the SEC in punt returns. 


' OFFENSIVE LINE 


as, 


Arkansas > | aes returns four starters from a line that 
- produced a 1,000-yard rusher and two freshmen 


backs who averaged 6.3 yards per carry. The Hogs 
were the only SEC team to rush for at least 200 
yards per game (216.9) and 5.0 yards per carry. 

Auburn, No. 2 in the SEC in rushing, lost 6-9 All- 
American Marcus McNeill, but has 6-8 King Dunlap 
and the SEC's best guard tandem, Ben Grubbs and 
Tim Duckworth. 

Alabama returns four starters, led by center 
Antoine Caldwell. LSU lost three key starters, but the 
Tigers, who ranked fourth in the SEC in rushing last 
season, have All-SEC candidate Will Arnold. 

The three top teams in the East — Florida, Georgia 
and Tennessee — return just four starters combined. 
The Gators will have a hard time replacing center 
Mike Degory. Georgia will miss Max Jean-Gilles, but 
returns Nick Jones and Daniel Inman. Guard Rob 
Smith left a void at Tennessee after bypassing his 
senior season, but Arron Sears might be the league's 
best lineman. 

Kentucky is the only school that returns all five 
starters after center Matt McCutchan was granted a 
sixth year of eligibility. 

Mississippi State will have its best line in three 

years. 
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Florida's Pass-Catch Combos Can't Be Beat 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


ennessee, LSU, Alabama and Florida each 
ranked in the top 10 last season in run defense, 
but each team suffered key losses, except for the 
Gators. 

Florida's front four is talented and deep. Tackles 
Marcus Thomas and Steven Harris pack a solid 1-2 
punch. End Jarvis Moss is a talent, Joe Cohen has 
developed into a solid end and Ray McDonald, beset 
by injuries last season, makes plays when healthy. 

Arkansas is the only team that returns its entire 
front four, led by end Jamaal Anderson and tackle 
Keith Jackson. 

Georgia lost both tackles but returns the league’s 
top pass-rushing end in Quentin Moses and promis- 
ing Charles Johnson. LSU also lost both tackles — 
Kyle Williams and Claude Wroten — but end Chase 
Pittman can play and tackle Glenn Dorsey is a talent. 
Tennessee loses three starters, but tackle Justin 
Harrell is a potential first-round draft pick. 

Mississippi State lost SEC sack leader Willie 
Evans, but end Michael Heard was almost impossible 
to block during the spring and the tackles are under- 
rated. Auburn is led by end Quentin Groves, who has 
13.5 sacks over the past two years. Alabama returns 

two starters, led by Wallace Gilberry. 


| SECONDARY 


Re Bint oe bens 


SU ranked third in the nation in pass-defense 

efficiency, allowing a league-low 47.3 comple- 
tion rate. Two-time All-SEC free safety LaRon 
Landry returns along with strong safety Jessie 
Daniels and cornerback Chevis Jackson. 

Tennessee returns four starters, led by safety 
Jonathan Hefney. A fifth was a part-time starter and 
a sixth, safety Demetrius Morley, might be the 
team’s best athlete. 

Auburn's David Irons, granted a sixth year of eligi- 
bility, might be the SEC's top cover corner. Two other 
starters return, but Will Herring moved from safety to 
outside linebacker. 

Free safety Jeramie Johnson, who tied for the SEC 
lead with four interceptions, is one of three starters 
returning at Mississippi State. But the Bulldogs were 
10th in the SEC in pass-defense efficiency in 2005. 

Alabama led the SEC in fewest passing yards 
allowed the last two seasons. Opponents completed 
just 49.7 percent of their passes and the efficiency rat- 
ing was 97.9. The Tide lost three starters but return 
corners Ramzee Robinson and Simeon Castille. 

Arkansas and Ole Miss each return three starters, 
but they ranked eighth and ninth in the SEC in pass 
defense last year. 

Georgia has Tra Battle, Florida has Reggie Nelson 
and South Carolina has Fred Bennett, but each lost 

three starters. 
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[LINEBACKERS 
e SEC has been blessed with terrific linebackers 
ye the years and this season is no exception. 

Georgia returns three starters, led by Tony Taylor 
on the outside and Jarvis Jackson in the middle. 
Florida has two All-SEC caliber linebackers in Brandon 
Siler and the fleet Earl Everett, but the Gators had 
trouble finding a third starter during the spring. 

Patrick Willis of Ole Miss led the nation in solo 
tackles last year and running mate Garry Pack is 
top-notch. Arkansas has All-SEC Sam Olajubutu, 
freshman All-American Freddie Fairchild and 
Desmond Sims, a converted end. 

Mississippi State returns all three starters, led by 
converted safety Quinton Culberson. LSU's Ali 
Highsmith, the lone returning starter, developed into 
one of the league's top linebackers last season. 

To make up for the loss of two starters, Auburn 
moved strong safety Will Herring to linebacker to 
play alongside Karibi Dede. 

Alabama lost two All-SEC players in DeMeco Ryans 
and Freddie Roach. Juwan Simpson is one of the 
league's best. Tennessee lost all three starters, but the 
Vols are reloading — not rebuilding — with young tal- 
ents such as Jarod Mayo, Rico McCoy and Ryan Karl. 

Kentucky returns all three starters from the 
SEC’s worst defense. Wesley Woodyard recorded 

100 tackles. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


eorgia returns the SEC’s best kicker in Brandon 
Coutu and the No. 2 punter in Gordon Ely-Kelso 
(42.9). 

Coutu led the league in scoring (114 points) while 
converting 23 of 29 field-goal attempts. The Bulldogs 
also have Thomas Flowers, who was second in the 
SEC in punt returns (13.7) and ran one back for a 
score to help beat Tennessee. 

Auburn's Kody Bliss ranked 6th in the nation in 
punting (44.9) while kicker John Vaughn was the 
SEC's No. 2 scorer (86 points). 

Florida returns one of the most accurate kickers in 
Chris Hetland (13 of 16 field goals) and a veteran 
punter in Eric Wilbur (41.7). 

Tennessee features kicker James Wilhoit (14 of 
19), punter Britton Colquitt (41.2 as a freshman) and 
the No. 2 kick coverage unit in the league. 

Arkansas led the nation in kick returns (29.2) as Felix 
Jones ranked second nationally (31.9). Fullback Peyton 
Hillis was fourth in the SEC in punt returns (10.3). 

Alabama's Jamie Christensen is nicknamed 
“Money” because his clutch kicks beat Ole Miss, 
Tennessee and Texas Tech. If Tyrone Prothro returns 
C from a broken leg, the return game will be special. 

. Kentucky's Rafael Little led the SEC and was fifth 
SS > __ nationally in punt returns. 
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QUITE A QUARTER CENTURY 


silver anniversary of Lindy's has 


marked a golden era for SEC 
BY BEN COOK 


Over the past 25 years since Lindy’s first hit the newsstands, the conference has undergone dramatic changes, yet 
the end result is always the same — the SEC remains one of the premier football conferences in America. 

Turn the clock back 25 years and you find the Southeastern Conference as a 10-team league, just as it had been 
since Georgia Tech and Tulane dropped out of the league in the mid-1960s. 

The league was just a year removed from one of its teams winning a national championship — the 1980 Georgia 
Bulldogs had run the table and took home the national championship trophy, the 11th in the history of the league, 
behind a running back by the name of Herschel Walker and a quarterback named Buck Belue. 

Bear Bryant was prowling the sidelines at Alabama, although the 1982 season would be his final one. Johnny Majors 
was coaching the Tennessee Vols, and one of his assistant coaches was a fellow by the name of Phillip Fulmer. 

Vince Dooley was the king between the hedges and was coming off 11-0 and 10-1 seasons. Charley Pell was in the 
process of rebuilding the Florida Gators, but he also was heading down the road to NCAA probation. 

A young upstart named Pat Dye was starting his second season at Auburn, and the 5-6 record he 
had did not give any indication of the power the Tigers would become under the former Georgia line- 
man. 

A fellow by the name of Steve Spurrier was an assistant coach at Duke. Tommy Tuberville was an 
assistant at Arkansas State. Houston Nutt was a graduate assistant at Arkansas. Mark Richt had just 
finished his playing career at the University of Miami. Mike Shula was in high school. 

Since those days, the old coaching guard has turned over and been replaced by a new breed of coach- 
es — coaches who are young, aggressive and making millions of dollars each year. Schools have upgrad- 
ed facilities and built snazzy indoor practice fields. Stadiums have grown along with budgets. 

The football palaces now come complete with luxury suites that go for big bucks to big boosters, as well 
as a ton of seats for the common man, who is often asked to pay huge sums of money just for the privi- 
lege of buying a seat that is exposed to the elements. 

And, by the way, the SEC is back to a 12-team league after adding Arkansas and South Carolina as league mem- 
bers in 1992. That, too, came about because of money — the chance to make big, big amounts of money. 

SEC commissioner Roy Kramer saw the benefits of expansion, namely that the SEC could take advantage of a 
little-known NCAA rule that said conferences with 12 teams could stage a playoff game. No 
other major football conference in the NCAA had thought about doing it, but 
Kramer saw it as a potential bonanza for the league. 

The SEC Championship Game was soon copied by other 
conferences that saw the amount of television 
exposure and money it generated. 

SEC coaches had complained that the extra game 
would likely prevent an SEC team from ever winning 
another national championship. Alabama shot that 
theory down a month later by defeating Miami in the 
Sugar Bowl and winning the 12th national championship 
in league history. Florida, Tennessee and LSU would also 

win national titles (1996, 1998 and 2003, respectively). 
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- _ . In this past 

= ~~ quarter century, 

Florida has won seven SEC cham- 

pionships - all under Spurrier - while 

Auburn and Tennessee have won four champi- 

onships apiece. Georgia, LSU and Alabama each 
have three conference championships. 

The league has produced three Heisman 
Trophy winners - Herschel Walker in 1982, Bo 
Jackson of Auburn in 1985, and Danny 
Wuerffel of Florida in 1996. 

A total of 146 SEC teams have played in 
bowl games, winning 78 of them. 

On July 2, 2002, Mike Slive took over the 
reins as commissioner of the SEC following the 
retirement of Roy Kramer. 

His mission is simple: Keep the SEC right 
where it has been for the pest 25 years - lead- 
ing the way in college football. 

The more things change, the more they stay 
the same. 


TOP PROGRAMS OF 
THE PAST 25 YEARS 


The Gators ruled the 1990s with such force under 
Steve Spurrier that they get the nudge as the top 
team of the past 25 years. They won a national 
championship, six SEC championships and played 
in 20 bowl games, eight of them major bowls. 
Even after Spurrier, there was not a big decline in 
the Gators’ fortunes. Now it is Urban Meyer's job 
to keep Florida at that high level. 


With five SEC titles and 18 bowl games, the 
Tigers have done everything you could ask for 
during the past 25 years, except win a nation- 
al championship, and Auburn fans will tell you 
they deserved at least one of those, too. They 
came close in 2004 (13-0), and in 1983 when 
they had the best record in the country, and in 
1993 (11-0, but on probation). 


The Vols struggled in the early part of the past 
quarter century, but came on strong in the late 
1980s and capped it by winning a national cham- 
pionship in 1998. Tennessee has won five confer- 
ence championships and played in 22 bowls dur- 


Photos clockwise from top: Alabama Sugar Bow! 1993 
{ALLSPORT); Bo Jackson, Heisman Trophy recipient 
1985 (Auburn University); Herschel Walker 1982 (Icon 
SMI); Bear Bryant and Pat Dye (R.D Moore), 1981; 
Auburn Tigers vs. Florida Gators, 1985 (Focus On Sport) 
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ing this span. It certainly has helped that 
Tennessee has had only two football coach- 
es over the past 25 years. 


UNFORGETTABLE 


The Crimson Tide didn’t beat anybody badly, 
that is until they got a chance to play the unde- 
feated and heavily favored Miami Hurricanes in 
the Sugar Bowl for the national championship. 
The Tide belted the ‘Canes 34-13. Quarterback 
Jay Barker and defensive ends John Copeland 
and Eric Curry were the backbones of this team. 


The Gators were an offensive juggernaut that 
ripped through the regular season behind the 
steady play of quarterback Danny Wuerffel and 
the explosive talents of Ike Hilliard, Jacquez 
Green and Reidel Anthony. They were tripped up 
24-21 in the final game against Florida State, 
but bounced back and ripped Alabama by 15 in 
the SEC Championship Game and then won the 
national championship AND got revenge on the 
‘Noles with a 52-20 victory in the Sugar Bowl. 


Tee Martin, Travis Henry, Peerless Price, Cedrick 
Wilson and company was a team on a mission 
throughout the 1998 season. The Vols also were 
a team of destiny. The survived the regular sea- 
son undefeated thanks to a miracle comeback 
against Arkansas - they had trailed 21-10 at the 
half and 24-22 with 1:43 remaining. They beat 
Mississippi State in the SEC Championship Game 
and then met Florida State in the BCS title game 
(Fiesta Bowl). The Vols won it 23-16. 


The Tigers enjoyed a tremendous season, going 
12-1 and beating Georgia 34-13 in the SEC title 


TEAMS « 1982-2005 


game, and then beating Oklahoma 21-14 in the 
Sugar Bowl to win a share of the national cham- 
pionship. They earned the BCS title, but fin- 
ished second in the AP poll behind USC. 


Arguably the best team in Auburn history, 
Tommy Tuberville’s Tigers ran the table, but 
were locked out of the BCS championship game 
when Oklahoma and USC were also undefeated. 


The Gators enjoyed a 12-1 season (losing only 
in the Fiesta Bowl), and finished second in the 
AP poll, setting the stage for winning the title 
the following season. 


A loss to Texas in the second game was the 
only blot on an 11-1 season that ended with a 
Sugar Bowl victory over Michigan. 


The Gators finished the regular season at 
9-1-1 with a 5-0-1 SEC mark, but the SEC title 
was later vacated due to probation. 


Tennessee was 10-1 in the ‘95 season, but that 
one loss was to Florida (sigh) and it cost the 
Vols a chance to play for the SEC title. 


A 10-2 record and a con- 
vincing Orange Bowl vic- 
tory brought the cur- 

tain down on the Steve 
Spurrier era. 


In Mark Richt’'s sec- 
ond season, the 
Bulldogs won the 
SEC title and defeat- 
ed Florida State in 
the Sugar Bowl. 


25-YEAR STANDINGS 


SEC 
W-L-T PET. 


133-42-1 759 
126-47-3 124 
115-58-4 661 
110-64-2 -631 
106-69-1 -605 
96-76-4 -545 
50-60-2 -455 
74-102-0 -420 
43-68-1 388 
55-120-1 315 
45-131-0 -256 
30-145-1 -173 


TEAM 
Florida 


Tennessee 
Aubum 
Georgia 
Alabama 
LSU 
Arkansas* 
Ole Miss 
South Carolina* 
Miss. State 
Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 


ALL CONF. 
W-L-T TITLES 


205-74-4 
215-72-5 
203-79-5 
198-86-5 
189-102-1 
173-106-5 
86-77-2 
148-126-3 
73-86-1 
116-152-2 
105-163-3 
77-189-1 


MAJOR ALL 
BOWLS BOWLS 


20 
22 
18 
20 
18 


ies) 
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* Records from 1992 when they joined the conference 
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“12. GEORGIA | 1982 

Vince Dooley's Bulldogs won their third consecu- 
tive SEC championship, but missed the national 
title by losing to Penn State in the Sugar Bowl in 
one of the great pre-BCS showdowns ever. 


13. GEORGIA | 1983 

Bulldogs just missed a fourth straight SEC title 
and capped it with a Cotton Bowl win over Texas. 
14. TENNESSEE | 1985 

The Vols took an 8-1-2 record into the Sugar 
Bowl against the powerful Miami Hurricanes 
and stunned the nation with a 35-7 win. 

15, AUBURN | 1993 

Terry Bowden's first team was ineligible for a 
bowl game, so the Tigers went 11-0 and pro- 
claimed themselves national champs. 

16. FLORIDA | 1997 

Spurrier's Gators went 9-2 in the regular sea- 
son, but made up for two disappointing losses 
by beating Penn State in the the Citrus Bowl. 
17. TENNESSEE | 2001 

Vols were upset by LSU in the SEC title game, but 
took it out on Michigan 45-17 in Citrus Bowl. 
18. FLORIDA | 1985 

In Galen Hall's first full season, the Gators 
went 9-1-1 and sat at home in the bowl season 
due to probation. 

19. LSU | 1987 

The Tigers finished the regular season 9-1-1 
and a half a game behind Auburn, but drilled 
South Carolina in the Gator Bowl. 


20. TENNESSEE | 1989 
Johnny Majors-led team finished 11-1 after 
beating Arkansas in the Cotton Bowl. 


MEMORABLE 
STREAKS 


LONGEST WINNING STREAKS 
Alabama, 28 (1991-93) 
Auburn, 20 (1993-94) 
Auburn, 15 (2003-04) 


LONGEST HOME 
WINNING STREAKS* 


1. Florida, 30 games 
(1994-99) 


2. Florida, 23 games 
(1990-93) 


3. Tennessee, 23 games 
(1996-2000) 


Steve Spurrier and 
Danny Wuerffel 
(Getty Im 


* Alabama’s streak of 57 consecutive 
wins at Bryant-Denny Stadium extended 
from 1963 through nine games of the 
1982 season; Georgia had a 24-game 
streak that ran from 1980 through the 
ninth game of the 1983 season. 


LONGEST LOSING STREAKS 

1. South Carolina, 21 games (1998-99) 

2. Vanderbilt, 11 games (1997-98) 

3. Vanderbilt, 10 games (1989-90; 1990-91) 


UNFORGETTABLE 


COACHES « 1982-2005 


1. PAUL “BEAR” BRYANT ALABAMA | 1982 
Bryant only makes the list because he coached 
his final season in 1982. He didn’t have a par- 
ticularly unforgettable season, but his record 
in that one season is not important. Bryant 
was simply the most unforgettable coach ever 
in the SEC. 


2. STEVE SPURRIER FLORIDA | 1990-2001; 
SOUTH CAROLINA | 2005-CURRENT 

No coach was ever hated more by opposing 
teams’ fans than the Ol’ Ball Coach. Spurrier 
had an arrogance about him that was palpable, 
but it was an arrogance that came out of con- 
fidence, perhaps more in himself than his 
teams. He dominated the SEC — and particu- 
larly his biggest rival, the Tennessee Vols — 
throughout the 1990s. He won a national 
championship in 1996. 


3. PAT DYE AUBURN | 1982-1992 

Dye’s Auburn teams were dominant in the 1980s. 
His 1983 team lost the second game of the season 
at Texas, but then reeled off 10 consecutive wins, 
capped with a Sugar Bowl win over Michigan. 
Auburn's 11-1 record was tied for the best in the 
country, but was compiled against a schedule that 
was rated the toughest in the country. 
Unfortunately, Dye’s career ended with two bad 
seasons and he left the Tigers on probation. 


4, PHILLIP FULIVIER TENNESSEE | 1992-CURRENT 
The Tennessee coach won the national champi- 
onship in 1998. 


5. TOMMY TUBERWILLE OLE MISS | 1995-1998; 
AUBURN | 1955-CURRENT 

A coach who made the Rebels respectable and 

then made Auburn one of the premier pro- 

grams in the nation. 


6. VINCE DOOLEY GEORGIA | 1982-1988 
Dooley won a national championship to open 
the 1980s and kept the Bulldogs challenging 


‘until he retired following the 1988 season. 


7. GENE STALLINGS ALABAMA | 1990-1996 
A reincarnation of Bear Bryant in Alabama 
after winning the 1992 national championship. 
8. JOHNNY MAJORS TENNESSEE | 1982-1992 
A legendary coach was forced out before he 
wanted to go despite winning 115 games. 
9. JACKIE SHERRILL 

MISSISSIPPI STATE | 1991-2003 
Was not known for winning, but for shaking 
things up. He will always be remembered for 
castrating a bull on the practice field. 
10. NICK SABAN LSU | 2000-2004 
Won a national championship then cashed in by 
jumping ship and grabbing an NFL contract. 


UNFORGETTABLE 
PLAYERS 


1, HERSCHEL WALKER RB | GEORGIA 


It is a tossup as to just who is the best back to ever 
run the football in the SEC, but if you take Herschel 
Walker, you can’t go wrong. Walker compiled 5,259 
yards rushing and 49 touchdowns in 33 games. 


2. BO JACKSON RB | AUBURN 
It is a tossup as to just who is the best back to 


ever run the football in the SEC, but if you take 
Bo Jackson, you can’t go wrong. Jackson com- 
piled 4,303 yards rushing and 43 touchdowns 
in 38 games. 

3. DANNY WUERFFEL QB | FLORIDA 

The Gators’ leader, Wuerffel had a spectacular 
career, leading the Gators to four consecutive 
SEC championships and the national champi- 
onship his senior season. He threw for 10,875 
yards and 114 touchdowns, easily the SEC record. 
4. PEYTON MANNING QB | TENNESSEE 
Manning is one of the best quarterbacks to 
ever play in the SEC and certainly the best who 
never won any championships. Manning threw 
for 11,201 yards and 89 touchdowns. 


§. DAVID GREENE QB | GEORGIA 
Directed the most wins ever by an SEC 
quarterback. 


6. ANTONIO LANGHAM DB | ALABAMA 
Great DB, but his signing of a cocktail napkin 
started Alabama’s NCAA slide. 


7. CARNELL WILLIAMS RB | AUBURN 
Oft-injured running back was a great one; scored 
six TDs in 2003 game against Mississippi State. 


8. DAVID POLLACK DE | GEORGIA 
Perhaps the best Bulldog defensive end ever, and 
that includes a long line of great defensive ends. 


9. SHAUN ALEXANDER RB | ALABAMA 
A great running back, an even better 
human being. 


10. ELI MANNING QB | OLE MISS 
Overshadowed by older brother, but just as good. 
11. EMMITT SMITH RB | FLORIDA 

Became a pretty fair NFL performer. 

12. CORNELIUS BENNETT LB | ALABAMA 


Outstanding linebacker, remembered for one mem- 
orable tackle of Notre Dame QB. 


13. DERRICK ABNEY KR | KENTUCKY 
The greatest return man in SEC history. 


14. KEVIN FAULK RB | LSU 

His 46 career TDs are second only to 
Herschel Walker. 

15. KEVIN BUTLER PK | GEORGIA 

Only SEC player to kick field goals of 59 and 
60 yards. 

16. WILBUR MARSHALL LB | FLORIDA 

Two-time All-American who went on to a great 
pro career. 

17. DUECE MCALLISTER RB | OLE MISS 

The best running back ever to play at Ole Miss. 
18. FRED SMOOT DB | MISSISSIPPI STATE 

Set all-time SEC record for talking smack. 

19. DALTON HILLIARD RB | LSU 

Proved big things do come in small packages. 
20. CHUCKY MULLINS LB | OLE MISS 
Linebacker was paralyzed in a 1989 game against 
Vanderbilt and died two years later. The Chucky 
Mullins Courage Award is now the highest honor 


for an Ole Miss player. Mullins’ number 38 is 
awarded every season to a deserving senior. 


UNFORGETTABLE GAMES 


1. AUBURN 30 | ALABAMA 20 ON DEC, 2, 1989 
Undefeated Alabama was ranked No. 2 in the 
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nation when they had to make their first trip into 
Jordan-Hare Stadium in Aubum. The atmosphere 
was electric as the Tigers upset Alabama to end the 
Crimson Tide's dream of an undefeated season. 


ON OCT. 15, 1994 
The Florida Gators were 5-0 and ranked No. 1 in 
the nation. The Auburn Tigers came into The 
Swamp with a 17-game winning streak but 
were on probation. A Patrick Nix pass to Frank 
Sanders for eight yards and a touchdown with 
30 seconds left gave Auburn a 36-33 upset. 


ON DEC. 31, 1998 
The Rebels were reeling after Tommy Tuberville 
announced he was leaving to go to Auburn the 
day after the Rebels lost the Egg Bowl 28-6 to 
Mississippi State, their third consecutive loss. 
David Cutcliffe was named head coach before 
the bowl game and he pulled the team togeth- 
er and posted a big bowl victory. 


ON JAN. 2, 1997 
(Sugar Bowl): Seminoles had beaten the Gators 
in the final game of the season, but Florida 
came back and won the rematch to win the 
national championship. 


ON JAN. 1, 1986 
(Sugar Bowl): Tennessee was 8-1-2 going into 
the Sugar Bowl as a heavy underdog to the 
Hurricanes, but Tennessee was in control from 
the opening kick to the final gun. 


ON OCT. 23, 2004 
Sylvester Croom’s first SEC win, and the first by 
a black head football coach in SEC history, cost 
Florida coach Ron Zook his job. 


ON OCT. 4, 1997 
Wildcats beat Alabama for the first time since 1922. 


ON NOV. 13, 1999 
Arkansas knocks off No. 2 and defending nation- 
al champion Tennessee Vols on way to 8-4 record. 


ON NOV. 19, 2005 
Jay Cutler led Commodores to first victory over 
Tennessee in 23 years. 


ON SEPT. 17, 1994 
Auburn trailed 23-9 with just over 12 minutes 
to play, but returned three fourth-quarter 
interceptions for TDs to win the game. 


UNFORGETTABLE 
MOMENTS 


With Alabama leading 
heavily-favored Miami 27-13 in the Sugar Bowl, 
Hurricane quarterback Gino Torretta hit Lamar 
Thomas streaking down the sideline for an appar- 
ent touchdown. But seemingly from out of 
nowhere, Tide defensive back George Teague 
chased Thomas down and — from behind — 
stripped the ball away. The play took the final 
hope away from the ‘Canes. Alabama won the 
game 34-13 to end Miami's 29-game winning 
streak and win the national championship. 

Kentucky led LSU 30-27 
with two seconds to play. LSU had the ball on 
its own 25-yard line. On the final play, Marcus 
Randall heaved a desperation pass as fireworks 
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exploded on the scoreboard and Kentucky fans 
flooded the field and started to take down a 
goal post. Meanwhile, 60 yards down the field, 
Devery Henderson grabbed a deflected pass and 
scampered into the end zone for a 75-yard 
touchdown and a stunning 33-30 victory. 


With undefeated Aubum 
leading a 2-2 LSU team 6-0 late in the game in 
Baton Rouge, Tommy Hodson hit Eddie Fuller with 
a game-winning TD pass on fourth-and-9 with 
under two minutes left. The crowd reaction was so 
loud, it registered on the Richter Scale in the 
Geology Department on the LSU campus. 


With Auburn leading 
Alabama 23-22 on national television, Alabama 
faced a third-and-19 on its own 11-yard line with 
37 seconds to play and no timeouts. Mike Shula 
hit one pass, and the Tide shocked the Tigers 
with a 20-yard gain on a fourth-and-4 reverse. 
Shula then hit Greg Richardson, who barely got 
out of bounds to stop the clock at the Auburn 35. 
Van Tiffin hustled onto the field and kicked a 
game-winning 52-yard field goal as time expired. 


Undefeated Arkansas 
had undefeated Tennessee beaten and was in the 
process of running out the clock when Arkansas 
quarterback Clint Stoemer stumbled coming out 
from under center. When he tried to steady him- 
self by putting his hand on the ground, unfor- 
tunately he used the hand that held the football 
(but not for long). He fumbled and Tennessee's 
Billy Ratliff recovered at the 43-yard line with 
1:43 remaining. Travis Henry carried five 
straight times and scored to win the game with 
28 seconds remaining. The Vols eventually won 
the national championship. 


Georgia was 3-5 and 
Aubum was 7-2 and vying for an SEC champi- 
onship. Auburn led 28-7 late in the first half, but 
with 1:07 left Georgia took over on its own 18 
trailing by seven. Mike Bobo hit five consecutive 
passes before being sacked as time was running 
down. On the final play of the game, on third- 
and-18, Bobo hit Corey Allen for a 30-yard touch- 
down. Hap Hines’ extra point tied the game and 
sent it into overtime. They played on and on with 
Georgia finally stopping Auburn in the fourth 
overtime period and taking a wild 56-49 victory. 


LSU led Arkansas 
20-14 in Little Rock with 34 seconds remaining, 
but Arkansas got the ball back at its 19-yard 
line. Quarterback Matt Jones completed a 50- 
yard pass to Richard Smith, and with nine sec- 
onds left, Jones hit Decory Birmingham with a 
31-yard touchdown to beat LSU. The win gave 
Arkansas the SEC West title. 


Georgia was 9-1 and had 
a chance to win the SEC East with a win over 
Aubum, a team with a 7-3 record and a chance to 
win the SEC West. Auburn held a 21-17 lead and 
had Georgia facing a fourth-and-15 at the Aubum 
20-yard line with 1:24 to play. Georgia freshman 
quarterback David Greene heaved a desperation 
pass to the back of the Auburn end zone where 
Michael Johnson, who had already caught 12 
passes for 119 yards, leaped high and made the 
miraculous catch for a 24-21 Georgia victory. 


Florida led Auburn 7-3 
and appeared set to take its seventh consecutive 
win of the season after a season-opening loss. 


Aubum was 5-2 with only losses to Tennessee and 
Florida State, but the Tigers faced fourth-and-11 at 
the Florida 25 with just 45 seconds to play. Aubum 
quarterback Reggie Slack dropped back and found 
Shane Wasden all alone in the end zone for a 25- 
yard touchdown pass to give Aubum a 10-7 victory. 


Alabama and Florida 
were tied at 21 with 3:16 to play in the first 
SEC Championship Game. Florida had a first 
down at its 21 when Shane Matthews attempt- 
ed a pass. Alabama's Antonio Langham stepped 
in front of the receiver, intercepted the pass, 
and returned it 27 yards for the game-winning 
touchdown in Alabama's 28-21 victory. The 
Tide went on to defeat Miami in the Sugar Bowl 
to win the national championship. 


LINDY’S SEC TEAM OF 
THE PAST 25 YEARS 


OFFENSE FIRST TEAM 

QB Danny Wuerffel, Florida 
Bo Jackson, Auburn 
Herschel Walker, Georgia 
Wendell Davis, LSU 
Carl Pickens, Tennessee 
James Whalen, Kentucky 
Lomas Brown, Florida 
Ed King, Auburn 

| Chris Samuels, Alabama 

Matt Stinchcomb, Georgia 
Alan Faneca, LSU 
Kevin Butler, Georgia 
Derek Abney, Kentucky 


DEFENSE FIRST TEAM 
David Pollack, Georgia 
John Copeland, Alabama 
Reggie White, Tennessee 
Tracy Rocker, Auburn 
Cornelius Bennett, Alabama 
Wilber Marshall, Florida 
Derrick Thomas, Alabama 
Champ Bailey, Georgia 
Terry Hoage, Georgia 
Antonio Langham, Alabama 
Louis Oliver, Florida 
Jim Arnold, Vanderbilt 


OFFENSE SECOND TEAM 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 
Emmitt Smith, Florida 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 
Josh Reed, LSU 
Jabar Gaffney, Florida 
David LeFleur, LSU 
Willie Anderson, Auburn 
Bruce Wilkerson, Tennessee 
Kevin Mawae, LSU 
Jeff Zimmerman, Florida 
Ben Wilkerson, LSU 
Billy Bennett, Georgia 
Tony James, Mississippi State 


DEFENSE SECOND TEAM 
John Henderson, Tennessee 
Alex Brown, Florida 
Richard Seymour, Georgia 
Freddie Joe Nunn, Ole Miss 
Jamie Duncan, Vanderbilt 
Takeo Spikes, Auburn 
Leonard Little, Tennessee 
Walt Harnis, Mississippi State 
Carlos Rogers, Auburn 
Lawrence Wright, Florida 
Jason Allen, Tennessee 
Bill Smith, Ole Miss 
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AMID CHAOS, 
TIGERS GAVE 
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hye 


af B THEIR FANS 
‘Sone Ano a@ Mf A REASON TO 
Rivas AWAY eS FEEL GOOD 


DEAR GOD, 
LET ME SEE MY | By Dave Moormann 


Time gives us perspective, allows us to understand what has happened. 
Tits & aR § ? LAY 2 : But there hasn't been enough time to go around in Louisiana. 

‘ Hurricanes Katrina and Rita remain all too fresh in the minds of 
those throughout south Louisiana. We're picking up the pieces of our 
lives, both literally and figuratively. 

Rubble still dots the landscape, from the tip of the southeastern 
coast well past Lake Ponchartrain, whose overflowing waters wreaked 
havoc upon Slidell to the north and overwhelmed the levee system of 
the New Orleans area to the south. 

But we try to forge ahead. Along the way, we look for answers, for 
guidance, for anything that will help us better accept such a cruel fate. 
In a state passionate about football — in a region of the country 
that is fanatical about it — it’s only natural that the eyes of the pub- 
lic turn to the fortunes of LSU. The culture is steeped in Tiger pride 

with its roots more than a century old. 

Tradition is a way of life in south Louisiana, and when Katrina blew it 
all to hell last year, people needed something familiar upon which to hold. 

The Tigers provided that, and more, with an 11-2 record and a life- 
time of memorable performances. They won twice in overtime and 
again on a late-game fourth-down touchdown pass. 

They finished fifth in the nation and were later joined in the top 5 
by the men’s and women’s basketball teams. Only North Carolina had 


a 


“A man lying down on a cot asked me to come see 
him,” Martin wrote in part. “He said, ‘I just needed 


someone to talk to, to tell my story, because | have ever managed such a feat. 

nobody and nothing left. Fun and good fortune, at least in athletics, finally seemed to smile 
Below: LSU's Pete Maravich Assembly Center transformed ee Poulson skas all its heartache and woe. Nothing came easy, F 

from a basketball complex to the largest triage unit in United though, particularly for a football team whose on-field production at 
States history. times was the least of its concerns. 


Katrina blew through five days before the scheduled season opener 
of Sept. 3, 2005. Suddenly, LSU’s Pete Maravich Assembly Center was 
transformed from a basketball complex into the largest triage unit in 
United States history. The nearby Carl Maddox Field House, with its 
indoor track, became a shelter for evacuees, injured and otherwise. 

Anyone who could offer assistance did, from the basketball players, 
who would later launch their Final Four runs in the PMAC, to the 
football players, whose attention turned from playing North Texas to 
providing care for people clinging to life and hope. 

Those in the sports information office made copies of disaster relief 
forms to be distributed to Katrina survivors. Bill Martin, a student 
assistant, felt like so many others in wanting to contribute more. And 
so Martin spent from 8 p.m. the day after the storm, until 2:45 a.m. 
the next morning, doing whatever he could to bring some measure of 
calm into a world of calamity. 
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When he returned home, with the horror of the episode contin- 
ually running through his mind, Martin typed out his thoughts 
and e-mailed them to 12 former co-workers. He did so not only to 
let them know of his safety but to give them a sense of something 
that to this day is almost beyond belief. 

Martin's words weren't meant to garner intemational attention, but 
that’s just what happened. Not only did the United States media take 
note, but so did the BBC of London — and with good reason. The imme- 
diacy of his writing is both gripping and chilling in its raw emotion. 

The tranquility of Martin's college life suddenly had been shattered 
by the presence of so many FEMA officials, U.S. Marshals, National 
Guardsmen and survivors being transported by Black Hawk helicopters 
and buses. Inside the PMAC, the situation was far more grave. 

“A man lying down on a cot asked me to come see him,” Martin 
wrote in part. “He said, ‘I just needed someone to talk to, to tell 
my story, because I have nobody and nothing left: 

“He turned out to be a retired military veteran. His story was 
what everybody was saying. He thought he survived the worst, 
woke up this morning and the levees broke. Within minutes, water 
rushed into his house. He climbed to the attic, smashed his way 
through the roof and sat there for hours. He was completely sun- 
burned and exhausted. Nearly 12 hours later a chopper rescued 
him, and here he was. 

“We finished the night hauling boxes of body bags, and more 
were on the way. As we left, a man was strolled in on a stretcher 
and scarily enough he suffered gunshot (wounds). The paramedic 
said he was shot several times because a looter, or a convict, need- 
ed his boat and he wouldn't give it to him. Another man with him 
said it was ‘an uncivilized society no better than Iraq down there 
right now: A few minutes later, he was unconscious and later pro- 
nounced dead. I then left as they were strolling a 3-year-old kid in 
on a stretcher. I couldn't take it anymore. 

“That was the scene at the PMAC, and it gives me a new per- 
spective on things. For those of you who I haven't been able to 
get in touch with because of phone services, I pray you are safe. 
Send me an e-mail to let me know. God bless.” 

This went on for weeks and forced what was now LSU's season 
opener against Arizona State to be moved from Tiger Stadium to 
Tempe, Ariz. The players, under the direction of first-year coach Les 
Miles, came away with a ridiculously dramatic and even cathartic 
35-31 victory. 

“Not taking anything from the other guys, but we just had it in 
our heart that we were ready,” said quarterback JaMarcus Russell, 
who at one point had 23 people sleeping in his apartment. “At 
practice you could really tell, see the look on those guys’ faces 
what they were going through away from practice. 

“You can tell when someone is down.” 

After a much-needed open date, Tennessee was set to visit. Before 
the Volunteers ever arrived, the unimaginable happened again. 

Less than four weeks after Katrina, another hurricane came crashing 
into the coast. This time it was Rita that battered the southwestern 
part of the state, thrashing Lake Charles and nearly wiping out 
Cameron, whose 1,900 residents fled to safety. Thousands of livestock 
died. Deadly salt from the Gulf of Mexico ruined untold acres of farm 
and pasture land. Every campsite at Holly Beach was destroyed. 

Those who grow rice and other commodities worry they won't be 
able to do so again for years, further crippling a poor state facing 
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It’s so overstated 
that teams are 
“on a mission,” but 
these Tigers truly 
were playing for 
the entire region. 


“Not taking anything 
from the other guys, 
but we just had it in our 
hearts that we were 
ready,” said quarter- 
back JaMarcus Russell 
of the 35-31 victory 
against Arizona State. 
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increased financial hardship. The seafood industry was sent 
reeling by the crippling hurricanes, as was the tourism busi- 
ness, particularly in hard-hit New Orleans. 

Overnight, Baton Rouge went from being not only the state's 
capital city but also its largest one. Some projections showed the 
metropolitan area as gaining 200,000 new residents, nearly dou- 
bling the population. The snarled traffic indicative of a major 
city has since eased, although it remains a daily headache. 

Housing prices have soared, and there’s not an available 
apartment to be found. Hotels now have vacancies, but that 
wasn’t the case for months, particularly when Tennessee had to 
fly into Baton Rouge on game day. 

FEMA trailer parks have popped up in the most unusual of 
locales throughout Louisiana, taxing the already frayed nerves 
of both residents and their unwitting neighbors. 

All the while, LSU football offered a source of excitement — 
a diversion from the daily challenges that had been heaped 
upon everyone in the southern part of the state. The Tigers’ 
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following, legendary for its rabid nature, became even more 
supportive — willing the team to almost unbelievable plays 
and positive outcomes. 

It’s so overstated that teams are “on a mission,” but these 
Tigers truly were playing for the entire region. They didn’t win 
all of their games, but almost. They continually came through 
in the clutch, with their only defeats coming in the surrealistic 
Monday night game against Tennessee when the Tigers led 21-0 
at halftime before losing their edge and a 30-27 decision, and 
then 34-14 to Georgia in the SEC Championship Game. 

They bounced back by letting it all out in the Peach Bowl — 
a 40-3 domination of Miami, ending 2005 the right way. 

That was something to put a smile on fans’ faces in the 
offseason. 

The hurricanes’ impact has been an economic and social catas- 
trophe unlike anything since the Civil War. The outpouring of 
worldwide assistance truly has been appreciated, despite the fact 
that state and federal officials continue to bicker about money. 

Ubiquitous “Now Hiring” signs indicate that dependable work- 
ers in service-oriented jobs are hard to find. Numerous restau- 
rants and stores have had to shorten their hours of operation. 

Life goes on, but it is more of a chore than ever before. 

A state struggling to regain its feet needs LSU football — and 
anything else that might give people reason to stand and cheer. 
And the Tigers were there when their fans needed them most. = 


— Dave Moormann is a freelance writer based in Baton Rouge. 
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“This is a book about 

PAINTINGS FROM THE CLASSIC vears artecion reco ey DANIEL A. Moots football. Not just any kind of 

football—but about the kind that is 

played in the state of Alabama. 

| RON BOWL, 7/ Ye This is a book about the forty-one 

] CHL years of the Classi Iron Bowl at 

Legion Field, presented for the ferst 

9 KEITH JACKSON time in watercolor by the remark- 
able artist Daniel A. Moore.” 

—Keith Jackson 
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ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE ALABAMA CRIMSON 


AT A GLANCE 


10-2 overall, 6-2 SEC (3rd, West) 


Mike Shula - At Alabama and overall: 
' 20-18, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
14; 9 offense, 4 defense, place-kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Kenneth Darby, WR D.J. Hall, 
_ DL Wallace Gilberry, LB Juwan Simpson, 
CB Simeon Castille, CB Ramzee Robinson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Other than quarterback, the offense 
returns almost intact from last year. 
Tailback is very deep, with Darby backed 
up by Jimmy Johns, Glen Coffee and Roy 
Upchurch. The biggest advantage on both 
sides of the ball is three years in the sys- 
) tem for everyone. 


~ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


For the first time under Shula, someone 
other than Brodie Croyle will be the start- 
ing quarterback. The defense has to 
replace a very strong linebacker corps led 
by DeMeco Ryans, and must find a rush 
end to replace Mark Anderson. 


QB Brodie Croyle, C J.B. Closner, 
LB DeMeco Ryans, SS Charlie Peprah, 
FS Roman Harper. 


Alabama's schedule is tougher than last 
year, with road games at Arkansas, 
Florida, Tennessee and LSU. But seven 
of the eight home games are winnable 
(Auburn at home looks like a toss-up), 
and if the defense plays anywhere close 
to last year’s level, the Tide should be in 
position to get close to 10 wins again. 
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Shula Showed He Can Rebuild; Can He Reload? 


Is ‘Bama back for good? 

It took head coach Mike Shula just 
three seasons to get Alabama out of the 
wasteland of NCAA sanctions and proba- 
tion and back among the nation’s elite. 

The Tide had a 10-win season (the 
school’s 28th, an NCAA record), land- 
ed in a New Years Day bowl (the 
Cotton) and ended with a final AP 
ranking of No. 8. 

But the bane of all college football 
coaches is that there is always rebuilding 
to do. Alabama lost seven starters off a 
defense that ranked second in the nation. 
Quarterback Brodie Croyle must be 
replaced. 

“We need to pick up where we left 
off,” Shula said. “We don’t want it to 
be, “This is a rebuilding year.’ We've got 
to build on last year. The expectations 
are always the same: to compete for 
championships.” 

The old saying is “defense wins cham- 
pionships,” and if that’s true, then 
Alabama should be in good shape ... 
never mind all those personnel losses. 

Alabama ranked in the top seven in 
four major categories (scoring, rushing, 
passing and total defense), and enough 
experienced players return to make the 
transition relatively smooth. 

Offense, on the other hand, continues 
to be the question mark. 

Alabama led _ the 


Conference in time of possession and had 


Southeastern 


big-play ability, with eight touchdowns of 
36 yards or more. But red zone efficiency 
(18 touchdowns on 41 possessions inside 


the 20-yard line) was far from ideal. 

After averaging almost 30 points 
through the first five games of the season, 
that number was cut almost in half, to 
just over an average of 16 points, in the 
final seven contests. 

“After watching our tapes from last 
fall, I believe we're doing exactly what 
we need to do to be effective in this con- 
ference,” said offensive coordinator 
Dave Rader. 

“We were one of the best teams in the 
conference in making big plays. I don’t 
want us to give up being No. 1 in time of 
possession. We were very good in not 
turning the ball over, and we don’t want 
to give that up. That is the make-up of 
our team. 

“If there are any changes in our 
offense this year, it will come down to 
what we do in ‘plus’ (inside the 20-yard 
line) territory. It comes down to scoring 


more points.” 


OFFENSE 


Nine starters from Alabama’s 13-10 
Cotton Bowl victory over Texas Tech 
return — four offensive linemen, both 
wide receivers, the tight end, fullback and 
tailback. 

That’s nice, but the loss of the most 
prolific passer in school history, Brodie 
Croyle, and questions about the health 
of multi-talented Tyrone Prothro (bro- 
ken leg) seem to overshadow every- 
thing else. 

Sophomore John Parker Wilson is 


expected to start at quarterback. He 
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played in five games last year, completing 
7 of 11 passes for 98 yards and two 
touchdowns with no interceptions. 

He's more mobile than Croyle, and in 
high school set an Alabama state record 
for passing yards (3,821) and touch- 
downs (40) while leading Hoover High to 
the 6A state championship. 

“The biggest thing he has got to do 
as a quarterback?” Shula said. “He 
doesn't have to make great throws all 
the time, but he’s got to make great 
decisions.” 

The prognosis for Prothro, who 
ranked third on the team in total offense 
(691 all-purpose yards) despite playing 
in only five games, is up in the air. He 
suffered a broken leg in the fifth game of 
the Florida, and 


season, against 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 142.5 ypg rushing (6th in SEC/66th in NCAA); 216.4 ypg passing (7th/71st), 358.9 ypg total offense (7th/74th); 21.9 ppg (Gth/80th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB John Parker Wilson So. 
RB Kenneth Darby* Sr. 
FB __Le'Ron McClain* Sr. 


WR DJ. Hall* Jr 
WR Keith Brown* Jr. 
TE — Nick Walker* So. 
LT Chris Capps* Jr. 
LG Marlon Davis So. 
€ Antoine Caldwell* So. 
RG BJ. Stabler* So. 
RT Kyle Tatum* Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Steps in for Brodie Croyle; more mobile, but less experience. Marc Guillon, Sr. 
SEC second-leading rusher last year. 
Shares time with Tim Castille (team-high seven TDs in 05). Tim Castille, Sr. 
MVP of spring game with seven catches for 136 yards. Nikita Stover, So. 
Stepped in as big-play receiver after injury to Prothro. Matt Caddell, Jr. 
Talented receiver who can also move outside. 

Did not allow a sack in Cotton Bowl vs. Texas Tech. 
Comes in as least-experienced lineman among starters. Justin Moon, Jr. 
All-SEC freshman at guard who moves to center. 


Jimmy Johns, So. 


Travis McCall, So. 
Mike Johnson, Fr. 


Evan Cardwell, Fr. 


Nine-game starter in ‘05, third-team freshman All-American. Scott Deaton, Fr. 
Two-year starter, team-high 814 snaps last year. 


Drew Davis, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 93.5 ypg rushing (3rd SEC/7th NCAA); 154.8 ypg passing (1st/Sth); 248.4 ypg total defense (1st/2nd); 10.7 ppg (1st/2nd) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Wallace Gilberry* Jr. Solid tackler who had 6.5 sacks two years ago. Chris Harris, Sr. 

DT Jeremy Clark* Sr. __ Eight game starter; two sacks, two OB pressures. Lorenzo Washington, Fr. 
DT Dominic Lee Sr. Talented, but needs to be consistent. J.P. Adams, Sr. 

DE  BobbyGreenwood So. — Needs to be a consistent pass-rusher. Keith Saunders, Jr. 

LB Juwan Simpson* Sr. __ Returning starter coming off breakout season. Demarcus Waldrop, Jr. 
LB Matt Collins Jr. Coming back from knee injury; best against the run. Prince Hall, Fr. 

LB Terrence Jones Sr. Steps in for Ryans and ‘Bama might not miss a beat. — Zach Schreiber, Fr. 

CB Simeon Castille Jr. Has well-deserved reputation for making big plays. Eric Gray, Jr. 


CB Ramzee Robinson* _ Sr. 


SS Marcus Carter dr. 
FS Jeffrey Dukes Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Alabama’s offense plummeted. 

With only a slim chance Prothro could 
be back this fall, Alabama has to find 
other playmakers to open up the inside 
game of tailback Kenneth Darby, who 
was second in the SEC in rushing last sea- 
son with 1,161 yards. 

Tailback is one of the team’s deepest 
positions. 

Behind Darby is sophomore Glen 
Coffee, who played in every game as a 
true freshman and had 178 yards rushing. 
There’s also sophomore Jimmy Johns, a 
converted quarterback who has impressed 
coaches with his running ability. 

After that, there is Roy Upchurch, a 
highly recruited back from Florida who is 
expected to be healthy after surgery last 
fall, and Ali Sharrief, a small speed back 


Veteran expected to anchor secondary. 
Gets first chance to start after limited time last year. 
Expected to be quarterback of the defensive unit. 


Chris Rogers, Fr. 
Rashad Johnson, So. 
Sam Burnthall, Fr. 


who redshirted last year. 

Also, the Tide re-signed highly 
recruited back Mike Ford, who set a 
Florida prep record with 2,837 yards 
rushing and 27 touchdowns as a senior. 
He spent last year at Hargrave Military 
Academy and will work toward becom- 
ing eligible this fall. 

At receiver, juniors D.J. Hall and 
Keith Brown need to make the big plays 
Prothro made a year ago. Hall and Brown 
combined for more than 1,200 yards 
receiving and nine touchdowns last year. 
Junior college signee Nikita Stover should 
push for time. 

“The main thing is to be more physi- 
cal,” Rader said. “Not only should we be 
more physical this year, we have to be. We 
just have to be.” 
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CRIMSON TIDE RECRUITING 2006 


Andre Smith, OL 

Smith is one of the most dominant offensive line prospects of the last 
decade and is the type of rare prospect that will be able to step in and 
play in the SEC from the moment he steps on campus. If things go as 
planned, Smith, who chose the Tide ahead of every school in the 
country, will enjoy a stellar career in Tuscaloosa. 


Nikita Stover, WR 

Alabama gets Stover, who signed as part of the class of 2004, back 
this year and he gives the Crimson Tide offense another big play 
threat. Stover was very highly-regarded coming out of high school 
before failing to qualify academically and heading off to junior college. 


Terry Grant, RB 

Alabama needed a big-play threat at running back and Grant, 
Mississippi's Mr. Football, certainly is that. What sets Grant apart is 
his speed and ability to take it the distance each and every time he 
touches the football. Expect Grant to add an explosive element to the 
Crimson Tide backfield in the coming seasons. 
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Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown Scnoot 


ALEXANDER, Earl ATH 6-4,200 ooe@o Phenix City, AL Central 
Rivals.com’s No. 98 overall recruit. ... No. 9 athlete. ... No. 4 recruit in Alabama, ... Passed for 1,200 yards 
and ran for 500 as a senior. ... Accounted for 17 touchdowns. 


ARENAS, Javier ATH 5-10, 180 ooo Tampa, FL Robinson 
Three-year starter. ... Returned four punts and three kickoffs for TDs as a senior. 


COGER, Tremayne DB 5-11,180 eo — Columbia, TN Central 
Rivals,com’s No. 29 cornerback. ... No. 5 recruit in Tennessee. ... Played only five games| 
as a senior. 


DAVIS, Andy DB 6-0,205 ooo Birmingham, AL Briarwood 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 safety, ... No. 17 recruit in Alabama. ... Four-year starter, ... Had 126 tackles and three 
interceptions. 


DIAL, Preston TE 6-3,237 ooo Mobile, AL UMS Wright 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 tight end. ... No. 18 recruit in Alabama. ... Class 4A Lineman of the| 
year. ... Caught 22 passes for 455 yards and four touchdowns as a senior. 


FORD, Mike RB 6-2,210 ©@000 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 4 overall prep school recruit. ... Set Florida state record with 2,83 
rushing yards and 37 touchdowns as a senior at Sarasota. ... Class 5A Player of the Year, 
... Rushed for more than 200 yards in seven consecutive games. 


GRANT, Terry RB 5-10,180 ©@oo Lumberton, MS Lumberton 
Rivals.com's No. 87 overall recruit. ... No. 4 all-purpose back. ... No. 3 recruit in| 
Mississippi. ... Mississippi's Mr. Football as a senior. ... Rushed for 2,720 yards and 36) 
touchdowns as a senior. 


HIGGENBOTHAM, Charlie LB 6-1,223 ooo Birmingham, AL Mtn. Brook 
Rivals.com's No. 38 inside linebacker. ... No. 25 recruit in Alabama. ... Missed most off 
senior season with a torn ACL. 


HUTCHINS, LaBronski LB 6-3,177 90° Alexander City, AL Russell 
Rivals.com’s No. 35 outside linebacker, ... No. 19 recruit in Alabama. ... All-state. ... Had} 
18 sacks as a junior. 


JOHNSON, Marquis DB 6-1,180 oooo Sarasota, FL Booker 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 15 cornerback. ... No. 33 recruit in Florida. ... 
Intercepted three passes as a senior. ... Averaged 23 yards per punt return. 


JONES, Jake DB 61,177 ooo _ Birmingham, AL Mtn. Brook 
All-state. ... Had three interceptions, 200 receiving yards and 400 punt return yards as 
a senior. 


KIRSCHMAN, Charlie LB 6-3,225 ooo Ponte Vedra Beach, FL Nease 
Rivals.com’s No. 45 inside linebacker. ... Limited by an ankle injury as a senior. ... Had eigh 
sacks as a freshman. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Alabama assistant coach Dave Ungerer | Total Stars 

discovered Arenas, who was previous- 

ly committed to Florida Atlantic, at MAGICWEULEII 

Tampa’s Robinson High. The 5-10, 

185-pounder has good cutting ability ©OO7 (IEEDS 

and is tough to tackle in the open field. Last year the Tide signed only one defensive lineman, 

He has the chance to develop into a defensive end Milton Talbert from Mississippi. This year, 

solid special teams contributor. Alabama is expected to sign four to six. Ready-to-play 
linebackers are at a premium for defensive coordinator 
Joe Kines, who lost Demeco Ryans and Freddie Roach to 
the NFL. Expect the Tide to sign four or five, At quarter- 
back, Alabama will have only three scholarship players at 
that position. Look for head coach Mike Shula to shoot for 
the stars and recruit some of the top names in the 2007 
Class for the second year in a row. 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HOMETOWN 


McCoy, Mike WR 6-3,200 ©0900  Branton,MS NW Rankin 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 16 wide receiver. ... No. 7 recruit in Mississippi. 
... Caught 42 passes for 821 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 


MCELROY, Greg QB 62,212 ooo Southlake, TX Carroll 
Rivals.com's No. 11 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 43 recruit in Texas. ... Passed for 
4,687 yards as a first-year starter. ... Threw a state-record 56 touchdown passes. ... 
Also had 700 rushing yards and 12 touchdown runs. 


MOTLEY, Brian OL 61,266 oo°0 Autaugaville, AL Autaugaville 
Rivals.com’s No. 10 center. ... No. 23 recruit in Alabama. ... All-state offensive and 
defensive lineman. ... Class A Lineman of the Year. 


PHARR, Taylor OL 6-6,268 ©0060 Irondale, AL Shades Valley 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 11 offensive tackle. ... No. 9 recruit in Alabama. 
... All-state honorable mention. 


ROSS, David OL 6-4,295 ©&00 Birmingham, AL Homewood 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 2 center. ... No. 5 recruit in Alabama. ... Class 
5A Lineman of the Year. 


SMITH, Andre OL 6-4,325 ooooo Birmingham, AL Huffman 
Rivals.com's No. 2 overall recruit. ... No. 1 offensive guard. ... No. 1 recruit in Alabama. 
... Finalist for the Walter Payton Award for the nation’s top prep player. ... First lineman 
in 23 years to be named Alabama's Mr. Football. 


STADLER, Alex OL 66,300 ©O00 Bealeton, VA Liberty 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 12 offensive tackle. ... No. 6 recruit in Virginia. 
... Liberty rushed for 2,500 yards during his junior season. 


STOVER, Nikita WR 6-1,200 9°00  fFulton,MS  lawamaba CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 26 overall junior college recruit, ... Signed with Alabama out of high 
school in 2004. ... Caught 26 passes for 588 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 


TALBERT, Milton DE 6-2,225 ooo Hattiesburg, MS Hattiesburg 
Rivals.com’s No. 16 weakside defensive end. ... No. 20 recruit in Mississippi. ... Had 
111 tackles and 12 sacks as a senior. 


UDELL, Marcus DB 5-11,178 o@oo  Tallahassee,FL  —-Gotlby 
Rivals.com’s No. 20 cornerback. ... No. 47 recruit in Florida. ... Intercepted eight pass- 
es as a senior. 


WOODALL, Justin DB 6-3,200 oooo Oxford, MS Lafayette Co. 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 17 safety. ... No. 9 recruit in Mississippi. ... 
Intercepted four passes as a senior. ... Accounted for 1,460 offensive yards. 


2006 WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's Sports AnnuaALs 105 


Pos. 


Chass 


Hr. Wr. Hometown 


67 _J.P. ADams DT Sr__—«6-3,_—- 288_—Northport 


51 Eryk Anders 
85 Dany Barcer 
15 Jimmy Barnes 
*27 Curis Boro 
60 Sean Borxm 
50 Justin Barr 
81 _Keru Browy 
Patrick BURCH 
Sam BuRNTHALL 
Aux Burt 
Marr Capen 
Antome Caupwett 
Curis Cares 
Evan CARDWELL 
Curis Cai 
Marcus Caster 
Jason Casey 


Drew Davis 
Mazon Davis 
Brannon Di 


Jerry Duses 
Bagnttt Earnest 


11 P.J. Frraceralp 
Jost FReiciixo 
Anpgew FRIEDMAN 


Praice HALL 
Parrick HANRAHAN 
Cuais Harris 
Cout Hagvey 
Cares Hoxe 


= 


Stat 


fndividual 


LB 
FL 
QB 
LB 
LB 
DT 
FL 
TE 
FS 


RB 
DE 
TE 
TE 


Fr 
Sr 
Fr 
Fr 
So 
Jr 
Jr 
So 
Fr 


Fr 


RECEIVING 


DEF LEADERS 


6-2 220 
5-11 184 
6-5 229 
6-1 230 
6-3 205 Hoover 
6-4 294 Cullman 
6-3 192 Gulfport, MS 
6-3 23 
6-2 190 Decatur 
6-2 Baltimore, MD 
McCalla 
Montgomery 
Jonesboro, GA 
Killen 
Greensboro 


San Antonio, TX 
Tuscaloosa 
Los Alamitos, CA 
Huntsville 


Navarre, FL 


Pos. Crass Hr. Wr. Hometown 


Knoxville, TN 
Mobile 
Brookhaven, MS 
Tuscaloosa 
Pensacola, FL 
Sulligent 
Fosters 
Stevenson 
Monroeville 
Birmingham 
Wedowee 
Birmingham 
Phenix City 
Thomson, GA 
Madison 
Prattville 


Fort Payne 

Arab 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Norcross, GA 
Daphne 

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 
Pinson 
Tuscaloosa 
Huntsville 
Brewton 
Tuscaloosa 
Evergreen 
Columbus, GA 
Elizabethtown, KY 
Decatur 
Birmingham 
Mobile 

Opelika 

Oxford, MS 
Loretto 
Morristown, TN 
Coral Springs, FL 
Perry, GA 
Fairhope 
Deatsville 

Bay Minette 
Trinity 
Tuscaloosa 
Prattville 

Chico, CA 

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 
foreno Valley, CA 
Springville 
Tuscaloosa 
Tallahassee, FL 
Birmingham 


Tackles: 
Interceptions: 
Sacks: A 
Tackles for loss: 


Northport 

Fort Payne 

Stone Mountain, GA 
Guntersville 
Florence 

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
Brentwood, TN 
Heflin 

Mobile 

Hoover 

Florence 

Huntsville 
Tuscaloosa 
Lakeland, FL 


Shreveport, LA 
Vestavia Hills 
Stevenson 
Nashville, TN 
Decatur 
6-0 213 Mobile 
6-4 295 Grove Hill 
6-3 203 Brantley 
6-8 290 
5-9 170 
6-0 193 
Kerri VANDERvOORT 6-3 216 
Demarcus WALDROF LB 5-11 190 Pinson 
Nick Wa TE 6-5 245 Brundidge 
77 Byron Waiton DT Fr 6-4 298 Trinity 
97 Lorenzo Was: ww DT = Fr__‘6-4 +265 Loganville, GA 
43 Dante. Weaver DE Fr 6-2 240 Huntsville 
84 Dante. WuITe WR Jr 5-7 151 Florence 
45 Rem Witus TE Fr 6-5 225 Raleigh, NC 
14 _Joun Parker Wusov QB So 6-1 207 Hoover 
96 Dante. Woop TE Fr 6-3. 235 McCalla 


Prattville 
Antioch, TN 
Tallahassee, FL 
Anniston 


Results 


| NOTEBOOK i] 


ide receiver Tyrone Prothro was one of the 

Wration’ most electrifying players until he 
shattered his lower leg against Florida last sea- 
son. He required surgery to place a rod in his leg, 
which then developed an infection and required 
a second surgery. While there is some hope he 
could be back to play this fall, a more realistic 
expectation is that Prothro will redshirt, with 
hopes of returning for a senior season in 2007. 
“It makes no sense to speculate on whether or 
not he'll be back,” coach Mike Shula said. “He's 
got a great attitude, and he comes in every day 
determined to be back.” 

® Position changes are nothing new, but 
Alabama coaches did make two moves unusual in 
nature. Sophomore Ezekial Knight was moved 
from wide receiver to defensive end, where his 
size and speed could make him a threat as a 
pass-rush specialist. Knight seems to like the 
change and is expected to be in the playing 
rotation early. While linebackers often move to 
defensive end, Zach Schreiber went the other 
way, from defensive end to outside linebacker. 
He impressed coaches with his ability to play the 
run and drop into coverage. “Zach has taken to 
the position like a duck to water,” said coordi- 
nator Joe Kines. Other position changes include 
moving defensive end Baron Huber to fullback, 
and offensive lineman Cole Harvey to tight end. 

© Shula made two staff changes in the offsea- 
son, bringing in David Turner from Vanderbilt to 
coach defensive ends and former Alabama player 
Rocky Colburn as strength and conditioning 
coach. Colburn spent the past seven years as an 
assistant strength and conditioning coach with 
the Atlanta Falcons. After playing at Alabama 
from 1981-83, Colburn worked in strength and 
conditioning at Alabama from 1987-92. 

© Senior backup quarterback Marc Guillon did 
not participate in A-Day due to a knee injury. He 
was wearing a brace, but the injury is not 
expected to require surgery. It could be mid- 
summer before he’s ready to go. Redshirt fresh- 
man Jimmy Barnes made up a lot of ground at 
the position, but as quarterback coach Dave 
Rader said, “Jimmy has the most ground to make 
up.” Barnes was 12 of 22 for 95 yards with two 
interceptions in the spring game. 


(10-2, 6-2) 


Ww Middle Tennessee 26- Le 
at South Carolina ~ 3BT- 14 
Arkansas 24-13 

Florida 31-3 
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DEFENSE 


Defensive coordinator Joe Kines said 
he wasn’t sleeping well this spring, think- 
ing about the loss of linebacker DeMeco 
Ryans and safeties Roman Harper and 
Charlie Peprah. 

“That's a lot of snaps and some really 
good players,” Kines said. 

“But on the other hand, we've got 
some youngsters who have played in 


back-up roles and are anxious to get out 


there and continue the tradition of 
Alabama football.” 

The free safety position is perhaps 
the most critical in Kines’ system 
because that player is the quarterback 
on the field. Senior Jeffrey Dukes has 
waited his turn, playing behind Harper 
the last two years. Dukes has always had 
the athletic ability; now he just has to 
learn to make sure everyone around him 
is in the right spot. 

The only thing keeping senior line- 
backer Terrence Jones off the field during 
the past few years was playing behind All- 
DeMeco 
Simpson returns at the other outside line- 


American Ryans. Juwan 
backer position, and depth will be helped 
by the move of redshirt freshman Zach 
Schreiber from defensive end to outside 
linebacker, where he seems to have found 
a home. 

The defensive front should be fine, led 
by end Wallace Gilberry and tackle 
Jeremy Clark, both returning starters. 

Senior tackle Dominic Lee is anoth- 
er of those players that Kines has tick- 
eted for a breakout year on the defen- 
sive front. Sophomore end Bobby 
Greenwood, a Freshman All-SEC pick 
Mark 


Anderson, although on passing downs 


last year, takes over for 
he could be replaced by Ezekial 
Knight, who has moved to defensive 
end from wide receiver. 
“T’ve lost a lot of sleep thinking about 
those seven guys we lost,” Kines said. 
“But one byproduct of our system of 


playing a lot of guys is that almost every- 


Alabama's Winning Trend 1996-2005 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


(ea 


mBEST 


XN 


BRIGHTEST 


LB Juwan Simpson 

On a defensive-dominated 
team, Simpson has a 
chance to be the star LB 
DeMeco Ryans was a year 
ago. With 21 career starts, 
Simpson will be counted on 
to lead a young defense 
that is replacing seven 
starters. ... Recorded 700 
snaps last year, including 
season-high 77 against 
Arkansas. ... Career-best 64 tackles, six behind 
the line, 1.5 sacks, and two interceptions. ... Has 
one undergraduate degree (Financial Planning) 
and working toward another (Criminal Justice). 


EMERGING STAR 


WR D.J. Hall 

Tide’s leading returning 
receiver, Hall had 48 catch- 
es for 676 yards, ninth-best 
in school history. ... Is the 
only receiver in Alabama 
history to have 10 or more 
catches in consecutive 
games, ... His 48 catches 
was seventh best in school 
history. Earned MVP 
honors in spring game with 
seven catches for 136 yards and two touchdowns 
covering 33 and 50 yards. ... Missed Cotton Bowl 
due to violation of team rules. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OT Andre Smith 

Tt’s unusual to list a true 
freshman offensive lineman 
as a top newcomer, but 
Smith is not the usual 
freshman. The 6-5, 315- 
pound tackle was the first 
offensive lineman to win 
Mr. Football in the state of 
Alabama. ... He was one of 
four finalists for the Walter 
Payton Award, given to 
nation’s top prep player. ... Dominated at the 
high school Army All-Star game last winter. 
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KEN DARBY 


Darby Quietly 
Chases History 


When talk turns to the best run- 
ning backs in Alabama school histo- 
ry, everyone has a favorite, from 
Shaun Alexander to Sherman 
Williams to Bobby Humphrey to 
Johnny Musso to Johnny Davis, all 
the way back to Bobby Marlow and 
Harry Gilmer. 

But no matter where your list 
starts and ends, you better add one 
more name: Ken Darby. 

The 5-11, 205-pound senior from 
Huntsville heads into his final season 
with a chance to be the first Alabama 
player to rush for more than 1,000 
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yards in three consecutive seasons. 

Darby's 2,489 rushing yards rank 
seventh on the school’s career list, and 
he’s only 1,080 yards from breaking 
Alexander’s career rushing mark. Six 
more 100-yard rushing games would 
break the career record of 15 shared by 
Alexander and Humphrey. 

But, somehow, Darby has remained 
an almost unknown. He's not flashy. 
The scouting report says Darby is not 
particularly fast, not particularly elu- 
sive, not particularly powerful. 

All he does is crank out yards: 1,062 
yards in 2004; 1,242 in 2005; anda 5.1 
per carry average for his career. 

“He was our workhorse,” said last 
year’s starting quarterback, Brodie 
Croyle. 

“When it came to crunch time, he 
got the yards he needed to get. He's 
the best back in the SEC, bar none. I 
truly believe that.” 

And finally, after seasons of being 
listed among those “also mentioned” 
when it came to the SEC’s top backs, 
this finally appears to be Darby's time. 

“There was so much publicity on 
other running backs,” Darby said. “And 
they're all great backs, but at the same 
time, you didn’t hear about Ken Darby. 
Or if you did, it was this long list of 
other guys, with my name somewhere 
in the middle. 

“But I never doubted myself whatso- 
ever. I had negative thoughts go 
through my head sometimes, but that 
wasn't anything but the devil on me. 
My prayer last year was, ‘God, just give 
me the strength to come back and be a 
better player’ That prayer hasn't 
changed.” 

In a backfield ridiculously deep in 
talent — Jimmy Johns, Roy Upchurch, 
Glen Coffee, plus fullbacks Tim Castille 
and Le’Ron McClain — Darby again 
should be the workhorse, especially 
with the Tide breaking in a new quar- 
terback. 

Fans might not be sure how to 
describe Darby right now, but give him 
another 1,000-yard season, and you'll 
be able to call him the most productive 
Tide back ... ever. 


one we'll put out there this fall has played 
on national TV and in front of 90,000 
people in a packed stadium.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior kicker Jamie Christensen 
earned the nickname “Money” after kick- 
ing three game-winning field goals last 
year and leading the team in scoring (73 
points). He hit 16 of 25 field goals. 

Punter Jeremy Schatz, who ranked 
10th in the SEC with a 38.4 average, is 
gone. Alabama used a variety of returners 
to rank seventh in the conference in punt 
returns (7.8 yards per return) and fourth 
in kickoff returns (23 yard average). 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Alabama's non-conference schedule — 
Duke, 


Florida International — is almost enough 


Hawaii, Louisiana-Monroe, 
to get the Crimson Tide bow! eligible. 
The SEC schedule — which is always 
tough — is even more so this season. 
Alabama will play at Arkansas, Florida, 
Tennessee and LSU. 
— Ray Melick 


rSereadsce 


“Sept. 2 HAWAII 
Sept. 9 VANDERBILT 
Sept.16  LOUISIANA-MONROE 

“Sept.23 at Arkansas 

“Sept.30 atFlorida — 


Oct. 7, DUKE 


Oct. 14 ‘OLE MISS 


PLS PE OLLI ION = AES ENN 


Oct.21 = —_at Tennessee 
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aN 7006 SCHEDULE 

r i) SEPT. 2 ALABAMA ST. 

SEPT.9 © FLORIDA ST. 

SEPT. 16 @GEORGIA TECH 

GEPT. 73 NEBRASKA 

»BEPT. 30 PAB 

S/OCT. 14 LOUISIANA-MONROE 

; JP OCT. 28 NORTH TEXAS 

OX) FP NOV. 4 —LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
~S@ NOV. {© @ FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

“OWNDV. 18 ARKANSAS STATE 

A )\NOV. 25 @ MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
DEC. 2 @ FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
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AT A GLANCE 


4-7 overall, 2-6 SEC (4th, West) 


_ Houston Nutt — At Arkansas: 57-40, 
8 years; overall: 93-62, 13 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


20; 10 offense, 9 defense, punter 


~ PLAYERS TO WATCH 


__ RB Darren McFadden, RB Felix Jones, 
_ WR Marcus Monk, DE Jamaal Anderson, 
LB Sam Olajubutu 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The most proven area is the least flashy 
— the power running game that anchored 
the SEC's leading rushing attack. The 

\ offensive line has experience, talent and 

| flexibility. On defense, for a change, 
there's quality and depth on the line and 
fast-strike linebackers. 


~ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Changes in the offensive scheme will need 
time to come together, the quicker the 
better, Defensively, the linebackers are 
thin in numbers and the safeties are 
largely unproven. There's talent at quar- 
terback, but will the veterans be looking 
over their shoulders? 


C Kyle Roper, SS Vickiel Vaughn 


It could very well be a make-or-break sea- 
son for coach Houston Nutt. He knew the 
past two seasons would be rough — and 
they were — but now it’s payoff time. 
There’s enough talent and experience on 
hand after two rebuilding years that the 
Hogs should make it to a decent bowl 
game, 
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Two-year Rebuilding is Over; It's Winning Time 


Even Mr. Optimism, Arkansas coach 
Houston Nutt, could see this one com- 
ing. And he didn’t try to duck. 

After the 2003 season, Nebraska tried 
to hire Nutt. He stayed at Arkansas but 
also sounded a note of caution that the 
next two seasons would involve rigorous 
rebuilding and, without saying it, no 
bowls. 

Nutt was right on. 

The pseudo-prophecy didn’t make the 
past two seasons any easier to bear as 
those teams finished 5-6 and 4-7. But 
now, Nutt says, better days are ahead — 
more wins, a return to the postseason ... 
and possibly bigger prizes. 

“Tm expecting a bowl game. I’m 
expecting to compete for a champi- 
onship,” Nutt said. “When you haven't 
been to a bowl for two years and you had 
been to six straight, you're anxious. You 
are just ready to get there.” 

Nutt’s reasons for feeling upbeat 
about the future are grounded in all the 
rebuilding that took place. He has 20 
returning starters, the most in the SEC. 
Over the past two years, the defensive 
scheme has been revamped, the defensive 
front finally has been fortified, the run- 
ning backs upgraded and the offensive 
line developed. 

Since last season, the changes have 
been even more dramatic. 

Nutt surrendered play-calling duties 
for the first time in his career, hiring an 
offensive coordinator, Gus Malzahn, 
from just up the road at Springdale High 
School. Then he signed a star-studded 
class led by Malzahn’s quarterback at 


Springdale, Mitch Mustain, the Parade 
national Player of the Year. 

Taking on an offensive coordinator 
from the high school ranks won't send 
ripples of fear through the SEC, and 
that’s OK by Nutt. He'll settle for the val- 
idation he believes is coming when 
Malzahn’s offense proves itself on 
Saturdays. 

How quickly the offense reaches a 
smooth cruising altitude will go a long 
way in determining how far the program 


bounces back. 


OFFENSE 


The Mitch Mustain watch is offi- 
cially on. 

But, for now, there might just be a lot 
of watching the five-star quarterback 
signee holding his helmet because the 
offense returns 10 starters, including 
quarterback Casey Dick. 

Dick started the last four games as a 
true freshman and quickly earned the 
confidence of his teammates. Robert 
Johnson, who began last season as the 
starter, is athletic and strong-armed. He 
couldn’t shake a bad case of nerves, but 
might do better now that the spotlight 
isnt on him. 

New coordinator Gus Malzahn has 
blended in a passing game that uses every 
inch of the field. A no-huddle series will 
be part of the package. 

In short, the offense has been convert- 
ed from a one-dimensional, ball-control 
approach to a balanced attack that will 
try to fast break. 

But for all of the hype about the 
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expanded passing game, the offense won't 
abandon its running attack. Arkansas has 
led the conference in rushing three of the 
past four years. 

Darren McFadden and Felix Jones 


are home run threats 


each averaged 


6.3 yards per carry as freshmen and 


Peyton Hillis is a pounder who has 
improved his speed. They're all capable 
receivers who will be used in the pass- 
ing game. 

An influx of high-profile receiver 
signees, such as Damian Williams and 
London Crawford, are expected to 
push veterans Cedric Washington, 
Cedric Logan and Chris _ Baker. 
Nobody questions the older guys’ 
speed, but they need to catch more 
consistently. 

Marcus Monk is the one sure thing at 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 216.9 ypg rushing (1st in SEC/12th NCAA), 143.7 passing (11th/108th), 360.6 total offense (6th/68th), 25.7 ppg (6th/65th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 
QB Casey Dick So. 
RB Darren McFadden* So. 


RB Peyton Hillis* Jr. 


Not flashy, but moves the offense, 
First UA frosh to rush for 1,000 yards, 
A multidimensional FB; 4.8 ypc last year. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

R. Johnson, Jr.*/ M. Mustain Fr. 
F. Jones, So., M. Smith Fr. 
Farod Jackson, Jr. 


WR Marcus Monk” Jr. Tall WR makes tough catches; 7 TDs in 2005. C. Baker, Jr./D. Williams, Fr. 

WR Cedric Washington’ Sr. Good speed, but inconsistent hands. Cedric Logan, Jr. 

TE Wes Murphy Sr. Journeyman has found a home. M. Templeton, Jr.*/M. Winston, So. 
LT Tony Ugoh* Sr. Has a pro body and ability. Jose Valdez, So. 


LG Stephen Parker* — Sr. 
€ _ Jonathon Luigs* 


Strongest lineman of the bunch. 
So. Made an impact as redshirt freshman. 


Chase Pressley, Sr. 
Jeremy Harrell Sr. 


RG Robert Felton* dr. 


Talented lineman spent 2005 at RT. 


Mitch Petrus, So. 


RT Zac Tubbs Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Big potential; healthy after two injury seasons. 


Nate Garner, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 182.5 ypg rushing (6th in SEC/35th NCAA), 209.4 passing (Sth/45th), 341.8 total defense (9th/34th), 24.6 ppg (10th/54th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Jamaal Anderson" Jr. — Had 34 tackles in last five games. Zach Snider, So. 

DT Marcus Harrison* Jr. Had team-high 15 quarterback hurries in '05. Ernest Mitchell, So. 
DT _ Keith Jackson* Sr. No one plays harder; All-SEC potential. Cord Gray, So. 

DE  Antwain Robinson So.  Long-armed pass rusher got feet wet last year. Anthony Brown Sr. 
LB  SamOlajubutu* Sr, ‘Third in SEC tackles last season with 118. Van Stumon, Fr. 

LB  DesmondSims* Jr Career path: DB to LB to DE and back to LB. Weston Dacus Jr. 


LB Freddie Fairchild" So. 


Bigger body than last season; bigger role, too. 


Wendel Davis, Fr. 


CB Matterral Richardson Jr. 


Plays physically for a cornerback. 


M. Coe, Sr.*/J, Johnson Jr. 


CB Darius Vinnett Sr. 


Lock-down corner took medical hardship in ‘05. 


Chris Houston, Jr.* 


SS Randy Kelly* Sr. 


Started final six games; could also be FS. 


John West, Jr. 


FS Michael Grant Jr. 
“Returning starter 


receiver with a 6-5 frame and athleticism 
that make him a difficult matchup. 

The system won't work if the offen- 
sive line can’t protect. Pass blocking 
hasn’t been a strength in recent years. 
A one-on-one blocking scheme has 
been mixed in after years of Arkansas 
being predominantly a zone-blocking 
team. But the line returns four starters 
and it’s an intelligent, athletic and 
tough group. 

Growing pains are inevitable with a 
new passing game, but keep an eye on 
Mustain. He ran this offense in high 
school. And while he’ll have to make 
the major adjustment to college-level 
defenses, his comfort with the scheme 
and his talent seem to make him too 
valuable to leave on the sideline for 
long. 


Speedy converted corner had three INTs last year. 


Rashaad Johnson, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


There’s no hammer at safety, and line- 
backer depth is a real concern. Yet, even 
with those deficiencies, this could be a 
special defense for several reasons. 

A year ago, coordinator Reggie 
Herring was still introducing his scheme. 
Now, the players understand the system 
and Herring's demanding ways. The 
Hogs significantly improved at stopping 
the run as the season progressed and their 
33 sacks were the most since 1998. Nine 
starters return. 

The defensive line, seemingly forever a 
weak link, has gained experience, quality 
and a little depth. End Jamaal Anderson 
grabbed a starting job when Anthony 
Brown was injured last season and has 
never looked back. Marcus Harrison and 
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RAZORBACKS RECRUITING 2006 


Mitch Mustain, QB 

The nation’s No. 2 overall quarterback prospect was the National 
Player of the Year by a number of publications and led Springdale 
(Ark.) High to another state championship. Mustain has the chance to 
win the starting job in the fall and gives the Razorbacks a bona fide 
passing threat. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Damian Williams, WR 

Williams, Mustain’s top receiver at Springdale, gives Arkansas a ver- 
tical threat in the passing game. He was committed to Florida for most 
of the process before backing out on the Gators and signing with the 
hometown Hogs. 


Marques Wate, WR 

The latest find by ace Atlanta-area 
recruiter Tracy Rocker could end up 
having a big impact considering the 
Hogs could be throwing the ball down- 
field more. The 6-2, 185-pounder from 
Atlanta's Grady High is the new wide 
receiver prototype in that he’s tall, fast 
and has good hands. The Razorbacks 
took him from East Carolina late in the 
process. 


Total Stars 
National Rank; 27 


LOD) (TEENS 


Offensive line is a huge need for the Razorbacks in 
2007, and they could bring six or more in for this 
class. Arkansas has signed only seven in the last 
two years. The Hogs would also like to sign anoth- 
er quarterback this season, and it will probably 
bring in two or three running backs. The 
Razorbacks already have a commitment from 5-9, 
205-pound back Brandon Barnett, a redshirt fresh- 
man at Butler County Community College in Et 
Dorado (Kan.) and formerly of Texarkana (Ark.). 


Fredilie Barnett, DL 

Barnett, a junior college transfer, is a 6-1, 300-pound space eater who 
could see immediate playing time for the Razorbacks this fall. Many 
close to the Arkansas program are excited about Barnett’s arrival. 
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NORMAN, Andrew WR 6-2,175 09090 Springdale, AR Springdale 
Rivals.com’s No. 49 wide receiver. ... No. 5 recruit in Arkansas. ... Caught 63 passes 
for 1,189 yards and 11 touchdowns. 


NORTON, Jerell ATH 6-2,180 ooo Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 
Played mostly at wide receiver, catching 46 passes for 859 yards and seven touchdowns. 
as a senior. ... Ran for 997 yards and 16 touchdowns. ... Passed for 532 yards and three 
touchdowns. 


POWERS, Ryan 1B 62,210 oo Tanner, AL 


Had 503 yards rushing and six touchdowns in first seven games as a senior. 


SALTERS, Carlton WR 60,177 0990 Tallahassee, FL N. Fla, Christian 
Rivals.com’s No. 69 wide receiver. ... No. 65 recruit in Florida.. ... Caught 26 passes for 
600 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior. 


SANDERS, Donnell DE 6-2,20§ ooo College Park, GA North Clayton 
Rivals.com’s No. 31 weakside defensive end. ... Missed all but two games of his senior 
season after a torn ACL. 


SHEPPARD, Malcolm DE 6-2,240 oo0 Bainbridge, GA Bainbridge 
Rivals.com’s No. 62 strongside defensive end. ... Had 64 tackies and 15 sacks in 11 
games as a senior. 


STUMON, Van IB 6-2,239 oooo  No.LitlleRock,AR NLR 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 9 inside linebacker. ... No. 4 recruit in 
Arkansas. ... Played defensive end and running back in high school. ... Had 64 tackles 
and seven sacks as a senior. 


WADE, Chris DE 6-6,250 ooo Miami, OK = NE. Okla. A&M 
Rivals.com’s No. 56 junior college recruit. ... Had 60 tackles and six sacks in nine games 
before missing the rest of the season with a knee injury. ... Signed with Missouri out of 


Homerown 


BARNETT, Freddie DT 61,300 oooo Athens, TX Trinity Valley CC 


Rivals.com’s No. 20 junior college recruit. ... Signed with Arkansas in 2004. 


BROADWAY, Ramon ATH 5-8,180 oo Shreveport, LA 


Returned seven kickoffs for touchdowns as a senior. ... First-team all-state. 


CLEVELAND, Ben TE 6-4,230 990 Springdale, AR Springdale 
Rivals.com’s No. 37 tight end. ... No. 7 recruit in Arkansas. ... Caught 23 passes for 338 
yards and five touchdowns as a senior. 


CRAWFORD, London WR 6-3,230 ooo Mobile, AL Davidson 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 recruit in Alabama. ... Caught 31 passes for 837 yards in 10 games 
as a senior. 


DAVIS, Adrian DB 6-4,195 oo Rosenberg, TX Teny 


All-state. ... Had 132 tackles and seven interceptions as a senior. 


DAVIS, Wendel LB 61,205 ooo Sweeny, TX Sweeny 
Rivals.com's No. 43 outside linebacker. ... All-state. ... Led team to first playoff appear- 
ance in five years. 


DOMINGUEZ, Ray OL 64,19 oo Bainbridge, GA Bainbridge 
Played offensive tackle and tight end at Bainbridge. ... All-district basketball player as a 
junior. 


Evangel 


Tanner 


ATH 6-6,205 oo 
Played wide receiver and tight end. ... Caught 12 passes for 310 yards and six touch- 
downs as a senior. 


Dallas, TX Carter 


GREGORY, Chip ANH 6-4,212 ooo Carollton, TX American Heritage 


Rivals.com's No. 58 athlete. ... No. 91 recruit in Texas. ... Rushed for 503 yards for 


seven touchdowns as a senior. 


HART, Jim OL 6-6,300 @@@¢ Pocahontas, AR Pocahontas 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 offensive tackle. ... No. 3 recruit in Arkansas. ... Senior season 
ended after seven games due to major knee injury. 


HEWITT, Matt DB 6-2,209 9° Wellsville, NY Alfred State 
Honorable mention junior college All-American. ... Had 87 tackles and a sack in eight 
games. 


LOVE, Demarcus OL 65,260 ooo Dallas, TX Carter 
Rivals.com’s No. 57 offensive tackle. ... No. 99 recruit in Texas. ... Starter at offensive 
tackle before moving to guard as a junior and senior. 


MUSTAIN, Mitch QB 6-3,208 @oocoe Springdale, AR Springdale 
Rivals.com’s No. 10 overall recruit. ... No, 2 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 1 recruit in 
Arkansas. ... USA Today and Parade National Player of the Year. ... Set Arkansas Class 
5A record with 3,817 passing yards and 47 touchdowns as a senior. 


high school. 


WADE, Marques WR 6-2,185 oo 


Atlanta, GA King 
Caught 27 passes for 620 yards and six touchdowns. ... Averaged 22.2 yards per catch. 


WEST, John DB 6-2,199 ooo Wahepton, ND ND. State Col. 
Rivals.com's No. 52 junior college recruit. ... Enrolled for the spring semester. ... 
Junior college All-American at North Dakota State College of Science. 


WILKINS, Torian ATH 5-11,185 ooo Brookshire, TX Royal 
Rushed for 1,281 yards on 111 carries in 11 games. ... Ran for 10 touchdowns. ... 
Intercepted four passes in first three games of the season. 


WILLIAMS, Damian WR 6-1,189 ©ooo Springdale, AR Springdale 
Rivals.com's No. 95 overall recruit. ... No. 9 wide receiver. ... No. 2 recruit in Arkansas. 
... Caught 63 passes for 1,495 yards and 24 touchdowns. ... Rushed for 463 yards and 
12 touchdowns. 


WILLIAMS, Dee WR 6-2,1922 ooo Ashdown, AR = Ashdown 
Rivals.com’s No. 9 recruit in Arkansas. ... Caught 67 passes for 1,414 yards and 15 
touchdowns as a senior. 
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RAZORBACKS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown Pos. Ht. Wr. Crass Hometown pponents who want to bone up on the 


62 MICHAEL AGUIRRE OT 6-6 305 Fr Ft. Lauderdale, FL 5 DARREN MCFADDEN TB 6-2 210 So North Little Rock schemes new offensive coordinator Gus 
CHARLES ALEXANDER DT 6-3 276 So __Little Rock VERNON MCNEAL _WLB 6-0 235 Jr Nashville, TN Mazlahn ran at Springdale High School before 
92 __JAMAAL ANDERSON DE 6-6 268 Jr _Little Rock LUCAS MILLER SE 6-3 188 Fr Huntington joining the Arkansas staff can read all about it. 


59 STEPHEN ARNOLD K 6-0 186 So __ McKinney, TX 90 ERNEST MITCHELL DT 6-2 281 So Newnan, GA ° , Th : 
28 CHRIS BAKER SE 6-1 202 _Jr_ Osceola MIKE MOFFITT OG 6-1 287 So Gilbert, AZ Malzahn wrote a book it. Its called The Hisrry 


95 FRED BLEDSOE DT 6-3 302 Jr _Little Rock 85 MARCUS MONK SE 6-6 227 _Jr_Lepanto Up, No-Huddle Offense, which was available in 
MARK BONNER __SS_ 6-1 188 So _ Fayetteville WILL MOORE K 6-1 185 Fr Searcy the spring on Amazon.com for $11.67. 

91 ANTHONY BROWN DE 6-6 235 Sr__Hot Springs 68 _ TYLER MORGAN C__6-6 296 Sr __Hot Springs * Arkansas added a coach with extensive NFL 

——DEANDRE BRYANT DE 6-6 217 __Fr_Dunwoody,GA____7 ALEX MORTENSEN QB 6-2 212 So Fairburn, GA and college experience when it hired Alex Wood 


19 MICHAEL C 1180 Si is, E i 6-3 26 5 ; 
oe a OR eee = — = = = = mene tte PE Le SE z - ; < = et -: to oversee quarterbacks. Wood's previous three 
| t Camden " 6- if jountain Home 5 : 
jobs had been in the NFL, although he has done 


58 JOEY CROSSLAND C/OG 6-5 295 Fr __Russellville OBIAKONWA OBI FS 6-1 197 Fr ‘Missouri City, TX : 5 

30 WESTON DACUS MLB 6-2 223 Jr Searcy 24 SAMOLAJUBUTU  WLB 5-9 229 St LaGrange, GA 20 years at the college level, including being a 
ANDREW DAVIE OT “6-6 270 ‘Fr _ Little Rock 4 STEPHEN PARKER 0G 6-4 310 Sr Mandeville, LA part of Miami’s 1989 and 1991 national champi- 

50 JEREMY DAVIS P/K 5-9 195 So Fort Smith 35 KYLE PAYNE FB 6-0 245 So West Memphis onship teams. 

TE See ee RES = ~ “ = ee Seth e Running back Darren McFadden’s 1,113 

‘: qi 57 F 5 272 0 rlisle : «os 

___ANTOIE DINEA DE_6-0 230 r_Pano,™ 60 CHASE FRESSLEY 06 64 306 ort Sit en ere hae eer see 
JONATHAN DORCHAKK/P 6-8 210 _Fr_Fort Myers, FL JOHN AARON REES FL 61 201 So little Rock man in SEC history to top 1,000. Georgia's 
NATHAN DUREN SNP 6-2 210 Fr Sherwood ~ JOMMYREHG LB 6-0 219 Fr Plano,TX Herschel Walker, Florida's Emmitt Smith, 

___NATHANEMERT QB 6-2 190 So Springdale 4 _MATTERRAL RICHARDSONCB 6-0 193 Jr Marlin, TX Tennessee’s Reggie Cobb, Chuck Webb and 

44 FREDDIE FAIRCHILD SLB 6-2 215 So _Little Rock ~ JONATHAN RIDDELL DT 6-2 257 Fr Russellville Jamal Lewis, and LSU's Justin Vincent were the 

61 ROBERT FELTON OG 6-4 319 Jr Houston, TX 7 ANTWAIN ROBINSON DE 6-3 250 So Little Rock 


P others. 
2 REGGIE FISH __—*FL_5-7_154__So_Mesquite TX__—=» 93, MARCUS SHAVERS DT_6-3 270 So _Lucas, TX sasrcacian sistanasd | Woe Ean athiuscotic 
38_ELSTON FORTE _FS_6-1 200 _So_Little Rock RICKY DON SIMPSON TB 5-6 196 Sr Van Buren es eee P 


75 NATE GARNER OT 6-6 317 _Jr_Roland 23 DESMOND SIMS MLB 6-3 226 Sr Lilboum,MO knee surgery to repair torn cartilage over the 
BLANE GIBSON SE 6-2 208 Fr Quitman, TX 14 JACOB SKINNER P 6-3 212 Sr Texarkana, TX winter. In Mazlahn’s new scheme for Arkansas, 


51_BRETT GOODE __SNP_6-1 228 St__Fort Smith HEZEKIAH SMITH TB 6-0 212 Fr_Little Rock McFadden also spent some of the spring lining 
8 MICHAEL GRANT CB_5-11 185 Stone Mtn., GA MICHAEL SMITH TB 5-7 169 Tallahassee, FL 


$e U/CDRD GRAY WMD . Ya eB up out wide as a receiver. 

6- lynne 5. wi , : 
a * Arkansas’ schedule has been ranked in the 
72 CODYGREEN _0G/0T 6-6 325 Oneonta, AL JUSTIN SNELSON SE 6-3 196 aaa ak 

JOEL HALL K/P_ 5-10 155 Shreveport, LA TACH SNIDER DE 63 240 So Tulsa, OK top 10 nationally for difficulty in four of the past 
MICHAEL HALL DE 6-4 238 Decatur, GA ~—J}P SQUARE -WLB 540215. Fr Tulsa, OK five seasons. 
(67._ JEREMY HARRELL __.C___6-2'300__St_‘Texarkana. 5 __ BRONSON STANLEY FL 5-11215 Fr Colcord, OK * The USC game will be played on Sept. 3, 
marr HARES eee oe ___MATT STOLTZ __ MLB 6-3 220__So_Little Rock a Sunday. It will be Arkansas’ first Sunday game 
55 MARCUS HARRISON DT 6-3 315 Little Rock ; = : : : 
Se ee since Dec. 22, 1985, when it beat Arizona State 
JOSEPH HENRY __TE_6-4 190 __Fr__Conwa 0 MASON TEMPLETON 6-7 270 Jr Burnet, TX ; i 
SS ee a 18-17 in the Holiday Bowl. 


22 PEYTON HILLIS _FB_ 6-2 233 Jr__Conway =» 3“ LANCE THOMPSON 6-4 242 So Searcy ; 2, ’ 
2 CHRIS HOUSTON _CB_5-11 178 Austin, TK 30 KEVINTHORNION FS 62200. Fr Little Rok * Offensive tackle Tony Ugoh participated in 


NATHAN HUFFER SNP 5-11 238 Bentonville 9 ZAC TUBBS 6-6 335 Sr Cullman, AL most of the spring practices after missing all of 
CLARK IRWIN _QB_ 6-0 185_Fr_LittleRock = 56 COLIN TUCKER 6-4 292 fr_ Richardson, TX them in 2005 to compete in the weight throws, 
JACKSON FB 6-0 244 ittle Rock ce UTUNPIGH: aL SOP 6A Sali 1G" itee, rc = ; 
PARODIES FB 60 24h rite Rock ___ 66 TONY UGOH OT 6-5 306 Sr_Houston, TK discus and hammer throw on the track team. 
99 KEITH JACKSON” ~_DT.1.6-0 300_Sr_Little Rock’. _ 7g JOSE VALDEZ OT 6-6 311 So St. Francis, WI : 2 
ao * Offensive tackle Zac Tubbs, a fifth-year sen- 


——_GIEN JASFER__SLB_6-0.215_Sr_Millington, TN_ = 52 BRIAN VAVRA K_5-11175 So _ Bentonville : : 
20 JOHN JOHNSON CB 5-10 200 Houston, TX 9 DARIUS VINNETT CB 5-9 168. Sr St. Rose, LA ior, went through spring practice at a reported 


RASHAAD JOHNSON SE 6-1 189 Waco, TX COLE WARHURST DE 63238 Jy Osceola 335 pounds, his lightest weight since his fresh- 
18__ROBERT JOHNSON QB 6:2 216__Jr_Waco,TX_ 19. CEDRIC WASHINGTON FL 6-0 200 Sr _ Bryan, IX man season. He'd been 360-plus, perhaps as 
27_SHEDRICK JOHNSON ¢B_5-10 182 _So_Sweeny, TK _ 43 DALLAS WASHINGTON FS 60 205 So Douglas, 1X high as 385. Injuries have cost him about a sea- 
25 __ FELIX JONES TB _ 6-0 202 Tulsa, OK JOHN WEST SS 6-2 195 Jr Milwaukee, WI son-and-a-half in the past two years. 


6 RANDY KELLY FS 6.0 194 Palmetto, FL > 

a he _ a 34 DESMOND WILLIAMS SS 6-2 208 So Euless, TX A 4 

F . ® Arkansas wi SU on the Friday after 
at a sor k 88 MARCWINSTON TE 6-5 266 So _Little Rock Bixarses: WO) weeks y 


CEDRIC LOGAN FL_ 6-0 200 Fayetteville KANE WOMMACK FB 6-0 217 Fr Columbia, Sc Thanksgiving (Nov. 24 this year) for the 11th 


JAMAR LOVE CB 6-1 193 North Little Rock 2 KEVIN Woops SS 5-10195 Jr Memphis, TN consecutive season. 
JONATHAN LUIGS C 6-4 305 Little Rock 


(4-7, 2-6) 
Att Cmp Int TD Long Yds/G 


1 3 876 5 


Missouri State 43-17 


Dick 
Morten i2 

RUSHING JECT Gain Loss Net 
McFadden 7 ‘ 


Results 


626 
328 


shington 10 


Individual Stats 


Mississippi State 44-10 


Tackles; 
Interceptions: | 
Sacks: Sims 5.5, 0 
Tackles for loss: Olaju 
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Ml ROBERT JOHNSON 


Keith Jackson form a solid run-stopping 
tandem inside. 

Sam Olajubutu, who led the team in 
tackles last season, heads a speedy group 
of linebackers. Freddie Fairchild made 
several freshman All-American teams and 
followed it up by adding 15 pounds and 
considerable strength in the offseason. 
Desmond Sims moved from end to mid- 
dle linebacker, a transition made 
smoother because he had played line- 
backer in past seasons. 


A lot of the blitzing Arkansas does 
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depends on the ability to cover man-to- 
man, so it was encouraging news when 
cornerback Darius Vinnett returned from 
a rare kind of leg injury. Vinnett is only 
5-9, but still manages to rough up 
receivers at the line and run step for step 
with them. 

Chris Houston, who is freakishly 
strong, is one of four corners who have 
started at least eight games, along with 
Vinnett, Matterral Richardson and 
Michael Coe. It’s a physical group. 

Michael Grant is a speedster who was 
moved from corner to free safety where a 
stopper is desperately needed. Randy 
Kelly is solid at strong safety. Junior col- 
lege transfers John West and Matt Hewitt 
are expected to contribute immediately at 


both spots. 


Team speed has allowed Arkansas to 
excel in coverage and returns, the most 
eye-popping player being burner Felix 
Jones. He ranked second nationally in 
kickoff return average (31.9) and added 
punt returns to his duties after getting 
even a smidge quicker on his first step 
during the offseason. 

Darren McFadden also drops back for 
kickoffs and is no slouch, averaging 29 
yards a return as a freshman. 

Punter Jacob Skinner, a four-year 
starter, ranked fourth in the SEC (41.8). 
The combination of Skinner and the cov- 
erage unit, especially returning gunners 
Chris Houston and Michael Grant, lifted 
the Hogs to No. 7 nationally in net punt- 
ing (38.8). 

Place-kicking could be a weak spot. 


power that “allows him to 


line and then accelerate 


1113 yards, and he. also 


his size and speed make 


“BES Ti: 
“BRIGH Tes: i 


waanaeg bese “and 


run through contact at the 


once he reaches the second. 
level. ... Outran Georgia's 
defense for a 70-yard 
touchdown. ... Set the 
Arkansas freshman rushing 
record last season with ’ 


scored 11 touchdowns. ... Toisehius Freshtann 
All-American. ... Had three SEC | games with at 
least 165 ess rushing. : : 


A rare commodity for 
Arkansas in recent years, 


him a bona fide SEC line- 
backer. ... Made his first 
start at USC, making five 
tackles, and then got better 
every week. He started the 
final nine games. ... Was. 
selected a Freshman AL <<< 
American by five different: 9 = 

national gece cubes: rt naith 


The most heralded quar- 
terback recruit in school 
history came from just 10 
miles up the road where 
Mustain led Springdale 
(Atk.) High School to the 
No. 2 national ranking and 
the Class 5A title as a sen- 
ior. Threw for 3,817 
varie: Sia 47 touchdowns 
despite playing little more 
than a half in most games. ... 
American Player of the Year. 


Parade All- 
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Sam Olajubutu os 


It’s Not Smart to 
Sell Sam Short 


At 5-9, Sam Olajubutu doesn’t fit 
the profile of an SEC linebacker. 

“Hey, he doesn’t fit the profile at 
most Division I schools,” Arkansas 
defensive coordinator Reggie Herring 
said. 

No matter. Olajubutu is a stick of 
dynamite who fits into Herring's 
blitzing 4-3 defense well enough to 
have led the team in tackles (118) 
and rank third in the conference. 

“In all honesty, I would never go 
recruit three Sam Olajubutus,” 
Herring said. “But I would take three 
of him right now and probably beat 
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the pants off anybody.” 

Officially, Olajubutu stands 5-9, 
229 pounds and was the SEC's short- 
est starting linebacker last season. 
The league’s average linebacker 
height was 6-1. 

Opponents occasionally overmatch 
Olajubutu because of his size, but not 
often. His explosiveness and instincts 
make him the centerpiece of a defense 
built on speed. Herring calls him the 
total package, able to drop ball carri- 
ers, blitz and cover tight ends and 
backs man-to-man. 

Wrecking offenses came naturally to 
him at LaGrange (Ga.) High, where 
Olajubutu was the state’s 3A defensive 
Player of the Year as a senior. But 
Georgia passed and even nearby 
Auburn, which has made a living off 
developing undersized linebackers, 
wouldn't take a chance on him. 

Arkansas coach Houston Nutt decid- 
ed Olajubutu was worth a scholarship 
after watching him dominate oppo- 
nents on the wrestling mat. Olajubutu 
was ranked No. 1 in Georgia's 215- 
pound weight class as a senior. 

“Tm sure my size caused a lot of 
teams to back away from me,” 
Olajubutu said. “I’m glad Arkansas 
gave me a chance. I want to show they 
made a good decision.” 

Games like the ones he had against 
Alabama (16 tackles) and Auburn (18 
tackles) have validated Olajubutu’s abil- 
ity and helped land him on the watch 
lists for the Butkus and Lott awards. 

SEC coaches have come around, too. 
They named Olajubutu first-team all- 
conference after his junior season. 

“He hit our guards a couple of times 
and really knocked them back,” 
Alabama coach Mike Shula said. “Our 
offensive coaches have a lot of respect 
for him and the way he plays.” 

Herring figures it’s a blessing that 
Olajubutu is shorter than most major- 
college linebackers because it drives 
him harder than most players. 

“He's a rarity,” Herring said. “He's 
been playing in the land of the giants 
and he is one of the giants. He doesn’t 
look the part, but he plays the part.” 


Jeremy Davis, Brian Vavra and Stephen 
Arnold will compete. None has attempt- 
ed a field goal in a college game and 


didn’t overwhelm anyone in the spring. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Opening with Southern California 
and going through the SEC grinder 
doesn't sound like a recipe for success, 
but look closer. USC will be breaking in 
a lot of newbies, including a quarterback, 
and Reynolds Razorback Stadium will be 
rockin. The rest of the non-conference 
opponents are rent-a-victims. 

The conference lineup? Yeah, it’s 
tough as always. But most of the heavy- 
weights have to come to Arkansas — 
LSU. 


Razorbacks play at Auburn, but their 


Alabama, Tennessee and The 
other road destinations are Vanderbilt, 
South Carolina and Mississippi State. 
Bottom line: Arkansas should get bowl 
eligible off its home games alone. Throw 
in a couple of road wins — not unrea- 


sonable, given the opponents and the 


and 


Hogs’ expected improvement 
they'll double last year’s win total. 
— Scott Cain 


hg | 


“Sept. 3 USC 
Sept.9 UTAH STATE 
Sept. 16 at Vanderbilt _ 

"Sept. 23 ALABAMA 

“Oct. 7 at Auburn — 
Oct.14  S.E. MISSOURI STATE 

Oct. 21 OLE MISS 

“Oct. 28  LOUISIANA-MONROE 

"Nov. 4 at South Carolina 
Nov. 11 TENNESSEE 

‘Nov.18 at Mississippi State 

“Nov. 25 rs 
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HIBBETT SPORTS: 


For a location near you visit WWW.hibbett.com 


AUBURN 


9-3 overall, 7-1 SEC (T-1st, West) 


Tommy Tuberville — At Auburn: 58-25, 
_ 7 years; overall: 85-47, 12 years — 

RETURNING STARTERS 
13; 5 often, 6 defense, kicker, Hauge 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Kenny Irons, WR Courtney Taylor, 
QB Brandon Cox, DE Quentin Groves, 
NG Josh Thompson, LB Will Herring 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Tigers are deep and experienced at 
many spots, with 23 seniors. The trio of 
Irons, Taylor and Cox is as good as any in 
the SEC. Defensive speed should ensure 
_ the Tigers stay strong on that side of the 
- ball. Punter Kody Bliss and kicker John. 
Vaughn are solid and experienced. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


_ off Cox, who loses three experienced 
receivers. There are new starters i inthe — 
interior defensive line, and uncertainty at 
three of four positions in the secondary. 
With no open dates, this team better be 
in top shape. 


DET 
OT Marcus McNeil, OT Troy Reddick, | 
WR Devin Aromashodu, LB Travis 
- Williams, NG Tommy Jackson, DE Stanley 
McClover 


_ Auburn has some personnel questions, 

although they don’t appear to be so great 

that they can’t be overcome. This is the 

time for young, talented defensive players 

to arrive as contributors; if that happens, 

Auburn will contend for the peae title 
and a big bowl. 


1) ti 


Two new tackles have to keep pass rushers 


For more coverage of the Tigers, Visit wuwuww. auburn.rivals.com 


Tigers Primed for Another Prowl Near Top of SEC 


The program Tommy Tuberville 
inherited barely resembles the one that 
enters this season with expectations of 
competing for an SEC championship. 

When Tuberville and his staff arrived 
from Ole Miss in December 1998, they 
found a program suffering from the 
inside out. Recruiting and attrition prob- 
lems had depleted the depth and experi- 
ence, especially along the offensive and 
defensive lines. When the coaches looked 
deeper, they saw a team torn by dissen- 
sion and discipline problems. 

Eight years, 58 victories and an 
undefeated season later, Auburn is one 
of the model programs in the confer- 
ence. With depth and experience at 
most positions and older players lead- 
ing the way on and off the field, the 
Tigers have won 16 of their past 17 
SEC games and earned at least a share 
of the Western Division title in five of 
the past six seasons. 

“We've done a lot of work in a lot of 
areas and the program has gotten better 
and stronger in almost everything we're 
doing, from our recruiting to our 
strength and conditioning program, our 
academic program, our graduation rates 
and building the character of our play- 
ers,” Tuberville said. “We're at the point 
where winning eight or nine games is sort 
of a disappointment and we expect to 
have a chance to compete for a champi- 
onship every year.” 

To do that the Tigers must find a way 
to overcome the loss of 11 starters and 
some valuable leaders from a senior class 
that won 39 games in four seasons. 


seniors like 


“When 
Courtney 


you've got 
Taylor, Kenny Irons, Will 
Herring, you've got good senior leader- 
ship,” Tuberville said. “We're going to 
have 23 seniors, the most we've had since 
we've been here. When you've got seniors, 
you've got a chance.” 

The Tigers must replace three key ele- 
ments of their running game in offensive 
tackles Marcus McNeil and Troy Reddick 
and fullback Jake Slaughter, as well as 
experienced receivers Ben Obamanu, 
Devin Aromashodu and Anthony Mix 
and tight end Cooper Wallace. 

On defense, the Tigers start over with 
a new coordinator, Will Muschamp, a 
new linebacker coach, James Willis, and 
five new starters. 

Still, Auburn has plenty of reasons 
to believe it should compete for all the 
big prizes — from the SEC West divi- 
sion title, to the overall conference 
championship, to a BCS game, to the 
national title. 

“We feel like we have the players here 
in our program where we feel like we can 
win each week, no matter who we play,” 
Tuberville said. “We're not in the prom- 
ised land, but we feel like we've got one of 
the better programs in the country now. 
We might not win every game, but we'll 
have a chance.” 


OFFENSE 


Auburn's trio of offensive playmakers 
— tailback Kenny Irons, wide receiver 
Courtney Taylor and quarterback 
Brandon Cox — is as good as any in the 


SEC. Irons led the SEC with 107.8 rush- 
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Kenny [rons Photo by Michael Schwarz for TSN 
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ing yards per game and earned first-team 
all-conference honors. Cox finished sec- 
ond in the SEC in passing efficiency and 
passing yards per game (218.7). 

Taylor's stats slipped in 2005 due to 
nagging injuries and the presence of so 
many offensive weapons, but he was 
healthy and dangerous in the spring. He 
has good size and speed and is ready to 
challenge for all-conference honors. 

With three returning starters on the 
line — center Joe Cope, guards Tim 
Duckworth and Ben Grubbs — the chal- 
lenge becomes finding the right players to 
complement the strong interior. Junior 
King Dunlap emerged from spring as the 
starter at left tackle, while versatile senior 
Jonathan Palmer, junior Leon Hart and 
sophomore Antwon Daniels continue to 


compete at right tackle. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 194.1 ypg rushing (2nd in SEC/25th NCAA), 215.8 ypg passing (7th/70th), 409.8 ypg total offense (1st/37th), 32.2 ppg (1st/80th) 


POS STARTER R 
QB Brandon Cox* Ur. 
RB Kenny Irons* Sr. 
FB AndrewTurman sd. 
Courtney Taylor Sr. 
Prechae Rodriguez Jr. 
TE Cole Bennett Sr. 
LT King Dunlap Jr. 
LG Ben Grubbs* Sr. 


COMMENT 


C Joe Cope* Sr. Smart player overcomes lack of size (276 pounds). 
RG TimDuckworth* Sr. 

RT Leon Hart Jr. Might be better suited for guard. 

“Returning starter 


Proven playmaker, must now become leader. 

Had streak of six consecutive 100-yard games last season. 
Walk-on with limited experience. 

Go-to receiver with history of big plays; 99 career catches. 
Will have every chance to improve on 13 catches of 2005. 
Solid, experienced blocker started three games last year. 
Huge (6-8, 313) and ready for his starting opportunity. 
Solid, underrated returning starter. 


Rugged returning starter was limited in spring by knee. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Blake Field, So. 

Brad Lester, So. 
Steven Gowland, Fr. 
Robert Dunn, So. 
Rodgeriqus Smith, So. 
Tommy Trott, Fr. 
Oscar Gonzalez, Fr. 
Tyronne Green, So. 
Jonathan Palmer, Sr. 
Nathan Farrow, So. 
Antwoin Daniels, So. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 116.2 ypg rushing (5th in SEC/22nd NCAA), 189 ypg passing (7th/32nd), 315.2 ypg total defense (6th/19th), 15.5 ppg (Srd/6th) 


Pos 
DE  MarquiesGunn’ Sr. 
DT JoshThompson Jr. 
DT ‘Chris Browder Sr. 
DE Quentin Groves Jr 
LB Will Herring* Sr. 
LB Karibi Dede* Sr. 
LB Merrilldohnson ~—So. 
CB David Irons* Sr. 
CB Jonathan Wilhite” dr. 
$$ Eric Brock* Ur. 
FS Tristan Davis So. 


STARTER COMMENT 


“Returning starter 


At receiver, the Tigers are counting on 
junior Prechae Rodriguez (13 catches, 
240 yards) and sophomore Robert Dunn, 
as well as a combination of redshirt fresh- 
men and true freshmen, particularly 
highly regarded signee Tim Hawthorne. 

Senior Cole Bennett brings experi- 
ence to the tight end position, but the 
coaches are especially excited about red- 
shirt freshmen Tommy Trott and Gabe 
McKenzie. 

Projected starting fullback Mike 
McLaughlin suffered a knee injury in 
the spring and could miss the season. 
The lack of experience at fullback 
leaves offensive coordinator Al Borges 
looking at other possibilities with his 
scheme. 

“Two years ago we were a two-tailback 
offense because we had Carnell Williams 


Emerged as one of team’s best players in 2005. 
Expected to be key player up front after good spring. 
Making move from end to tackle. 

Had six sacks last season, but needs more consistency. 
Team’s leading tackler (69) moves from free safety. 
Started 12 games at OLB last season; now in middle. 
Still trying to win starting job. 

Second-team All-SEC last season by the AP. 

Started final six games, but still battling Pitts for time. 
Must build on last year's experience (35 tackles). 
Ready to settle in after bouncing between DB and RB. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Octavius Balkcom, So. 
Tez Doolittle, So. 
Sen'Derrick Marks, Fr. 
Antonio Coleman, Fr. 
Kevin Sears, Sr. 

Chris Evans, So. 

Tray Blackmon, Fr. 
Aairon Savage, Fr. 
Montavis Pitts, Sr. 
Steve Gandy, So. 
Lorenzo Ferguson, So. 


and Ronnie Brown, and last year we used 


more fullbacks and one-back looks 
because we had four good experienced 
receivers,” Borges said. “This year we 
might try to tap into Tommy Trott’s 


receiving skills.” 


DEFENSE 

Coordinator Will Muschamp is back 
in his old SEC stomping grounds. He was 
a Georgia safety, Auburn graduate assis- 
tant and LSU defensive coordinator 
before following Nick Saban to the NFLs 
Miami Dolphins 
Muschamp replaces David Gibbs, who 


for one season. 
never seemed to fit in and lasted only one 
year at Auburn before returning to the 
NEL. 


Muschamp brought contagious enthu- 
siasm, an attacking style and some per- 


WWLWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2006 


TIGERS RECRUITING 2006 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


Tim Hawthorne, WR 

One of the top wide receiver prospects in the country, Hawthorne can 
step in right away and contribute as a freshman for an Auburn 
receivers corps that lost some talent after last season. The 6-2, 199- 
pounder has the size and speed to develop into a big-time SEC play- 
er. 


Chris Slaughter, WR 

“4 One of the most prolific receivers in the history of Georgia high school 
=| football, Slaughter enjoyed a stellar senior season and like Hawthorne, 
is expected to be able to make a contribution right away in the Tigers 
passing game. 


Greg Smith, DT 

One of the top junior college defensive linemen in the country, the 6- 
1, 315-pound Smith is a space eater who likely will see some action 
during his first season on the Plains, Smith had 37 tackles for loss his 
senior season of high school. 


Hr., Wr. = Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


OL 6-4,295 ©6600 Nashville, TN Brentwood Academy 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 15 offensive guard. ... No. 3 recruit in 
Tennessee. ... Did not allow a sack as a senior. 


BLANC, Mike DT 6-4,265 ©©© Pompano Beach, FL deertield Beach 


Rivals.com’s No. 60 defensive tackle. ... No. 89 recruit in Florida. ... Four-year starter. 


CAUDLE, Neil QB 62,191 ©@O0 Hoover, AL Spain Park 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 7 pro-style quarterback. ... No, 8 recruit in 
Alabama. ... Played only three games as a Senior due to injury. ... Passed for 1,634 yards 
and ran for 424 as a junior. 


CLAYTON, Zach DT 63,250 9° Opelika, AL Opelika 


All-state. ... Had six sacks as a senior. ... Holds state Class 6A discus record. 


EDDINS, Bart DT 6-4,262 9°00 Montgomery, AL Trinity 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 17 defensive tackle. ... No. 11 recruit in 
Alabama. ... Son of former Auburn standout Liston Eddins. 


ENSMINGER, Steven QB 6-2,182 oo West Monroe, LA W. Monroe 


Passed for 1,770 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. ... Led team to Class 5A state 
title. 


ETHERIDGE, Zaccheus OB 6-0,174 ooo Troy, AL Henderson 
Rivals.com's No. 31 cornerback. ... No. 15 recruit in Alabama. ... Had 89 tackles and 
three interceptions as a senior. 


FANNIN, Mario ATH 5-10,204 ©0900 Hampton, GA Lovejoy 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 23 athlete. ... No. 12 recruit in Georgia. ... 
Passed for more than 1,000 yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior. ... Rushed for 1,200 
yards and 12 touchdowns. 


GOGGANS, Michael TE 62,247 ©600 Alexander City, AL Benjamin Russel 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 9 tight end. ... No. 10 recruit in Alabama. ... All- 


DE 6-3,235 ©0060 Enterprise, AL Enterprise 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 13 strongside defensive end. ... No. 7 recruit in 
Alabama. ... Had 10 sacks as a senior. ... All-state. 


HARRIS, Bo ATH 6-2,213 oo0 Conyers, GA Heritage 
Rivals.com's No. 56 outside linebacker. ... Started at quarterback, running back and line- 
backer in high school. ... Averaged 9.6 yards per carry as a senior. 


HAWTHORNE, Tim WR 6-2,199 ©0600 Birmingham, AL Homewood 
Rivals.com’s No. 49 overall recruit. ... No. 4 wide receiver. ... No. 2 recruit in Alabama. 
... Caught 72 passes for 996 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior. 


ISOM, Byron DT 62,253 oo° Jonesboro, GA Lovejoy 
Rivals.com’s No. 56 defensive tackle. ... No. 48 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 12 sacks as a 
senior. 
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THE SLEEPER 


ask Leverette, LB Ooooes 


The 6-0, 205-pound Leverette is the | Total Stars 

quintessential Auburn linebacker. He’s . 

a bit undersized, but is fast, athletic fRAGAUEUUCI at 

and a big-time tackler. He racked up 

121 solo tackles during his senior sea- £O07 (IEEDS 

son at Hattiesburg (Miss.) High. The Auburn graduated two senior tackles (Marcus McNeill 

Tigers beat Ole Miss and others for his and Troy Reddick) after the ‘05 season, but did not sign 

signature. a true offensive tackle in '06 (they project Tilley at guard). 
The Tigers look to sign two big offensive tackles as well 
as a true center in ‘07. After signing only one defensive 
back in '05, the secondary will also be a high priority. 
Auburn hasn't signed a fullback since 2004 (Mike 
McLaughlin), and he recently tore his ACL. The depth 
behind McLaughlin consists of walk-ons, so the Tigers 
will look for a bruiser to add to the list this year. 


Stars HomeTown Scnoor 


LEVERETTE, Hendrick LB 6-0,205 990 Hattiesburg, MS Oak Grove 
Rivals.com’s No. 20 outside linebacker. ... No. 12 recruit in Mississippi. ... Led state 
with 203 tackles as a junior. 


MILLER, Bryant DE 6-3,233 ©O00 Miami, FL Central 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 6 weakside defensive end. ... No. 39 recruit in 
Florida. 


RICKS, Jermarcus DT 63,288 ©O°00 Leighton, AL Colbert County 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 13 defensive tackle. ... No. 6 recruit in 
Alabama. 


ROSE, Alex WR 62,199 990 Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Rivals.com's No. 47 wide receiver. ... No. 59 recruit in Florida. ... Topped 500 receiving 
yards and five touchdowns as a senior. 


ROSEMAN, Darrell DE 6-323) ooo Clearwater, FL Dunedin 
Rivals.com's No. 60 strongside defensive end. ... No. 99 recruit in Florida. ... Had 12 
sacks as a senior. 


SHOEMAKER, Ryan K 60,199 O° Birmingham, AL oak Mountain 
First-team all-state. ... Averaged 42.5 yards per punt as a junior. ... Was 12 of 18 in field 
goals, including a season-long 48-yarder as a senior. 


SLAUGHTER, Chris WR 6-3,170 OOo  FortValley,GA Peach County 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 13 wide receiver. ... No. 7 recruit in Georgia. 
... Set a state record with 23 touchdown catches as a senior. ... Had 1,350 receiving 
yards. 


SMITH, Greg DT 6-1,315 ©oO00 Booneville, MS NE. Miss. CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 5 junior college recruit. ... Originally signed with Auburn out of 
Chattanooga (Tenn.) Tyner. 


STEVENS, Craig LB 6-3,210 ©900  fTallahassee,FL _Lincoln 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 18 outside linebacker. ... No. 41 recruit in 
Florida. ... Had 120 tackles and five sacks as a senior. ... Second-team all-state. 


TATE, Benjamin RB 5-10,204 0000 Newark,MD SnowHill 
Rivals.com’s No. 41 overall recruit. ... No. 6 running back. ... No. 2 recruit in Maryland. 
... Set state record with 5,920 career rushing yards and 2,886 yards as a senior. ... 
Averaged 10.9 yards per carry in career. ... Enrolled for spring semester 


TILLEY, Lee OL 65,317 ©O900 Columbus, OH Franklin Heights 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 offensive tackle. ... No. 13 recruit in Ohio. ... Two-time first-team 
all-state. 


ZACHERY, Terrell WR 60,18 Oooo Wailley, AL Wadley 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 21 wide receiver. ... No. 12 recruit in Alabama. 
... Set state record with 4,672 receiving yards. 
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Individual Stats 


Name 


ULYSSES ALEXANDER 
OCTAVIUS BALKCOM 
COLE BENNETT 
JUSTIN BERRYMAN 
MONTEZ BILLINGS 
TRAY BLACKMON 
KODY BLISS 

CALVIN BOOKER 
JASON BOSLEY 
ERIC BROCK 
CHRISTOPHER BROWDER 
ANTHONY CAMPBELL 
BRETT CARR 

MATT CLARK 
ANTONIO COLEMAN 
PETE COMPTON 

JOE COPE 

BRANDON COX 
ANTWOIN DANIELS 
TRISTAN DAVIS 
JOSH DEBIN 
KARIBI DEDE 
TYLER DIPACE 

TEZ DOOLITTLE 
TIM DUCKWORTH 
KING DUNLAP 
ROBERT DUNN 
CHRIS EVANS 
NATHAN FARROW 
LORENZO FERGUSON 
BLAKE FIELD 
STEVE GANDY 

ZACH GILBERT 
JOSH GREGORY 
OSCAR GONZALEZ 
STEVEN GOWLAND 
TYRONNE GREEN 
QUENTIN GROVES 
BEN GRUBBS 

LEE GUESS 
MARQUIES GUNN 
BRANDON HALEY 
COURTNEY HARDEN 
LEON HART 
MICHAEL HATTER 
BRANT HAYNIE 
JOSH HEBERT 
WILL HERRING 


| TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


4 


Hometown . Name 


Miami, FL PERRY HOOPER 
Blakely, GA ALONZO HORTON 
Dalton, GA ALEX HOWELL 
Alpharetta, GA AUSTIN HOYT 
Pelham, 4 DAVID IRONS 
LaGrange, GA KENNY IRONS 
Brentwood, TN ANTHONY JEMISON 
Atlanta, GA MERRILL JOHNSON 
Huntsville ZACH KUTCH 
Alexander City PATRICK LEE 
Camden BRAD LESTER 
Hialeah, FL SEN'DERRICK MARKS 
Niceville, FL PATRICK MARTYN 
Grayson, GA ANDREW MCCAIN 
Mobile WALTER MCFADDEN 
Brentwood, TN GABE MCKENZIE 
Andalusia MIKE MCLAUGHLIN 
Trussville MATTHEW MOTLEY 
Forsyth, GA JONATHAN PALMER 
East Point, GA DANNY PERRY 
Prattville MARK PICKETT 
Woodbridge, VA MONTAVIS PITTS 
Acton JERRAUD POWERS 
Opelika JAMOGA RAMSEY 
Taylorsville, MS JIM REED 
Brentwood, TN PRECHAE RODRIGUEZ 
Augusta, GA PETE RUZICKA 
Prichard AATRON SAVAGE 
Birmingham KEVIN SEARS 
Miami, FL JACOB SHIREY 
Thomasville, GA ROBERT SHIVER 
Waynesboro, MS BLAKE SHRADER 
Florence PAT SIMS 
Trinity RODGERIQUS SMITH 
Hialeah, FL TRE SMITH 
Lilburn, GA CARL STEWART 
Pensacola, FL BRIAN SUMMERHILL 
Greenville, MS JAMES SWINTON 
Eclectic 4 BEN TATE 
Trussville COURTNEY TAYLOR 
Alexander City JOSH THOMPSON 
Lakeland, FL PATRICK TRAHAN 
Leighton TOMMY TROTT 
Columbia, SC ANDREW TURMAN 
Snellville, GA JOHN VAUGHN 
Gadsden JONATHAN VICKERS 
Houston, TX JONATHAN WILHITE 
JARVEZ WILLIAMS 


Yds TD Lon 
2324 15 


B. Obomar 2 
D. Ar hodu. 12 19.0 
A. Mix 12 23 « 12.5 


Tackles: Herring T. Williams 68, A. Williams 
Interceptions: Eight with 1 

Sacks: McGlover 8, Dic 

Tackles for los: lc 2 : Dicken 
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Hometown 


Montgomery 
New Orleans, LA 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Dacula, GA 
Dacula, GA 
McCalla 

Butler 

Milton, FL 
Miami, FL 
Lilburn, GA 
Mobile 

New Orleans, LA 


Birmingham 
Pompano Beach, FL] 
Mobile 
Waynesboro, MS 
Opelika 


Decatur, GA 
Auburn 
Thomasville, GA 
Loachapoka 
Decatur 

Delray Beach, FL 
Gunnersville 
Tampa, FL 
Cranberry Twp, PA 
Albany, GA 
Russellville 

Fort Payne 
Thomasville, GA 
Stevenson 

Ft Lauderdale, FL 
Snellville, GA 
Venice, FL 
Alcoa, TN 
Alworth 

Tucker, GA 
Newark, MD 
Carrollton 
Statesboro, GA 
New Orleans, LA 
Montgomery 
Hoover 
Brentwood, TN 
Athens 

Montoe, LA 


Montgomery 


Results 


i vs. Wisconsin 10-24 


4 NOTEBOOK 


ith no open dates in 2006, the coaches 
Wine the Tigers through three straight 
weeks of spring practice with few breaks. 

“We did that intentionally,” coach Tommy 
Tuberville said. “We made spring very physical and 
got it done in a short period of time, with 15 prac- 
tices in 21 days. We pushed them physically and 
mentally in a short period of time like we're going 
to have to do this fall.” 

© Of all the changes Auburn made in the spring 
none worked better than moving second-team all- 
SEC free safety Will Herring to outside linebacker. 
At 6-3, 220 pounds, he’s the right size for an 
Auburn linebacker and he’s been one of the team’s 
better tacklers against the run the past two sea- 
sons. 

“Here's an all-conference safety and we asked 
him to move to linebacker before his senior season 
and with no hesitation he made the move and did 
a great job in the spring,” Tuberville said. 

Herring's move remains contingent on the per- 
formance of sophomores Tristan Davis and 
Lorenzo Ferguson at free safety. Davis split his 
time between safety and tailback last season; the 
coaches rave about his talent, but he’s still got a 
lot to prove. 

“We're not going to go into the season without 
a guy that we really feel like can get the job done 
at safety,” Tuberville said. “Linebackers make some 
mistakes, but when safeties make mistakes, you 
have problems.” 

© RG guard Tim Duckworth (knee), DE Tez 
Doolittle (knee), LB Kevin Sears (knee) and LG 
Ben Grubbs (ankle) saw limited time in the spring, 
while the Tigers lost projected starting FB Mike 
McLaughlin to a potential season-ending knee 
injury. The Tigers don’t have any scholarship full- 
backs available, so they'll have to find someone 
among junior Andrew Turman, converted tight end 
Danny Perry, or some redshirt freshmen. 

e Sophomore Blake Field, who started the 
Western Kentucky game last year, held on to his 
No. 2 quarterback spot ahead of sophomore Calvin 
Booker, but offensive coordinator Al Borges indi- 
cated he wasn’t all that pleased with either player 
in the spring. 


(9-3, 7-1) 


‘ w 0 
; WwW Western Kentucky 37-14 
w South Carolina 48-7 

W at Arkansas 34-17 ] 

— ars or 17-20) 


Ole Miss 27-3 
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AUBURN 


sonnel changes in the spring. Second- 
team All-SEC free safety Will Herring 
willingly moved to linebacker, where he 
looked like a natural. 

“That makes you feel good about your 
program when one of your stars would 
make a move for the good of the team, 
but I think it will be a good move for 
him, too,” Tuberville said. 

Senior Karibi Dede moved from out- 


2006 WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


side linebacker to the middle as Auburn 
tried to put the puzzle pieces in the right 
place following the loss of talented line- 
backers Travis Williams and Antarious 
Williams. 

There was some mixing and matching 
up front where the Tigers lost end 
Stanley McClover early to the NFL, and 
tackles Tommy Jackson and Wayne 
Dickens. Senior Christopher Browder 
moved from end to tackle, where he will 
have to hold off promising redshirt fresh- 
man Sen’Derrick Marks. Junior nose 
guard Josh Thompson was selected 
Auburn’s most improved defensive line- 
man in the spring. 

Ends Marquies Gunn (12.5 tackles 
for loss, 16 quarterback hurries) and 
Quentin Groves (six sacks, eight tack- 
les for loss) don’t have great girth, but 
they do have full-time motors. And 
they are two of the reasons why 
Auburn’s defensive front should still be 
very formidable. 


The Tigers have a solid senior duo in 
place-kicker John Vaughn and punter 
Kody Bliss. Bliss led the SEC with 44.9 
yards per punt and earned first-team 
all-conference honors. Vaughn must 
continue to bounce back from an oth- 
erwise solid season marked by one frus- 
trating game. He made 12 of 20 field 
goals, including a last-second game- 
winner against Georgia, but he also 
missed five kicks in the 20-17 overtime 
loss to LSU. 

In the return game, the Tigers are 


looking for someone to replace Tre 


a 


Lou Holtz didn’t think | 
much of Irons during Irons’ § 
two seasons at South 
Carolina ... and that turned | gf 
out to be the Gamecocks’ | 
loss. Irons transferred to | 
Auburn, sat out a season, © 
barely played in the 2005 , 
opener, got off to a slow | 
start ... and then launched 
into stardom midway 
through the season. Irons finished with 1,293 
rushing yards, the sixth-best total in Aubum 
history, and he led the SEC with 107.8 yards per 
game. 


EMERGING STAR 


Tommy Jackson spent the 
past two seasons anchoring | 
the middle of the Aubum | ff 
defense, stuffing the run- | 
ning game and chasing | 
down ballcarriers from side- | 
line to sideline. Now it’s 
Thompson's turn to step 
into that role. Like Jackson, 
Thompson's motor runs all * 
the time and he’s a leader 
by word and example. He spent the spring estab- 
lishing himself as a starter and earned Auburn's 
most improved defensive lineman award. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


It had to be difficult for 
the coaches to resist temp- — , 
tation and still redshirt 
Blackmon in 2005. He came |gy 
to Auburn as the team’s top 
signee in 2005 and spent | 
his first spring making a | 
positive impression at the 
expense of sophomore | 
Merrill Johnson, who 
missed most of the spring 
with injuries. If Johnson doesn’t get and stay 
healthy in the preseason, it will be tough to 
keep Blackmon out of the lineup. 
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Cox’s Next Step — 
League Title Game 


If offensive coordinator Al Borges 
has his way this season, quarterback 
Brandon Cox will complete 65 per- 
cent of his passes and improve his 
touchdown-to-interception ratio. 
Even better, Cox will be a champi- 
onship quarterback. 

“He's proven he can win. Now he’s 
got to prove he can be a champion,” 
Borges said. “That’s where Brandon’s 
next step has to take him, to go from 
a good quarterback to a champi- 
onship quarterback. That’s how 
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you're remembered — when you can 
win big.” 

Winning the SEC Western Division 
outright and playing in the SEC 
Championship Game has to be the next 
logical step for Cox as he enters his 
second season as a starter. 

Cox accomplished much in his first 
season as a starter, completing 57.8 
percent of his 306 passes for 2,324 
yards with 15 touchdowns and eight 
interceptions. He also grew into the 
job, overcoming a shaky opener 
against Georgia Tech (342 yards but 
four interceptions) and emerging as 
the SEC’s second-leading quarterback 
in passing efficiency and passing yards 
per game (218.7). 

“Coming out in that first game 
against Georgia Tech and losing for 
the first time in a long time and me 
throwing interceptions, that was a 
tough way to start,” said Cox, a 6-2, 
201-pound junior. “But we stuck 
together and the guys told me they 
believed in me and we went on to 
have a good season.” 

The Tigers also came up short in a 
20-17 overtime loss to LSU, when 
they had to settle for six field-goal 
attempts, and never got going in a 
24-10 Capital One Bowl loss to 
Wisconsin. 

Borges sounds convinced Cox will 
continue to learn from those setbacks 
and be even better this season. 

“Just being in the arena in some real 
tough games will help him,” Borges 
said. “He's been on the road in the SEC 
and he’s been behind, like he was at 
Arkansas and LSU and Georgia, and 
he’s had to make some plays in crucial 
situations. You can’t replace that. 
That's invaluable for him. 

“Now the next step is instead of 
kicking field goals against LSU, we've 
got to turn those into touchdowns. In 
the spring, he did a real nice job of 
taking that next step. We’re real excit- 
ed about where he’s headed.” 


Smith, who struggled with fumbles last 
year. Courtney Taylor and Robert Dunn 
are the most likely candidates to return 
punts and kicks. 


Auburn trades Kentucky for Florida in 
the SEC and faces a schedule with no 
open dates. Still, if ever there was a 
schedule built for a championship run, 
this is it. 

The Tigers play LSU, Florida, Arkansas 
and Georgia at home, and Mississippi 
State, South Carolina and Ole Miss on the 
road. They also play Alabama in 
Tuscaloosa, but it’s important to remem- 
ber Auburn remains undefeated there. 

Said Tuberville: “Playing Florida, LSU 
and Georgia is tough no matter where 
you play them, but I'd rather play them at 
home.” 

Auburn scattered non-conference games 
against Washington State, Buffalo, Tulane 
and Arkansas State throughout the sched- 
ule to offer potential breaks. The Sept. 23 
home game against Buffalo is especially 
well-timed as it comes before a Thursday, 
Sept. 28, game at South Carolina. 

— Richard Scott 


Sept. 2 WASHINGTON STATE 
Sept. 9 at Mississippi State 
Sept. 16 isu 
“Sept. 23 BUFFALO 
Sept. 28 at South Carolina 
Oct. 7 ARKANSAS — 
Oct. 14 FLORIDA 
“Oct. 21 TULANE — 
" Oct. 28 at Ole Miss 
"Nov. 4 ARKANSAS STATE _ 
Nov. 11 GEORGIA 
Nov. 18 at Alabama 
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Whether rooting for your favorite Southeastern Conference team takes you across the street or across 
the country, you can be sure State Farm® will support you as much as you support your team. We have 
a streak of more than 60 years as the No. 1 car insurer, with more than 40 million fans nationwide. 
Join the winning team today. Call a State Farm agent today or visit statefarm.com®. 


State Farm is proud to be an Official SEC Corporate Partner. 


LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE? 


State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company 
Bloomington, IL * statefarm.com® 


FLORIDA 


‘Urban | Meyer = At Flori 
“preralls 48-11, 5 years 


recruiting classes, aswell. | 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


season, and there was still griping about 
the position this spring. There's not much 
depth at linebacker or in the secondary, — 


“nificantly at both spots. The offensive 
Rus is shaky, too. 7 


C Mike Degory, DE Jeremy Mincey, 
SS Jarvis Herring, CB Dee Webb, 
_WR Chad Jackson 


iek bee ” Chris Teak oat be pean 


_tating (freshman Tim Tebow is the only 
_ other scholarship QB on the roster), but fe 
_ if Leak can run the offense efficiently — 


he doesn’t have to be Alex Smith — 
_ the Gators should, at least, reach the SEC 


_ Championship Game 2: the first time 


since 2000. 
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"0B Chris Leak, WR Dallas Baker, WR Andre 
“Caldwell, DI Marcus Thomas, LB Brandon = 


Balt be hard to run against UF's feearase : 
front, and the return of DE Ray McDonald — 
from a knee injury will give an already 
strong pass rush a boost. If Caldwell’s bro-— 
ken leg is 100 percent, UF has dangerous _ : 
weapons at receiver. Team speed has been — 
significantly upgraded in Meyer's first two 


Nobody emerged as the No, 1 tailback last 


so freshmen might have to contribute sig- — 


With Urban Meyer, Good Things Come in Year 2 


Urban Meyer's offenses have always 
been better the second time around, and 
that has a lot of people in Gainesville 
hopeful that there will be more yards and 
points in 2006. 

Meyer's _—spread-option _ offense 
improved significantly in his second years 
at Bowling Green and Utah. Both teams 
made big leaps in points and yards per 
game, ran the ball better, threw it better, 
and certainly looked better. 

If that trend continues, watch out, SEC. 

“You have to keep adapting,” Meyer 
said. 

“The Year 1 offense at Utah was signif- 
icantly different from Year 2. They were 
far different from Bowling Green. You 
have to look at who you're playing. You 
have to look at what you have.” 

What Florida had in 2005 were prob- 
lems adapting to Meyer's spread-option. 
The Gators averaged 28.6 points and 373.4 
yards — the second-lowest scoring average 
in the past 13 years and the lowest yardage 
average since 1988 — and struggled with 
blocking schemes and option plays. 

Quarterback Chris Leak, a pocket 
passer, didn’t pick up the nuances of the 
option, and the lack of depth at receiver 
was further exposed when the Gators lost 
Andre Caldwell to a broken leg in the 
third game. 

Meyer had similar personnel and exe- 
cution problems at Bowling Green and 
Utah in his first season, but they were 
solved in Year 2. Is that going to happen 
at Florida? 


“It’s too early to tell,” offensive coordi- 


nator Dan Mullen said. 

“T think a lot of this offense comes down 
to the ability of our guys to make plays. If 
youre going to be an explosive, high-scor- 
ing offense, you have to make a lot of big 
plays and have a lot of big playmakers. If 
we get some guys that step up into that role 
and can do those things, that’s when you'll 
see the offensive explosion.” 

Meyer's 2002 Bowling Green team 
averaged 10 more points and 65 more 
yards per game than his first team. The 
Falcons also rushed for 733 more yards 
and 15 more touchdowns, and threw for 
371 more yards and six more touchdowns. 

The changes were even more dramatic 
at Utah. Meyer's 2004 Utah team aver- 
aged 16 more points and 125 more yards 
per game. The Utes also rushed for 907 
more yards and four more touchdowns, 
and threw for 596 more yards and 16 


more touchdowns. 


OFFENSE 


There are still questions about Chris 
Leak’s ability to run the offense efficient- 
ly. He doesn’t like to run, and he annoyed 
coaches by sliding instead of trying to get 
extra yardage that would have resulted in 
a first down. 

Still, he is the SEC’s most experienced 
quarterback, and he has thrown for 8,271 
yards and 65 touchdowns in his career. 

If Leak struggles, highly touted fresh- 
man Tim Tebow — who threw for 9,940 
yards and rushed for 3,169 in high school 
— will get more than just situational 
playing time. 
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Andre Caldwell, Dallas Baker and 
Jemalle Cornelius give the Gators three 
solid starters at receiver. They combined 
to catch 91 passes last season, which 
includes only 10 from Caldwell because 
he missed the last nine games with a bro- 
ken leg. Depth is the question, and red- 
shirt freshmen David Nelson and Louis 
Murphy and sophomore Nyan Boateng 
must contribute. 

There is an interesting situation at 
tight end. Starter Tate Casey returns, but 
he will be pushed by converted quarter- 
back Cornelius Ingram. Ingram is big 
(6-4, 235) and fast, and he spent most of 
the spring working with the receivers — 
and Meyer at one point said he was UF's 
best receiver on the field. 

The problem areas are running back 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 146.8 ypg rushing (5th in SEC/S6th in NCAA), 226.7 ypg passing (3rd/51st), 373.4 ypg total offense (5th/G1st), 28.6 pag (4th/48th) 


COM NT 


QB Chris Leak* Sr. 
RB Kestahn Moore* So. 


Much more comfortable now in spread option. 
This position still needs a lot of work. 


Tim Tebow, Fr. 
DeShawn Wynn, Sr.* 


FB Billy Latsko Sr. 
WR Andre Caldwell Sr. 


Staff realized how valuable he was last season. 
His 2005 injury (broken leg) devastated offense. 


Eric Rutledge, Jr. 
Jemalle Cornelius, Sr.* 


WR Dallas Baker* Sr. 
TE Tate Casey* Jr. 


Great in the spring. Now good in the fall? 
Position will be used more this season. 


David Nelson, Fr. 
Cornelius Ingram, So. 


LT Phil Trautwein Jr. 


Started as blocking TE last two games in ‘05. 


Jason Watkins, So. 


LG Simon Codrington _ Fr. 


Didn't allow a sack in high school. 


Maurice Hurt, Fr. 


C Steve Rissler Sr. Was a backup quard last season. Eddie Haupt, Fr. 
RG Ronnie Wilson Fr. Redshirted last season. Carl Johnson, Fr. 
RT Drew Miller Jr. Started first four games at guard last season. Carlton Medder, Jr. 
*Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 94.9 ypg rushing (4th in SEC/10th in NCAA), 204.9 ypg passing (8th/38th), 299.8 yng total defense (4th/Sth), 18.8 ppg (6th/18th) 


COMMENT 


DE Ray McDonald Sr. 


Knee injury limited him to six games last year. 


BREKUP/KEY OEPTH 


Joe Cohen, Sr.* 


DT Marcus Thomas* Sr. 


Considered leaving early for NFL; 26 career starts. 


Javier Estopinan, So. 


DT Steven Harris* Sr. 


Missed spring with personal issues. 


Clint McMillan, Jr. 


DE — Jarvis Moss Jr. 


Had team-high 7.5 sacks last season. 


Derrick Harvey, So. 


LB Earl Everett* Sr. UF's leading tackler in 2005 with 72. Ryan Stamper, Fr. 
LB _ Brandon Siler* Jr. Recovered seven fumbles last season. Jon Demps, So. 
LB Brian Crum Sr. __ Has flip-flopped between TE and LB. Eric Sledge, Fr. 


CB Avery Atkins So. Saw spot duty last season as true freshman. Tremaine McCollum, Sr. 
CB Reggie Lewis Sr. Converted receiver has to improve. Lamont Sheppard, So. 
SS Reggie Nelson* Jr —_—‘Knack for making big plays; 42 tackles in ’05. Dorian Munroe, Fr. 


FS Tony Joiner Jr. Had an impressive spring. 


“Returning starter 


and the offensive line. Meyer has criti- 
cized the backs for more than a year, and 
he has threatened to play without a tail- 
back if production didn’t improve. 

Markus Manson, Kestahn Moore and 
DeShawn Wynn battled all spring, but 
no one emerged as the go-to back. If 
none of those players makes a move, 
incoming freshmen Chevon Walker, 
who enrolled early, and Mon Williams 
will get chances. 

The line is anchored by center Steve 
Rissler, who started the final six games of 
last season at right guard. The other pro- 
Phil 


Simon 


jected starters — left tackle 


left 
Codrington, right guard Ronnie Wilson 


Trautwein, 


guard 


and right tackle Drew Miller — have a 


combined five starts. 


Bryan Thomas, Fr. 


DEFENSE 


The Gators, who ranked ninth nation- 
ally in total defense and 10th against the 
run last season, return all but two players 
from the front seven. 

Defensive ends Ray McDonald, who 
was limited in the spring as he returned 
from two knee surgeries, and Jarvis Moss 
give the Gators two of the league's best 
pass rushers. 

McDonald, a tackle his first two sea- 
sons, was flourishing at that position 
until suffering a knee injury after four 
games. Moss, who is finally healthy after 
dealing with a bone infection for two 
years, led the Gators with seven sacks. 

Tackles Marcus Thomas and Steven 
Harris are big run-stuffers. Thomas is the 
line’s leading returning tackler (45). The 
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ECRUITING 2006 


Percy Harvin, WR 
Ss The nation’s No. 1 overall prospect should factor into the return game 


immediately provided he can adjust to life as a college football player 
and the college game. Harvin is explosive and will be used to create 
in open space throughout his career as a Gator. 


Jarred Fayson, WR 

Fayson could play cornerback or quarterback in a pinch (that may be 
useful this season given Florida's depth chart at that position), but 
likely will be used with the ball in his hands. Like Harvin, Fayson has 
elite speed and will be able to get behind a secondary. 


Tim Tebow, QB 

The local kid who grew up a Gator fan and was the subject of a ultra- 
hyped recruiting battle with Alabama will get his shot to at least be the 
back-up this season. There have been rumors that Tebow, who seems 
to be the type of dual-threat quarterback Urban Meyer prefers, will see 
the field a lot more than most expect this season even with a three- 
year starter returning. 


TF SIEWCOMMERS OF MPF T 


Pos. Hr., Wr. Stars HOMETOWN 


ANDERSON, Martine = DB §-10,172 coe Fort Myers, FL Dunbar 
Rivals.com’s No. 43 cornerback. ... No. 94 recruit in Florida. ... Averaged 22.1 yards per catch 
as a senior. 


ANTWINE, Brandon DT 61,275 9000 — Garland, IX Garland 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 21 defensive tackle. ... No. 34 recruit in Texas. 
... Unanimous first-team all-state. 


BARRIE, Jim OL 65,310 oooo fTampa,Fl Berkeley Prep 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 15 offensive tackle. ... No, 34 recruit in Florida. 


COOPER, Riley ATH 6-4,208 9°00 Clearwater, FL Catholic 
Rivals.com No. 99 overall recruit. ... No. 10 athlete. ... No. 13 recruit in Florida. ... All-state 
wide receiver and safety. ... Had seven touchdown catches and five interceptions as a senior. 


CUNNINGHAM, Jermaine DE 6-4,196 oooo  StoneMtn,GA Stephenson 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 4 weakside defensive end. ... No. 8 recruit in Georgia. 
... Had 25 sacks as a senior. 


DOE, Dustin 1B 6-0,206 @oo0 Jasper, FL Suwannee 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 10 outside linebacker. ... No. 25 recruit in Florida. 


FAYSON, Jarred ATH 6-0,194 oooo Tampa, FL Hillsborough 
Rivals.com’s No. 47 overall recruit. ... No. 5 athlete... No. 5 recruit in Florida. ... Passed 
for 883 yards and rushed for 936 as a senior. 


GILBERT, Marcus OL 66,270 ©0000 Ft Lauderdale, FL s.. Aquinas 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 13 offensive tackle. ... No. 29 recruit in Florida. 


HARVIN, Percy WR 6-1,188 ©&660 Virginia Beach, VA Landstown 
Rivals.com’s No. 1 overall recruit. ... Rivals National Junior of the Year in 2004. ... Rushed for 
504 yards as a senior. ... Caught 58 passes for 1,016 yards and 17 touchdowns as a junior. 
... Parade All-American. 


HOBBS, Corey DT 63,3109 coco Oviedo, FL Oviedo 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 16 defensive tackle. ... No. 31 recruit in Florida. 


HORNSBY, Jamar ATH 6-3,195 @o@oo Jacksonville, FL Sandalwood 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 13 athlete. ... No. 22 recruit in Florida. ... 
Caught eight touchdowns passes and had five interceptions as a senior. 


HURT, Maurice OL 6-2,342 coo Milledgeville, GA Baldwin 
Rivals.com’s No. 38 offensive guard.... No. 39 recruit in Georgia. ... Three-year starter on 
offense and defense. 


JAMES, Brandon ATH 5-6,167 92°°° — St Augustine, FL st. Augustine 


Rivals.com’s No. 62 athlete. ... Rushed for 900 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior. 


JOHNSON, Carl OL = 6-6,348 ©6000 Durham, NC Southem 
Rivals.com’s No. 28 overall recruit. ... No. 3 offensive guard. ... No. 2 recruit in North 
Carolina. ... Enrolled for spring semester. 
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Brandon James, RB 


The 5-6 James is a very fast and shifty] Total Stars 
runner who could potentially factor 
into the return game or at slot receiver fabagawdutauiculbes 


as he develops throughout his career. 
If he were two inches taller, the Saint O07 (1EEDS 


Augustine (Fla.) High product would — Given that Chris Leak is out of eligibility following 
have had offers from nearly every this season, the Gators are hopeful that they can 
school in the country sign two QBs in this class as Tebow will be the only 

: scholarship quarterback on the roster after Leak 
departs. Florida also will look to sign three or four 
cornerbacks as that position is depleted and was 
hurt further by blue-chipper Patrick Robinson bolt- 
ing for Florida State on Signing Day. The Gators 
continue to try to build their offensive line, so look 
for them to sign at least four more trenchmen in 
this year's class, 


Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HomeTown 


JONES, Aw. LB 6-1,182 o©oo0  Tampa,FL Middleton 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No.13 outside linebacker. ... No. 27 recruit in 
Florida. ...Had 16 sacks as a junior. 


MARSH, Lawrence DE 65,269 000 Augusta, GA Josey 
Rivals.com’s No. 30 strongside defensive end. ... No. 24 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 14 
Sacks as a Senior. 


PIERRE-LOUIS, Wondy OB 6-0,176 o°© Naples, FL Lely 


Returned both his interceptions for touchdowns as a senior. ... Also played wide receiver. 


PUPELLO, Trent TE 6-3,245 2°°° Tampa, FL Jefferson 
Rivals.com’s No. 17 tight end. ... No. 38 recruit in Florida. ... Blocking tight end. 


RICKERSON, Jacques DB 5-10,176 ©@@© St Augustine, FL st Augustine 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 10 cornerback. ... No. 16 recruit in Florida. ... 
Had eight interceptions and two defensive touchdowns as a senior. 


ROBINSON, Derrick ATH 5-11,159 ooo Gainesville, FL PK Yonge 
Rivals.com’s No. 64 athlete. ... Also a highly touted baseball prospect. 


SANDERS, Terron DT 6-2,295 o©ooo  Bradenton,FL Southeast 


Rivals.com’s No. 26 defensive tackle. ...No. 50 recruit in Florida. ... Four-year starter. 


SPIKES, Brandon LB 6-4,235 O@oco Shelby, NC Crest Senior 
Rivals.com’s No. 13 overall recruit. ... No. 2 outside linebacker. ... No. 1 recruit in North 
Carolina. ... Had four sacks and four interceptions as a senior. 


TEBOW, Tim QB 63,217 ooooo Ponte Vedra Beach, FL Nease 
Rivals,com’s No. 22 overall recruit. ... No. 1 dual-threat quarterback. ... No. 3 recruit in 
Florida. ... Enrolled for spring semester. ... Parade All-American. ... Set several state 
career and single-season passing records. 


THOMAS, Bryan DB 6-0,185 @eoo Zephyrhills, FL Zephyrhills 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 12 safety. ... No. 43 recruit in Florida. ... Had 
three interceptions as a senior. 


WALKER, Chevon RB 5-10,18) oooo  FortMyers,FL ‘Riverdale 

Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 5 all-purpose back. ... No. 14 recruit in Florida. 
... Enrolled for spring semester. ... Rushed for 2,027 yards and 31 touchdowns as a 
senior. 


WILLIAMS, Justin WR 6-2,189 Oooo — Folkston, GA Charlton County 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s 15 wide receiver. ... No, 11 recruit in Georgia. 


WILLIAMS, Mon RB 6-2,192 gooo Mesquite, TX North Mesquite 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 12 running back. ... No. 16 recruit in Texas. ... 
Rushed for 1,672 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 
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NOTEBOOK 


GATORS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown Pos. Hr. Wr, Crass Hometown Ce Ingram was gone in December. 
99 LUTRELL ALFORD DL 6-2 200 Jr Gainesville 25 BRANDON KENDRICK RB 6-0 182 Fr _ Gainesville Then he wasn’t. Then he was again. Then he 
AVERY ATKINS __CB_5-11189 So _Daytona Beach 42_BILLYLATSKO —_—_—~HB 5-10 231 Sr_ Gainesville wasn't. ; 

DALLAS BAKER WR 6-3. 206 New Smyma Beach 12 CHRIS LEAK QB 6-0 210 Sr Charlotte, NC Ingram wanted to play quarterback at Florida, 
KALVIN BAKER LB 6-0 245 Columbus, GA 22 REGGIE LEWIS CB 5-10195 Sr Jacksonville nang down other schools who wanted him as a 
DEREK BALDRY TE 6-6 249 Gainesville 2 MARKUS MANSON RB 6-0 210 So Tuscaloosa, AL ee es eenee ss sphelless UE is al Pasa 
os Meyer moved him to tight end during bowl prac- 
RODERICK BLACKETT RB 5-10 215 Pompano Beach 26 J. MCCOLLUM CB 5-9 185 Sr Miami tices, Ingram thought several times about transfer- 
NYAN BOATENG = WR 6-2 205 Brooklyn, NY 18 _T. MCCOLLUM CB 5-8 175 St Miami ring. 
CAM BREWER WR 5-7 173 Gainesville 95 RAYMCDONALD DE 6-3 280 Sr _Belle Glade The redshirt sophomore is now glad he didn't. 
NICK BROOKS CB 6-0 207 Wamer Robins, GA 5 MICHAEL MCINTOSH WR 6-0 191 So Jacksonville Ingram flourished at tight end and receiver dur- 
5 ANDRE CALDWELL WR 6-1 200 Sr Tampa 98 CLINT MCMILLAN DT 6-1 282 Jr Oviedo ing the spring, and is eagerly awaiting the 2006 
42 REYNOLDS CANTAVE DB 5-10190 So Miami 73 CARLTON MEDDER OL 6-5 315 Jr Clermont season. 
17 CURTIS CARR S$ 5-10 184 Gainesville 7 DREWMILLER OL 6-5 305 Jr Sarasota Tm real happy. I can’t even explain it,” Ingram 
TATE CASEY TE 6-6 242 Longview, TX 33 KESTAHN MOORE RB 5-10 212 So Arlington, TX said..“Coach teh eg uel gs ah dest 
ee some plays, and I just try to take advantage of it as 
SIMON CODRINGTON OL 6-7 310 Miami 9% JARVIS MOSS DE 6-6 252 Jr Denton, TX 


much as possible.” 
JOE COHEN DT 6-2 292 Melbourne 34 DORIAN MUNROE S 6-0 201 Fr Miami Ingram worked at tight end and receiver in the 


TELLY CONCEPCION DB 5-6.5 159 Tampa 2 LOUISMURPHY WR 6-3 195 So St. Petersburg spring, and his size (6-4, 235) makes him a mis- 
JEMALLE CORNELIUS WR 5-11 190 Ft. Meade 14 __ ERIC NAPPY K_5-10180  Sr_ Gainesville match at both positions. He's too big for defensive 
BRIAN CRUM LB 6-3 237 Woodbine, GA 3 DAVID NELSON WR 5-9 208 Fr Wichita Falls, TX backs to handle, and too fast for most linebackers. 
JOHN CURTIS S 6-2 Cocoa Beach 1 REGGIENELSON $ 6-1 198 Jr Melbourne “He's really embraced the opportunity to make 


BRANDEN DANIEL 63 Pompano Beach 4 KYLENEWELL OL 6-8 279 Fr Tampa plays for this offense,” tight ends coach Steve 
JON DEMPS 6-4 Pensacola 3 MOISE PAU S 6-2 210 Jr Brooklyn, NY Addazio said. “He really is a great mismatch out 


JAMAAL DEVEAUX 6-0 Port St. Lucie 38 JONATHAN PHILLIPS K 5-11 195 So Wellington there. ues becoming a versatile guy. 
ee a on ee ° Florida landed one of the nation’s most sought- 
BYRON DYCE II 5-8 Gainesville 6 KYLE PUPELLO FB 6-2 235 So Tampa 


SS SSS ES after recruits in receiver Percy Harvin, but there are 
JAVIER ESTOPINAN 6-1 Miami 79 STEVERISSLER OL 6-3 310 Sr _ Sarasota some concerns about Harvin’s past. 
EARL EVERETT 1B 6-2 Webster 6 _DARRYON ROBINSON LB 6-0 235 Sr Gainesville He has been suspended several times, including 


RICHARD FETHEROLF S$ 5-11 Tallahassee 45 BUTCH ROWLEY  LS/QB6-1 205 So Orlando for making contact with a football official and for 
ANDREW FRITZE = -K 6-2 Ponce Inlet 9 ERICRUTLEDGE HB 6-0 243 Jr Gainesville using inappropriate language. He also was banned 
ANTHONY GAY RB 5-9 Orlando 1 VERNON SHELTON DL 6-0 250 So Gainesville from competing in track his senior season at 
DARRYL GRESHAM JR.DE 6-1 Roanoke, VA LAMONT SHEPPARD (CB 5-9 185 So Jacksonville Landstown High School in Virginia Beach, Va., after 
STEVEN HARRIS 6-4 Miami 40 BRANDON SILER LB 6-2 235 Jr Orlando an altercation with an opponent at a basketball 


DERRICK HARVEY 6-4 Greenbelt, MD 5 ERIC SLEDGE LB 6-2 212 Fr Apopka PLS > P 
a eee z — The coaches, however, say they believe Harvin — 

EDDIE HAUPT 6-4 Merritt Istand 3 JAMES SMITH LS 6-3 230 So Gainesville : z a 
= SSS = = who is expected to play extensively — will not be 

CHRIS HETLAND 6-0 Leesburg, GA 9 JOEY SORRENTINO WR 5-8 171 Fr Ocala a discipline problem at UF. 

BRAD HIERS 6-6 Bartow 1 RYAN STAMPER IB 6-1 228 fr Jacksonville ® Want a darkhorse candidate to be Florida’s 

TIM HIGGINS 5-7 Northville, MI 3 JIM TARIT OL 6-3 310 So Sopchoppy starting running back this season? How about 

CADE HOLLIDAY 5-11 Gainesville 15 TIM TEBOW QB 6-3 229 Fr _ St. Augustine freshman Mon Williams? 

TERRENCE HOLMES 5-11 Glassboro, NJ 4 MARCUS THOMAS DT 6-3 290 Sr Jacksonville Meyer has been unhappy with the running backs 

MAURICE HURT 6-2 Fr Milledgeville, GA 9 KENNETH TOOKES WR 6-2 209 Sr Jacksonville since he arrived in Gainesville in December 2004, 

ROBERT IJJAS 6-2 Clearwater 5 PHILTRAUTWEIN OL 6-6 309 Jr Voorhees, NJ and he threatened to play without a tailback this 
oa season if the position didn’t improve. He even said 
he wasn’t going to watch the “trash” he watched 
last season. 


CORNELIUS INGRAM 6-4 Hawthorne 7__JASON WATKINS OL 6-6 310 So _Lakeland 

KYLE JACKSON 6-1 Neptune Beach 28 CHEVON WALKER RB 6-0 192 Fr Fort Myers 

TONY JOINER S 5-11 208 Haines City 10 _ ERIC WILBUR P 6-1 203 Sr_Winter Park Williams, who rushed for 3,171 yards and 30 
62 ANDREW JOHNSON OL 6-1 235 Fr Parkland 58 MIKE WILLIAMSON LS 6-0 197 Fr Winter Park touchdowns in his final two seasons at Mesquite 
57 CARLJOHNSON OL 6-4 345 Fr _ Durham, NC 70 RONNIE WILSON OL _6-4 310 Fr Pompano Beach (Texas) Horn High School, could have the big-play 
92 BOBBY KANE K 6-0 183 Fr Coconut Creek 1 DESHAWN WYNN RB 5-11232 Sr Cincinnati, OH ability that seems to be missing from UF's other 
backs. 


(9-3, 5-3) 
Y passinc Yds TD Long Yds/G 
: 26 20 219 


35-9) 


Mississippi State 


Results 


_ RECEIVING . Yds 


900 


at South Carolina 
(\aals\nasis) Tackles; Everett 64 ¢ ; 
Intercep ions: V. verett 2, Herring : a} Horida State & 
Sacks: Moss 7.5, N S ! omas ¢ Outback Bowl 
; vs lowa 31-24 
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PAY MCDONALD 


Gators are two-deep with good quality 
across the line. 

Starters Brandon Siler and Earl Everett 
return at linebacker, Brian Crum, who 
has flip-flopped between tight end and 
linebacker throughout his career, inherits 
the outside spot opposite Everett, but he 
has been a marginal player. Depth will 
have to come from redshirt freshmen 
such as Eric Sledge and Ryan Stamper, 
and sophomore Jon Demps. 


The secondary also is a major concern. 


Reggie Nelson is solid at strong safety, 
and he showed a knack for making big 
plays in 2005: one interception, one fum- 
ble recovery, and he downed two punts at 
the 1-yard line against Mississippi State. 
The corners will be Reggie Lewis and 
Avery Atkins. Lewis, a converted wide 
receiver, struggled as a fifth and sixth defen- 
sive back last season. Atkins played mostly 
as a special teamer in 2005, but did have 
one interception and two pass breakups. 
Tony Joiner, who has played as a sixth 
defensive back the past two seasons, will 
start at free safety. Kyle Jackson — who 
blew coverages often last season as the 
starter, especially against Alabama — also 


will play. 


The Gators are solid in the kicking 
game with punter Eric Wilbur and kicker 
Chris 


awarded a scholarship last season. 


Hetland, a walk-on who was 

Wilbur averaged 41.7 yards per punt. 
Hetland won the kicking job during pre- 
season and made 13 of 16 field goal 
attempts. 

Hetland beat out Jonathan Phillips, a 
highly regarded signee who again will 
handle kickoffs. 

The return game is still undecided, but 
there are plenty of candidates to return 
kicks and punts: Andre Caldwell, Louis 
Murphy, Reggie Nelson, David Nelson, 
Markus Manson, Jemalle Cornelius and 
Nyan Boateng. 

Caldwell suffered his broken leg on a 


kickoff return, and that might keep Meyer 


BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


How valuable is he? When ; 
he suffered a broken leg © 
against Tennessee in the 
third game of the season, it 
decimated the offense. © 
Caldwell was the receiver | 
who carried the ball on 
reverses and handoffs, and — 
the Gators didn’t have any- | 
one else to step into that 
role. ... Had 336 all-purpose 
yards through first 2 1/2 games before his 
injury, and was averaging 31 yards per kickoff 
return. ... Scored UF's lone TD against Tennessee 
on an end-around in the first quarter. He suf- 
fered a broken leg on the second-half kickoff. 


EMERGING STAR 


Was one of the nation’s | 
most sought-after recruits | 
in 2003, but he failed to | 
qualify and spent the 2003 
and 2004 seasons at © 
Coffeyville (Kan.) Junior | 
College. The coaches 
brought him along slowly » 
last season despite clearly 
out-playing starter Kyle 
Jackson in limited action. 
He started four of the last five games, missing 
the bowl game with an ankle injury, and put up 
impressive numbers (46 tackles, one intercep- 
tion, one fumble recovery). ... He may be UF's 
best special teams player. He downed two punts 
at the 1-yard line against Mississippi State that 
led to a pair of safeties. ... Had seven tackles and 
an interception in first start, against Georgia. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


Ranked the nation’s top 
overall recruit by 
Rivals.com and the nation’s 
No. 2 overall recruit by == 
Scout.com. ... He's super | 


school history to win five a 
Rn 
passes for 1,313 yards and 


fast, becoming the only ; 
athlete in Virginia high | 4 

gold medals at the state 

track meet. ... Caught 75 

14 TDs as a senior at Landstown High School, 
also rushing for 504 yards and 13 TDs. 
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ANDRE CALOWELL 


Mr. Versatility 
Eager to Return 


Receiver Andre Caldwell spent 
most of his Saturdays last fall either 
on the sideline or in his room, and it 
drove him absolutely crazy. 

Caldwell was off to a good start in 
2005, with 336 all-purpose yards 
through the first 2 1/2 games, but 
the junior suffered a broken leg on 
the second-half kickoff against 
Tennessee. 

Not playing for the first time in his 
career was hard. 


“It got frustrating at times because I 
wanted to be out there helping my 
team win and competing like the other 
guys and I couldn't do it,” said 
Caldwell, who has 72 catches for 1,011 
yards in his three-year career. “It was a 
little frustrating, but they kept me 
up.” 

It was easier on days when the Gators 
played at Florida Field. At least then he 
was on the sideline. Road games were 
awful, though, because he had to watch 
on television. 

“It was hard, just sitting in the room 
watching the game on TV, not being 
able to go out there and help my team 
and support them and cheer them on 
like I wanted to,” Caldwell said. 

His rehab was even harder. Up at 
5:45 a.m., treatment and knee exercis- 
es, classes, another trip to the training 
room at about 3 p.m. for more treat- 
ment and exercises. Every day during 
the week. 

“Not a lot of sleep,” Caldwell said. 
“But I got through it.” 

UF's offense was not the same after 
his injury. Nobody else could do all the 
things he did, including taking hand- 
offs and running reverses. Chad 
Jackson tried to fill Caldwell’s role as a 
ball-carrier, but he averaged 5.6 yards 
on 16 carries. Caldwell averaged 12.8 
yards per carry. 

Now he’s ready to resume the role he 
had as UF's most versatile player. 

“With me coming back, that gives us 
more versatility,” said Caldwell, 6-1 
and 200 pounds. “I can do a lot with 
the ball, and I’m just helping the team, 
and whatever they want me to do, I’m 
going to do it.” 

Caldwell was limited in the spring, 
but the coaches are eager to get him 
back on the field in the fall. 

“That was a tough injury,” coach 
Urban Meyer said. “We all saw what 
happened, and he’s a tough kid. He's 
played a lot of football around here. 
We just need him back.” 


from using him there again. Manson aver- 
aged 19.6 yards on 16 returns and 
Cornelius 20.1 yards on seven returns, so 


they are the front-runners. 


Florida has a brutal six-game stretch 
that begins at Tennessee on Sept. 16 and 
ends against Georgia in Jacksonville on 
Oct. 28. 

In between are a home game against 
Kentucky, visits by Alabama and LSU, and 
a trip to Auburn. Alabama routed Florida 
last season 31-3, and the Gators were awful 
in a 21-17 loss to LSU. The Gators’ season 
will be decided during that stretch. 

The marquee game of the season, 
though, comes Nov. 11 when Steve 
Spurrier makes his first trip to The 
Swamp as the coach of South Carolina. 
USC upset UF, 30-22, in Columbia last 
season, a loss that eliminated the Gators 
from the Eastern Division race. 

The regular season ends at Florida 
State on Noy. 25. UF has won two in a 
row in the series, including a win in Doak 
Campbell Stadium in 2004, the Gators’ 
first in Tallahassee since 1986. 

— Michael DiRocco 


“Sept. 2 SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


Sept. 9 UCF 
Sept. 16 at Tennessee — 
Sept. 23 KENTUCKY 
Sept. 30 ALABAMA 
Oct. 7 LSU 
Oct-14 = at Aubum 


Oct. 28 vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) 


Nov. 4 at Vanderbilt 
‘Nov.11 «SOUTH CAROLINA» 
“Nov. 18 WESTERN CAROLINA 

‘Nov.25  —_at Florida State 
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Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with 
real cheese. Find it in the dairy section. . des some home today! 
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AT A GLANCE 


10-3 overall, 6-2 SEC (ist, East) 


Mark Richt — At Georgia and overall: 
52-12, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
11; 4 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Mohamed Massaquoi, 

RB Thomas Brown, RB Kregg Lumpkin, 
DE Quentin Moses, DE Charles Johnson, 
DT Jeff Owens, CB Paul Oliver 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Strong recruiting under Richt has the 
Bulldogs stockpiled with a solid base of 
talent. The offensive line, despite key 

| losses, has enough experience to be an 
effective unit. The defensive line should 
be one of the best in the nation, and the 
linebackers, while not as outstanding as 

) in recent years, aren't shabby. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The uncertainty at OB is compounded by 
the lack of a dominant RB (but plenty of 
good candidates) and no established deep 
threat. The secondary is unproven and 
lacks depth. The other traditional powers 
in the SEC East — Florida and Tennessee 
— appear to be improved over last season. 


QB D.J. Shockley, TE Leonard Pope, 
0G Max Jean-Gilles, CB Tim Jennings, 
FS Greg Blue 


The Dogs will be in the thick of the SEC 
East race again, but extending their 
streak of 10-win seasons to five — which 
would be a school record — depends on 
establishing a quarterback and plugging 

a lot of holes on defense. If they are play- 
ing their best ball late, they could walk 
away with another division title. 
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Young in Spots, Bulldogs Can Build Toward Big Finish 


Granted, Mark Richt has no estab- 
lished quarterback, an unproven bunch 
of receivers, no dominant running back, 
an offensive line replacing three key 
starters, uncertainty at tight end and a 
secondary full of question marks. 

But it will take more than a little attri- 
tion — OK, 


unnerve the unflappable Georgia coach. 


a lot of attrition — to 


“People focus on returning starters and 
the signing class,” Richt said. “There’s a 
whole lot of guys in between there.” 

Guys like Charles Johnson and Jeff 
Owens, who have zero starts between 
them but are on the verge of becoming 
dominant defensive linemen and NFL 
prospects. 

Guys like cornerback Paul Oliver, who 
started only two games last season as a 
sophomore but finished second on the 
team with three interceptions. 

Even the quarterback candidates — 
despite less-than-inspiring performances 


in the G-Day spring game were all 
highly recruited. 

Perhaps Richt’s quiet confidence stems 
from the knowledge that his first five years 
as the top Bulldog have been more suc- 
cessful than those of Wally Butts or Vince 
Dooley. He has 52 wins — and two SEC 
championships in the past four years. 

“Team chemistry is so important,” 
Richt said. 

“We all recruit good athletes. There’s 
guys waiting in the wings who may be 
just as good as the starters who just 
haven't had the opportunity to play. You 
recruit some of the best players in the 
country who may have to redshirt.” 


Richt’s primary concern isn’t the 
starters, but the depth. But with all their 
young talent, if the Bulldogs can some- 
how stay atop the SEC East this year, they 
might establish permanent residency in 
the top 10, although Florida is Lindy’ 
pick to win the division. 

“Tes y'all’s job to predict things. It’s our 
job to go out and prove yall wrong,” said 
defensive end Quentin Moses, a fifth-year 
senior. “As far as the talent level, | 
wouldn't say there's a big drop off. We 
still have a lot of talent.” 


OFFENSE 


For the first time in his tenure at 
Georgia, Richt will enter the season with- 
out knowing who his starting quarter- 
back will be. 

Oh, fifth-year senior Joe Tereshinski 
III holds an edge over sophomore Blake 
Barnes, redshirt freshman Joe Cox and 
true freshman Matthew Stafford. But for 
how long? That's the order of the depth 
chart going into the fall. But that order 
could very well turn upside down by 
midseason. Or sooner. 

Richt was willing to overlook rookie 
mistakes in spring practice. He insisted 
he was not alarmed by the six intercep- 
tions — four by Cox — in the G-Day 
spring game. 

“In the fall, if they're still trying to fig- 
ure out what they're doing, then we'll 
have to reconsider things.” 

Tereshinski is the only one with any 
significant game experience. He took over 
for an injured D.J. Shockley against 
Arkansas, helping the Dogs win. He start- 
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ed the next week in a 14-10 loss to 
Florida, but his most productive play was 
a touchdown catch on a pass from tail- 
back Thomas Brown. 

That it was an acrobatic catch and he 
fought his way into the end zone suggests 
Tereshinski’s athletic ability is underrated. 

“T think he runs the offense better than 
people want to give him credit for,” Richt 
said. “He's capable of making every throw 
you could ask for. And (he has a) com- 
petitive nature and toughness.” 

Barnes and Cox were each highly rated 
recruits, players of the year in Mississippi 
and North Carolina, respectively, Cox 
never lost a game he started. But if 
Stafford is as good as advertised, the only 
question will be whether Tereshinski can 
hold him off the whole season. 

The line has to be partially rebuilt after 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 162.2 rushing (3rd SEC/43rd NCAA), 229.0 passing (2nd/49th), 391.2 total offense (3rd/49th), 29.5 ppg (2nd/42nd) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 

QB Joe Tereshinski Sr. But how long can he hold off young talent? 
RB Thomas Brown” Jr. Runs tough despite his size. 

FB Des Williams Jr. 

WR Mohamed Massaquoi So. Dogs’ most reliable receiver as a freshman. 
WR Kenneth Harris SO. 


TE —-Martrez Milner Sr. 
ST Ken Shackleford Sr. 
SG Fernando Velasco Jr. 


C Nick Jones* Sr. Moves back home after starting at 0G. 

TG Chester Adams Jr. Once highly recruited ... now gets his chance. 
TT Daniel Inman* Sr. Very solid starter who is an All-SEC candidate, 
“Returning starter 


Reclaimed starting job from Brannan Southerland. 


Very talented, could be primed for a breakthrough. 
Starter in 04 before being passed by Leonard Pope. 
No starts, but plenty of experience. 

Most improved lineman of the spring. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Matt Stafford, Fr. 
Kregg Lumpkin, Jr. 
Brannan Southerland, So.* 
Mario Raley, Sr. 
Mikey Henderson, Jr. 
Tripp Chandler, So. 
John Miller, Fr. 

Zeb McKinzey, Jr. 

Jan Smith, Fr. 

Seth Watts, So. 
Michael Turner, Sr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 143.8 rushing (8th SEC/52nd NCAA), 169.6 passing (2nd/7th), 313.5 total defense (5th/18th), 16.4 ppg (4th/8th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 
DE CharlesJohnson Ji. 
DT Ray Gant Sr. 
NT Jeff Owens So. 
DE  QuentinMoses* Sr. 
LB Brandon Miller* Jr. 
LB Tony Taylor* 
LB Jarvis Jackson* Sr. 
CB Thomas Flowers Jr. 
CB Paul Oliver Jr. 
RV Tra Battle" Sr. 
FS __Kelin Johnson Jr. 


ie) 


“Returning starter 


losing starters Max Jean-Gilles, Russ 
Tanner and Dennis Roland. And tight 
end Leonard Pope’s early departure is a 
huge loss. Martrez Milner and Tripp 
Chandler are adequate, but not game- 
breakers like Pope. 

Mohamed Massaquoi is the only proven 
receiver, although Kenneth Harris could be 
ready to blossom. Mikey Henderson was 
the surprise of spring practice after moving 
to flanker from cornerback. 


DEFENSE 


One constant throughout Georgia's re- 
emergence as a national power has been a 
steady supply of talent on the defensive 
line. Tackles Richard Seymour and 
Marcus Stroud and ends Charles Grant 
and David Pollack were all first-round 
NEL draft choices. 


Ready to become a dominant player. 

Can play anywhere on the line. 

Made a big impact as a freshman. 

Could be a dominant pass rusher. 

10 starts last season, but also slowed by injury. 

f. — Appears to be fully recovered from knee injury. 
Finished second on team with 73 tackles last year. 
Exciting punt returner gets his chance on defense. 
Ready to become a top playmaker. 

Undersized but aptly named competitor. 

Hard hitter along the lines of departed Greg Blue. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Roderick Battle, Fr. 

Dale Dixson, Sr. 

Kade Weston, Fr. 
Marcus Howard, Jr. 
Danny Verdun Wheeler, Sr. 
Marcus Washington, So. 
Dannell Ellerbe, So. 
Ramarcus Brown, So. 
Asher Allen, Fr. 

C.J. Byrd, So. 

Antavious Coates, Fr. 


But the tandem of Quentin Moses and 
Charles Johnson just might be the best 
combination of pass rushers in school his- 
tory. Moses racked up 11.5 sacks last sea- 
son, moving him to sixth on the Dogs’ 
career list with 20.5. 

Yet, when spring practice ended, it was 
debatable whether Moses was even the 
team’s best defensive end. Johnson ranked 
second on the team with four sacks and 
had 8.5 tackles for loss. So it was not 
merely hyperbole when Richt called them 
“maybe the best tandem of defensive ends 
in the country.” 

“T think they're both first-round draft 
picks,” Richt said. “I don’t know how 
many teams have that.” 

And they might not even be the only 
future NFL stars on the defensive line. 


Tackle Jeff Owens played in all 13 
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Matthew Stafford, QB 

The nation’s top-ranked signal-caller chose the Bulldogs early in the 
process and got to Athens in time to compete for UGA's open starting 
quarterback job. The Dallas Highland Park product has a big arm and 
J good enough mobility to develop into one of the league's premier 
quarterbacks before all is said and done. 


Reshad Jones, S 

Jones is a big hitter from the safety position, but also has the hips and 
ball skills to play corner if needed. The 6-1, 195-pounder is too tal- 
ented to stay off the field and could even be a contender for a starting 
job this fall if he reports to campus in shape and adjusts well to the 
college game. 


Tony Wilson, WR 

Wilson, from Daytona Beach (Fla.) Mainland, enjoyed a strong senior 
season and has the ability to step in and contribute right away in the 
Bulldogs passing attack. Wilson has been timed as fast as 10.6 sec- 
| onds in the 100-meter dash. He also competed in the 200 and claims 
H to have never lost in that event on the high school level. 


Hr, Wr. = Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


DB 5-10,187 o©o0 Tucker, GA Tucker 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 9 cornerback... No. 6 recruit in Georgia. ... 
Enrolled for spring semester. 


ANDERSON, Justin OL 65,320 9°00 Ocilla,GA Irwin County 
Rivals.com’s No. 100 overall recruit. ... No. 7 offensive guard. ... No. 4 recruit in 
Georgia. ... USA Today first-team All-American. 


ATKINS, Geno DE 6-1,270 ©9696 Ft Lauderdale, FL s.1. Aquinas 


Rivals.com’s No. 24 strongside defensive lineman. ... No. 36 recruit in Florida 


BANKS, Quintin DB 6-2,193 ©@@© Wamer Robins, GA Harrison Co. 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 11 safety. ... No. 13 recruit in Georgia. ... Played 
free safety, quarterback and wingback. 


CHAPAS, Shaun RB 6-2,235 © Jacksonville,FL —_ Bolles 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 fullback. ... No. 56 recruit in Florida. ... Blocking back who had nine 
rushing TDs as a junior. 


CRAWFORD, Ricardo §=6dDT.SCs«iG-1, 303 ooo Cerro Gordo, NC W. Columbus 
Rivals.com’s No. 40 defensive tackle. ... No. 12 recruit in North Carolina. ... Enrolled for 
spring semester. 


DAVIS, Chris OL 6-4,245 O90 Jefferson,GA Jefferson 
Rivals.com’s No. 50 offensive guard. ...No. 49 recruit in Georgia. ... Also played tight 
end, defensive line and long snapper. 


DAVIS, Josh OL 66,299 OC — Tylertown, MS — Tylertown 


Rivals.com’s No. 39 offensive tackle. ... .No. 25 recruit in Mississippi. 


DENT, Akeem 1B 6-3,210 OOo  Allanta, GA Douglass 


Rivals250 member. .. Rivals.com’s No. 12 outside linebacker. ... No. 14 recruit in 
Georgia. ... Topped 140 tackles as a senior. 


DEWBERRY, Darius IB 6-3,211 9°90 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 11 overall prep school recruit. ... Had four sacks and two interceptions 
at Hargrave. 


DOBBS, DeMarcus DE 6-2,253 ooo Savannah, GA Calvary Baptist 
Rivals.com’s No. 47 strongside defensive end. ... No. 35 recruit in Georgia. ... Had six 
sacks as a senior. 


DURHAM, Kris WR 65,188 o°O° Calhoun, GA Calhoun 
Rivals.com’s No. 45 wide receiver. ... No. 29 recruit in Georgia. ... Caught 55 passes for 
1,062 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. ... Enrolled for spring semester. 


GAMBLE, Darryl 1B 6-2,215 99° Bainbridge, GA Bainbridge 
Rivals.com’s No. 29 outside linebacker. ... No. 22 recruit in Georgia. ... Two-time first- 
team all-state. 


GEATHERS, Clifton OL 6-7,280 S900 Carvers Bay, SC Carvers Bay 


Rivals.com’s No. 25 offensive tackle. ... No. 4 recruit in South Carolina. 


THE SLEEPER 


Michael Lemon, DE 
The 6-4, 255-pounder played at alow J} Total Stars 
level of high school competition, but 5 
has the physical tools to develop intoa (Ma AEUEU LAS 


solid SEC pass rusher once he adjusts 
to the speed of the college game. OAT (IEEDS 


Lemon has long arms, very good ath- Despite the numbers that the ieee Te along the 
ss ; offensive line and defensive line in 2006, Mark Richt and 
leticism and speed for a prospect his staff will again be targeting certain positions in the 
size, all are things that will help him — cs - ie of 2007. Lape ere and 
i iti jefensive tackles always are at a premium, but are 
develop at his position. extremely necessary to continue to compete at the high- 
est level in the SEC, and Georgia will be looking for high- 
end prospects at both positions this year. That's a good 
thing because it’s a relatively deep year at both positions 
in the Peach State. The Dawgs also will be looking to 
sign another running back as Thomas Brown, pany 
_ and Kregg Lumpkin all are inching closer to grad- 

uation. 


Pos. Stars HomeTown 


HARDEN, Ben OL 6-4,290 900 Perry, GA Perry 


Rivals.com’s No. 29 offensive guard. ... No. 31 recruit in Georgia. 


HEBRON, Akeem LB 6-1,199 ©0060 — Gaithersburg, MD Good Counsel 
Rivals.com’s No. 65 overall recruit. ... No. 4 outside linebacker. ... No. 4 recruit in 
Maryland. ... Parade All-American. ... Had nine sacks and 141 tackles as a senior. 


JONES, Reshad DB 6-1,1959 ©&000 Allanta Booker T. Washington 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 overall recruit. ... No. 1 safety. ... No. 1 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 
82 tackles and two interceptions as a senior. ... Had 10 interceptions as a junior. 


LEMON, Michael DE 64,255 ooo Macon, GA Stratford 
Rivals.com’s No. 26 strongside defensive end. ... No. 20 recruit in Georgia. ... Two-time 
all-state. 


MILLER, John OL 6-6,28§ 90 Cartersville, GA Woodland 


Rivals.com's No. 34 offensive tackle. ... No. 37 recruit in Georgia. 


MILLER, Prince ATH 5-8,18 ©®00 Duncan, SC Byres 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 26 athlete. ... No. 6 recruit in South Carolina. 
... All-state. 


MORENO, Knowshon RB 5-11,205 ©@O0O Middletown,NJ South 
Rivals.com's No. 73 overall recruit. ... No. 10 running back. ... No. 3 recruit in New 
Jersey. ... Rushed for 1,808 and 43 touchdowns in 10 games as a senior. 


MUNZENMAIER, Fred RB 6-2,235 OOO Norcross,GA Norcross 
Rivals.com’s No. 16 fullback. ... No. 39 recruit in Georgia. ... Rushed for 1,615 career 
yards and 10 TDs. 


PEREZ, Kevin OL 63,273 ooo Miami Killian 
Rivals.com’s No. 21 offensive guard. ... No. 53 recruit in Florida. ... Enrolled for spring 
semester. 


STAFFORD, Matthew QB 6-3,210 20006 Dallas Highland Park 

Rivals.com’s No. 6 overall recruit. ... No. 1 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 2 recruit in 
Texas. ... Enrolled for spring semester. ... Passed for 4,018 yards and 38 touchdowns 
as a senior. 


TRIPP, Kiante OL 66,244 900° Atlanta Westlake 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 9 offensive tackle. ... No. 9 recruit in Georgia. 


WARD, NaDerris TE 65,247 ©°°°  Qakland,CA McClymonts 
Rivals.com’s No. 75 overall recruit. ... No. 2 tight end. ... No. 12 recruit in California. 


WILSON, Tony ATH 5-10,165 ©@o0 Daytona Beach, FL Mainland 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 14 athlete. ... No. 24 recruit in Florida. ... Had 
1,197 all-purpose yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


WOOD, Brandon DE 6-1,254 ©9900  Buchanan,GA Haralson Co, 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s 10 strongside defensive end. ... No. 5 recruit in 
Georgia. 
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Pos. Hr. Wr.CLass Hometown Pos. Hr. Wr.CLass Hometown A strength and conditioning coach, Dave Van 
CHRIS ABBOTT DT 6-0 282 Sr Douglasville 22 CHARLES KRAUTH SE 6-1 224 So Marietta Halenger’s primary job is to develop the play- 
CHESTER ADAMS 1G 6-4 320 Jr Luverne, AL 55 JEREMY LOMAX DE 6-4 220 So Jonesboro ers’ bodies. Fortunately for Georgia, Van Halenger 
ASHER ALLEN ATH 5-10 180 Fr Tucker KREGG LUMPKIN TB 6-1 220 Jr Lithonia went a little above the call of duty last winter. 
ANDY BAILEY PK 6-2 220 Jr Athens, IN JUSTIN LYLES DT 6-2 293 Jr Macon Van Halenger suggested that coach Mark Richt 
SEAN BAILEY FLK 6-1 176 Sr Alpharetta MOHAMED MASSAQUOI SE 6-2 198 So Charlotte, NC look at Mikey Henderson, an undersized corner- 
DONAVON BALDWIN ROV 6-2 193 Fr Ft. Lauderdale, FL ZEB MCKINZEY SG 6-3 285 Jr_Lilbum back, at wide receiver in spring practice. Henderson 
BLAKE BARNES QB 6-3 219 So_Baldwyn, MS BRANDON MILLER _ SLB 6-4 248 Jr Colquitt loved the idea and started dropping hints to Richt 
RODERICK BATTLE DE 6-4 249 Fr Atlanta 6 JOHN MILLER ST 6-6 200 Fr Cartersville geo winter workout drills. ee a. 
TRA BATTLE ROV 5-11 176 Sr Forsyth MARTREZ MILNER TE 6-4 240 St Gainesville : ts would walk: by me and say, "Wide receiver, 
BENJAMIN BOYD SLB 6-1 206 So Thomasville BRIAN MIMBS P 5-11 197 So. Dublin ieee 


RAMARCUS BROWN sc 73 So East P ORRY MITCHELL C 6-2 290 So Yatesvill sa gia lesen 
5-11 1 t Point -2 290 tesvil : 
—$—$—————————————w—X—rn—e—eee i et 0 es that’s where he belonged. Although an outstanding 
THOMAS BROWN TB 5-8 185 Jr Tucker MICHAEL MOORE 6-2 195 Fr Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


So cover corner, Henderson's slight frame made him a 
A.J, BRYANT FLK 6-2 195 Jr Fort Valley QUENTIN MOSES 6-5 250 Sr Athens 


liability in run support, which is so critical in the 
JEFF BUSBEE MLK 5-10 237 Jr Warner Robins JOSEPH O'KEEFE 6-0 190 Sr Trenton SEC. But that same quickness enables him to get 
C.J. BYRD ROV 6-2 186 So North Augusta, SC PAUL OLIVER 6-0 205 Jr Kennesaw 


open almost from the snap. 

TRIPP CHANDLER TE 6-6 253 So Woodstock 95 JEFF OWENS Sunrise, FL “He's so quick, we have a hard time jamming him 
ANTAVIOUS COATES FS 6-4 200 Fr Greenwood, SC KEVIN PEREZ L 6-3 260 Fr Miami, FL at the line,” Richt said. “That was the biggest sur- 
BRANDON COUTU PK 6-0 185 Jr Lawrenceville MITCHELL PITTMAN 6-2 202 So Lyons prise of the spring, and a great move by Coach Van 
JOE COX QB 6-1 200 Fr Charlotte, NC MARIO RALEY 6-1 190 St Charlotte, NC Halenger. He has a chance to be a starter for us.” 
RICARDO CRAWFORD DL 6-1_-303 Fr Fair Bluff, NC KEN SHACKLEFORD ST 6-5 315 Sr Villa Rica Although he’s not very strong, Henderson 
NICK DALTON QB 6-4 186 Fr Athens CORY SHELNUTT DE 6-3 233 Fr_ Franklin impressed the coaches with his toughness going 
MICHAEL DANIELS (CB 5-9 170 Jr Lawrenceville ANTONIO SIMS ROV 6-0 191 So Hiram across the middle. 

DALE DIXSON DT 6-2 308 Sr Garland, TX IAN SMITH C 6-3 295 Fr Cartersville “T can use more of my skills getting away from 
KRIS DURHAM SE 6-5 195 Fr Calhoun BRANNAN SOUTHERLAND FB 6-0 242 So Dacula defensive backs than trying to tackle bigger play- 
DANNELL ELLERBE LB 6-1 228 So Hamlet, NC VERNON SPELLMAN SE 6-1 175 Fr_ Marietta ers,” Henderson said. 

MARQUIS ELMORE DT 6-4 281 Sr_ Folkston MATTHEW STAFFORD QB 6-3 225 Fr Dallas, TX * Despite Richt’s quote about Henderson being 
GORDON ELY-KELSO -P_-6-2 215 Sr_ Athens TONY TAYLOR MLB 6-1 237 Sr Watkinsville spring's “biggest surprise,” freshman split end 
BRYAN EVANS SC_5-11 180 Fr_Jacksonville, FL JOE TERESHINSKI I QB 6-3 217 St_Athens Kris Durham actually won the award for Biggest 
THOMAS FLOWERS SC 5-10 186 Jr Austell JOSEPH THOMAS WIB 6-1 208 So Alpharetta cs of the sis ares is aa 
ROWDY FRANCIS FS 5-10 189 So Bulverde, TX 33 BREITTHOMASON ‘FB 6-1 240 So_ Dalton y ee aengin te as ran as IY SEO 

a a rly and went thr spring practice. 

RAY GANT DT 6-2 277 St Chapel Hill, NC 61 MICHAEL TURNER TT 6-4 295 Sr Snellville pe Mellel i 

RL Ee ® Georgia might not have a Herschel Walker, or 
T.J. GARTRELL LK 6-1 186 Jr Lithonia 75 FERNANDO VELASCO SG 6-4 315 Jr Wrens F A 

apg SSS SES FL SSS even a Garrison Hearst, but the depth at tailback 
CHRIS GAUNDER WLB 6-0 215 Jr Acworth 42 DANNY VERDUN WHEELER SLB 6-2 244 Sr Thomson 
DEMIKO GOODMAN SE 6-2 189 So N 28 DANNY WARE TB 6-1 223 Jr Rock Way De AMNpreReCesitee. 

orn — cE The Dogs already had Thomas Brown, Danny 

NDREW -4 245 Fr Vienn 44 US WASHIN MLB 6-0 245 So Keysvi A 

ANDREW GULLY DE 6-4 245 Fr Vienna, VA MARCUS WASHINGTON MLB 6-0 245 So Keysville Ware and Kregg Lumpkin, all of whom could start 
KENNETH HARRIS FLK 6-3 214 So Cherryville, NC 48 TOMMY WATKINS WLB 6-1 200 Fr Statesboro 


asi 8S: m:_*'rXvr for many teams. But walk-on Jason Johnson 
MIKEY HENDERSON WC 5-10 165 Jr Buford 84 COLEMAN WATSON TE 6-6 250 Jr Atlanta showed he deserves to play. He led all rushers with 
JOSH HERNDON LB 6-2 231 Sr Conyers 76 SETH WATTS TG 6-4 313 So Sandersville 


= eH ee ee 97 yards in the G-Day game. Johnson's development 
TRAHERN HOLDEN TE 6-5 238 Jr Warner Robbins 91 KADE WESTON DT 6-5 310 Fr Red Bank, NJ means that freshman Knowshon Moreno’s chances 


MARCUS HOWARD DE 6-2 220 Jr Huger, SC 46 STEPHEN WHITE FB 5-11 217 Sr Bronwood of being redshirted increased. 

DANIEL INMAN TT 6-7 319 Sr Hope Mills, NC 35 DES WILLIAMS FB 6-1 245 Jr Dacula ® The only worry Richt has in the kicking game 
JARVIS JACKSON WLB 6-2 218 Sr Atlanta 47 ANDREW WILLIAMS FS 6-0 197 Jr Blairsville is the snap and hold for field goals. 

CHARLES JOHNSON DE 6-2 275 Jr Hawkinsville JOHN WILLIAMS SE 5-9 169 So Watkinsville “Brandon Coutu is capable of making it from 60 
JASON JOHNSON TB 5-9 191 Jr Chicago, IL 39 BEN WILSON PK 6-0 208 So Lilburn yards,” Richt said. “But he has to be confident that 
KELIN JOHNSON FS 6-1 192 Jr DaytonaBeachFL 65 JORDAN WOLF SN 6-0 219 Jr Atlanta the snap and hold will be good.” 

NICK JONES C 6-3 295 Sr Bowdon 
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QUENTIN MOSES 


games as a true freshman and was one of 
the team’s top big-play makers by the end 
of the season. Ray Gant, who can play 
inside or at end, and Dale Dixson give 
the Bulldogs five solid starters. If young- 
sters Kade Weston, Marquis Elmore and 
Ricardo Crawford develop quickly, the 
defensive line should again be one of the 
best in college football. 

Linebacker is a different story. In 
recent years, the Bulldogs have sent such 
Will 
Witherspoon, Odell Thurman, Arnold 


standouts as Boss Bailey, 


Harrison and Kendrell Bell to the NFL. 
There doesn’t appear to be that level of 
talent in Athens right now. 

But there are plenty of productive 
linebackers in Tony Taylor, Jarvis Jackson, 
Danny Verdun Wheeler, Brandon Miller 
and Marcus Washington. 

Keeping them healthy is another mat- 
ter. Washington was the only one in that 
group who did not miss any games last 
season due to injury. 

The secondary might be the hardest 
area on the team to gauge. Cornerback 
Paul Oliver appears ready to become a 
star, and rover Tra Battle is steady. 
Everyone else is unproven, although safe- 
ty Kelin Johnson and corners Ramarcus 
Brown and Asher Allen lead a deep group 
of talented defensive backs. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Brandon Coutu made 
first-team AII-SEC after leading the 
league in scoring with 114 points. He 
made all 45 extra point attempts and was 
23 of 29 on field goal tries, with a career- 
long of 58 yards. 

Punter Gordon Ely-Kelso was a sec- 
ond-team All-SEC selection after averag- 
ing 42.9 yards a punt, with a net of 40.1 
yards. 

Thomas Flowers is one of the most 
dangerous punt returners in the country. 
His 13.7-yard average was second best in 
the SEC. How he handles those duties 
along with being a starting cornerback is 
another question. 

The one special team area that was 
problematic for the Dogs was kickoff 
returns, as they ranked 10th in the con- 
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BEST 


_ South Carolina last season. 


4 yards as a true freshman 


» Caught six passes against 


} Tech. 
» school credentials, includ- 


) tioning program. 


(ea 
[NS 
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BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Thomas Brown 

Best player? No. Maybe 
not even the team’s best 
running back. But unless 
Kregg Lumpkin returns to 
full speed or freshman 
Knowshon Moreno makes 
an impact or one of the | 
quarterbacks surpasses 
everyone's expectations, 
Brown is going to have to 
move the chains. 


_ Production dipped slightly to 743 yards last sea- 


son, but per carry average of 5.0 was still very 
respectable, especially considering he broke few 
long runs. ... Had career-high 144 yards ys. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Mohamed Massaquoi 
Caught 38 passes for 505 


last year. ... Was Georgia's 
most reliable receiver by | 
the second half of the sea- 
son. Finished second on the 
team in receptions. ... | 


as 
ing being a Parade All-American, suggest his 


freshman year was no fluke. ... Should benefit 
from his first full offseason strength and condi- 


both Auburn and Georgia 
Sterling high 


TOP NELUCOMER 


QB Matt Stafford 

Generally regarded as one 
of the top high school quar- 
terbacks in the country last 
year. Enrolled early and 
impressed his new team- | 
mates in spring practice |» 
with his strong arm. ... (Eo 
Precociously composed on | 
and off the field. 
Probably the most antici- ” 
pated Bulldog signee since 
that Herschel guy. ... Passed for 4,018 yards and 
38 touchdowns as a senior in Dallas. 
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THOMAS BROLUN 


Big Work Ethic 
In Small Package 


The trait that earned Thomas 
Brown the starting tailback job over 
Danny Ware, Kregg Lumpkin and 
Jason Johnson is not his burst of 
quickness, his surprising strength or 
his unyielding toughness. 

Rather, those are merely byprod- 
ucts of the characteristic that has 
enabled him to hold an edge in a 
deep pool of running backs. 

“He's just got a tremendous work 
ethic,” said quarterback Joe 
Tereshinski. “The thing that amazes 
me is whatever he does, it’s not 
enough. He keeps pushing himself to 
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get better. He’s going to push you to 
do better as well.” 

Said Georgia coach Mark Richt: “He 
has taken it up a notch in all areas — 
pass protection, route running, catch- 
ing the ball. He’s one of the toughest 
guys on the team.” 

Undersized his entire life, Brown has 
made only one concession: That he will 
never be seen as a dominant major col- 
lege running back. 

“Ever since I've been here, I've told 
myself I was going to be the starting 
tailback, and I wasn’t going to let any- 
body stop me,” Brown said. 

At 5-8 and 185, Brown isn’t the pro- 
totypical SEC tailback. But Brown hasn't 
let that stop him from becoming 
Georgia's most productive running back 
in the past two seasons. He rushed for 
1,611 yards and 12 touchdowns in his 
first two seasons. The numbers are more 
impressive considering that Brown has 
averaged less than 14 carries a game. 

Brown insists he’s durable enough to 
handle twice that many carries and be 
one of the SEC’s elite tailbacks. 

“I want to be a more dominant play- 
er,” Brown said. “I want to be more of 
a game-breaker. I think I have the abil- 
ity to do that.” 

The need for Georgia to find a dom- 
inant running back would appear 
greater than ever with the inexperi- 
ence at quarterback. But you won't 
hear Brown complaining about the 
tailback rotation. 

“T have to be unselfish about it and 
take what I can get,” he said. 

Despite his size, Brown is the strongest 
player on the team based on his total lift- 
ing relative to his body weight. He 
claimed that title as a true freshman and 
has continued to work tirelessly in the 
weight room and on the practice field. 

“I need to work on my fundamentals 
a little more,” Brown said. 

He cited a 24-yard run in the G-Day 
game in which Paul Oliver tripped him 
up to save a long touchdown run. 

“T feel like I should have taken it all 
the way. Just that one more step,” 
Brown said. “But it’s something to 
learn from.” 


ference. Ramarcus Brown brought some 
stability to the position late in the season 
with a 21.2-yard average. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Colorado pays a visit to Athens to add 
spice to the early non-conference sched- 
ule that’s usually rather dull. The good 
news is that the Bulldogs have only one 
SEC game among their first four, and the 
Tennessee game has been pushed back a 
week behind a game against Ole Miss. 

But that second game — against South 
Carolina — always seems to prove tricky for 
the Dogs. And it’s in Columbia this year. 

If the Dogs can somehow get through 
the Tennessee game unscathed, they 
would be 6-0 with Vanderbilt and Ole 
Miss coming into Athens. So there's a 
realistic chance they could go into the 
Florida game at 8-0 or even 7-1, by 
which time their young starters will have 
some experience. 

But navigating through a finish that 
includes Florida, Auburn and Georgia 
Tech in the final four games would be 
challenging for any team. It will define 
Georgia's season. 

— Guerry Clegg 


Gh pes | 


‘Sept. 2 WESTERN KENTUCKY © 


‘Sept. 9 at South Carolina 
Sept. 16 UAB 
“Sept.23 = COLORADO 
“Sept.30 at Ole Miss 
“Oct.7 ‘TENNESSEE _ 
(Oct.14 = VANDERBILT 


“Oct. 28 vs. Florida (Jacksonville) 
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Sept. 2 Memphis 
Sept. 23 Wake Forest 
Sept. 30 Georgia 
Oct.7 — Vanderbilt 
Oct. 28 Auburn 
Nov. 4 Nwstrn St. 
Nov, 25 MS State 


Oxford is 75 
minutes from Tunica. 


ENTUGKY WILOCATS KENTUCKY WILDEATS KENTUCKY WILDCATS KENTUCK 


AT A GLANCE 


| 3-8 overall, 2-6 SEC (6th, West) 


Rich Brooks — At Kentucky: 9-25, 


7 offense, 7 defense, punter 


“PLAYERS TO WATCH 


TB Rafael Little, TE Jacob Tamme, 
_WR Keenan Burton, CB Bo Smith, 
OLB Wesley Woodyard, DT Myron Pryor 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Rafael Little is a threat as a runner, — 
receiver or return specialist. He makes 
Kentucky's offense go. He also will have 
an experienced offensive line paving the 
way. Bo Smith is one of the SEC's top cor-_ 
nerbacks, and the Cats speed on defense 
appears to be much improved. 


i 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
"Curtis Pulley or Andre Woodson must grab 


throat. Woodson is more experienced but 

_ prone to mistakes. Pulley can run, but | 
he’s untested as a passer. And defensively, 
_unless the Cats solve their inability to 


long season. 


CB Antoine Huffman, WR Tommy Cook, 
WR Glenn Holt, FB Alexis Bwenge 


This is the season for Brooks to show that 
the program is making progress. He’s got 
his recruits in place, the scholarship 
restrictions are lifted and the schedule is 
tailor-made for six wins and a potential 
bowl berth. Significant improvement is 
reasonable to expect. 
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-3 years; overall: 100-134-4, 20 years KE 
RETURNING STARTERS Saaeanet 


the starting quarterback job by the a: 


_ stop the run, they could be in for another 


/ 


+} 
i 


S Muhammad Abdullah, DE B, Jay Parsons, 


KENTUCKY 


"For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit www.kentucky.rivals.com 


Brooks, Wildcats Know it is Time to Win Now 


The excuses have been plentiful — 
and often legitimate — in the past. 
Probation. Scholarship reductions. 
Injuries. A tough conference and a chal- 
lenging schedule. 

Each factor has contributed to a 9-25 
record in three seasons for coach Rich 
Brooks. But with each passing season, the 
excuses have become less palatable for the 
Big Blue Nation. 

The Wildcats no longer are on proba- 
tion, their scholarship limitations have 
passed, and most of the injuries that 
handicapped Kentucky last season have 
healed. You still might hear Brooks talk 
occasionally about his team’s youth, but 
for the most part he’s run out of excuses, 
and he’s the first to admit it. 

It’s time to start winning. 

In fact, those were the exact words ath- 
letic director Mitch Barnhart used last 
November when he announced that 
Brooks would been retained for another 
season. No one agrees more than Brooks. 

“Tm disappointed we haven't won 
more games,” Brooks said. 

“Our job is to get the team to win 
games and obviously we haven't done that 
well enough, but there also have been 
some circumstances that have made that 
difficult. People don’t want to hear about 
that anymore and I’m not going to bring 
that up anymore. We're going to go for- 
ward now.” 

Brooks is banking on more competi- 
tive practices producing a more competi- 
tive team. The Cats are deeper than 
they've ever been under Brooks and for 
the first time since 2002, they'll field a 


roster that’s close to the NCAA maxi- 
mum of 85 scholarship players. 

In an effort to create more competi- 
tion, Brooks and strength coach Marc 
Hill designed an offseason conditioning 
program that emphasized winning and 
losing in addition to gaining strength and 
speed. 

Ten captains drafted teams and they 
were measured by how well they did in 
exercises such as pushing vans, flipping 
tractor tires and carrying weights across 
the field. 

“It’s the most competitive (we've been) 
since I’ve been here,” Brooks said. “We're 
going to find the people who can step up 
and make plays to help us do what we 
want to do — and that’s to start winning 
some games.” 

For the first time since he took over 
this beleaguered program, Kentucky 
might be able to field something that 
looks like a Southeastern Conference 
team week in and week out. No one is 
looking forward to it more than 
Brooks. 

“I didn’t come here to get my brains 
beat out,” he said. 


OFFENSE 


Andre Woodson’s first season as start- 
ing quarterback hardly went the way he 
envisioned. 

His offensive line failed to hold up, his 
receivers went down with one injury after 
another and his confidence appeared to 
erode over the course of a discouraging 
season. 


Now the strong-armed redshirt junior 
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finds himself locked in a battle with soph- 
omore Curtis Pulley, whose running skills 
and leadership propelled him into a con- 
tending role. Pulley worked with the first 
team through much of the spring and has 
a solid chance of taking Woodson’s job in 
the fall. 

No matter who takes the snap, the 
No. | job for any Kentucky quarterback 
will be handing the ball to tailback Rafael 
Little, who emerged as one of the nation’s 
best all-around threats in 2005. Little 
rushed for 1,045 yards as a sophomore 
and led Kentucky with 46 receptions. He 
also was a prolific kickoff and punt 
returner. 

Little’s 372 all-purpose yards against 
Vanderbilt last season represented the sec- 
ond-best single-game performance of 
2005, surpassed only by Southern 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 128.6 ypg rushing (8th in SEC/7Sth in NCAA), 168.8 ypy passing (10th/101st), 257.5 ypg total offense (10th/107th), 21.7 ppg (Sth/88th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 
QB AndreWoodson* dr. 
RB Rafael Little” Jr. 
RB Tony Dixon So. 
WR Keenan Burton Jr. 
WR  DeMoreo Ford $0. 
TE Jacob Tamme* Jr. 
LT Garry Williams So. 
LG Christian Johnson So, 
C = =MattMcCutchan —Sr. 
RG Mike Aitcheson* Sr. 
RT Hayden Lane* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Might struggle to hold off Pulley in fall. 

Can do it all; is as good a receiver as a runner. 

In there when Cats go with a split-back look. 

Makes acrobatic catches look easy; has battled injuries. 
Returning from knee injury; played in four games in '05. 
Has the size and speed to be a deep threat. 

Started final three games in '05; Miller was '04 starter. 
Perhaps the Wildcats’ most powerful blocker. 

Expected to get sixth year of eligibility. 

Started all 11 games last season. 

Started 23 consecutive games, team’s longest streak. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Curtis Pulley, So. 
Tony Dixon, So. 

#1 FB John Conner, Fr. 
Dicky Lyons, So. 

Joe Joe Brown, So. 
Ross Bogue, Fr. 
Aaron Miller, So. 
Micah Jones, So. 

Trai Williams, Sr.* 
Fatu Turituri, Sr.* 
Sefo Blaylock, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 196.3 ypg rushing (12th in SEC/102nd NCAA), 243.8 passing (12th/84th), 439.5 ypg total defense (12th/103rd), 4.1 ppg (12th/107th) 


POS STARTER 
DE Durrell White* Sr. 


YR COMMENT 


Mostly disappointing for the past two seasons, 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Travis Day, Jr. 


DT Lamar Mills Sr. Missed all but the opener because of knee injury. Jason Leger, Jr.* 
DT — Myron Pryor So, Had the best spring camp of any defender. Ventrell Jenkins, So. 
DE — Ricky Abren Jr. Played on the interior line past two seasons. Dominic Lewis, Jr. 
LB Wesley Woodyard* Jr. Team's top tackler in 2005 with 100. Mikhail Mabry, So. 
LB Braxton Kelley” So. Stellar freshman season ... until knee injury. Ben McGrath, So. 
LB Joe Schuler* Jr. Usually gets himself in the right position. Micah Johnson, So. 
CB Bo Smith* Sr. One of best cover corners in the SEC. Trevard Lindley, Fr. 


CB Shomari Moore So. 
SS Roger Williams* Jr. 
FS Marcus McClinton — So. 


“Returning starter 


California's Reggie Bush (513 total yards 
against Fresno State). 

Little again will be the focus of the 
offense, but he might have a capable 
backfield mate. 

Tony Dixon missed last season with a 
broken leg, but he has many of the same 
assets as Little. He's strong enough to run 
inside, speedy enough to elude tacklers 
and he owns a serviceable set of hands as 
a receiver, 

With Little and Dixon in the same 
backfield, Kentucky likely will run more 
of a split-back offense when it goes two- 
back. Dixon and Little also are capable of 
converting from backs to receivers if the 
Cats go three- or four-wide. 

Little suffered a wrist injury during 
spring practice, but an expected three- 
month rehab put him on track to be 


Not too tall (5-9) but is a feisty cover guy. 
Brings proper hard-hitting attitude to the position. 
Another Cat who was victim of knee injury in '05. 


David Jones, So. 
Michael Schwindel, Fr. 
Karl Booker, Sr. 


ready for fall practice. 

Oft-injured Keenan Burton returns as 
the team’s best receiver, while tight end 
Jacob Tamme, a converted wideout, 
hopes to increase his production and 
become more of a downfield threat. 


DEFENSE 

The Wildcats hit for the cycle in 
2005, ranking last in the SEC in rush 
defense, pass defense, scoring defense 
and total defense. There’s nowhere to 
go but up. 

Brooks thought that Kentucky’s 
switch from a 3-4 alignment to a 4-3 
would help the Cats stop the run, but 
they were just as inept as they’ve always 
been. So once again, coordinator Mike 
Archer enters a season not knowing if 
his unit can prevent surrendering huge 
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LUILDCATS RECRUITING 2006 


Micah Johnson, LB 

One of the top recruits in the country, Johnson turned down Georgia 
and Michigan to say in-state and play for the Cats. The 6-2, 267- 
pounder was the Southeast’s top jumbo athlete in the class of 2006 
and likely will see early action at linebacker, though his long-term 
future may be at defensive end. 


Corey Peters, DT 

Peters could have gone to Auburn, Clemson or Michigan, but like 
Johnson, chose the Wildcats on Signing Day. The 6-3, 294-pounder 
is talented enough to get in the defensive tackle rotation early in 
Lexington. 


Josh Minton, DE 

Minton, an all-state selection, is another upgrade along Kentucky's 
defensive line. He grew up a Kentucky fan and talked about wanting to 
make the Wildcats program better when he committed. 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown ScHooL 


ALLEN, Moncell RB 59,215 O00 Charlotte, NC Providence Day 
Rivals.com’s No. 44 running back. ... Three-year starter at New Orleans Holy Cross 
before Hurricane Katrina forced him to move. 


BOSWELL, Marckus WR 5-9,170 °° Greenville,SC ‘Greenville 
Rivals.com’s No. 25 recruit in South Carolina. ... Had 53 catches for 970 yards and 16 
touchdowns as a senior. 


CESSNA, Chris LB 6-3,207 9° London, KY —North Laurel 
Rivals.com’s No. 15 recruit in Kentucky. ... Four-year starter at linebacker and tight end. 
... Missed most of his senior season with an injury. ... Had 161 tackles as a junior. 


COBB, Ashton DB 60,195 99° Monaca,PA Center Area 
Rivals.com’s No, 53 safety. ... No. 39 recruit in Pennsylvania. ... First-team all-state safe- 
ty. ... Had two interceptions as a senior. 


CRAIGMAN, Jo'Dane DE 6-4,245 O© Ukiah, CA = Mendocino CC 
Had 16.5 sacks last season. ... Played basketball at Miami (Fla.) Senior before taking up foot- 
ball two years ago. 


DRAKE, 7.0. TE 6-6,228 990 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 32 overall prep school recruit. ... Caught 25 passes for 175 yards last 
season. ... All-district as a senior at Bardstown (Ky.) Nelson County. 


DRAYTON, Chris DB 60,200 © Augusta, GA Lakeside-Evans 


Rivals.com's No. 43 safety. ... No. 47 recruit in Georgia. ... Intercepted four passes as a senior. 


QB 6-4,204 © — Henderson, KY Henderson Co. 


FIDLER, Will 
Rivals.com’s No. 30 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 8 recruit in Kentucky. ... Enrolled for 
spring semester. ... Passed for 9,395 yards and 92 touchdowns as a senior. 


FOOTE, LaRay ATH 6-0,180 o© Memphis, TN Mitchell 


Tennessee Mr. Football finalist. ... Rushed for 1,360 yards while intercepting four pass- 


THE SLEEPER 


Chris Drayton, DB/LB 
Drayton has the speed to play safety, 
but could also add weight and become 
a very fast linebacker prospect. 
Kentucky went to Augusta, Ga., and 
beat rival Louisville for Drayton's serv- 
ices. Given his speed and athletic abil- 
ity, Drayton could play early. He had 83 
tackles for Lakeside-Evans High dur- 
ing his senior year. 


DB 6-0,188 9° 


Committments 
Average Stars 


66606 
OO666 


OO60S 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 36 


LOG) (TEENS 


Kentucky will still be young along the offensive line for 
the foreseeable future, but will attempt to get its num- 
bers balanced with four to six signees for 2007. The 
UK defense has lingered near the bottom of the SEC 
and NCAA stats for all three years under Rich Brooks, 
and the linebacker position has been particularty thin 
during that span. Signing Johnson was a huge boost, 
but the ‘Cats will continue to seek athleticism at that 
spot. UK will be junior and senior-dominated at the 
defensive end spot next season. The staff will contin- 
ue to look for upgrades there. 


HomeTown Scuoor 


Columbia, SC Richland N.E 


Stars 


Rivals.com’s No. 24 recruit in South Carolina. ... All-state. 


HARTLINE, Michael 


QB 6-6,179 ©9000 Canton, OH 


Glen Oak 


Rivals.com’s No. 31 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 39 recruit in Ohio. ... Passed for 
1,523 yards and rushed for 523 as a senior. 


JEFFERIES, Justin 


JOHNSON, Micah 


OL 66,300 9° 


Rivals.com’s No. 13 recruit in Kentucky. . 


Louisville, KY St. Xavier 


.. First-team all-state. 


DE 6-2,267 9900 


Fort Campbell, KY Ft. Campbell 


Rivals.com’s No 36 overall recruit. ... No. 2 strongside defensive end. ... No. 1 recruit in 
Kentucky. ... Kentucky Mr. Football. ... Played running back and linebacker in high school. 


JOHNSON, Steve 


WR 6-3,203 °° 


Hayward, CA Chabot College 


Caught 73 passes for 1,060 yards and 12 touchdowns last season. 


JONES, Terrence 


WR 6-2,183 oo 


Atlanta Douglass 


Caught 21 passes for 532 yards and three touchdowns as a senior. 


LUMPKIN, Ricky 


DE 6-4,255 oo 


Clarksville, TN Kenwood 


Rivals.com’s No. 19 recruit in Tennessee. ... Tennessee's Mr. Football in Class 4A. 


MINTON, Josh 


DE 6-2,241 


ooo Somerset, KY Pulaski S.W. 


Rivals.com No. 12 weakside defensive end. ... No. 5 recruit in Kentucky. 


PARIS, Jamil 


Rivals.com’s No. 13 weakside defensive end. ... No. 57 recruit in Florida. 


PETERS, Corey 


DE 65,213 ooo 


DT 6-3,284 occ Louisville, KY 


Vero Beach, FL Sebastian River 


Central 


Rivals.com's No. 24 defensive tackle. ... No. 3 recruit in Kentucky. 


SALAHUDIN, Ameer 


DB 5-11,180 9° 


Anderson,SC TL Hanna 


es on defense as a senior. 


GOODE, Chris TE 6-4,225 oo Dunwoody, GA Troupe 
Did not play football until junior year of high school. ... Averaged 21.5 yards per catch as a 
senior. 


GOODE, Demetrius RB 5-9,185 Oooo LaGrange,GA Troup County 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 all-purpose back. ... No. 17 recruit in Georgia. ... Rushed for 1,630 
yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior. 


GOODSON, Corey RB 62,210 ©co — Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 28 overall prep school recruit. ... Signed with Kentucky in 2005. ... Had 
114 tackles last season. 


GRIGSBY, A.J. DB 6-0,199 oo 


Had two sacks and an interception last season. 


GRINTER, Maurice RB 6-2,240 O00 Louisville, KY Fairdale 
Originally signed with Louisville in 2005 but did not enroll. ... Enrolled at Kentucky in 
January. ... Rivals.com’s No. 43 athlete in 2005. 


Torrence, CA El Camino CC 


All-state. ... Also played running back and wide receiver while returning punts and kickoffs. 


SEIBER, Lones K 59,165 99 Knoxville, TN Central 
All-state. ... 96 percent of kickoffs went for touchbacks. ... Averaged 46.2 yards per 
punt. ... Career-long field goal of 51 yards. 


STEVENS, Darrell WR 60,170 9° Tampa, FL Robinson 
Caught 45 passes for 870 yards and 10 touchdowns. ... Also started at safety. 


STRICKLAND, Michael WR 6-1,199 °° Marietta, GA Walton 
Three-year starter. ... Had 1,235 career receiving yards and 14 touchdown catches. 


THURMOND, Brandon LB 6-2,196 9© Atlanta Grady 


Had 21 sacks and 117 tackles as a senior. 
WARFCRD, Paul RB 5-10,198 O98 Richmond, KY Madison Central 
Rivals.com’s No. 12 recruit in Kentucky. ... Averaged 11.8 yards per carry as a junior. 


WATSON, LaShun WR 65,199 99° Greenville, GA Greenville 


Rivals.com’s No. 72 wide receiver. ... No. 43 recruit in Georgia. ... Four-year starter. 


2006 WWwW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's Sports Annuats 145 


WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


NOTEBOOK 


. Wr. CLass Hometown . - Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown ne of the more interesting newcomers is 
RICKY ABREN s Hopkinsville DEREK LEISTNER SN Covington Maurice Grinter, a 6-3, 253-pound freshman 
EJ. ADAMS 5; Snellville, GA DOMINIC LEWIS DE Radcliff who originally signed with Louisville. 
MICHAEL AITCHESON : Miami, FL TREVARD LINDLEY CB Hiram, GA When it came time for Grinter to report to train- 
JAMES ALEXANDER 6 Atlanta, GA RAFAEL LITTLE 1B Anderson, SC ing camp last season, he was told by Louisville's 
TERRELL BANKHEAD San Diego, CA 6 JOHN LOGAN WR Lexington coaches that they didn’t have a scholarship for him 
BRAD BARDO 3 215 Ft. Thomas DICKY LYONS, JR. New Orleans, LA and that he would report in January. That made him 
PATRICK BARNETTE 4 Eatontown, NJ MIKHAIL MABRY LB Mililani, HI a recruitable athlete again, and this time Kentucky 
BEN BATES : Plain City, OH ROCCO MARAGAS QB Canton, OH won his services. 
BRIAN BISHOP - Louisville TIM MASTHAY P/K 6- Munay Grinter enrolled in January and began spring 
SEO MAILAU BLAYLOCK OT 6. Salt Lake City, UT MARCUS MCCLINTON FS 6- Ft. Campbell practice as a super-sized strong safety. He eventu- 
ROSS BOGUE 6- Suwanee, GA MATT MCCUTCHAN CC 6- Lebanon, OH ally moved to outside linebacker, where he could 
KARL BOOKER : 1 Chesapeake, WV BEN MOGRATH 1B 6 Milford, OH see some playing time as a rookie. 
BLAKE BOWLING 6- Fr Middlesboro MARTIN MCPHERSON FS 6- Somerset “T think I can dominate on the field,” Grinter 
ANTOINE BROWN 5. Portage, IN AARON MILLER OT 6 Grayson said. 
JOE JOE BROWN R 6 Cordele, GA LAMAR MILLS DT 6- Slidell, LA Grinter’s presence on the Kentucky sideline will 
TOMMY BRUMMETT : St. Louis, MO SHOMARI MOORE CB 5- Camden, NJ add even more spice to the already heated in-state 
KEENAN BURTON R 6 r Louisville CODY MOREHEAD 0G 6- West Paducah rivalry with Louisville. 
ANTHONY CECIL 6- Hodgenville AUSTIN MOSS DE 6 Hopkinsville © Quarterback Will Fidler graduated early from 
TERRY CLAYTON 6- Olmstead ERIC MUELLER DE 6- Hebron Henderson County High School so that he could 
JOHN CONNER 4 t West Chester, OH SEAN MURPHY WR 6- Big Stone Gap, VA enroll in January and participate in spring drills. 
PATRICK DALY 3 Marietta, GA JORDAN NEVELS CB 5- Ft. Thomas In fact, he did more than run the third-team 
JAMES DAVIDSON - Missouri City, TX GREG NOE DE _6- Olmstead offense at practice. Fidler spent his spring break in 
TRAVIS DAY : Columbus, GA KENDALL O'DONNELL SS 6- Evansville, IN Los Angeles at Steve Clarkson's “Air 7” quarterback 
JASON DICKERSON : Elizabethtown CHRIS OLINGER WR 6- Hazard camp. He has worked with Clarkson since his fresh- 
TONY DIXON - Parrish, AL NIT ADJEIONINKU DE 6- Dayton, OH man year. 
T.C. DRAKE Bardstown MYRON PRYOR DT 6- Louisville New Kentucky quarterbacks coach Randy 
ZIPP DUNCAN Magnolia BRIAN PRZEPYSZNY K 6-1 Erie, PA Sanders, formerly Tennessee's offensive coordina- 
WILL FIDLER 6- Henderson CURTIS PULLEY QB é- Hopkinsville tor, is well aware of Clarkson's work. Clarkson also 
JOE FISCHER -6 Latonia ADAM RICHEY SS 5 Nicholasville tutored a pair of Sanders’ former quarterbacks at 
THOMAS FLANNERY - Olive Hill JOE SCHULER 1B 6- Evansville, IN Tennessee — Casey and Rick Clausen. 
DEMOREO FORD LaGrange, GA MICHAEL SCHWINDEL FS _6- Hawesville © Kentucky and Tennessee in essence traded 
JORGE GONZALEZ Fr Tampa, FL BRIAN SCOTT K 5 Morehead assistant coaches during the offseason. Randy 
MARK GOTCHER a: Lexington ERIC SCOTT DE 6+ Woodstock, GA Sanders, who stepped down last season as the 
DALLAS GREER 6- Pineville TYLER SEXTON TE 6- Somerset Volunteers’ offensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
MAURICE GRINTER 6- Fr__Louisville CASEY SHUMATE _C_6- Louisville coach, joined Rich Brooks’ staff as the quarterbacks 
TIMOTHY HARGRETT : ¢ Pompano Beach, FL TRAVIS SLAYDON = CG Harlingen, TX coach. 
BRAD HART : Paducah ALFONSO SMITH TB. 6-1 Louisville Sanders replaced Kurt Roper, who left Kentucky 
KENNY HAWKINS : Paducah BO SMITH CB G+ Owensboro to become the quarterbacks coach at Tennessee 
ZACH HENNIS : Plain City, OH ANTHONY STEWART : Anderson, SC under new offensive coordinator David Cutcliffe. 
J.J, HOUSLEY ‘ Hazard JACOB TAMME 6- Danville “Tt’s still football,” Sanders said of his address 
JEREMY JARMON 6- Fr__Collierville, TN FATU TURITURI 6- Amouli, Am. Samoa change. “It doesn’t matter if you're wearing an 
VENTRELL JENKINS . Columbia, SC JOHNNIE WALKER 6- Roswell, GA orange pullover or a blue pullover, the goals are still 
CHRISTIAN JOHNSON : Ft. Campbell DURRELL WHITE : Middlesboro the same.” 
DAVID JONES Huddy GARRY WILLIAMS : Louisville e Leadership probably will have to come from 
JESSE JONES 6- Louisville JARRELL WILLIAMS Cincinnati, OH places other than the senior class this season. 
MICAH JONES 6- Mayfield JOHNNY WILLIAMS = Neptune Beach, FL Because of scholarship limitations, attrition, 
BRAXTON KELLEY 6. LaGrange, GA MICHAEL WILLIAMS : Richmond injuries and other factors, Kentucky's roster features 
KRIS KESSLER 01 Lake Mary, FL ROGER WILLIAMS “ Rockmart, GA just seven recruited scholarship seniors. 
HAYDEN LANE 6. Lawrenceville, GA TRAL WILLIAMS G6 Franklin © The Cats played 14 true freshmen last season, 
BRANDON LAWRENCE LB 6-4 Hopkinsville ANDRE’ WOODSON 6- Radcliff the second-most in the nation. Only Arkansas and 
JASON LEGER - Brodhead WESLEY WOODYARD - LaGrange, GA Kent State played more. 
: (3-8, 2-6) 
Eific Att Cop. Int L ~ Louisville 24-31 
Ww Idaho State 41-29 
L at Indiana 14-38 
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BO SMITH 


chunks of land, as well as huge num- 
bers on the scoreboard. 

Archer, who enjoyed a_ successful 
seven-year run as linebackers coach with 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, has even joked 
that a moving van will park in front of his 
house if the defense doesn't improve. OK, 
so he wasn't really joking. 

Any chance for drastic improvement 
starts with a promising set of linebackers. 

Wesley Woodyard, a converted safety, 
is a litle light at 215 pounds, but he gives 
Kentucky speed it hasn't had at line- 


backer. He returns as the team’s leading 
tackler. Braxton Kelley is expected back 
from a torn knee ligament, and true 
freshman Micah Jones will compete for 
one of the starting jobs at outside line- 
backer. 

The Cats need more production from 
their defensive front. The defense pro- 
duced just 16 sacks last season, 10 from 
linemen. Those numbers must improve. 
Lamar Mills is back from a knee injury to 
team with Myron Pryor at defensive tack- 
le, with Ricky Abren and Durrell White 
forming the ends. Those four, plus some 
legitimate depth, give the Cats a fighting 
chance on the front. 

Cornerback Bo Smith might have 
been the team’s best all-around defend- 
er last season. He’s the team’s best cover 
guy, but unlike many corners, he 
doesn’t shy away from contact. Smith 
had 15 tackles in Kentucky’s narrow 
loss to Louisville. 


SPECIAL TEHMS 


Return man Rafael Little helped make 
the Cats the SEC’s top punt-return unit 
last season, and their kickoff return team 
ranked third in the league. 

Kentucky's 26.4-yard average on 
kickoff returns and 17.2-yard average 
on punt returns both established 
school records. 

Finding someone to put his foot 
into the ball is a different matter. 
Punter Tim Masthay had an ordinary 
rookie season at best, averaging 36.4 
yards, but Brooks maintains that 
Masthay has the leg to be one of the 


conference’s best punters. 


Kentucky's Winning Trend 1996-2005 


- yards per game. ... 
returns with a 16.9-yard 


rushing and receiving. ... 
' Surpassed 100 yards in both 


against Auburn. . 


‘backer last season who 
made a lot of tackles, but 


~ downfield. 
~ about 15 Eheaiali in the off- 
season and figures to be a 
_ stronger presence against 


"more tackles in five games, 


~ Ranked fifth Deuba 
aa 180.2 all-purpose 
Ranked 
fifth nationally in punt 


average. ... Led Kentucky in 


tushing and receiving 
.. Topped 
100 yards- rushing i in five of 
“14 games. ... Became UK's first 1 ,000-yard aan 
er since Artose Pinner in 2002. 


| Wesley Woodyard 
Was an undersized line- 


many of them came too far 
- Has added 


the mun. ... Posted 10 or 


including a career-high 18 — ae] 
against Tennessee in the season finale, ... Led 


the Cats in tackles and tackles for loss. ... 
“Started his college career as a safety before 


being moved to outside linebacker. — 


—LB Micah Johnson 

A running _ back/line- 
backer who was named to 
numerous high-school All- 
American _ teams. : 
Expected to compete for 
the starting job at outside 
linebacker with Joe Schuler 
when he reports for train- 
ing camp. ... A physically 
imposing prospect at 6-2, 
255 pounds who also will 
get a look in Kentucky's goal-line offense. .. 
Older brother Christian Johnson is competing for 
the starting job at left guard. 
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UK’s Little Can Go 
a Long Way 


It’s not hard to gauge Rafael 
Little’s impact on Kentucky foot- 
ball. All you have to do is walk 
through the front door of the 
coaches’ office, where a_bigger- 
than-life, 7-foot-tall poster of Little 
keeps watch over the lobby. 

At a time when not much has 
gone right for the Wildcats, Little 
has emerged as a symbol for opti- 
mism. No one on Kentucky's team 
has produced more when the chips 
were down. 

With the Cats facing the prospects 
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of an upset loss to Division I-AA Idaho 
State last season, Little returned a 
kickoff 99 yards for a touchdown. 
Against an Auburn defense that was 
one of the best in the SEC, Little 
topped 100 yards in both rushing and 
receiving. 

His 372 all-purpose yards against 
Vanderbilt led Kentucky to its highest 
point total (48) of the season. 

Without him, Kentucky's 3-8 season 
could have been even more disastrous. 
Now he returns as a legitimate SEC 
Player of the Year candidate if he can 
maintain the pace he set last season. 

“He'll make you miss and miss 
badly,” said Georgia coach Mark Richt, 
who compared Little to Warrick Dunn. 
“He's the most dangerous open-field 
back I've seen.” 

Little’s trek to Kentucky nearly 
included several detours. Coming out 
of T.L. Hannah High School in 
Anderson, S.C., Little admitted that 
his coach tried to steer him to nearby 
Clemson. Little was open to the idea 
until he was told that the Tigers want- 
ed him to be a defensive back. 

“I just thought I needed to go away 
to college and make a name for 
myself,” Little said. 

Then there was the matter of aca- 
demics. Little said he didn’t take 
school seriously until his junior year at 
Hannah High, and by then he was well 
behind in his studies. He took summer- 
school classes to replace D’s with B's, 
able to earn his college eligibility at 
the last minute. 

Little also arrived at Kentucky with 
a knee injury that had gone untreated. 
Surgery was required, forcing him to 
miss most of his freshman season. 

But in 2005 he took the field with 
his academics in order, his knee 
healthy and an offense that revolved 
around him. He rushed for 1,045 yards, 
and had team-highs with 46 catches 
for 449 yards. 

“Tf he’s on the bus, we've got a chance,” 
offensive coordinator Joker Phillips said. 
“Shoot, that guy is awesome. 

“Tm not sure he doesn’t have an ‘S’ 
on his chest.” 


A host of place-kickers, including true 
freshman Lones Seiber, will have a shot at 
replacing Taylor Begley, a four-year kick- 
er who probably was taken for granted. 
Until he graduated, that is. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

While the usual challenges await in the 
SEC, Kentucky has constructed a sched- 
ule that should give the Cats a chance to 
go bowling. 

History says that no opponent can be 
overlooked if you're Kentucky, but with 
Texas State, Central Michigan and 
Louisiana-Monroe rival 
Louisville on the non-conference sched- 


joining 


ule, the Cats should be favored to win at 
least three. 

Inside the conference, Mississippi 
State, Ole Miss and Vanderbilt present 
highly winnable opportunities, with the 
Rebels and Commodores coming to 
Commonwealth Stadium as part of a 
seven-game home schedule. 

That means that the table is set for the 
six wins needed to qualify for a bowl. The 
rest of the opponents in the SEC — 
Florida, 
Georgia and LSU — figure to be heavy 


South Carolina, Tennessee, 


favorites against the Cats. 


— Michael Smith 
SCAeceellc 
| Sept. 2 — at Louisville 


Sept. 23 “at Florida > 
Sept. 30 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


Ps r - Ay " 
 Oct.14 at LSU 


Oct. 28 at Mississippi State 


“ Nov.18  LOUISIANA-MONROE 


Nov.25 at Tennessee 
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Resilient Tigers Have the Potential for ‘Big Things’ 


From hurricanes to Hurricanes, LSU 
experienced one of the most unusual sea- 
sons in college football history last year. 

What began in peril ended in promise, 
as the Tigers weathered the deadly forces 
of nature, only to unleash their own fury 
in capping an 11-2 record with a startling 
40-3 victory over the Miami Hurricanes 
in the Peach Bowl. 

It was a journey like no other, and it 
strengthened the Tigers’ resolve for what- 
ever this year may bring. 

“T personally, and everyone else on the 
team, stuck together and found a way to 
win,” said junior quarterback Matt 
Flynn, the unlikely engineer of LSU’s 
resounding victory over Miami. 

Flynn spent most of the year as an 
understudy to strong-armed JaMarcus 
Russell, who made headlines even before 
the season began when Hall of Fame 
rock-and-roll singer Fats Domino was 
among those housed in Russell’s two-bed- 
room apartment in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Russell and his teammates also joined 
others in a massive life-and-death relief 
effort at LSU’s basketball arena, which 
became the largest field triage unit in 
United States history. 

Through it all, the Tigers showed the 
resiliency to become the first LSU team 
Auburn, Florida and 
Alabama in the same season. Russell 
threw for 2,443 yards and 15 touch- 


downs, as LSU won the Southeastern 


ever to beat 


Conference Western Division title. 
For all that, Russell separated his left 
(non-throwing) shoulder in the Tigers’ 


34-14 setback to Georgia in the SEC 
Championship Game. Pressed into serv- 
ice, Flynn made the most of the opportu- 
nity in the Peach Bowl by completing 13 
of 22 passes for 196 yards and two touch- 
downs. LSU scored on eight consecutive 
possessions, and Flynn was named the 
game’s offensive most valuable player. 

All well and good, except that Russell 
also underwent offseason surgery to 
repair an injured right wrist. Russell is 
expected to be back at full health for the 
start of the season, but his status is among 
a number of concerns facing the Tigers. 

Running backs Alley Broussard and 
Justin Vincent sat out spring workouts 
with knee injuries, and Broussard’s 
return, in particular, appears vital to 
LSU’s well being. The two lines sustained 
major losses due to graduation, including 
the departures of All-American defensive 
tackles Kyle Williams and Claude 
Wroten. 

Undaunted after the events of last sea- 
son, second-year coach Les Miles said 
LSU has “a lot of work to do,” but also 


“the potential ... to do big things.” 


OFFENSE 


As has been customary in recent years, 
the offense abounds with athletic ability. 
What's different is the uncertainty and 
the need for healthy returns from some 
key components. 

Alley Broussard sat out last season with 
a knee injury suffered in the preseason. 
Justin Vincent suffered a torn anterior 

SEC 
spring 


cruciate ligament in the 


Championship Game. Their 
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absences gave Miles an opportunity to 
develop some depth, but Miles also 
knows that LSU is “much better with 
them healthy.” 

The hard-charging Broussard led LSU 
in rushing two years ago with 142 carries 
for 867 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Vincent has yet to duplicate his freshman 
rushing record of 1,001 yards. Even so, 
he was the team’s second-leading rusher 
last year behind the departed Joseph 
Addai, having rushed 121 times for 488 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Offering protection will be a revamped 
line, led by returning starting guards Will 
Arnold and Brian Johnson. By all 
accounts, junior Brett Helms has made a 
smooth transition from guard to center, 
where he’s replaced Academic All- 
American Rudy Niswanger. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 150.8 ypg rushing (4th in SEC/ G2nd in NCAA), 224.0 ypg passing (4th/S5th), 374.1 yng total offense (4th/60th), 28.5 ppg (Sth/43rd) 


QB JaMarcus Russell* Jr. 
RB Alley Broussard Jr. 
RB Jacob Hester Jr. 
WR Dwayne Bowe* Sr. 
Craig Davis* Sr. 
TE _ Keith Zinger* Sr. 
LT Giron Black Fr. 
LG Brian Johnson* Sr. 
C Brett Helms* So. 
RG Will Arnold* Jr. 
RT Herman Johnson So. 


“Returning starter 


Must overcome shoulder and wrist surgery. 
Bouncing back from season-ending knee injury. 
Rushed for 70 yards and a touchdown in Peach Bowl. 
Caught three TD passes in final spring scrimmage. 
Averaged 50.8 receiving yards per game last season. 
Has made 21 career starts, including 11 last year. 
Attended same high school as QB Matt Flynn. 

Spent most of last season at right tackle. 

Adapting well after moving from guard. 

Coaches chose him to All-SEC second team. 

Needs to show improvement with footwork. 


M. Flynn, Jr/R. Perrilloux, Fr. 
Justin Vincent, Sr. 
Steven Korte, So. 
Early Doucet, Jr. 
Xavier Carter, Jr. 

Mit Cole, Jr. 

Peter Dyakowski, Sr. 
Carnell Stewart, Jr. 
Ryan Miller, So. 
Andrew Decker, So. 
Peter Dyakowski, Sr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 91.5 ypg rushing (2nd in SEC/6th in NCAA), 169.6 ypg passing (Srd/11th), 266.8 yng total offense (2nd/3rd), 14.2 ppg (2nd/3rd) 


DE Chase Pittman* Sr. 
DT Glenn Dorsey Jr. 
DT Marlon Favorite So. 
DE  Kirston Pittman dr. 
LB Ali Highsmith” Jr. 
LB Luke Sanders Jr. 
LB Darry Beckwith So. 
CB Chevis Jackson* di. 
CB JonathanZenon = dr. 
SS Jessie Daniels* _—Sr. 
FS LaRonLandry* —Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Herman Johnson, at 6-7, 339 pounds, 
is a towering presence at one tackle spot. 
Ciron Block, at 318 pounds, beefs up the 
other position. 

At the controls, if health permits, 
should be junior JaMarcus Russell. 

“Tell be difficult not to start JaMarcus 
somewhere, sometime,” Miles said. 

Matt Flynn is ready to step in at a 
moment’s notice, and heralded redshirt 
freshman Ryan Perrilloux is a multi-tal- 
ented threat. 

Additional firepower comes from a 
receiving corps that must overcome its 
inconsistency. Senior Dwayne Bowe 
caught a team-high 41 passes for 710 
yards and nine touchdowns last season. 
He has also continued to show “why he’s 
a great go-to guy,” Miles said. 

Others sure to make impacts are senior 


Forced two fumbles and recorded a safety last season. 
Coaches have high expectations. 

Saw action in only three games last year. 

Gives LSU speed off the corner. 

Savvy and hard-hitting veteran. 

Has battled injuries throughout his career. 
Recorded eight tackles, recovered a fumble. 
Started every game last year at right cornerback. 
Physical skills give him a chance to be an all-star. 
Versatile, tough-nosed competitor with 25 starts. 
Second-leading returning tackler with 69, 


Ryan Willis, Sr. 

Al Jones, Fr. 

Charles Alexander, So. 
Ricky Jean-Francois, Fr. 
Jacob Cutrera, Fr. 
Jason Spadoni, Sr. 
Dominic Cooper, Jr. 
Daniel Francis, Sr. 
Sammy Joseph, Sr. 
Craig Steltz, Jr. 

Keron Gordon, Sr. 


Craig Davis, junior Early Doucet and 
senior tight end Keith Zinger. 


DEFENSE 


For all the new faces defensively, some 
things remain unchanged. 

“We have a lot of speed there,” said 
junior Ali Highsmith, the linebacking 
corps only returning starter. “We can run 
to the ball.” 

In that sense, the defense will have a 
familiar look, even if tackles Kyle 
Williams and Claude Wroten must be 
replaced on a line that contributed to the 
nation’s third-best overall defense (266.8 
yards per game). 

Back is senior end Chase Pittman, who 
made marked improvement once he 
worked “the rust off.” Pittman, who had 
three sacks among his 34 tackles, sat out 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 2006 


Keiland Williams, RB 

One of the top prep school prospects in the country, Williams is tal- 
ented enough to come in and compete for playing time right away. 
Williams split time with Alabama recruit Mike Ford last season at 
Hargrave (Va.) Military Academy and rushed for 1,325 yards and 12 
touchdowns. 


Al Woods, DT 

Woods has the physical tools to see the field his freshman season. 
Fairly raw, he needs to work on his technique and learn the college 
game quickly, but once the light comes on, there is no question he 
could make an impact. 


Richard Dickson, TE 

Dickson was considered by many to be the top player in Mississippi 
last year. At tight end or defensive end, he’s a candidate for early play- 
ing time based on his talent and tenacity. Good hands may mean he 
will see time on offense early. 


TS SIEMLOIMEFRES OF MiIf-FILT 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown Scnoot 


ALLEN, Matt OL 6-3,285 oeoo Klein, TX Collins 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 18 offensive guard. ... No. 35 recruit in Texas. 
... First-team all-district. 


CLEMONS, Shomari DB 6-1,208 ©@&© West Monroe, LA W. Monroe 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 15 safety. ... No. 6 recruit in Georgia. ... All-state. 


CUTRERA, Jacob 1B 6-4,224 900 Lafayette,LA Acadiana 
Rivals.com's No. 17 inside linebacker. ... No. 12 recruit in Louisiana. ... Had 98 tackles and 
three sacks as a senior. ... Had 15 sacks as a junior. ... Enrolled for spring semester. 


DEAS, Charles DT 64,315 9°00 FL Lauderdale, FL Dillard 
Rivals.com’s No. 79 overall recruit. ... No. 6 defensive tackle. ... No. 9 recruit in Florida. 
... Sat out senior season to focus on academics. 


DICKSON, Richard TE 6-3,235 ©0906 Ocean Springs, MS ocean springs 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 6 tight end. ... No. 5 recruit in Mississippi. ... 

Caught 39 passes for 523 yards and five touchdowns as a senior. ... Father played for 

Mississippi State. 


DIXON, Ricky WR 6-2,2022 ©0900  Reserve,LA East St. John 
Rivals.com’s No. 23 wide receiver. ... No. 7 recruit in Louisiana. ... Accounted for 1,838 
yards and 25 touchdowns at receiver, tight end and quarterback as a senior. 


EUGENE, Jai DB 5-11,169 ©900  Destrehan,LA —_Destrehan 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 12 cornerback. ... No. 9 recruit in Louisiana. ... 
Played quarterback as a senior. ... Had seven interceptions as a junior. 


GIDDENS, Troy ATH 6-0,201 O00 Hammond, LA Hammond 
Rivals.com's No. 32 athlete. ... No. 13 recruit in Louisiana. ... Had 87 solo tackles and 
nine sacks as a senior. 


LEVINGSTON, Lazarius DE 6-4,265 ooo Ruston, LA Ruston 
Rivals.com's No. 36 strongside defensive end. ... No. 14 recruit in Louisiana. ... Had 
eight sacks as a senior. 


LOADHOLT, Phil OL 69,345 ooo Garden City, KS Garden City CC 


Rivals.com’s No. 39 overall junior college recruit. ... All-conference in junior college. 


LOTT, J.D. TE 63,210 ooo Birmingham, AL Briarwood 


Rivals.com’s No. 46 tight end. ... Played linebacker and defensive end as a senior. 


McCRAY, Danny DB 60,205 9°90 Spring, TX Westfield 
Rivals.com’s No. 22 safety. ... No. 53 recruit in Texas. ... Played safety and linebacker in 
high school. 


MITCHELL, Chris WR 6-2,19 ©©00 Marrero,LA John Ehret 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 19 wide receiver. ... No. 5 recruit in Louisiana. 
... Played quarterback, receiver, safety, punter and kick returner as a senior. ... 
Accounted for 15 touchdowns in six games. 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


oO600 
OO606 


Jason Teague, DB OGO6S 


Teague, who is a big defensive back at } Total Stars 

6-2, 190, has the hips and change-of- 

direction skills to develop into a lock- MEIC 

down cornerback at the next level. 

LSU beat Oklahoma, Texas A&M and O07 (IEEDS 

other schools for the Houston prod- The Tigers have been able to sign elite players 

uct's signature. Teague’s high schoo! _ at nearly every position during their recent run, 

coached raved about his athleticism. except for tight end. This year, LSU likely will 
again target the top prospects at that position 
and attempt to sign one of the nation’s top 
prospects. The Tigers will also look to sign 
more offensive linemen than they did in 2006. 
There are several talented defensive linemen in 
the Pelican State this year, and LSU will look to 
continue to reload at that position. 


THE SLEEPER 


HomeTown Scnoot 


MITCHELL, Jared WR 5-11,197 cooo@ Newlhberia,LA Westgate 
Rivals.com’s No. 97 overall recruit. ... No. 10 wide receiver. ... No. 3 recruit in 
Louisiana. ... Passed for 1,720 yards and rushed for 834 as a senior. ... Will also play 
baseball. 


MURPHY, Richard RB 6-1,195 ©G00  Rayille,LA Rayville 
Rivals.com’s No. 9 all-purpose back. ... No. 4 recruit in Louisiana. ... Three-time first- 
team all-state, ... Rushed for 1,559 yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior. 


ODOM, Derrick LB 6-2,198 OOO Jackson,MS Callaway 


Rivals.com's No. 82 overall recruit. ... No. 7 outside linebacker. ... No. 2 recruit in 
Mississippi. ... Had 12 sacks as a senior. 


RILEY, Perry 1B 6-1,205 ooo Stone Mtn., GA Stephenson 
Rivals.com’s No. 27 outside linebacker. ... No. 21 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 131 tack- 
les, four interceptions and two sacks as senior. 


SCOTT, Charles RB 60,215 ©@oo Jonesboro, LA Hodge 
Rivals.com’s No. 50 overall recruit. ... No. 8 running back. ... No. 2 recruit in Louisiana. 
... Louisiana Mr. Football. ... Rushed for 2,039 yards and 28 touchdowns as a senior. 


SHEPPARD, Kelvin IB 6-2,220 990 Stone Mtn., GA Stephenson 
Rivals.com’s No. 36 inside linebacker. ... No. 41 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 10 sacks as a 


senior. 


SINGLETON, Steven OL 6-3,285 99°  — Buford, GA Buford 


Rivals.com’s No. 26 offensive guard. ... No. 32 recruit in Georgia. ... First-team all-state. 


SNYDER, Mark OL 67,270 ooo Monroe, LA West Monroe 
Rivals.com’s No. 46 offensive tackle. ... No. 24 recruit in Louisiana. ... Missed junior 
season with a torn ACL. 


TEAGUE, Jason DB 6-2,199 990 Carthage, TX Carthage 
Rivals.com's No. 30 cornerback. ... No. 65 recruit in Texas. ... Had eight interceptions 
as a senior. ... Returned three picks for touchdowns. 


THOMAS, Zhamal OL 6-4,235 ©0000 Newlberia,LA New lberia 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 12 offensive guard. ... No. 10 recruit in 
Louisiana. ... All-state honorable mention. 


WILLIAMS, Keiland RB 6-0,215 @©@O00 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 


Rivals.com’s No. 5 overall prep school recruit. ... First running back in Hargrave histo- 
ry to top 1,000 yards. ... Rushed for 1,325 yards and 12 touchdowns. 


WOODS, Al DT 64,329 ooooo Elton, LA Elton 
Rivals.com’s No. 20 overall recruit. ... No. 2 defensive tackle. ... No, 1 recruit in 
Louisiana. ... Parade All-American. ... Had 109 tackles as a senior, ... First-team all- 
state. 
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lndividual Stats 


TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass HomeTown 


40 _ DUSTIN ADAMS LB 5-10 224 Sr __ Portland, TX 

91 CHARLES ALEXANDER DE 6-3 285 So Breaux Bridge 
MATT ALLEN OL 6-3 285 Fr __ Spring, TX 

83 _ KYLE ANDERSON TE 6-5 266 Fr __The Woodlands, TX 


47 _ CALEB ANGELLE TE 6-2 195  Jr__ Breaux Bridge 
73__ WILL ARNOLD OG 6-4 322 _Jr__ Gloster, MS 


48 DARRY BECKWITH LB 6-1 229 So__ Baton Rouge 
53 _ JEREMY BENTON LB 6-1 227 So __Monroe 


70 __ CITRON BLACK OT 6-4 318 Fr__‘Tyler, TX 
35 _ ANDRE BOAGNI PK 5-9 166 = Sr__ Zac 

17__ DANIEL BOBO LB 6-0 192 _Jr_ Pineville 
80 _ DWAYNE BOWE WR 6-3 217 ‘Sr __ Miami, FL 


22 ALLEY BROUSSARD RB 6-0 237 Jr__ Lafayette 


86 CODY BROWN LB 5-10 200 -Fr_ Baton Rouge 
14 JEREMY BUNTING _QB 5-11 195 So _Tioga 


44 _ JACOB CANTELLI LB 6-1 220 _Jr__ Baton Rouge 

32 _ ALLEN CAREY FB 6-0 215 So Plano, TX 

23 _ XAVIER CARTER WR 6-3 198 Jr __ Palm Bay, FL 
7__HAROLD CHAMBLISS WR 5-8 175 _Jr__New Orleans 

21 _DONNIECHAUCER RB 5-11 192 Jr__ Hammond 

46 _ JOSH CHAUVIN LB 5-11 220 Jr Houma 

87__ TERRELL CLAYTON = WR_5-9 170 Sr_ Shreveport 

81 _MIT COLE TE 6-4 260 _Jr__ Picayune, MS 

43 _ HARRY COLEMAN S 6-2 203 Fr__Baldwin 

11__ DOMINIC COOPER LB 6-4 225 Jr __New Orleans 


30 __ PAUL CORYELL WR_5-11.185_ Sr_ Baton Rouge 


54 _ JACOB CUTRERA LB 6-4 225 Fr__ Lafayette 
38 __ BRADY DALFREY P_ 6-0 203 So __Carencro 


31__ JESSIE DANIELS SS 5-11 203 _Sr__ Breaux Bridge 

6 COLT DAVID PK 5-9 182 So __ Grapevine, TX 

3 __ CRAIG DAVIS WR 6-2 199 Sr __New Orleans 

60 DAVE DAVIS OL 6-1 273 _Jr__ Shreveport 
CHARLES DEAS DT 6-4 315 _Fr__Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

55 _ ANDREW DECKER OL 6-3 275 So __ Holland, OH 

59 LEO DESELLE DL 6-0 266 Sr __New Orleans 

61 __JOSH DICHARRY OL 6-2 300 _St__ Gonzales 
RICHARD DICKSON _TE 6-3 245 _Fr__ Ocean Springs, MS 
RICKY DIXON WR 6-2 205 Fr __LaPlace 

72__ GLENN DORSEY DT 6-2 284 _Jr__ Gonzales 

9 _ EARLY DOUCET WR 6-0 206 Jr __ St. Martinville 

77__PETER DYAKOWSKI _OT 6-5 294 Sr _ Vancouver, Canada 
JAI EUGENE CB 6-0 175 _Fr__Destrehan 

99 MARLON FAVORITE DT 6-1 291 So Harvey 

36 PATRICK FISHER P_ 6-5 241 Jr __Hyattsville, MD 

15 __ MATT FLYNN QB 6-3 228 Jr__Tyler, TX 

58 _ ACE FOVIL LB 6-1 225 So __ Mandeville 

37__ DANIEL FRANCIS DB 5-11 183 _Sr__Port Barre 

26 JARED FUGATE FB 6-1 200 So __ Brentwood, IN 

39 _ RYAN GAUDET PK 5-6 154 Sr __New Orleans 

24 _ SEAN GAUDET PK 5-9 165 So __New Orleans 
TROY GIDDENS ATH 5-11 218 Fr __ Hammond 

24 _KERON GORDON S61 203 Sr__ Tampa, FL 
JOSH GRAHAM PK 5-11 185 Fr _Covinaton 

88 DONALD HAINS DT 5-11 254 _Jr__ Diamondhead, MS 

29 _ CHRIS HAWKINS DB 6-1 182 Fr__ Walker 

74 _ BRETT HELMS OG 6-2 290 So _ Stuttgart, AR 

55 _COY HENDERSON IB 6-1 215 —_Jr__ Baton Rouge 

18 JACOB HESTER FB 6-0 232 Jr__ Shreveport 

7 __ ALL HIGHSMITH 1B 6-1 226 Jr__‘ Miami, FL 

95 _ LYLE HITT DI 6-2 281 _‘Fr__ Baton Row 

78 PARIS HODGES OF 6-5 315  Sr__ Vacaville, CA 

8 TRINDON HOLLIDAY RB 5-5 165 Fr Zach 

66 MAX HOLMES OL 6-4 280 _Fr__Baton Rouge 

21 _CHEVIS JACKSON DB 6-0 189 Jr __Mobile, AL 

41 _ CHRIS JACKSON PK 5-11 174 Sr__ River Ridge 

28 _R.J, JACKSON RB 6-0 205 _Fr__ Houston, TX 

93 TYSON JACKSON DE 6-5 281 So _Edgard 

90 RICKY JEAN-FRANCOISDE 6-3 266 fr Miami, FL 


Effic 
136.56 
180.18 


Name 
Russell 
Flynn 


Att 
187 
121 

59 


Name 
Addai 


RUSHING 


RECEIVING — No. 


35 


32 


Green 


Tackles: Vaughn 83 
Interceptions: Landr 
Sacks: Oliver 9 

Tackles for loss: Va 


DEF. LEADERS 


311 188 


Gain 
941 
521 
251 17 
Yds 
41 710 


559 
268 


No. NAME Pos. Hr. Wt. Crass Hometown 

75 _ BRIAN JOHNSON OT 6-4 297 Sr __ Tallahassee, FL 

79 HERMAN JOHNSON OT 6-7 339 So __Denton, 7X 

45 QUINN JOHNSON FB 6-2 224 So Edgard 

47 __ TREMAINE JOHNSON DE 6-2 270 So Galena Park, TX 

84 AL JONES DE 233__—*Fr__New Orleans 

40 SHAWN JORDAN FB 236 _Jr__El Paso, TX 

14 __ SAMMY JOSEPH CB 5-11 185 Sr __ New Orleans 

42 __ STEVEN KORTE FB 6-1 237__ So _ Mandeville 

1__BRANDONLAFELL WR 6-3 181 Fr __Houston, TX 

30 _LARON LANDRY FS 204 Sr__Ama 

89 MATT LAUDEN DT 260 _Fr__ Slidell 

10__ QUENTIN LEDAY WR 6-1 180 Fr _ Opelousas 

32__ BRANDON LEDGISTER RB 6-0 214 Jr _ Houston, TX 
L. LEVINGSTON DE 6-4 265 Fr __Ruston 
PHILIPLOADHOLT OL 6-9 345 So Fountain, CO 
J.D, LOTT TE 6-4 225 Fr __ Shoal Creek, AL 

72 _ COLE LOUVIERE OL 6-5 279 So __River Ridge 

13 AUGUST MANGIN, WR _5-10 200 _‘Fr_Lewisville, TX 

88 ALONZO MANUEL TE 6-3 234 Sr__ Jennings 
DANNY MCCRAY S__6-1 205 _Fr__ Houston, TX 

27 __ JOSH MCMANUS WR 5-11 181 Jr __ New Orleans 

45 JOE MCNULTY TE 6-3 225 Jr __Lafayette 

42 __ MICAH METRAILER LB 6-0 240 Jr Baton Rouge 

67 BRANDON MILLEN OL_6-2 248 ~—Fr__ Bossier Ci 

63 _ RYAN MILLER C 6-6 302 So __Lake Charles 
CHRIS MITCHELL WR_6-0 173 Fr_—‘Marrero 
JARED MITCHELL WR 6-0 185 Fr __ New Iberia 
RICHARD MURPHY RB 6-1 198 Fr __Rayville 
DERRICK ODOM LB 6-1 205 Fr __ Jackson, MS 

1i__RYANPERRILLOUX QB 6-2 222 fr Reserve 

94 _ CHASE PITTMAN DE 6-4 265 Sr __ Shreveport 

49 KIRSTON PITTMAN DE 6-4 254 Jr Garyville 


85 DOUG PLANCHARD TE/C 6-3 281 Sr_ Baton Rouge 


39 CARLOS RACHEL WR 
29 _ CHRIS REED 


5-9 174 Jr 

PK 6-10 175 So 

50 __ MICHAEL RICKS LB 5-11 224 St 
PERRY RILEY EB 6-2 215 ‘Fr 

34 ANTONIO ROBINSON RB 6-1 206 ‘Fr 

15 _KEELEN ROBINSON WR 5-11 177 So 

22 PAUL RUSHING DB 5-11:185 ‘Fr 

4 JAMARCUS RUSSELL QB 6-6 252 Jr 

35 _ LUKE SANDERS LB 6-4 229 Jr 
CHARLES SCOTT RB 5-11 223 Fr 
KELVIN SHEPPARD LB 6-3 220 Fr 
STEVEN SINGLETON OL 6-3 295 Fr 

62 __ ROBERT SMITH OL 6-2 269 So 
MARK SNYDER OL 6-7 295 Fr 

33 __ JASON SPADONI LB 6-0 221 Sr Kenner 

16 _ CRAIG STELTZ S_6-2 203 Jr _New Orleans 

71__CARNELL STEWART OT 6-4 294 Jr __ River Ridge 

26 JOSH STOLTZ LB 5-11 200 Fr __Kenner 

27 __ CURTIS TAYLOR DB_ 6-3 199 So __ Franklinton 
JASON TEAGUE CB 6-0 170 Fr __Carthage, TX 
ZHAMALTHOMAS OL 6-4 315 Fr _ New Iberia 

23 RENALDO THOMPSON DB 5-10 178 Jr__ Shreveport 

58 _MATHU TRAVIS DE 6-2 226 Jr Selma, AL 

25 _ JUSTIN VINCENT RB 5-10 219 _Sr__Lake Charles 

92__TIMWASHINGION DE 6-3 265 So Sugar Land, TX 

12 _ JAMES WELKER QB 6-3 225 Jr __Tarzana, CA 

69 GARETT WIBEL OG 6-3 287 St _ Metairie 
KEILAND WILLIAMS RB 5-11 223 Fr _Lafayette 

52__ RYAN WILLIS DE 6-3 270 Sr __New Orleans 
AL WOODS DT 6-5 325 Fr Elton 

84 ANDREW WRIGHT _TE 6-7 280 Jr _Lake Charles 

38 ANTHONY ZEHYOUE IB 6-1 259 Jr _ Baton Rouge 

19 JONATHAN ZENON DB 6-0 179 Jr Breaux Bridge 

65 PJ. ZIMMERMANN SNP 6-2 245 So New Orleans 

89 KEITH ZINGER TE 6-4 259 Sr Leesville 


New Orleans 
Covington 
Amite 
Ellenwood, GA 
Winnfield 
Shreveport 
Houston, TX 
Mobile, AL 
West Monroe 
Saline 

Stone Mtn., GA 
Buford, GA 
Bossier Cit 
Kenner 


Att Cmp Int Yds TD Long Yds/G 
2443 15 50 203.6 


48 27 1 562 7 55. 50:8 


Net 
911 
488 


234 


Loss 
30 


33 


Avg 
17.3 
16.0 


8.4 


Highsmith 75, Oliver 69 

3, Zenon 2, fiv 
roten 6, Williams 4.5 
yhn 11 


with 1 


Results 


“NOTEBOOK 


n the only offseason coaching change, Earl 

Lane replaced Karl Dunbar as the defensive 
line coach after Dunbar returned to the NFL to 
take a similar position with the Minnesota 
Vikings. 

Dunbar had left the Chicago Bears to coach 
for one season at his alma mater. 

Lane, 49, spent the last 10 years at the 
University of South Florida, which ranked 14th in 
scoring defense and 18th in rushing defense last 
year en route to earning its first bowl berth, 

© Coach Les Miles said there’s no doubt he 
could find a place on his team for basketball 
sensation Glen “Big Baby” Davis, who helped 
LSU to a Final Four appearance. 

“Oh, my gosh, yeah,” Miles said when asked if 
he could make use of the 6-9, 310-pound Davis. 

“A guy like Big Baby, you could find a place 
for him,” Miles said. “There’s any number of 
places, offensively and defensively.” 

Davis played football at University High, a 
Class 1A school in Baton Rouge, but quit after 
his junior year. Among other positions, he played 
running back and linebacker. 

“What's amazing is that he looks so thin in 
real life,” Miles said. “He looks so sleek. TV 
doesn’t do him justice.” 

* Junior wide receiver Xavier Carter was 
named the NCAA Division I Men's Indoor Track 
Athlete of the Year by the U.S. Track and Field 
and the Cross Country Coaches Association. 

At the NCAA Championships in March, Carter 
won the 400-meter run in a school-record 45.28 
seconds, anchored the Tigers’ winning 4x400- 
meter relay team and finished second in the 
200-meter dash. Carter caught four passes for 86 
yards and a touchdown last season. 

¢ In the wake of having Hurricane Katrina 
force relocation of LSU’s game against Arizona 
State, LSU ticket holders contributed $117,900 
to the LSU Hurricane Student Relief Fund. The 
game originally was scheduled for Tiger Stadium, 
but had to be moved to Tempe, Ariz., because of 
emergency relief efforts on LSU's campus. 

Ticket holders were offered the option of 
donating their ticket refunds to the hurricane 
fund, leaving their refunds with LSU or using 
them toward the purchase of tickets in 2008. 


(11-2, 7-1) 
L Tennessee OT 27-30 
Ww at Mississippi State 37-7 
Ww at Vanderhilt 34-6 
Ww Florida 21-17 
Ww Auburn OT 20-17 


56-3 
24-0 
OT 16-13 
40-7 
19-17 
14-34 


North Texas 
Appalachian State 
at Alabama 
at Ole Miss 
Arkansas 


vs. Georgia tatianta) 


Peach Bowl 
vs. Miami (FL) 


= 


40-3 
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the previous year after transferring from 
Texas. 

Junior tackle Glenn Dorsey promises 
to be as good “as the guys we lost there,” 
Miles said. As a part-time starter last year, 
Dorsey finished with 28 tackles. 

Additional line support figures to come 
from end Kirston Pittman (no relation to 
Chase) and tackle Marlon Favorite. 

Highsmith is the top returning tackler 
and finished second last year with 75 
stops. He figures to get support from the 
likes of junior Luke Sanders and sopho- 


more Darry Beckwith. 

It remains to be seen how much pres- 
sure can be put on the quarterback, but 
once the ball reaches the secondary, LSU 
has incredibly gifted and experienced 
players there. 

Lindys preseason All-American free 
safety LaRon Landry has been a three- 
year starter and was an All-SEC choice 
last year with 69 tackles and a team-high 
three interceptions. Senior strong safety 
Jessie Daniels has started for the better 
part of two years and forced two fumbles 
while making 39 tackles last season. 

Versatile junior cornerback Chevis 
Jackson intercepted a pass and recovered 
a fumble while making 47 tackles. After 
having been plugged in at nickel back, 
junior Jonathan Zenon will have more 
opportunity to display his immense skills 
playing opposite Jackson. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Two-time All-American return man 
Skyler Green is gone, but the Tigers are 
hardly lacking in this department. 

Returning kicks could be Trindon 
Holliday, a speedy 5-5, 165-pound fresh- 
man. Lending support, and replacing 
Green in bringing back punts, should be 
Chevis Jackson and senior Daniel Francis. 

Add in the threat of junior track speed- 
ster Xavier Carter, and Miles said, “I think 
our return game is going to be good.” 

So should the kicking game, with sen- 
ior Chris Jackson back to provide his 
services as both punter and place-kicker. 
An arm injury kept him from spring 
practice and ended his LSU baseball 


career at third base, but it should not 


<3, 


_ Despite playing in the 
“small town of Elton, La., 
~this 6-5, 
~ gained national acclaim for 


-country by every major 


~ season like last year when | | 
“he. completed 60.5 percent | 
_ of his passes. (188 of 311) | 
for an average of 203.6 


isu" to” overtime victo- } 
r inst Auburn and } 
and pes 


tions for 47 aa maloding one for 32 yards. .. 
_ Despite limited! playing time, he broke up eee 
_ passes, which tied for third best on the team. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
~ DT Al Woods: 


325-pounder 


his extraordinary feats at 
his Class 1A school. Rated 
among the top defensive 
tackle prospects in the 


recruiting publication. 
Competed in the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl and was a Parade Al 
American. ... Completed his high school career — 
with 109 tackles, ‘including 12 for losses, as a 
-senior. His junior season included 100 tackles — 


i wa 11 for losses. 
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Back Alley: RB is 
Raring to Run 


Not only did LSU coach Les Miles 
refer to junior Alley Broussard as 
“maybe the best back in the SEC who 
didn’t take a snap last year,” but Miles 
went so far as to say that Broussard 
“arguably, may be the best back in the 
SEC, period.” 

That would be saying a lot. 

After a year's absence for 
Broussard, people can judge for them- 
selves when he returns to action for 
the first time since tearing the anteri- 
or cruciate ligament in his right knee 


fF" OF LlLUe 


in August 2005. 

Broussard redshirted after leading 
LSU in rushing in 2004, when he carried 
142 times for 867 yards and 10 touch- 
downs. He set a school record for 250 
rushing yards — with three TDs — 
against Ole Miss. 

Broussard kept a low profile through 
spring practice, when he was limited as 
he continued his rehabilitation. An 
excused absence to tend to a family 
matter in Lafayette, La., only added to 
rumors that he had _ entertained 
thoughts about leaving the team. 

LSU officials dispelled that notion, 
but Broussard said working his way 
back to health hasn't been easy. 

“I feel like a baby trying to walk,” 
said the 6-0, 237-pound Broussard. 
“T feel like a freshman again, just trying 
to get back in the game.” 

LSU, for its part, needs a return of 
the hard-charging Broussard, who 
rushed for 109 yards and a touchdown 
against Iowa in the Capital One Bowl. 
Or the Broussard, who rushed for at 
least 80 yards six times as a sophomore, 
including the last five games of the 
2004 season. 

At the time, a confident Broussard 
said, “If I can’t make the move, I just go 
out there and try to run through you.” 

LSU is looking for more of the same 
from Broussard, particularly in light of 
the fact that senior running back Justin 
Vincent also tore his right ACL in the 
Tigers’ 40-3 victory over Miami in last 
season's Peach Bowl. 

This isn’t the first time Broussard has 
faced adversity. As a freshman, two 
fumbles in the second game of the year 
paved the way for Vincent to become 
the premier running back on LSU's Bowl 
Championship Series title team. A head 
injury delayed Broussard’s ascension to 
the starting spot as a sophomore. 

Now, after a long and exhausting 
wait, Broussard is more than ready to 
confirm Miles’ belief in him. 


impair his kicking. 

Jackson averaged 41.5 yards per punt 
last season, also making 10 field goals, 
including a 50-yarder. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Barring any more natural disasters, 
LSU should get off to a much smoother 
start than it did a year ago when 
Hurricane Katrina forced postponement 
of the first game and relocation of the 
second game to an away contest. 
Hurricane Rita then caused the third 
game to be played on a Monday night. 

LSU struggled to a 1-1 start before 
winning nine in a row, including over- 
time victories against Auburn and 
Alabama. 

LSU shouldn't have any trouble 
against the University of Louisiana- 
Lafayette to open its first 12-game regu- 
lar season. Nor should the Tigers be 
pressed in their fourth game against in- 
state rival Tulane. 

However, a year after going undefeat- 
ed on the road, SEC games at Auburn, 
Florida, Tennessee and Arkansas could 
prove problematic. 

— Dave Moormann 
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Oct.7 at Florida 


___ FRESNO STATE 
“at Tennessee 


a “ey 


Nov. 24 vs. Arkansas (Little Rock) 
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Hole #2 at Ross Bridge 


The Renaissance Ross Bridge Golf Resort e* Spa just outside Birmingham is the latest masterpiece located 
along the famed Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail. With its full-service spa, luxury resort and 18 championship 
holes capable of playing at a staggering 8,200 yards, you'll be tempted to compare it to some of the finest golf 
destinations in the world. Until you realize there is no comparison. 


: | 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 800-ALABAMA OR LOG ON TO 800ALABAMA.COM. Ae hea LD DYVCL 


SHARE THE WONDER. 


AT A GLANCE 


3-8 overall, 1-7 SEC (6th, West) 


Ed Orgeron — At Ole Miss and overall: 
3-8; l year ’ 


RETURNING STARTERS 


12; 5 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 


QB Brent Schaeffer, RB BenJarvus Green- 
Ellis, OL Michael Oher, DE Peria Jerry, — 
LB Patrick Willis - 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


ence at linebacker and in the secondary, 
led by seniors Patrick Willis and Charles. 
Clark. At tailback, the Rebels have depth 
with BenJarvus Green-Ellis, Mico McSwain, 
Hiram White and Bruce Hall. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Rebels have no experience at wide 
receiver, where Carlos Suggs (one catch in 
2005) is the leading returner. Young play- 
ers will be counted on at wideout and on 
the defensive line, where depth is a major 
concern behind a brand new front four. 


QB Ethan Flatt, WR Mike Espy, OT Tre 
Stallings, DT McKinley Boykin, LB Kelvin 
Robinson 


Ole Miss has more size, speed and athleti- 
cism than a year ago, but the Rebels still 
have holes at a few key positions and 
questionable depth. Ole Miss should take 
a step in the right direction in Orgeron’s 
second season while everyone waits for 
his strong recruiting efforts to kick in. 
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Ole Miss has plenty of talent and experi- 


REBEL 


Orgeron Opts for Extreme Makeover on Offense 


Ed Orgeron’s defense had just lost 
another spring scrimmage battle with Ole 
Miss’ new-look offense, but it couldn't 
keep the second-year coach from smiling 

Who could blame him? 

Watching tailback BenJarvus Green- 
Ellis blast through big holes, tight end 
Robert Lane catching passes over the 
middle, and receiver Marshay Green 
turning a short screen into a big gain ... 
well, that was what defensive wiz 
Orgeron wanted to see after a season of 
offensive ineptitude. 

Ole Miss’ 3-8 finish was the worst sea- 
son, record-wise, in Oxford, Miss., since 
1987. Most of the blame fell squarely on 
the shoulders of a group that finished 
111th out of 117 Division I-A teams in 
total offense (281.3 yards), 115th in scor- 
ing (13.4 points) and 116th in rushing 
(73.2 yards). 

But an offseason overhaul promises to 
deliver better results. 

Gone is coordinator Noel Mazzone, 
line coach George DeLeone and an 
unsuccessful trio of quarterbacks that 
included Micheal Spurlock, Ethan Flatt 
and Lane, who has moved to tight end. 

In comes former Miami coordinator 
Dan Werner and Hurricanes line coach 
Art Kehoe, former Tennessee quarterback 
Brent Schaeffer and an influx of young 
talent that must contribute immediately. 

“It's been a night-and-day difference,” 
Orgeron said after spring practice. 

“I just knew it was different the first 
day. And really, as the defensive coordina- 
tor, we had to pull out all stops to stop 
them. Some days we couldn't.” 


Werner's pro-style offense is predicated 
on multiplicity and unpredictability. Ole 
Miss showed that in the spring, mixing a 
power running game with play-action 
passes. The Rebels sprinkled in reverses, 
wide receiver screens and have made an 
effort to get their tight ends more 
involved. 

When Orgeron was searching for an 
offensive coordinator last winter, he 
wanted someone capable of taking com- 
plete control. Orgeron said Werner 
accomplished just that in his first few 
months. 

And he hopes the rest of the 
Southeastern Conference will take notice 
as well. 

“They feel pretty good about them- 
selves,” Werner said. 

“Obviously, not being here last year, 
I don't know what was going on. But just 
in talking to the guys and seeing their 
swagger, they feel like when they go out 
to a scrimmage they're going to be suc- 
cessful and that’s half the battle. 

“We think we're good and we've got a 
chance to be good.” 


OFFENSE 


Most of Ole Miss’ offensive success 
will hinge on Brent Schaeffer, the former 
Tennessee quarterback who spent the 
2005 season setting 11 school records at 
College of the Sequoias (Calif.). 

The 6-2, 195-pounder has been study- 
ing Ole Miss’ playbook since signing with 
the Rebels in February, but won't get any 
one-on-one instruction with coordinator 


Dan Werner and the offense until prac- 
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Mico McStwain proto by Albert Dickson/Sporting News 


Photo by B.D. Moore 
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tice begins in August. 

Junior college transfer Seth Adams, 
who won the second-team job in the 
spring, and redshirt freshman Billy Tapp, 
will back up Schaeffer. 

Schaeffer will have some help in the 
backfield with BenJarvus Green-Ellis, 
who transferred from Indiana in 2004. 
The junior showed off a combination of 
speed and power during spring practice 
and will be the Rebels’ featured back. 

Ole Miss has some depth with 2005 
starter Mico McSwain, junior Hiram 
White and junior college transfer Bruce 
Hall, who started the spring at quarter- 
back. Fullback Jason Cook will line up in 
front of them at after an injury-shortened 
2005. 

Three starters return to the line, which 
struggled mightily in 2005 — talented 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 73.3 ypg rushing (12th in SEC/116th in NCAA), 208.5 ypy passing (8th/75th), 281.7 yng total offense (11th/111th), 13.5 ppg (12th/1 15th) 


POS STARTER YR 
QB Brent Schaeffer Jr. 
RB B. Green-Ellis Jr. 
FB Jason Cook” So. 
WR Burnell Wallace — So. 
Carlos Suggs Jt. 
TE _ Robert Lane Jr. 
LT Michael Oher* So. 
LG Andrew Wicker* Sr. 
C ‘ThomasEckers dr. 
RG James McCoy Sr. 
RT Darryl Harris* Jr. 


COMMENT 


“Returning starter 


Former Vols QB named starter before stepping on campus. 
Strong runner challenged defense during spring drills. 
Steady blocker missed five games with an injury in 2005. 
Speedster will provide Rebels with deep-play threat. 

Only returning WR with a reception in 2005 (one catch), 
Converted OB will have big role in Dan Werner's offense. 
Talented tackle anchors Ole Miss’ new-look offensive line. 
Veteran is one of three returning starters on O-Line. 
Former guard never snapped the ball before spring drills. 
McCoy will battle with Maurice Miller for position. 

The line’s most versatile player started spring at LG. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Seth Adams, Jr. 
Mico McSwain, So.* 
Seth Michaelson, Jr. 
Marshay Green, Fr. 
Michael Hicks, Fr. 
Robert Hough, Jr. 
David Traxler, So. 
Reid Neely, Fr. 
Corey Actis, Jr. 
Maurice Miller, So. 
Marcus Cohen, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 153.3 ypy rushing (Sth in SEC/64th NCAA), 179.4 passing (4th/14th), 332.6 total defense (7th/27th), 22.3 ppg (7th/31st) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Peria Jerry So. Reserve DT in 2005, but turned in big spring at DE. Viciente DeLoach, Jr. 
DT Hayward Howard So. JC transfer counted on to make immediate impact. Trey Poole, So. 

DT Brandon Jenkins Jr. Emerged in spring to snag first-team spot from Garrett. Jeremy Garrett, Jr. 
DE Chris Bowers So. Gained weight in offseason and has big-play potential. LeRon King, Fr. 

LB Garry Pack* Jr. Third-leading tackler in 2005 (61) complements Willis. Brandon Thomas, So. 
LB Patrick Willis* Sr. Slowed by offseason foot surgery, but big year expected. Robert Russell, So. 
LB Quentin Taylor So. Talented youngster steps into starting role alongside vets. Antonia Turner, So. 


CB Trumaine McBride* Sr. 
CB Nate Banks Jr. 
$$  Jamarca Sanford* So. 
FS Charles Clark* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


left tackle Michael Oher, right tackle 
Darryl Harris and guard Andrew Wicker. 
Thomas Eckers and James McCoy round 
out the unit that showed steady progress 
under new line coach Art Kehoe’s tutelage 
in the spring. But depth is needed. 

The Rebels are searching for depend- 
able playmakers at wide receiver, where 
experienced pass catchers like Mike Espy, 
Taye Biddle and Mario Hill have depart- 
ed. Junior Carlos Suggs is the most expe- 
rienced receiver — and he caught one 
pass in 2005. 

Sophomore Burnell Wallace and fresh- 
men Marshay Green and Michael Hicks 
will play large roles. So could any of Ole 
Miss’ six receiver signees. 

Robert Lane will play a big part in the 
passing game, having moved from quar- 
terback to tight end midway through 


Veteran McBride has ability to shut down wide receivers. 
Improving Banks moves from reserve to starting role. 
Strong run stopper was sidelined with spring injury. 
Intelligent veteran a steady force in Ole Miss secondary. 


Terrell Jackson, So. 
Dustin Mouzon, So. 
Bryan Brown, Sr. 
Gary Albury, Fr. 


2005. The talented player has soft hands 
and good instincts and will be a featured 
weapon. Junior Robert Hough and senior 
Lawrence Lilly also will get opportunities 
to catch passes from Schaeffer this season. 


DEFENSE 


Ole Miss will unveil a new defensive 
front after losing four seniors. 

Sophomore Peria Jerry, who worked in 
a reserve role last season, has moved from 
tackle to end, where he was a force in the 
spring. He'll line up next to tackles 
Hayward Howard, a junior college trans- 
fer, and Brandon Jenkins. Promising 
sophomore Chris Bowers becomes the 
starter at the other end. 

In search of depth up front, the Rebels 
will turn to newcomers Jerrell Powe, 
Kentrell Lockett, Marcus Tillman and 
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REBELS RECRUITING 2006 


Brent Schaeffer, QB 

It isn't often that your team’s starting quarterback doesn’t arrive on 
campus until the summer, but that’s the case with Ole Miss. Rebels 
head coach Ed Orgeron named Schaeffer, who started his freshman 
season at Tennessee before heading to the College of the Sequoias in 
California, the 2006 starter on Signing Day. 


] Cortera Eason, RB 

The 6-0, 240-pound Eason gives the Rebels a big, bruising running 
back, something they do not have. At Meridian (Miss.) High, Eason 
used his size and athleticism to roll up the yardage and will be a 
unique weapon in the Ole Miss offense. 


John Jerry, OL 

After originally signing with the Rebels in the class of 2005, Jerry 
arrives from Hargrave (Va.) Military Academy after a year of polish. He 
is expected to contribute right away. 


SF SIEMCOUNMERS GF MIPALT 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown 
OL 66,299 9°00 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield CC 


Rivals.com’s No. 60 overall junior college recruit. ... Enrolled for spring semester. 


CORNELL, Jonathan IB 6-2,210 ©°00 [LaPuente,CA Bishop Amat 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 14 outside linebacker. ... No. 32 recruit in 
California. 


DAVIS, Derrick RB 5-11,215 ©OO = Meridian, MS = Meridian 


Rivals.com’s No. 15 fullback. ... Did not play as a senior due to a knee injury. 


EASON, Cortera RB 6-0,240 S000 Meridian, MS Meridian 


Rivals.com's No. 19 running back. ... No. 8 recruit in Mississippi. 


FRISON, Cecil DE 64,217 ooo Memphis, 1N Hampton 
Rivals.com's No. 18 weakside defensive end. ... No. 10 recruit in Tennessee. ... Had 
eight sacks as a senior. 


GERALDS, Daverin OL 6-4,285 oo Baton Rouge, LA Scotlandville 


First-team all-district on offense. ... Valedictorian of senior class. 


HALL, Bruce ATH 5-10,199 o© Booneville, MS NE. Miss. CC 


Enrolled for spring semester. ... Redshirted at Wake Forest in 2003. ... Transferred to 
Troy in 2004, 


HARDY, Greg DE 6-5,232 ooo Memphis, 1N —_Briarcrest 
Rivals.com’s No. 30 weakside defensive end. .. No. 12 recruit in Tennessee. ... Had six 


sacks as a senior. 


HARVEY, Jamal DB 6-3,195 ooo Jacksonville, FL Jackson 
Rivals.com's No. 48 safety. ... Intercepted five passes as a senior. ... Had 1,100 career 
receiving yards. 


HAWKINS, Jason TE 6-4,250 99° San Bemardino, CA S.8. Valley 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Caught 28 passes for 420 yards and four touchdowns 
as a sophomore. 


HERRICK, Michael QB 61,175 ooo Valencia, CA Valencia 
Rivals.com's No. 18 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 70 recruit in California. ... All-time 
leading passer in state history with 11,000 yards. ... Threw 73 career TD passes. 


HICKS, Reggie RB 6-2, ot) Madison, MS Madison Central 


Second-team all-state. ... Rushed for 1,333 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. 


HODGE, Shay ATH 6-2,174 ooo Morton, MS Morton 
Rivals.com’s No. 49 athlete. ... No. 18 recruit in Mississippi. ... Caught 49 passes for 
1,100 yards and 21 touchdowns as senior. 


HOWARD, Hayward DT 6-4,285 99 Thatcher, AZ E. Arizona College 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Had 98 tackles and three sacks last season in junior college. 


JERRY, John OL 66,340 ecoo Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 16 overall prep school recruit. ... Signed with Ole Miss in 2005 before 
going to Hargrave. 


; 

. 

4 

cD 

Greg Hardy, TE/DE 


In addition to being coveted for foot- 
ball, the 6-5, 232-pound Hardy was a 
Division I-A basketball recruit. He ulti- 
mately chose the gridiron and to head 
to Oxford to play. He is a big, athletic 
prospect who will find a home at either 
tight end or defensive end and could 
develop into a star at either position. 


Pos. Hr., Wr. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 16 


COT (7EEDS 


The biggest need is along the offensive line — an 
area where the Rebels fell short on signing day. 
After losing out on several key recruits, Ole Miss 
could target as many as four or five offensive line- 
men for the 2007 class. Quarterback is another 
area where Ole Miss must sign at least one, possi- 
bly two, prospects for future needs. The Rebs 
signed two juco quarterbacks in 2006 and with a 
thin roster at the position, prospects beyond 2007 
are almost non-existent. Ole Miss will also lose 
several key defensive backs after this season. 


Stars HomeTown 


JOHNSON, Rory LB 6-2,235 900 Raymond, MS — Hinds CC 


Rivals.com’s No. 47 overall junior college recruit. ... Signed with Mississippi State in 2004. 


LEVY, Terry WR 6-2,199 ©©00 Kosciusko, MS Kosciusko 


Rivals.com’s No. 26 wide receiver. ... No. 11 recruit in Mississippi. ... Second-team all-state. 


LEWIS, Kendrick WR 60,173 ooo Gainesville, GA Gainesville 


Rivals.com’s No. 46 recruit in Georgia. . 


touchdowns as a senior. 


.. Caught 41 passes for 740 yards and nine 


LOCKETT, Kentrell DE 64,212 ©@00 Hahnville,LA — Hahnville 


Rivals.com’s No. 8 weakside defensive end. ... No. 11 recruit in Louisiana. ... Had 12 


sacks as.a senior. 


McCLUSTER, Dexter ATH 5-9,1609 99° Largo, FL Largo 


Rivals.com’s No. 54 running back. ... Rushed for 2,490 yards and 39 touchdowns as a senior. 


McPHADDEN, Anthony OL 6-6,320 ©@@ Scooba,MS  E. Miss. CC 


Rivals.com’s No. 86 overall junior college recruit. ... Did not play football last year. 


MOSLEY, Dan OL 61,293 ooo Tampa, FL Hillsborough 


Rivals.com’s No. 52 offensive guard. ... First-team all-district. 


POWE, Jerrell DT 6-3,360 9&0 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 


Rivals.com’s No. 3 overall prep school recruit. ... Signed with Ole Miss in 2005. 


SCHAEFFER, Brent QB 6-2,199 90000 Visalia, CA Col. of the Sequoias 
Rivals.com’s No. 3 overall junior college recruit. ... Started three games for Tennessee 
in 2004. ... Passed for 2,970 yards and 40 touchdowns and rushed for 860 yards and 
10 TDs at College of the Sequoias. 


SHENE, Josh K 59,170 oo Oklahoma City Putnam City 
Made 8 of 9 field goals as a senior, including a long of 46 yards. 


SUMMERS, Markeith WR 6-3,199 ooo Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Rivals.com's No. 38 wide receiver, ... No. 13 recruit in Mississippi. ... Caught 20 pass- 
es for 624 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. 


TILLMAN, Marcus DE 6-4,250 2000 Meadville, MS Franklin Co. 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 14 strongside defensive end. .. No. 6 recruit in 


Mississippi. ... Parade All-American. 


VAUGHN, Cassius ATH 6-1,185 ooo Memphis, TN East 


Rivals.com’s No. 16 recruit in Tennessee. ... Rushed for more than 3,200 yards and 44 


touchdowns in the last two seasons. 


VAUGHN, LaDerrick ATH 6-2,205 oo Memphis, TN © Manassas 
Rushed for 1,485 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. ... Also passed for 900 yards. 


WALKER, Allen ATH 6-2,200 ©o@oo _ Olive Branch, MS olive Branch 
Rivals.com’s No. 60 overall recruit. ... No. 6 athlete. ... No. 1 recruit in Mississippi. ... 
Had 385 receiving yards, two sacks and an interception as a senior. 
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Individual Stats 


8 


3 


31 


89 


96 


85 


3 
9 


2 


7 


67 


5 


REBELS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. 
COREY ACTIS Cc 
SETH ADAMS QB 
C. ALBARRACIN K 
GARY ALBURY DB 
TYSON ANDRUS WR 
LAMARK ARMOUR DE 
NATE BANKS DB 
ROBERT BASS K 
CHRIS BOWERS 
BRYAN BROWN 
RETERIO BROWN 
CHARLES CLARK 
MARCUS COHEN 
JASON COOK 
VICIENTE DELOACH DE 
THOMAS ECKERS OL 
RYAN FAVRET K 
FORT FINNELL DB 
JEREMY GARRETT DL 
MARSHAY GREEN RB 
B. GREEN-ELLIS RB 
BRUCE HALL OB 
DON HARGRODER LB 
DARRYL HARRIS OL 
JASON HAWKINS TE 
MICHAEL HICKS WR 
KYLE HIGGINBOTHAM WR 
MATT HINKLE K 
ROBERT HOUGH TE 


KEITH HOUSTON TE 


HAYWARD HOWARD DL 6-4 300 So New Orleans, LA 


PAUL HURD OL 
TERRELL JACKSON DB 


90 BRANDON JENKINS DL 


98 PERIA JERRY 


9 


2 


ANDY KEEN K 


RECEIVING 


DEF. LEADERS 


Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


6-5 295 
6-4 215 
5-10 170 
6-0 180 
6-1 185 
6-2 240 

180 


160 


290 

230 

260 

290 
5-10 163 
6-1 190 
6-1 275 
5-10 170 
5-11 211 
6-0 210 
6-0 210 
6-3 285 
6-3 255 
6-3 215 
6-2 190 
5-8 155 
6-4 220 


6-3 215 


6-4 275 


5-10 190 


6-5 280 


5-8 160 


Bakersville, CA 


Holly Springs 


Corinth 
Orlando, FL 
Lafayette, LA 
Nashville, TN 
Liberty 
Pontotoc 
Shreveport, LA 
Corinth 


Batesville 


Columbus 
West Point 
Metaine, LA 
Rome, GA 
Senatobia 
Bastrop, LA 
New Orleans, LA 
Milton, FL 
Abbeville, LA 
Jr Clarksdale 
Jr Fontana, CA 
Fr Jacksonville, FL 
Jr Roswell, GA 
Jr Jackson 
Jr Jackson 


St Philadelphia 


So Monroe, LA 
So Puckett 


Jr Memphis, TN 


DL 6-2 290 So Batesville 


Jr Horn Lake 


Tackles: Willis 
Interceptions: 


Sacks: 


Tackles for los: 


45 LERON KING 

15 ROBERT LANE 
84 J.D. LAWHORN 
88 LAWRENCE LILLY 


43 ROGERS LOCHE 


Pos, 
LB 
TE 
WR 
TE 


1B 


Hr. Wr. 
6-0 205 
6-3 225 
6-1 187 
6-4 275 


6-0 225 


3 TRUMAINE MCBRIDE DB 5-10 170 


86 EWAN MCCAULEY 
52 JAMES MCCOY 

22 MICO MCSWAIN 

39 SETH MICHAELSON 
79 MAURICE MILLER 
17“ WILL MOSELEY 

12 DUSTIN MOUZON 
71 REID NEELY 


MICHAEL OHER 


2 ROBERT RUSSELL 


TE 
OL 
RB 
FB 
OL 
K/P 
DB 
oL 
OL 
1B 
P 
DL 
DB 


LB 


6-3 230 
6-3 312 
6-1 203 
6-0 241 
6-3 320 
6-2 200 
5-11 170 
6-6 295 
6-5 330 
6-1 220 
6-0 185 
6-3 250 
6-2 203 


6-0 235 


13 JAMARCA SANFORD DB 5-10 200 


1 BRENT SMITH 

34 JUSTIN SPARKS 
1 CARLOS SUGGS 
8 BILLY TAPP 


10 QUENTIN TAYLOR 


Ls 
K 
WR 
QB 


1B 


6-4 271 
6-2 170 
6-5 200 
6-4 225 


6-0 235 


1 BRANDON THOMAS LB 5-11 240 


78 DAVID TRAXLER 
3 ANTONIO TURNER 
2 BURNELL WALLACE 
29 HIRAM WHITE 
73 ANDREW WICKER 
9 PATRICK WILLIS 
9 CONNOR WISE 
7 JOSH ZETTERGREN 


OL 
1B 
WR 
RB 
OL 
LB 
QB 


WR 


6-6 292 
6-1 223 
6-0 175 
5-10 184 
6-5 290 
6-2 230 
6-4 198 


6-1 191 


Ctass HomeTown 
Fr Miami, FL 
Jr Monroe, LA 
Fr Memphis, TN 
Sr Montevallo, AL 
Fr Bastrop, LA 
St Clarksdale 
Fr Cordova, TN 
Sr Moss Point 
So Richton 
Jr Baton Rouge, LA 
So West Helena, AR 
Sr Bailey 
So Orlando, FL 
Fr Jackson 
So Memphis, TN 
Jr Hattiesburg 
So Memphis, TN 
So Batesville 
Fr Jennings, LA 
So New Orleans, LA 
So Batesville 
Fr Madison 
Fr Memphis, TN 
Jr Memphis, TN 
Fr St. Petersburg, FL 
So Apopka, FL 
So North Augusta, SC 
So Jackson 
So Orlando, FL 
So New Orleans, LA 
Jr Birmingham, AL 
St Zachary, LA 
St Bruceton, TN 
So Columbus 


Jr Senatobia 


Yds TD Long 


T Long Yds/G 


41 
41 
38 


Results 


NOTEBOOK | 


le Miss coach Ed Orgeron has been regarded as 

one of the nation’s best recruiters. His first full 
signing class with the Rebels proved the point in 
February. 

Headlined by former Tennessee quarterback 
Brent Schaeffer, Orgeron’s 31-member class was 
ranked in the top 20 by most recruiting publica- 
tions. That’s no small feat, especially considering 
Ole Miss was coming off a dismal 3-8 season. 

“Coach 0, he has that charisma about him that 
you want to play football for him,” signee Cecil 
Frison said. “It doesn’t matter, Ole Miss probably 
could've gone 0-11. 

“There's plenty of recruits because of the way 
Coach 0 is.” 

Schaeffer has been named the starting quarter- 
back, but he’s not the only one likely to contribute 
immediately. Ole Miss will count this season on tal- 
ented players like receiver Allen Walker, defensive 
lineman Jerrell Powe and running back Cordera 
Eason. 

Orgeron’s haul also helped him gain momentum 
for next February. Less than a month after signing 
day, the Rebels already had 11 verbal commitments 
for 2007. 

“What's going on in recruiting is the likes of what 
I've never seen in my life, ever,” said first-year 
offensive line coach Art Kehoe. “I've never seen 
anybody recruit like this guy in my entire life.” 

© Quarterback Seth Adams took an unusual path 
but will fulfill a childhood dream by playing at Ole 
Miss. 

Adams signed with Delta State in Feb. 2003, red- 
shirted his first season and made three appearances 
in 2004. Unhappy with playing time, he transferred 
to Hinds Community College and played one season. 
Adams turned down lower-tier scholarship offers to 
walk on at Ole Miss, which had no returning experi- 
ence at QB. 

Adams didn’t settle for just stepping on the field. 
He spent most of the spring with the Rebels’ first- 
team and has emerged as Schaeffer's backup for 
2006. 

“I know what the role is next season with Brent 
coming in,” Adams said. “But I still want to be pre- 
pared. I can push him. It will make me better and 
him and make the team better. I feel like, being a 
backup, I will have opportunities to play in a 
game.” 


(3-8, 1-7) 


at Vanderbilt 


L at Auburn , 3-27 
L Arkansas 17-28 


162 Linoy'’s SPORTS ANNUALS 


WWLW.LINDYSSPORTS.CoM 2006 


__ Photo by R.0. Moore 


iS eee 


Greg Hardy when practices begin in 
August. 

Linebacker Patrick Willis turned down 
the chance to enter the NFL draft and 
will try to build off 2005, when he led the 
SEC in tackles (12.8 per game). The All- 
America candidate underwent offseason 
foot surgery and was sidelined in the 
spring, but he vows to be better than ever 


after an injury-filled 2005. 

Willis will be joined at linebacker by 
returning strongside starter Garry Pack, 
who finished third on the team in tackles 
last season. Weakside linebacker Quentin 
Taylor slides into the starting role after 
collecting 13 tackles as a reserve last sea- 
son. 

Three starters return to Ole Miss’ sec- 
ondary, including hard-hitting strong 
safety Jamarca Sanford. The sophomore, 
a strong run supporter, was fourth on the 
team in tackles last season (58 stops). 

Free safety Charles Clark is an experi- 
enced and intelligent player who doesn’t 
make major mistakes as quarterback of 
the Ole Miss defense. At cornerback, sen- 
ior Irumaine McBride is a talented play- 
er who led the Rebels with seven pass 
breakups last season. 

Junior Nate Banks will occupy the 
other corner, while reserve safety Bryan 
Brown will continue to be a valuable asset 


as Ole Miss’ nickel back. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Ole Miss’ field goal unit was an ongo- 
ing nightmare last season. Matt Hinkle, 
Will Moseley and Robert Bass combined 
to make just 10 of 20 attempts. All three 
are back, along with redshirt freshman 
Justin Sparks. No one showed enough 
consistency to impress in the spring. 

Rob Park returns as punter after hay- 
ing an up-and-down freshman season in 
which he averaged 38.2 yards. The Rebels 
believe they'll be much better in the 
return game, where there are several good 
candidates to return punts and kicks. 

Orgeron is looking for aggressive spe- 


Ole Miss’ Winning Trend 1996-2005 


™BEST 


BRIGHTEST 


LB Patrick Willis ‘ 
Eamed second-team All- 


America honors from several 
organizations last season, 
including the Walter Camp 
Football Foundation and - 
The Associated Press. ... Was 
selected this spring as the 
recipient of the Chucky 
Mullins Courage Award, 
which is presented to a ris- "™ 

ing senior defensive player 

at Ole Miss in honor of the late Rebels player who 

was paralyzed making a tackle in 1989 and died 

in 1991. Willis will change his jersey number | 
from No. 49 to 38 in honor of Mullins. ... Had 128 

tackles, including 9.5 for loss and three sacks. 


¥: 


DE Peria Fan ' 

Slid from defensive tackle 
to defensive end before the 
spring and was the Rebels’ 
most dominant defensive 
player. ... Using a combina- 
tion of size and speed, Jerry 
collected six tackles, four for 
losses and two sacks in 
spring game. In another 
scrimmage, Jerry collected 
four sacks. ... Jerry appeared 
in seven games and made three tackles in 2006, 
but has emerged as a leader after the Rebels lost 
four seniors from its 2005 defensive front. 


QB Brent Schaeffer 

This designation could be 
shared with Indiana trans- 
fer RB BenJarvus Green- 
Ellis, who will be the 
between-the-tackles threat 
the Rebels lacked in 2005, 
but QBs usually trump RBs. 

. Schaeffer was handed 
the starting job before the 
ink dried on his national 
letter-of-intent last winter. 
He also considered Wisconsin and N.C. State in 
the recruiting process. ... Threw for 2,970 yards 
and 40 touchdowns in one season at College of 
the Sequoias (Calif.). Schaeffer also ran for 860 
yards and 10 touchdowns. ... The former 
Tennessee quarterback started three games as a 
true freshman for the Vols in 2004. 
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PATRICK LUILLIs 


Eager to Resume 
All-America Form 


Linebacker Patrick Willis might be 
the only Rebels’ player wearing a 
smile during Ed Orgeron’s taxing two- 
a-day practices in the fall. 

It will have been a long time since 
Willis, who was sidelined much of the 
offseason after undergoing foot sur- 
gery, put on his pads. 

“I'm just ready to play football 
again,” Willis said at the end of 
spring drills. “And hit. I love that. 
I miss that.” 

That's good news for the Rebels, 
whose defense revolved around the 


fF OF CLUe 


talents of the All-American in 2005. 
After considering an early jump to 
the NFL, Willis has returned for his 
senior season and is widely regarded 
as one of the best defensive players 
in the SEC. 

Willis led Ole Miss with 128 tackles 
and was ranked sixth in the nation in 
tackles per game (12.8). He also led 
the nation in solo stops a game (9) 
despite playing with a broken middle 
finger, a sprained knee, a partial shoul- 
der separation and the injury to his 
right foot. 

In fact, the Rebels caught a break 
when Willis broke a bone in his right 
foot, keeping him in a walking boot 
last winter and forcing him to miss 
spring practice. It was one reason 
Willis came back to Ole Miss for his 
senior season; the injury wouldn't 
have allowed him to work out for pro 
scouts before the draft. 

Willis was projected as a third-round 
pick, but he believes he can improve 
his stock with another strong season. 

“If you never really had any money, 
then what's another year to wait for 
it,” Willis reasoned. “As I’ve grown in 
college, you kind of learn to be 
patient. And if you do, good things 
will happen for you.” 

Willis already has been showered 
with preseason honors and accolades 
since announcing his intentions to 
return, including being named to the 
watch list for the Lombardi Award and 
the Lott Trophy. That should be just 
the beginning. 

Willis turned in one of the best 
defensive seasons in Ole Miss history in 
2005. But he’s counting on more in 
2006. 

“He’s established himself as one of 
the best at his position and I don’t 
think that’s good enough for him,” 
linebackers coach David Saunders 
said. “That’s why he’s working. He 
wants to be the best at the position. 
That’s his goal and he’s capable of 
doing that.” 


cial teams play. He wants fake field goals 
and punts, punt blocks and big returns to 
be the norm. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Brent Schaeffer won't get a chance to 
ease into the starting job 

Ole Miss’ first four games — Memphis, 
at Missouri, at Kentucky, Wake Forest — 
aren't against the nation’s elite, but neither 
are any of them cupcakes. These games 
could define the season. 

The Rebels are capable of taking a 4-0 
record into its home game against 
Georgia on Sept. 30. Then again, as the 
final four games of last season proved, the 
Rebels could be 0-4. 

Six of Ole Miss’ opponents played in 
bowl games last season (Memphis, 
Missouri, Georgia, Alabama, Auburn and 
LSU). The most challenging stretch will 
be a three-week, SEC Western Division 
slate at Alabama (Oct. 14), at Arkansas 
(Oct. 21) and against Auburn (Oct. 28). 

Ole Miss will be looking to avenge an 
embarrassing 35-14 loss against in-state 
rival Mississippi State in the regular-sea- 
son finale on Noy. 25. 

— Robbie Neiswanger 


al) | | 


"Sept. 2 MEMPHIS 
Sept. 9 at Missouri 
- Sept. 16 at Kentucky 
Sept. 23 WAKE FOREST 
“Sept. 30 ~ GEORGIA 
Oct. 7 VANDERBILT _ 
Oct. 14 at Alabama — 
Oct. 21 at Arkansas _ 
"Oct. 28 AUBURN — 


“Nov. 4 NORTHWESTERN STATE 


“Nov. 18 at LSU | 


"Nov. 25 MISSISSIPPI STATE 
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EO Enter to win a free year of golf! 
BEC SOR Register at www.honours-golf.com 


rae 


Rock Creek 4 FarmLinks Peninsula - Limestone Springs 


Kelly Plantation Bay Point 


Play The Southeast’s Newest Circuit 


Taking the road less traveled may lead you to an entirely new golf experience. 


At Honours Golf we believe that golf is more than a game. When you play 
an Honours course, you can expect world-class facilities - on the course and 
in the clubhouse - from the pro shop to the practice tees. 


Each of our courses offer charms and challenges of its own yet boast the 
Honours trademark of superbly conditioned golf courses with pristine greens 
and Southern Hospitality-style service. We know how to welcome golfers and 
you'll see it in the little things we do from ice-chilled apples on the 1st and 
10th tees, to ice-cold towels delivered to you on a sweltering day. 


Call 866-HONOURS to book your tee time to play the Southeast’s 
newest golf circuit or visit www.honours-golf.com. 


Because Golf Is More Than A Game 


@ Limestone Springs 


Birmingham, Alabama 


id Park 
Alabama 


Alabama 


© Slammer & Squire 
St. August lorida 


© King & Be 
St. Augustine, Florida 


Reunion 
Jackson, Mississippi 


@® Bentwater 


Adanta, Georgia 


® Moore’s Mill 


Auburn, Alabama 


AT A GLANCE 


3-8 overall, 1-7 SEC (5th, West) 


Sylvester Croom — At MSU and overall: 
6-16, 2 years : 


RETURNING STARTERS 2 
19; 8 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
OB Michael Henig, :B Bryson Davis 

WR Omarr Conner, WR Tony Burks, TE Eric 


Butler, DT Deljuan Robinson, LB Quinton 
| Culberson, CB Derek Pegues 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


With nine starters returning on a hard- 
hitting, speedy defense, this team will go 
as far as that unit takes it. Quinton — 
Culberson is everywhere, and Jeramie 
Johnson does it all in the secondary. 
QB Michael Henig’s understanding of the 
offense is growing, and the receivers are 
much improved. va: 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
The offensive line, while improving, is 
still young and inexperienced. Brandon 
Thorton has never been a full-time — 
starter. If he can’t hold up, the Bulldogs 


will rely on freshmen. Who will provide 
the pass rush? — - 


RB Jerious Norwood, DE Willie Evans, 
C Chris McNeil, CB Kevin Dockery, 
LB Clarence McDougal 


Croom has set six wins and a bowl game 
as the goal, and there is no reason that 
can't happen. Losing Jerious Norwood and 
Willie Evans — the best players on 
offense and defense — makes it tough, 
but that’s really all the Bulldogs must 
replace. If the offense, last in the SEC, 
improves as coaches expect, this could be 
a breakout year for the program. 


~~, 


MSS... Sree 
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Croom Believes Bulldogs Have Turned the Corner 


For the past two years, Mississippi 
State coach Sylvester Croom essentially 
coached a collection of individuals. 
They've all worn the maroon and white 
of Mississippi State. They've practiced. 
They've played. They've shared moments 
of joy. 

There was the shocking 38-31 upset of 
then-No. 20 Florida in 2004. There was 
the resounding 35-14 blowout win over 
rival Ole Miss in last year’s Egg Bowl. 

What those victories did was give the 
Bulldogs faithful hope. 

But they never gave Croom what he 
wanted. He wanted — needed — the 
unity, pride and togetherness that comes 
with being a true team. 

When this past spring ended, Croom 
finally got his wish. 

“We are a football team now,” Croom 
said. 

“We will play as a football team this 
year. We go into games this year feeling 
like we can play anybody on our schedule 
and have a chance to win. And that will 
be the first time since we've been here 
that has occurred.” 

If you don't understand what the big 
deal is with this statement, then you 
haven't watched the Bulldogs play over 
the past five seasons. They went to the 
Independence Bowl in 2000, finishing 
8-4 under coach Jackie Sherrill. But 
from 2001 to 2003, they went 8-27, 
which led to Sherrill’s resignation and 
Croom’s hiring. 

Croom took over a program in sham- 


bles, spending his first two years weeding 


out the dead weight and keeping those he 
felt were dedicated. He constantly moved 
players from position to position, trying 
to find a formula that worked. He built 
the defense around speed. He re-built the 
offense around the principles of the West 
Coast system. 

It wasn’t an easy process, and the 6-16 
record is proof. The defense held its own 
in the SEC. But the stagnant offense fin- 
ished last in the league. 

Yet with 19 starters returning, Croom 
feels the woes are behind this team. 

“At this time (in 2005), there were a 
lot of days in spring practice I'd think we 
might as well go fishing,” Croom said. 

“Because except for the guys on 
defense, we couldn't win with these 
guys. We were looking forward to the 
freshmen coming in. Well, that’s not the 
case this year. The guys that we are 
going to beat South Carolina with are 
here already. They're on campus already. 
That’s huge.” 


OFFENSE 


Experts say you can only start to mas- 
ter the West Coast offense in your third 
season. Well, that season is here for 
Mississippi State, which tries to move out 
of the nation’s cellar as far as offensive 
productivity. 

Good news is that for the first time in 
Croom’s tenure, there is a quarterback 
suited to run the system. 

Michael Henig, a third-year sopho- 
more, spent nearly two seasons as an 


understudy to dual-threat quarterback 
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Quinton Culberson proto by B.D. Moore 


Photo by R.D. Moore 


Pt 
Ny 
2 i 
Ra 
Og 
Up 
te 
t 
g 
Rg 
Q 


Omarr Conner. But against Kentucky, 
Henig took the job and never returned it. 

Henig finished the season 60 of 135 
for 621 yards, with two touchdown pass- 
es and five interceptions. He led State to 
its biggest win — against Ole Miss. 

But that’s not the only reason the 
offense, which returns eight starters, will 
be improved. 

Conner is now a senior and a first- 
team receiver. He caught nine passes for 
116 yards in two games at the position. 
Throw in 6-4 Tony Burks and 6-5 Ryan 
Mason, both junior college transfers, and 
the offense can finally stretch the field. Ir 
hopes to increase production from a year 
ago, when it averaged 138.5 passing yards 
per game. 


Tight end Eric Butler (6-3, 250) will 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 187.8 yoy rushing (7th in SEC/6Sth in NCAA), 138.6 ypg passing (12th/103th), 276.18 ypg total offense (12th’118th), 13.9 ppg (11th/118th) 


POS STARTER 
QB Michael Henig So. 
RB Brandon Thornton So. 
FB Bryson Davis* Sr. 


YR. COMMENT 


WR Omarr Conner* Sr. Converted QB can make tough grabs in traffic. 
WR Tony Burks Jr. Juco transfer is MSU’s highest profile recruit. 
TE — Eric Butler* Jr. Has seven touchdown receptions in past two seasons. 


LT Calvin Wilson So. 
LG Anthony Strauder* So. 
C Royce Blackledge" Jr. 
RG Brian Anderson* —Sr. 
RT J.D. Hamilton Jr. 


*Returning starter 


Strong-armed passer has finally learned the offense. 
Showed flashes backing up Jerious Norwood. 
Perhaps the SEC’s most dominant blocking back. 


Mammoth 6-5, 340-pounder has speed. 

Started every game after moving over from defense. 
Solid worker made dramatic rise up depth chart. 
Cerebral blocker playing fourth position. 

Penciled in as a starter after starring in juco. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Omarr Conner, Sr. 

Anthony Dixon, Fr. 

Casey Rogers, Sr. 

Will Prosser, Sr.* 

L, Long, Jr/d. Sanders, Jr.* 
Dezmond Sherrod, So. 
Chris Spencer, Fr. 

Dio Herrera, So. 

Johnny Carpenter, Fr. 
Anthony Dunning, So. 
Craig Jenkins, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 140.5 ypg rushing (7th in SEC/46th in NCAA), 195.0 ypg passing (6th/28th) 335.5 total defense (7th/28th), 23.6 ppg (Sth/44th) 


POS STARTER 
DE Titus Brown Je. 
DT DeljuanRobinson* _—Sr. 
DT Andrew Powell” Sr. 
DE Michael Heard* Sr. 
LB Gabe O’Neal* Jr. 
LB Quinton Culberson" Sr. 
LB Jamar Chaney So. 
CB Derek Peques So. 
CB David Heard* Sr. 
SS Keith Fitzhugh So. 
FS — Jeramie Johnson* _—Sr. 


YR COMMENT 


“Returning starter 


be another huge weapon. 

Running back Jerious Norwood, the 
Bulldogs’ all-time leading rusher, exited 
for the NFL. His 1,136 yards and six 
touchdowns will be missed; sophomore 
Brandon Thornton (4.8 yards per carry) 
will try to replace him. He'll have help 
from two of State’s highly touted recruits: 
Anthony Dixon and Courtney Jones. 
Either could start. 

The line lost center Chris McNeil and 
tackle Avery House to graduation. Only 
one starter — left guard Anthony 
Strauder — is back at his old position. 
Royce Blackledge, the center, and Brian 
Anderson, a guard, each move over a 
spot. 

Coaches love the potential of Calvin 


Wilson, a 6-5, 340-pound tackle. The X- 


Speed-rusher has a non-stop motor. 

Voice of the ’D’ with skills to back it up. 

Active technician is. a nightmare to block. 

Will his play replace sackmaster Willie Evans? 
Football smarts has him always around the ball. 
Maybe the SEC's fastest MLB — and he can hit. 
A revelation as a freshman; continues to improve. 
Absurdly talented corner just makes plays. 
Veteran leadership just as important as his skills. 
Former cornerback just outgrew that position. 
Ball-hawk is also essential in run-stopping. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Charles Burns, So. 
Avery Hannibal, Jr. 
Antonio Johnson, Sr. 
Quinton Wesley, Fr. 
Anthony Littlejohn, So.* 
Brad Horton, Sr. 
Timmy Bailey, Jr. 
Anthony Johnson, Fr. 
Adron Chambers, Fr. 
Demario Bobo, Jr.* 
Marcus Evans, Sr. 


factor is J.D. Hamilton, a juco transfer 
tackle penciled in as a starter at right 
tackle. 


DEFENSE 


This hard-hitting, speed-based unit is 
Mississippi State’s strength. The Bulldogs 
lost just two starters, though one was 
Willie Evans, who led the SEC with 15 
sacks. 

The unit showed signs of being domi- 
nant all season. It allowed an average of 
140.5 yards rushing, which was seventh 
in the conference. It allowed 195 yards 
passing per game, which was sixth in the 
SEC. With an offense that couldn't stay 
on the field, it was difficult for the 
defense to rack up stats. 

The loud, brash, cocky, senior-laden 
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BULLDOGS RECRUITING 2006 


} : 
Anthony Summers, ATH ny cullen 
One of Mississippi's top all-around athletes, the signing of Summers nN Average Stars 
was a major pick-up for State. Though he will start at safety, Summers 
is good enough to help out on offense if the Bulldogs coaching staff u © © i) © i) 
chooses to use him on that side of the ball. W i) hr) i) i) © 
Y 
== Anthony Johnson, ATH K 
fy) Johnson, a Jackson, Miss., native who originally signed with Amil Stallworth, RB 


Missisippi State in the class of 2005, returns after spending a season 


iret Stallworth led his Daphne (Ala.) high 
nee| at Hargrave (Va.) Military Academy. 


team to the state title in 2005, rushing 
for 2,018 yards and 21 touchdowns. 
The 5-9, 190-pounder was only the 
fifth player in Alabama high school 
history to rush for more than 2,000 
yards in a single season. He likely will 
step in and compete for playing time at 
tailback this year. 


National Rank: 44 


£OO 7 (7EEDS 

State will have one true and two redshirt freshmen QBs 
fighting it out for starting honors this year, and did not 
sign a QB in last year’s class, giving the impression that 
this was the top priority for this class. The coaches have 
Stated that all of the top prospects in the country were 


Tony Burks, WR 

Burks production level dropped in junior college, but if he can live up 
to the potential that he once had, the 6-4, 205-pounder will give 
Mississippi State quarterbacks a big-time target in the passing game. 


TF SIEMLOMERS GF MPHIL T 


Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


BAILEY, Timmy IB 6-3,237 O° Moorhead, MSMiss. Delta CC 
Did not play football in 2004 or 2005 after serving with the Mississippi National Guard in 
Iraq. ... Had 95 tackles and three sacks in 2003. 


BRIGNONE, J.C. DT 6-1,284 oo Pass Christian, MS stStanistaus 
Displaced by Hurricane Katrina as a senior. ... Had 37 tackles in a season shortened by 
a broken left arm. ... Second-team all-state as a junior. 


BURKS, Tony WR 6-4,205 9°00 Perkinston, MS Gulf Coast CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 55 overall junior college recruit. ... Enrolled for spring semester. ... 
Caught 44 passes for 638 yards and three touchdowns last season. ... Signed with Ole 
Miss out of high school. 


CARPENTER, Alex WR 60,168 o°o°0 Corinth, MS —Biggersville 
Rivals.com’s No. 21 recruit in Mississippi. ... Played quarterback, running back, wide 
receiver and defensive back in high school. ... Rushed for more than 1,000 yards and 20 
touchdowns as a senior. 


COOPER, Brandon DE 6-4,235 9° Missouri City, TX &B. Marshall 


First-team all-district. ... Had 52 tackles and a sack as a junior. 


DAVIS, Chasman 1B 6-0,229 ©9000  fFortPierce,FL Centennial 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 outside linebacker. ... No. 48 recruit in Florida. ... Had 113 tackles 
and five sacks as a senior. 


DEKLE, Alex DT 6-1,262 ©o©  — Stateshoro,GA Statesboro 


Two-time first-team all-state. ... Played senior season with a broken finger. ... Had 104 
tackles in 2005. 


DIXON, Anthony RB 


6-1,229 9000  Teny,MS Teny 
Rivals.com’s No. 22 running back. ... No. 10 recruit in Mississippi. ... Rushed for 2,683 
yards and 31 touchdowns as a senior. ... Averaged 8.8 yards per carry. 


FELD, Aaron DE 6-1,218 9° Birmingham, AL Homewood 
Set school’s single-season and career sack records. ... Had 25 career sacks. ... Had 18 
sacks as a senior. ... Also played fullback. ... Four-year starter. 


HAMILTON, J.D. OL 64,305 @o0 — Natchez, MS Copiah-Lincoln cc 


Rivals.com’s No. 68 junior college recruit. ... First-team all-state in junior college. 


HENDERSON, Brandon TE 6-2,220 99 Fayetteville, GA Fayette Co. 
Played wide receiver, tight end and H-back in high school. ... Father Keith Henderson 
played for Georgia in college and for San Francisco and Minnesota in the NFL. 


HERRERA, Chris TE 64,275 oo Missouri City, TX FB. Marshall 
Played tight end in high school before moving to offensive tackle as a senior. ... Offense 
averaged 444.5 yards per game. 
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going to have to tell them “no,” because they were going 
after all of them. Wide receiver is another thin spot. While 
State got two juco quick fixes, it missed out on a lot of 
high school prospects, and must focus on filling a need 
that has been there for several years now. Both positions 
along the defensive line need help. 


Stars HomeTown 
HUGHES, Jamon 1B 6-0,221 900 Rolling Fork, MS Humphreys Co, 
Rivals.com’s No. 48 inside linebacker. ... No. 24 recruit in Mississippi. ... Second-team 


all-state. ... Had 181 tackles and 12 sacks as a senior. ... Scored five defensive touch- 
downs. ... Four-year starter. 


JOHNSON, Anthony ATH 5-10,195 oo° Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 21 overall prep school. ... Two-time all-state at Jackson (Miss.) 
Provine. ... Had 53 career reception and 15 career interceptions at Provine. ... Had eight 
interceptions as a senior. 


JONES, Courtney RB 5-11,204 ooo Pensacola, FL Pensacola 
Rivals.com’s No. 36 running back. .. No. 77 recruit in Florida. ... Rushed for 800 yards and 
eight touchdowns as a senior. ... Rushed for 1,427 yards and 15 touchdowns as a junior. 


LOVE, Kyle OL 62,315 oo College Park, GA No, Clayton 


Played offensive and defensive line at North Clayton. 


MASON, Ryan WR 65,215 ooo Moorhead, MS Miss, Delta CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 61 overall junior college recruit. ... Caught 10 passes for 390 yards 
last season. ... Missed most of senior season at Mobile (Ala.) Shaw with a back injury. 


MELICHAR, Mark OL 65,275 oo 


Two-year starter. ... Had 112 pancake blocks as a senior. 


MILLS, Keith WR 63,195 oo Alexandria, LA Alexandria 
Played quarterback, wide receiver and cornerback as a senior. ... Caught 21 passes for 
397 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 


ODOM, Reggie DT 60,299 ooo Deland, FL Deland 
Rivals.com’s No. 65 defensive tackle. ... No. 100 recruit in Florida. ... Four-year starter. 
... Had 78 tackles and three sacks as a senior. ... Father Reginald Odom played football 
at Southern Miss. 


PRINCE, Rotiney DE 6-2,222 000 Irondale, AL Shaties Valley 
Rivals.com’s No. 40 weakside defensive end. ... Topped 100 tackles as a senior. ... Had 
12 sacks in 2005 


STALLWORTH, Amil RB 5-9,1909 oo Daphne, AL Daphne 
Rushed for 2,018 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. ... Finalist for Alabama’s Mr. 
Football award, 


SUMMERS, Anthony ATH 6-2,200 ©©© © Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 12 athlete. ... No. 4 recruit in Mississippi... Rushed 
for 1,040 yards and 10 touchdowns. ... Passed for 1,269 yards and 21 touchdowns. 


WASHINGTON, Marcus DB 5-10,175 oo Missouri City, TX FB. Marshall 
Had 25 tackles and one interception as a senior. ... Also participated in basketball and track. 


Birmingham, AL Oak Mountain 
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. Wr. Crass HomeTown ‘ Pos. Ht. Wr, Crass Hometown eft tackle Calvin Wilson saw his weight balloon 
ROBERT AMBERS QB 5-11 1 Venice, CA 13. ANTHONY JOHNSON DB 5-10 195 Fr Jackson to near 370 pounds on his 6-5 frame when he 
BRIAN ANDERSON OL 6+ Butler, AL 90 ANTONIO JOHNSON DL 6-3 209 Sr Leland arrived on campus. A pre-enrollment knee injury 
KEITH ANDREWS = K_ sb Bastrop, LA 29 GRAILENJOHNSON DB 59 181 So Memphis IN made it impossible for him to work out and led to 
87 AUBREY BELL WR 63 217 So Ptichard, AL «34 _JERAMIEJOHNSON DB 5-11 716 si East Point.Ga | _ his weight gain. 

76 ROYCEBLACKLEDGE OL 6-3 293 dr Sandersville -«68-<CARVELONES «LB 5-11 215 fr Mobile, AL If the highly regarded sophomore is to reach his 
GeocTr ik $4 JEREMY JONES TE 63 278 So HaveylA potential and become a full-time starter, he must 
Se lose weight. So Wilson has been conditioning 
twice a day — once on the water treadmill and 

once on the track. 

He had lost nearly 20 pounds at the end of 
spring and hopes to get down around 330 by the 
time the season kicks off. 

That should vastly improve the pass protection. 

© One week before the spring ended, six fresh- 
men (at the time) were arrested and charged with 
simple assault on a police officer in a downtown 


ANTHONY BOWLES SN 5-10 19 Grenada DANIEL KENNEDY OL 6-5 258 Jr Tupelo 

TAY BOWSER WR 6- 9 Gilmer, TX 20 JARVIS KYLES DB 6-0 187 Fr Milledgeville, GA 
GUNNER BOYKIN OL 6- Ridgeland 56 ANTHONY LITTLEJOHN LB 6-2 217 So Jacksonville, FL 
MARK BROWN LB Madison 86 LANCE LONG WR 5-10 Macomb, MI 


MARSHALL BROWN — RB Soso 43 BLAKE MCADAMS P 5-11 Ripley, TN 

TITUS BROWN DL 6-3 Tuscaloosa, AL THOMAS MCGEE DB 5-8 Greenville 

TONY BURKS WR 6-4 Gulfport TODD MCGEE Memphis, TN 
CHARLES BURNS DL 6-2 26 Hattiesburg LANCE MCKINNEY 7 15 Jackson 

ERIC BUTLER TE 6-3 Moss Point JIMMY MILLER . Marina Del Rey, CA 


ADAM CARLSON P/K 6-4 Gulfport 57 SOLOMAN ONA L 6 Scotland, LA nightclub. 

JOHNNY CARPENTER OL 6-3 Citronelle, AL GABE O'NEAL 6-0 Columbus Coach Sylvester Croom suspended “indefinite- 
ADRON CHAMBERS DB 5-9 191 Fr Pensacola, FL DEREK PEGUES 5-10 1 o Batesville ly” cornerback Derek Peques, safety Keith 
JAMAR CHANEY LB 6-2 Fort Pierce, FL ANWAR PHILLIPS 5-10 275 Sr Atlanta, GA Fitzhugh, offensive tackle Michael Gates, quar- 
COREY CLARK DL 6-1 Taylorsville 94 ANDREW POWELL DL 6-0 298 Clewiston, FL terback Tray Rutland, and defensive ends Charles 
OMARR CONNER WR 6-1 2 Macon NILL PROSSER WR 6-3 207 Starkville Burns and Quinton Wesley. 

RUSSELL COOK SN 6-1 Jackson, TN 71 JAMES REDMOND OL 6-7 308 Sr __Decatur, GA None played in the spring game, but Croom said 
BROOKS CRABTREE P Starkville 32 CARLTON RICE LB 6-0 226 Jr Huntsville, AL he will wait for the legal process to run its course 
QUINTON CULBERSON LB 6- Jackson 8 DELJUAN ROBINSON DL 6-4 296 Hernando before he decides if they'll miss time in the 2006 
BRYSON DAVIS RB 6- Plainview, TX 1 CASEY ROGERS RB 6-1 218 Henagar, AL season. 

ANTHONY DUNNING OL 6- Thomasville, AL 17 TRAY RUTLAND 0B 6-2 221 Decatur, GA e Backup running back Derek Ambrose, who 
ANDERSON ELLARD WR 5+ Natchez 3 JOEY SANDERS WR 6-0 208 Macon rushed for 91 yards on 15 carries in two games, 
MARCUS EVANS DB Starkville BEN SHELTON WR 5-10 187 Vicksburg tore his ACL on the first play of the third game last 
TY EVANS 0B 6- Lexington, TN 48 DEZMOND SHERROD TE 6-2 247 dr Caledonia season. He applied for and received a sixth-year of 
KEITH FITZHUGH DB Hampton, GA ALEXANDER SMITH DL 6-0 265 Fr Chicago, IL eligibility via a medical hardship waiver. 
MICHAELGATES OL 6- Fairburn, GA JAMAYEL SMITH WR 6-0 185 So _East Point, GA * Senior receiver Omarr Conner, last year's 


starting quarterback, has played just two games at 
receiver since his freshman year. But he caught 
nine passes for 116 yards, making him a first- 
teamer heading into the fall. 

¢ Junior college transfer Tony Burks, a 6-4 
receiver, graduated early and enrolled at MSU in 
January, in time for spring practice. He is already 
a starter, but he hurt his hamstring this spring and 
hardly practiced. 

e Several players had offseason surgery and 


DEMON GLANTON DB 6- Atlanta, GA RASHAD SMITH WR 6-0 196 So East Point, GA 
ADRIAN GRIFFIN DB 5-9 16 LaGrange, GA MAJOR SOSEBEE WR 6-0 177 Fr Warrior, AL 

AVERY HANNIBAL = DL Ob LaGrange, GA 63 CHRIS SPENCER OL 6-3 305 Fr Meridian 

BRANDON HART RB 5- LaGrange, GA BRAXTON STOWE LB 5-11 225 Fr Fayette, AL 

DAVID HEARD DB 6. Vicksburg 53 ANTHONY STRAUDER OL 6-3 306 So Natchez 

MICHAEL HEARD DL 6- Lovejoy, GA 67 ROLAND TERRY OL 6-7 291 So Meridian 

MICHAEL HENIG QB 6- Montgomery, AL 27 BRANDON THORNTON RB 5-10 188 So Birmingham, AL 
DIO HERRERA OL 6- Hollywood, FL 25 TYLERTHREADGILL WR 5-10 191 Jr Philadelphia 
JONATHAN HILL DB 5- Jr Athens, AL JUSTIN WALKER 1B 5-7 191 Fr Madison 

STEVEN HOLLEY TE 6+ Satsuma, AL 99 QUINTON WESLEY DL 6-5 287 fr Atlanta, GA didn’t participate in the spring. Among the 
BRAD HORTON 1B 5- Columbus, GA 24 JUSTIN WILLIAMS RB 5-10 208 Jr Tallulah, LA starters: running back Brandon Thornton (shoul- 
KEON HUMPHRIES DB Montgomery, AL 79 CALVIN WILSON OL 6-5 356 So Hattiesburg der), safety Demario Bobo (knee), cornerback 
JASON HUSBAND TE 6- Jackson 28 LERON YARBROUGH DB 6-0 172 Sr Louisville David Heard (shoulder), tight end Eric Butler 
BRETT HYAIT QB 5- Soso ADRIAN YELDING DB 5-8 175 Jr Daphne, AL (shoulder) and receiver Will Prosser (hip). 

CRAIG JENKINS 6- 9 TAURUS YOUNG RB 5-9 216 So Winona 


— (3-8, 1-7) 
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MICHAEL HENIG 


defensive line is the team’s personality. 
Andrew Powell (39 tackles) and Deljuan 


Robinson (29) are both pluggers who can 


also rush the passer. The questions fall to 
the ends — senior Michael Heard and 
junior Titus Brown. If they can replace a 
portion of Evans’ totals, this unit can be 
stellar. 

The main cog in the defense is senior 
middle linebacker Quinton Culberson, 
who led the team with 78 total tackles, 


including 49 solos. The former Parade 


high school All-American cornerback is 
up to 6-0, 239 pounds and should 
improve his fundamentals this year. 
Fellow linebackers Gabe O’Neal and 
Jamar Chaney should receive help from 
JC transfer Timmy Bailey. 

The secondary, which needs to replace 
one starter, should be improved and more 
electric. 

Safety Jeramie Johnson, with his 64 
tackles and four interceptions, can be a 
dominant player in the conference. 
Heady senior cornerback David Heard 
continues to improve. 

Question marks arose this spring 
when cornerback Derek Pegues and safe- 
ty Keith Fitzhugh, both starters, were 
among six sophomores arrested and 
charged with simple assault on a police 
officer. They were suspended for the 
spring game, with their status to be 


determined. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Kicker Keith Andrews injured his 
groin toward the end of the 2005 season 
and missed most of the final four games. 
The strong-legged senior had made 5 of 8 
attempts, with a long of 49 yards. 

Then-freshman backup Adam Carlson 
stepped in and hit 2 of 4 attempts. But if 
there was any doubt Andrews is back, he 
removed it by drilling a 55-yarder in the 
spring game. 

Sophomore punter Blake McAdams, 
who started every game as a freshman, 
finished third in the SEC with a 41.9 
yards-per-punt average. Of his 69 kicks, 


14 were downed inside the 20-yard-line. 


“Miss. State’s Winning Trend 1996-2005 


_ with 12 tackles against Kentucky. 


We RE 


does 


7 side linebacker was State's 
| But he might have had the 
_ biggest impact. ... 
| Fort Pierce, Fla., Chaney 


' earning three starts and 


) sophomore. 


mBAIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


LB Quinton Culberson 

Everything the defense 
revolves — around 
Culberson. The big defen- 
sive tackles shield him from 
blocks, and then the speed- 
ster wraps up and makes 
the tackles. ... The 6-0, 
239-pound senior led the 
team in tackles last season 
with 78. ... The former cor- 
nerback, safety and outside 


| linebacker is at home in the middle. But he 


hasn't forgotten the skills that made him a 
freshman All-SEC defensive back. That gives him 
skills few linebackers possess, as evidenced by 
his one-handed, diving interception against 
Murray State. ... Had his biggest game last year 


EMERGING STAR 


LB Jamar Chaney 
The 6-2, 229-pound out- 


= 


last signee in its 2005 class. 
From 
played in all 11 games, 


making 31 tackles. .., Most 
productive game was 
against Arkansas, when he 
made six tackles. ... With size, speed, and 
smarts, it’s difficult to find a weakness on this 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Tony Burks 
An Ole Miss signee out of | 
high school, the 6-4, 213- | 
pounder signed with MSU 
and enrolled in January § 
after a stellar two-year 
career at Mississippi Gulf | 
Coast Community College. 
... The former high school 
All-American caught 44 | 
* passes for 638 yards with 
three touchdowns at junior 
college. ... Expected to contribute immediately, 
the Bulldogs are trying to recruit a whole unit of 
receivers like him. 
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TONY BURKS 


Burks is Key for 
Improving Dogs 


Coach Sylvester Croom wanted 
receiver Tony Burks to develop a solid 
relationship with quarterback 
Michael Henig. So at the beginning 
of the spring semester, Croom went 
to the weight room to introduce 
Henig and Burks. 

One problem. 

They'd already met. They'd already 
started throwing. 

Burks, an instant-impact recruit 
from Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College, enrolled at MSU 
in January. The fact that he and 
Henig had been playing catch was 


just one reason it seems everyone is 
excited about Burks’ future. 

“This time last year, it was difficult 
to get (players) to do that,” said 
Croom, during spring practice. “It sig- 
nifies a change in attitude and realiza- 
tion that a lot has to be done on their 
own in order for us to have a chance to 
be a championship football team.” 

The Bulldogs offense ranked near 
the bottom of the national stats last 
season, and now this West Coast 
offense-based unit must replace all- 
time leading rusher and All-SEC run- 
ning back Jerious Norwood. 

While a stable of running back 
signees are expected to compete for 
the starting job, MSU will try to make 
up for the loss with its receiving corps. 

That's where Burks comes in. The 
former Ole Miss signee can be the key 
player to improving the offense. 

“T want to step up and be the man,” 
said Burks, who nonetheless injured 
his hamstring and practiced only three 
times in the spring. “But I don’t want 
to be the only one. I want a good run- 
ning back, receivers, everyone with the 
same intensity and passion I have.” 

His help is required at the neediest 
position. Senior Will Prosser was the 
team’s leading receiver last season 
with only 28 catches for 286 yards. 

Quarterback-turned-receiver Omarr 
Conner immediately became the best 
receiver when he switched positions in 
week nine. The offense could not 
stretch the field, which is why Burks, a 
former high school All-American, 
might be the answer for the Bulldogs. 

“If Burks plays up to his abilities, 
that alone is going to make us better in 
the passing game,” Croom said. “In this 
offense, if you don’t have receivers, you 
aren't going to beat anyone.” 

The rangy, 6-4 Burks headlines a 
blooming group of tall, physical, 
secure receivers that Croom is trying to 
develop. Burks caught 44 passes for 
638 yards and three touchdowns as a 
sophomore in junior college. 

Croom was asked what kind of 
receiver Burks is. 

His answer: “One who can catch the 
football.” 


The returners — Omarr Conner for 
punts and Derek Pegues for kicks — 
both have limited experience in the 
return game. Special teams is one area 


that must improve. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Four years ago, Mississippi State 
struck a deal with a West Virginia team 
coming off a 3-8 season. Fast forward to 
2006, and the Mountaineers are a con- 
sensus Top 5 national pick. 

All that does is make MSU’s already- 
tough Southeastern Conference-based 
schedule a little more difficult. The 
Bulldogs play West Virginia on Oct. 7 at 
home, which is the highlight of the non- 
conference schedule. 

The challenges begin long before that, 
however. State kicks off the college foot- 
ball season Aug. 31 against South 
Carolina and coach Steve Spurrier. 

The SEC road games are in Death 
Valley vs. LSU on Sept. 30, between the 
hedges vs. Georgia on Oct. 21, at 
Alabama on Nov. 4 and at rival Ole Miss 
in the Egg Bowl on Nov. 25. 


lan R. Rapoport 


FE reEsec 


Aug. 31 SOUTH CAROLINA — 

Sept. 9 AUBURN 

Sept. 16 ‘TULANE ~ 
~ Sept. 30 at LSU 
— Oct. 7 WEST VIRGINIA — 


Oct.14 JACKSONVILLE STATE 


at Georgia — 


Oct. 21 , 


“Wo. 18 ARKANSAS” 
Nov. 25 at Ole Miss — 
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AT A GLANCE 


7-5 overall, 5-3 SEC (T-2nd, East) 
Steve Spurrier — At South Carolina: 7-5, 
1 year; overall: 149-45-2, 16 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 2 
| 9; 6 offense, 3 defense 


" PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Blake Mitchell, TB Cory Boyd, 
WR Sidney Rice, WR Kenny McKinley, 
TE Jared Cook, CB Fred Bennett, 

DT Stanley Doughty 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


South Carolina should improve dramatical- 
ly on offense in the second season of 
Spurrier’s tenure, particularly Blake 
Mitchell at quarterback. Rice looms as a 

_ potential All-American player at wide 
receiver, and the return of Boyd from sus- 
pension adds a multi-purpose threat. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Gamecocks will have to rely on young 
and relatively inexperienced players on 
the offensive line. There are also plenty of 
holes to fill on defense, particularly in 
the secondary. 


FS Ko Simpson, CB Johnathan Joseph, 
LB Ricardo Hurley, PK Josh Brown 


With serious issues on the offensive line 
and across the board on defense, the 
Gamecocks will be challenged to improve 
significantly on last year’s record, but 
Spurrier definitely has South Carolina 
headed in the right direction. The sched- 
ule is favorable, so look for the Gamecocks 
to make it to another lower-tier bowl 
game. 


SOUTH CRROLINA GAMECOCKS SOUTH CARGLINA GAMECOCKS SOUTH CARO! 


Another Bowl Should be Fine as Building Continues 


Steve Spurrier’s return to college 
coaching last season was a bit of a roller 
coaster ride. 

South Carolina nearly upset Georgia 
and knocked off Tennessee and Florida, 
two teams former coach Lou Holtz failed 
to beat in five seasons. 

The Gamecocks also got pounded by 
Alabama and Auburn, and nosedived at 
the end by losing at home to in-state rival 
Clemson in the final regular-season game 
and blowing a 21-point lead in a 38-31 
Independence Bow! loss to Missouri. 

Still, a 7-5 record and a bowl bid was 
more than most expected from South 
Carolina, given the talent the Ol’ Ball 
Coach had to work with. 

Expectations for this season remain a 
mystery, as Spurrier continues his ambi- 
tious goal of turning the Gamecocks into 
a Southeastern Conference power. 

“T don’t have any great words of wis- 
dom,” Spurrier said. 

“We've got a long way to go. We don’t 
have many seniors and this is not an over- 
ly talented junior-senior team. We have 
very few seniors ready to play. We're still 
building this thing and I’m looking for- 
ward to what we can do.” 

The Gamecocks likely will line up with 
two senior starters on offense and two on 
defense, making them one of the youngest 
teams in the nation. Spurrier played 11 
players from his inaugural recruiting class 
last season as he began the process of mak- 
ing over the Gamecocks in his image. 

Opportunities abound again for this 
year’s recruiting class because South 
Carolina needs immediate help on the 


offensive line, and nearly across the board 
on defense. 

The players who return should at least 
be more knowledgeable in Spurrier’s 
offense, if not the defense of coordinator 
Tyrone Nix. 

“We know a lot more offensively what 
we're trying to do,” Spurrier said. “That’s 
encouraging, but there’s a lot of work to 
do before we're ready.” 

The cautionary note from the head 
coach hasn't kept fans from buying season 
tickets at a near-record clip in anticipa- 
tion that Spurrier will work more mira- 


cles this season. 


OFFENSE 


It’s no secret that it’s not exactly easy 
being the quarterback in Spurrier’s 
offense, but Blake Mitchell survived, at 
thrived, putting up 
respectable numbers last season. 


times while 
Mitchell completed 59 percent of his 
passes for 2,370 yards, with 17 touch- 
downs and 12 interceptions. 
He enters his junior season as the clear 
but redshirt freshman Cade 
Thompson showed dramatic improve- 


starter, 


ment at the conclusion of spring practice, 
and Spurrier’s track record suggests he 
wont be afraid to make a switch if 
Mitchell doesn’t improve as expected. 
The Gamecocks’ biggest weapon on 
offense remains wide receiver Sidney Rice 
who earned All-SEC honors while catch- 
ing 70 passes for 1,143 yards and 13 
touchdowns as a redshirt freshman. A 
broken thumb cost him part of spring 
ball, but the injury wasn’t expected to 
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linger through the summer. 

One of the keys for the Gamecocks 
will be surrounding Rice with players 
who can help him carry the load. 

The most likely suspects are senior 
wide receiver Noah Whiteside, who has 
fully recovered from an ankle injury, and 
sophomore Kenny McKinley, who had a 
promising freshman year. 

Spurrier should have a few more good 
options with tight end Jared Cook evolv- 
ing as a pass-catching threat and the return 
of tailback Cory Boyd. Boyd missed all of 
last season while serving a suspension for 
violation of university policy. With his elu- 
sive running and pass-catching ability out 
of the backfield, Boyd should be a perfect 
fit in Spurrier’s offense. 

The major questions revolve around 
the offensive line, where the Gamecocks 


Scouting Report: Offense 


20085 stats: 95.2 ypg rushing (11th in SEC/108th NCAA), 220.8 ypg passing (Sth/64th), 315 ypg total offense (Sth/100th), 23.7 ppg (7th/75th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 
QB Blake Mitchell* Jr. 
RB Cory Boyd Jr. 
FB Lanard Stafford Jr. 
WR __ Sidney Rice* So. 
Kenny McKinley* So. 
TE — Jared Cook Fr. 
LT  GurminderThind So. 
LG ThomasColeman Sr. 
C Chris White” Sr. 
RG JamesThompson dr. 
RT Jamon Meredith’ Jr. 


“Returning starter 


Needs continued improvement in mastering the offense. 
Fits the Spurrier mold at TB; had super spring game. 
Former walk-on is adequate blocker. 

Star player in Spurrier’s offense; potential All-American. 
Rapidly improving player who needs to step up. 
Redshirt ready to emerge as pass-catching threat. 
Must hold off challenges from incoming linemen. 
Former walk-on in same boat as Thind. 

Lone returning starter on offensive line, 

Played significant minutes in a reserve role last season. 
Started four games last season, including bow! game. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Cade Thompson, Fr. 
Mike Davis, So.* 
Clark Gaston, Fr. 
0.J. Murdock, Fr. 
Noah Whiteside, Sr. 
Robert Pavlovic, Jr. 
Seth Edwards, Sr. 
Bryan Kingrey, Jr. 
Jeremy Burgess, So. 
Hardee Sanders, Fr. 
Justin Sorensen So. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 174.2 ypg rushing (11th in SEC/85th NCAA), 186.5 yng passing (5th/22nd), 360.8 total defense (10th/47th), 28.2 ppg (8th/40th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Jordin Lindsey’ Jr. _Light but quick. Brings experience. Three sacks in ’05. Ryan Brown, Jr. 

DT Marque Hall Jr. Loads of potential, but needs to step up. Matt Raysor, So. 

NT Stanley Doughty* Jr. —_ Impact player if he can keep his weight under control. Nathan Pepper, So. 
DE  DakotaWalker So. Coming off outstanding freshman year with 3.5 sacks. Ryan Brown, Jr. 

LB Marvin Sapp So. Got valuable minutes as a backup last season. Yvan Banag, So. 

LB Jasper Brinkley Jr. JC transfer has look of impact player in the middle. Curtis Rice, Jr. 


LB Brent Davis Fr 
CB Fred Bennett* Sr. 
CB CarlosThomas _—So. 
SS Brandon Isaac Sr. 
FS ChrisHampton = dr. 


*Returning starter 


will be depending on incoming players 
— most notably Clarence Bailey and 
Hutch Eckerson — to step up and play 
immediately, if not as starters, then cer- 
tainly as key backups. 


DEFENSE 


Spurrier spent more time in spring 
practice watching the defense than at any 
time in his college coaching career. 

He also spent more time talking about 
South Carolina’s defensive problems with 
reporters than in the past, when he 
almost always deferred such questions to 
the defensive coordinator. 

There are reasons for it, most notably 
key personnel losses on that side of the ball 
and the defense’s inability to stop the run. 

South Carolina ranked 85th in the 


nation in run defense, a problem Spurrier 


Emerged as solid player in the spring. 

Leader of secondary; team’s best cover corner. 
Converted WR has the speed and cover skills to excel. 
Could be solid if he can remain healthy. 

Needs to be ready after departure of star Ko Simpson. 


Vandaral Shackleford, Fr. 
Stoney Woodson, So. 
Captain Munnerlyn, Fr. 
Damien Wright, Fr. 
Mychal Belcher, Fr. 


mainly attributed to poor tackling. 

That problem is made more serious by 
significant personnel losses, including 
safety Ko Simpson, the team’s leading 
tackler, who left early for the NFL draft 
along with cornerback Johnathan Joseph. 

Only three starters return on defense 
after linebacker-rover Mike West was 
moved to wide receiver. 

South Carolina's best player on defense 
is senior cornerback Fred Bennett, the 
team’s top cover corner. 

However, there’s some talent to work 
with in some of the Gamecocks’ younger 
players who played significant minutes as 
backups last season. 

Junior tackle Marque Hall and sopho- 
more defensive end Dakota Walker 
should be solid up front, as should line- 
backers Marvin Sapp and Jasper Brinkley, 
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GAMECOCKS RECRUITING 2006 


Committments 
Average Stars 


ie Clarence Bailey, OL 

a | The 6-6, 308-pound Bailey has drawn comparisons to former Miami 
i (Fla.) and current Minnesota Vikings standout Bryant McKinnie. Bailey 
ay| is expected to compete for a starting job at one of the tackle spots 
once he arrives in Columbia during the summer. 


THE SLEEPER 


ix 


mnto)| Emanuel Cook, ATH 

jy Because of the emergence of Mike Davis and Cory Boyd at running 
back, the Gamecocks may be able to shift Cook, who led his team to 
the Florida Class 6A championship his senior year, to safety. Several 
have said that the 5-10, 197-pounder with 4.4 speed is good enough 
to see significant snaps. 


Jasper Brinkley, LB 
Brinkley enrolled at Carolina for spring practice and immediately 
established himself at the “Mike” linebacker position as the starter. He 


=e | Was One of South Carolina's top defensive players during the spring. 


Darian Stewart, DB 

After most teams backed off because 
of academics, Stewart improved his 
grades and set out on a path toward 
qualifying. That's good news for the 
Gamecocks because they need help at 
the safety position after losing Ko 
Simpson to the NFL. The 5-11, 204- 
pound Stewart has a shot at early play- 
ing time if he arrives in Columbia in 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 24 


LOD) (7EEDS 


South Carolina will aim to add three to four wide 
receivers in this class as Steve Spurrier continues 
to add the weapons he needs to have his offense 
hitting on all cylinders. The Gamecocks have a big 
need at both defensive end and defensive tackle, 


TF SIEMCONMERS GF HfL T 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown Scxoot 


ANDERSON, Garrett OL 64,270 oooo  Inmo,SC Dutch Fork 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 8 offensive guard. ... No. 3 recruit in South 
Carolina. ... State Lineman of the Year. 


ANDEREWS, Pierre OL 6-2,286 99 Charlotte, NC Independence 
Won four state titles at Independence. ... Never lost a game in high school ... Two-time 
all-state. 


BAILEY, Clarence OL 6-6,308 ©O0O0  Trenton,NJ Lackawana JC 


Rivals.com's No. 29 overall junior college recruit. ... Second-team junior college All- 
American, ... Enrolled for spring semester. 


BATCHELOR, Heath OL 6-7,28 ooo Haleyville, AL Haleyville 
Rivals.com’s No. 41 offensive tackle. ... Mr. Football finalist. ... Class 4A lineman of the 
year. ... Also state champion in shot put and discus. 


BRINKLEY, Casper LB 6-3,235 Ooo Thomson, GA Georgia Military 


Rivals.com's No, 65 overall junior college recruit. ... Twin of South Carolina signee 
Jasper Brinkley. ... Won state title with Thomson (Ga.) in 2002. 


BRINKLEY, Jasper 1B 6-3,245 © — Thomson, GA Georgia Military 


Rivals.com’s No. 64 overall junior college recruit. ... Enrolled for spring semester. ... 
Won state title with Thomson (Ga.) in 2002. 


BROADHEAD, Ryan OL 65,257 9° Leesburg, GA Lee County 


Played center as a junior but moved to tackle as a senior. ... First-team all-state. 


BROWN, Moe WR 60,170 99° Anderson, GA Westside 
Rivals.com’s No. 56 wide receiver. ... No. 13 recruit in South Carolina. ... Two-time all- 
region wide receiver. ... Also an all-region cornerback. 


BROWN, Seaver OL 65,306 ooo — Clearwater, FL Countryside 


Rivals.com’s No. 39 offensive guard. ... No. 71 recruit in Florida. ... Second-team all- 
State. ... Played in CaliFlorida Bowl. 


CAMPBELL, Terrence DE 6-4,235 900 Austell, GA South Cobh 
Rivals.com’s No, 51 strongside defensive end. ... No. 42 recruit in Georgia. ... Also 
played basketball. 


COOK, Emanuel DB 5-10,197 ooo 


Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Rivals.com's No. 21 safety. ... No. 51 recruit in Florida. ... Rushed for 2,027 yards and 
27 touchdowns as a senior. ... Led Palm Beach Gardens to its first state title with 373 
yards and five touchdowns in the championship game. 


ECKERSON, Hutch OL 6-6,260 ©ooo  Lumberton,NC Lumberton 
Rivals.com’s No. 21 offensive tackle. ... No. 9 recruit in North Carolina. ... Four-year 
starter. ... First-team all-state. ... Father played football at NC State. 
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shape in the summer. 
p and they will look to sign at two of each. South 


Carolina did not sign as many defensive backs as 
they would have liked to in the class of 2006, which 
increases their need in 2007. Cornerback is a more 
pressing need than safety. 


Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


ELLIS, Kenrick DT 65,318 ©0000 Lake Worth, FL John/. Leonard 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 12 defensive tackle. ... No. 23 recruit in Florida. 
... Third-team all-state. .., Had 10 sacks in eight games last season. 


GASTON, Clark 6-3,238 900 Ooltewah, TN © Ooltewah 
Rivals.com’s No, 12 fullback. ... No. 13 recruit in Tennessee. ... Rushed 54 times for 
233 yards and seven touchdowns, ... Father played for Tennessee. 


HAIL, Chris WR 5-10,175 9° Lovejoy, GA Lovejoy 
Caught 35 passes for 600 yards and 10 touchdowns. ... Also played basketball and 
track. 


MUNNERLYN, Captain DB 5-11,182 o© Mobile, GA Murphy 
All-state. ... Had 38 tackles and one interception as a senior. ... Returned a punt anda 
kickoff for a touchdown. 


NORWOOD, Eric DE 63,241 ooo Acworth, GA — North Cobb 

Rivals.com’s No. 34 strongside defensive end. ... No. 26 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 11 
sacks as a senior. ... Also played tight end and had 315 receiving yards and three touch- 
down catches. 


PAULK, Rotiney IB 6-0,19§ OOO Columbia, SC Richland NE. 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 inside linebacker. ... No. 9 recruit in South Carolina. ... South 
Carolina Mr. Football finalist. ... Had 174 tackles and 12 sacks as a senior. 


PROCHAK, Nick ATH 6-4,207 ©©©  Spartanburg,SC Spartanburg 
Rivals.com’s No. 17 recruit in South Carolina. ... Played quarterback as a senior. ... 
Passed for 1,719 yards and 17 touchdowns. ... Also rushed for 399 yards. ... South 
Carolina Mr. Football finalist. 


REAVES, Joel DT 63,270 oo°0 Marion, SC Georgia Military 


Enrolled for spring semester. ... Had four sacks and 76 tackles last season. 


SHACKLEFORD, Vandaral LB 6-0,191 ooo Riverdale, GA Riverdale 
Rivals.com’s No. 37 outside linebacker. ... No. 36 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 120 tack- 
les, 20 for a loss, as a senior. ... Class 5A first-team all-state. ... Also blocked a kick. 


SMELLEY, Chris QB 6-3,213 ©G06 Tuscaloosa, AL American christian 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 8 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 13 recruit in 
Alabama. ... Passed for a state-record 4,120 yards and 59 touchdowns as a senior. ... 
Threw only nine interceptions. ... Set state record with 134 career touchdowns. 


STEWART, Darian DB 5-11,204 ooo Huntsville, AL Lee 
Rivals.com’s No. 35 safety. ... No. 20 recruit in Alabama. ... Averaged 23.2 yards per 
catch with six touchdowns as a senior. ... Had four interceptions and 54 tackles as a 
safety. 


YOUNG, Kevin OL 65,317 oooo Clearwater,FL Catholic 
Rivals.com’s No. 20 offensive tackle. ... No. 45 recruit in Florida. ... Played in the 
CaliFlorida Bowl. ... First-team all-state. 
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lndividual Stats 


~ GAMECOCKS SPRING ROSTER 


» Wr, Crass Homerown 


YVAN BANAG 
TOMMY BEECHER 
MYCHAL BELCHER 
FRED BENNETT 
KERRY BONDS 
ANDY BOYD 

CORY BOYD 


CHARLES BRADY 


Buford, GA 
Concord, NC 
Spartanburg 
Manning 
Tallahassee, FL 
Concord, NC 
Orange, NJ 


Landrum 


JASPER BRINKLEY 
FREDDIE BROWN 
RYAN BROWN 
WILLIAM BROWN 
JEREMY BURGESS 


Thomson, GA 
Duncan 
Moncks Corner 
Boonville, NC 


Loris 


. Hr Wr. 
KENNY MCKINLEY 
JAMON MEREDITH 
BLAKE MITCHELL 


SCOTT MORGAN 
0,3, MURDOCK 
SYVELLE NEWTON 
BRETT NICHOLS 
ROBERT PAVLOVIC 
NATHAN PEPPER 
‘TAYLOR RANK 
MATT RAYSOR 
JOEL REAVES 
CURTIS RICE 


CHARLIE CARPENTER 


THOMAS COLEMAN 


Greenville 


Johnston 


SIDNEY RICE 


HARDEE SANDERS 


JARED COOK 
IKE CROFOOT 
BRENT DAVIS 
MARCUS DAVIS 


MIKE DAVIS 


Suwanee, GA 
Windermere, FL 
Daytona, FL 
Columbia 


Columbia 


Ctass Hometown 
Mableton, GA 
Simpsonville 
LaGrange, GA 
North Augusta 
Tampa, FL 
Wallace 
Simpsonville 
Mississauga, Ontario 
Greenville 
Vancouver, WA 
Bamberg 
Marion 


Union 


Gaffney 


Barnwell 


MARVIN SAPP 


Jacksonville, FL 


GERROD SINCLAIR 


JUSTIN SORENSEN 


LANARD STAFFORD FB 


NITRON STORK CB 


JORDAN DODDS 


Orlando, FL 


STANLEY DOUGHTY 
SETH EDWARDS 


JOSH EPPS 


Greensburg, LA 
Charlotte, NC 


Sumter 


RYAN SUCCOP P/PK 


GURMINDER THIND OT 


CARLOS THOMAS CB 


CADE THOMPSON QB 


TY ERVING 
CLARK GASTON 
PAUL HAILE 


Batesburg 
Cleveland, TN 


Lexington 


MARQUE HALL 


Wingate, NC 


JAMES THOMPSON 
RANZINO VALENTINE 
DAKOTA WALKER 


RAHMEL WALKER 


CHRIS HAMPTON 
THOMAS HOOPER 
BRANDON ISAAC 
LEMUEL JEANPIERRE 
JEROD JUNE 


BRYAN KINGREY 


Memphis, TN 
Montgomery, AL 
Blackville 
Orlando, FL 
Bonneau 


Raleigh, NC 


DAVID LAGGIS 


Conyers, GA 


JORDIN LINDSEY 


AUBREY MCKAY 5-10 


SHEA MCKEEN DE 6-4 258 


Name 
Mitchell 
Heffner 


Name 
Davis 
Turman 
Newton 


RECEIVING Name 


DEF. LEADERS 


Mobile, AL 
Darlington 


Mays Landing, NJ 


Tackles: Simpson 1 
Interceptions: 


Sacks: Doughty 3.5 


Tackles for loss: Hurley 


8 


BOBBY WALLACE 
JEREMY WARE 
CODY WELLS 
MIKE WEST 

CHRIS WHITE 
NOAH WHITESIDE 
STONEY WOODSON 


DAMIEN WRIGHT ROV 6-0 


GREG WRIGHT LB 5-10 203 


Att Cmp 


2 
3 


Loss 
40 


Gain 


Net Avg TD Long 
706 5 ‘ 


666 46 5 


103.9 
42.4 
ae 


Jacksonville, FL 
Vancouver Island, BC 
Hemingway 
Miami, FL 
Hickory, NC 
Mississauga, Ontario 
College Park, GA 
Maryville, TN 
Sumter 

Greenville 

Mays Landing, NJ 
Orangeburg 
Conway 

Fort Myers, FL 
Belleview, FL 
Ocala, FL 

Chester 

Greenville 

Tampa, FL 

Sumter 


Cross 


Yds/G 
15.5 


Results 


NOTEBOOK 


yvelle Newton is expected to have a healthy 

return after missing the final five games and 
spring practice because of a torn Achilles’ ten- 
don. 

This time, he’ll have a go at defensive back, 
the fourth position of his career. 

Newton has started at quarterback, wide 
receiver and running back, but figures his best 
shot at going pro might be as a defensive back, 
most likely at safety. 

“I'm willing to do whatever it takes to get 
back on the field,” said Newton. “I believe this 
gives me my best chance.” 

e During the spring game, sophomore line- 
backer Yvan Banag ignored coach Steve 
Spurrier’s no-blitzing rule and sacked quarter- 
back Cade Thompson. 

Banag was born and raised in France. 

“I'm not sure he knows all the rules yet,” 
Spurrier said. 

¢ South Carolina has only six scholarship sen- 
iors — three of whom began their careers as 
walk-ons. One of those is Thomas Coleman, a 
senior who will likely start at left guard. Spurrier 
said Coleman will be rewarded with a scholarship 
in the fall. 

* Aside from Newton's move to the secondary, 
the most interesting position switch for the 
Gamecocks was the move of Mike West from 
rover to slot receiver. 

West, a 6-0, 213-pound junior, played line- 
backer last season, and began spring practice at 
the rover safety position, only to be moved to 
offense. 

We'll see how it all plays out in the fall. 

“He's got a chance to help us there (at receiv- 
er),” Spurrier said. “He just needs to keep work- 
ing on catching the football and then doing 
something with it when he does.” 

© Spurrier clarified a clause in his contract 
that calls for a $50,000 bonus if he is selected 
SEC Coach of the Year by his fellow coaches. 

Spurrier didn’t earn that honor from his peers 
last season, but did get it from the media. The 
new clause, retroactively applied, splits the 
bonus $25,000 for selection by the media and 
$25,000 if selected by his fellow coaches. 


rm] 


(7-5, 5-3) 
L at Georgia 15-17 
L Alabama 14-37 
w Troy 45-20 
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-48 
44-16 
35-28 
16-15 
14-10 
30-22 


at Auburn 

Kentucky 

Vanderbilt 
at Tennessee 
at Arkansas 


Florida 


Independence Bowl 


_ 


vs. Missouri 31-38 
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MIKE DAVIS 


a junior college transfer who was a hard- 
hitting machine this spring from the mid- 
dle linebacker spot. 

But South Carolina’s best defensive 
lineman might find himself on the 
bench when the season begins if he 
doesn’t get his wildly fluctuating weight 
under control. 

Junior tackle Stanley Doughty tied for 
the team lead in sacks last season with 
3.5, but he ballooned from 318 pounds 
to 331 and will need to earn back his 
starting role in the fall, with a target 


weight of less than 300 pounds. 

“Hopefully, Stanley will keep working 
and eventually get his weight under con- 
trol and be the player we expect him to 
be,” said coordinator Tyrone Nix. 

Senior Syvelle Newton, who has 
started at three positions on offense — 
quarterback, wide receiver and running 
back — figures to at least get an audi- 
tion at safety in the fall. He expects to 
be healthy from an Achilles’ injury suf- 
fered last season. 

The Gamecocks will have to fill in 
some gaps from its recruiting class. 

Incoming players with a solid shot of 
playing immediately on defense include 
end Kendrick Ellis, linebacker Vandaral 
Shackleford, 
Munnerlyn and Casper Brinkley, the twin 


cornerback Captain 
brother of Jasper and also a junior college 
transfer. 

Spurrier shook up the Gamecocks’ 
coaching staff in the offseason. John 
Thompson, who served as co-defensive 
coordinator with Nix last season, is gone, 
leaving all coordinating responsibilities in 


the hands of Nix. 


South Carolina will have to replace 
punter/place-kicker Josh Brown, likely 
going with another multi-tasking kicker 
in sophomore Ryan Succop. 

Succop figures to handle kickoffs, 
punts and long field goals. 

The Gamecocks are looking for some- 
one with a little more accuracy on short 
field goals and extra points, and the top 
candidates are walk-ons Thomas Hooper 
and Charlie Carpenter. 


juchdown 21 tt 


- rum in the spring game. .. ee ‘ 
in 2004, sderaging 5.0 pe cay ne ca t 35. 
‘ vate: 


in spring, penciled in as the 


starter at middle line- 


expected | am 
in the fall. ... Also visited 


_Atzona State and Memphis hy tob art et i 


.. Returned an interception for a touchdown in 
a spring : scrimmage. ... Coach Steve Spurrier had 
to caution Brinkley i in the spring about mater 
the ga offensive madera too paais 
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More Helpings of 
Rice on the Way 


Wide receiver Sidney Rice won't 
sneak up on anyone this season. 

Last year as a redshirt freshman, 
the unheralded Rice seemingly came 
out of nowhere to haul in 70 passes 
for 1,143 yards and 13 touchdowns to 
earn All-SEC honors. 

It surprised everyone ... 
almost everyone. 

“Tt didn’t catch me by surprise,” 
said Rice, a 6-3 sophomore from 
Gaffney, S.C. “I set goals and I knew 
I was capable of reaching those 
goals.” 

The scary news for defensive backs 


well, 


ty ee — 
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hi year, he has gained about 10 pounds | 


around the SEC is this — Rice figures i 
to be even harder to cover this season. | 

“He has gotten bigger, stronger and | 
faster,” said South Carolina receivers’ 
coach Steve Spurrier Jr. “Since last j 


and gotten a 10th faster. He’s a good jf 
player, but the way he’s working, he’s J 
on course to be a great player.” q 

Rice had a minor setback during ff 
spring practice as he missed the last 
two weeks with a broken thumb. 

He really didn’t miss much, though. 
Rice was so dominant before the 
injury, he often found himself on the 
sidelines while the coaches turned 
their attention to developing other 
receivers, not to mention the confi- 
dence of the Gamecocks’ beleaguered 
secondary. 

During one scrimmage, Rice caught 
an 80-yard touchdown pass on the first 
play, then headed to the sideline for 
the remainder of the day. 

Rice doesn’t need the work, but the 
players around him do. He wasn't just 
a big part of the offense in coach Steve 
Spurrier’s first season at South 
Carolina, he was the offense. 

Rice had 43 more catches than the 
Gamecocks’ second-leading receiver. 

“The other guys have to get more 
balls,” Spurrier said. “We can’t just 
throw every pass at Sidney like we did 
last year. So the other guys are going 
to get some passes, but he'll get his 
share too.” 

The healthy return of junior wide 
receiver Noah Whiteside, who was 
severely limited last season by a nag- 
ging ankle injury, should help, as 
should the continued development of 
sophomore wide receiver Kenny 
McKinley. 

Spurrier also spent part of the spring 
molding tight end Jared Cook and tail- 
back Cory Boyd into pass receiving 
threats. 

As a result, Rice might not actually 
improve on last year’s numbers, given 
the increasing pass-catching options. 

Rice isn’t concerned with that. 

“The only goal I've set so far is help- 
ing my team win more games,” he said. 
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South Carolina has personnel issues, 
but a softer schedule should keep the 
Gamecocks in the chase for another 
bowl bid. 

South Carolina opens at Mississippi 
State in a Thursday night ESPN game on 
Aug. 31, which will be a critical game for 
the Gamecocks. 

Non-conference games against 
Wofford, Florida Atlantic and Middle 
Tennessee should set up the Gamecocks 
nicely for a return trip to a bowl, provid- 
ed they can hold serve against conference 
lightweights Kentucky and Vanderbilt. 

The Mississippi State game, along 
with a Nov. 4 home game against 
Arkansas, looms as the best opportuni- 
ties for a bowl-qualifying victory on a 
schedule that includes home games 
against conference powers Georgia, 
Auburn and Tennessee. 

Spurrier’s return to The Swamp when 
the Gamecocks play Florida on Nov. 11 
should be the most anticipated game on 
the schedule. 

As always, the Gamecocks close 
against in-state rival Clemson. 


Aug. 31 at Mississippi State 


Sept. 9 GEORGIA 


(SaO sent yas. | Mo GnoetaceaeN 
Sept. 16 WOFFORD 


Sept. 23 FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


“Sept. 28 AUBURN 
“Oct.7 ==——saat Kentucky 
“Oct.21 at Vanderbilt — 
“Oct.28  ~—«‘TENNESSEE 
“Nov.4 —sSARKANSAS 

Nov. 11 at Florida 


——.——-_-O—.. 


| Nov. 18 MIDDLE TENNESSEE ST. 
Nov. 25 at Clemson 
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TEAM UPDATES AND WEEKLY PICKS AT www. kickoffzone.com 
THE NATIONS LEADING POWER RATINGS FOR 55 YEARS 


Listen to ™ DON’T 
Max Howell at MISS OUR 
www .kickoffzone.com EXCLUSIVE 
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Collegiate Updates 


KICKOFF PUBLISHING 


SINCE 1951 


Lindy's Readers go to www.kickoffzone.com 
Call 1-866-779-6921 Today to Order The Kickoff 


AT A GLANCE 


5-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (T-4th, East) 


Phillip Fulmer — At Tennessee and over- 
all: 128-37, 14 years 


RETURNING STARTERS | 


13; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Arian Foster, WR Robert Meachem, © 
OL Arron Sears, QB Erik Ainge, 
DT Justin Harrell, PK James Wilhoit 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The talent at the skill positions is there 
for the Vols to be much improved on 
offense, but new coordinator David 
Cutcliffe has to put the pieces together in 
a good fit. The secondary returns all four 
starters and should be one of the league's 
top units. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


It might take a while for UT to get strong 
in the trenches, as the offensive line 
returns only one starter and the defensive 
front seven returns only one starter. After 
a promising freshman season and a sopho- 
more slump, will the real Ainge please 
stand up? 


OG Rob Smith, DE Parys Haralson, 
DE Jason Hall, DT Jesse Mahelona, 
LB Kevin Simon, LB Omar Gaither 


After the program’s first losing season 
since 1988, the Vols are eager to prove 
2005 was a fluke. They should get back 
on the postseason map, but that’s the 
bare minimum of expectations. Are the 
Vols ready to get back in the SEC East 
title mix? The ability to win close games 
is the key. 


a Le TENNESSEE 


e 


For more coverage of the Volunteers, visit wuw.tennessee.rivals.com 


TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS TENNESSEE VOLUNTEER 
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Vols’ Fall From Glory Should Be a Short Trip 


Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer is 
looking for the edge — the edge that 
helped the Vols win so many close games 
in his first dozen years, the edge that put 
UT in the SEC Championship game four 
times in eight seasons. 

“Edge, to me, is that confidence in 
knowing that we're going to get it done,” 
Fulmer said. 

“For years around here, we've won a lot 
of games because we knew as coaches and 
players we were going to get it done. It’s a 
find-a-way or make-a-way mentality.” 

That mentality went poof last year. 

The Vols stumbled to a 5-6 record, the 
program’s first losing season since 1988. 
There went a 16-year bowl streak, third 
longest in the country. 

“Nobody was happy about last sea- 
son,” Fulmer said. 

The record was disastrous by UT stan- 
dards, but Fulmer points out the Vols lost 
four games by a combined 17 points. 
That was a stark turnaround from 2004, 
when Tennessee had six victories by six 
points or less, 

It’s all a matter of making a few plays 
here and there at the right time ... 
which is where having an “edge” is so 
darn handy. 

In order to squeeze out a few more 
game-winning plays, Fulmer made 
sweeping changes, revamping his offen- 
sive staff after Tennessee ranked 101st in 
the nation in scoring, 90th in total 
offense, 85th in passing and 80th in 
rushing. Every offensive position coach 
has changed. 

* David Cutcliffe, a long-time UT 


assistant who was head coach at Ole Miss 
for six years, takes over as offensive coor- 
dinator from Randy Sanders, who 
resigned with four games left. 

* Trooper Taylor moves from running 
backs to receivers to replace Pat 
Washington, who was fired. 

* Greg Adkins moves from tight ends 
to offensive line for Jimmy Ray Stephens, 
who was fired. 

* Kurt Roper was hired as running backs 
coach and Matt Luke as tight ends coach. 

Cutcliffe wants a more disciplined 
offense, and he used an array of forma- 
tions this spring to make the Vols harder 
to defend. 

“T want our offense to be mentally and 
physically tough,” Cutcliffe said. 

In other words, he wants it to have an 


edge. 


OFFENSE 


Coordinator David Cutcliffe inherits 
a quarterback whose confidence was 
shaky last season, a mediocre offensive 
line that returns just one starter, a receiv- 
ing corps that has underachieved for 
years, and injuries that prevented the top 
three running backs from participating 
in spring practice. 

No wonder he said he didn’t like what 
he saw from the offense during spring ball. 

But he wasn’t hired to be all doom and 
gloom, and he promised the offense will 
get fixed. 

“We're going to be a good offensive 
football team,” Curcliffe said. “We're not 
going to be denied that.” 

To make Cutcliffe’s vow come true, 
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much depends on quarterback Erik 
Ainge, a talented 6-6 junior with a rifle 
arm ... and a fragile psyche. 

In 2004, Ainge set a UT freshmen 
record with 17 touchdowns passes, along 
with 1,452 yards and a 55 percent com- 
pletion rate. Last season, he had five 
touchdown passes, 737 yards and com- 
pleted 45 percent of his passes. He was 
benched twice. 

Cutcliffe tinkered with Ainge’s foot- 
work and throwing motion to make him 
more accurate, and he also worked on 
Ainge’s confidence. 

“Erik has arm strength and really good 
feet,” Cutcliffe said. “He’s also very 
coachable. I didn’t know how coachable 
he'd be.” 

Ainge was pushed in the spring by red- 
shirt freshman Jonathan Crompton, but 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 128.3 ypg rushing (8th in SEC/B0th NCAA), 198.0 passing (Sth /85th), 326.3 total offense (8th/90th), 18.6 ppg (10th/101st) 


POS STARTER 

QB Erik Ainge* Jr. 
RB Arian Foster* So. 
FB Cory Anderson” Sr. 
WR Lucas Taylor So. 
Robert Meachem = dr. 
TE — Chris Brown* Jr. 
LT Arron Sears* Sr. 


LG Ramon Foster So. 


COMMENT 


C _ David Ligon Sr. 
RG Anthony Parker So. 
RT Eric Young Jr 
*Returning starter 


Must improve accuracy, which dipped to 45% in '05. 
Averaged 148.4 yards in five starts, fluid moves. 
All-SEC talent who caught 14 passes; good blocker. 
Fulmer wants someone dynamic; Taylor has a chance. 
Led team with 29 catches; yet to play to potential. 
Good route runner, good hands; had 14 catches. 
All-SEC player, projects to be a high NFL pick. 

Made SEC All-Freshman team; must get quicker. 

One of two senior starters, made four starts last year. 
Versatile lineman who can play several positions. 
Must emerge to help solidify right side of the line. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Jonathan Crompton, Fr. 
Montario Hardesty, So. 
David Holbert, Jr. 

Bret Smith, Sr. 

Jayson Swain, Sr.” 
Brad Cottam, Jr. 

Chris Scott, Fr. 
Michael Frogg, Jr. 
Josh McNeil, Fr. 
Malcom Rawls, Fr. 
Steven Jones, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 82.5 ypg rushing (1st SEC/2nd NCAA), 215.7 passing (10th/54th), 288.2 total defense (3rd/6th), 18.6 ppg (Gth/16th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Antonio Reynolds Jr. Perhaps team’s best outside pass rusher. Walter Fisher, So. 

DT Justin Harrell* Sr. Made All-SEC, defensive MVP of ’05 Cotton Bowl. Dan Williams, Fr. 

DT ‘Turk McBride Sr. Has split time at tackle and end; good quickness. Demonte Bolden, So. 
DE Robert Ayers So. Might be team’s best all-round talent at end. Xavier Mitchell, Jr. 

LB Ryan Karl Jr. Smart player; had good spring, tough to beat out. Jerod Mayo, So. 

LB Marvin Mitchell Sr. Team leader in spring; could lead team in tackles. James Turner, Jr. 

LB Rico McCoy Fr. Dynamic athlete with great speed, nose for the ball. Adam Myers-White, So. 


CB Jonathan Wade* Sr. 
CB Inky Johnson* ur. 
SS Antwan Stewart* Sr. 
FS Jonathan Hefney* Jr. 


*Retuming starter 


this time around Ainge is a clear No. 1 with 
Rick Clausen having finished his eligibility. 

As for the receivers, they haven't pro- 
duced many big plays over the past three 
years, but the talent is there. 

Robert Meachem, full of potential, 
has led the team in receptions in each of 
the past two seasons but hasn't reached 
star status. Lucas Taylor emerged as a 
starter, especially since Jayson Swain 
missed the last month of spring and had 
his knee scoped for the second time in 
less than a year. Bret Smith has the most 
career touchdown catches (nine) among 
the wideouts, but he was inconsistent 
during the spring. 

Cutcliffe plans to use tight end Chris 
Brown more in the passing game and 
interchange the tight ends with the H- 
Back position. Fullback Cory Anderson is 


Most improved defender in spring; great speed. 

A rising star, made six starts after Jason Allen injury. 
Former CB made huge strides in the spring. 

Athletic; had a big spring and could double as a CB. 


Roshaun Fellows, Jr. 
Antonio Gaines, Jr. 
Antonio Wardlow, Fr. 
Demetrice Morley, So. 


an All-SEC talent. 

The offensive line returns just one 
starter, All-SEC pick Arron Sears. To 
become quicker and more athletic, each 
lineman was asked to lose weight. 

Arian Foster averaged 148.4 yards in 
just five starts after Gerald Riggs Jr. suf 
fered a season-ending broken ankle. 
Foster led the team with 879 yards, but 
he missed spring practice to rehab a 
shoulder and a knee. 

Running backs LaMarcus Coker and 
Montario Hardesty also missed spring 
due to injuries. 


DEFENSE 

All-SEC defensive tackle Justin Harrell is 
the lone returner along the front seven. The 
linebackers have three combined career 
starts and the defensive ends have none. 
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VOLUNTEERS RECRUITING 2006 


Walter Fisher, DE 

A shoulder injury hindered Fisher’s progress during spring practice, 
but the nation’s No. 2 overall junior college prospect is talented 
enough to find his way on the field this season. The 6-2, 265-pounder 
has three years to play three, so he has time to make an impact. 


Brent Vinson, ATH 

Vinson is one of the nation’s top overall athletes and has tremendous 
speed. He hasn't played football for very long, but if he continues to 
learn the game and develop, he has a chance to contribute at some 
position or on special teams this year. 


Lee Smith, TE 

Smith is one of the nation’s top tight end prospects, has good hands 
and could contribute his freshman year. A local product from Powell 
(Tenn.) High, Smith is the son of former Tennessee offensive lineman 


THE SLEEPER 


Stephaun Raines, WR 

Raines, who has tremendous speed, 
totaled nearly 1,600 yards of total 
offense (900 rushing, 700 receiving) 
for Dalton (Ga.) High in 2005. He 
appears to have the speed to be a 
downfield threat and could end up 
being the Tennessee's staff best dis- 
covery in the class of 2006. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 23 


LOD) (7EEDS 


Tennessee will look to increase its numbers 
at defensive back, along the defensive line 
and at wide receiver in the class of 2007. The 
in-state crop this year looks to be deeper 


Daryle Smith, who played on UT's 1985 SEC championship team. 
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Pos. Hr. Wr. Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


CUNNINGHAM, Chad =K 63,210 oo Dawsonville,GA Dawson 
Rivals.com’s No. 11 kicker. ... Averaged 46 yards per punt as a senior. ... Career-long 
punt of 71 yards.... Also played quarterback ... Father Rory Cunningham played for 
Tennessee. 


DAVIS, Dorian IB 6-1,195 9° lowa City, IA Cily 
Rivals.com’s No. 5 recruit in lowa. ... Had 127 tackles as a senior. ... Had five sacks, an 
interception and a blocked field goal. 


FISHER, Walter DE 62,265 ©0000 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 2 overall junior college recruit. ... Conference Defensive Player of the 
year. ... Enrolled for spring semester. ... Tennessee Class 4A Mr. Football in 2003 at 
Hillsboro (Tenn.). 


GARRETSON, Blake DT 63,27 oo°0 Morristown, TN East 
Rivals.com’s No. 33 defensive tackle. ... No. 8 recruit in Tennessee. ... Had 11 sacks and 
four fumble recoveries as a senior. 


GARRETT, Justin DB 6-2,199 99° Pasatlena, CA Pasadena College 


Rivals.com’s No. 97 overall junior college recruit. ... Had 83 tackles as a senior last sea- 
son. ... Had 88 tackles and four interceptions for Citrus College in 2003. 


HANCOCK, Quintin WR 6-2,182 ©©© St Augustine, FL St. Augustine 
Rivals.com’s No. 54 wide receiver. ... No. 63 recruit in Florida. ... Helped St. Augustine 
to 15-0 season and Class 3A state title. ... Had 27 catches for 33 yards and four touch- 
downs as a senior. ... Also intercepted four passes. 


JOHNSON, Ramone OL 6-4,305 ©°°00 Chicago Morgan Park 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 16 offensive guard. ... No. 5 recruit in Illinois. 
... Had 84 pancake blocks as a senior. 


LINCOLN, Daniel K 60,19 oo Ocala, FL Forest 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 kicker, ... Set county record with 94 percent of his kickoffs going for 
touchbacks. 


LINDSEY, Dustin RB 61,215 ooo Alcoa, TN Alcoa 
Rivals.com’s No. 34 running back. ... No. 9 recruit in Tennessee. ... All-state. ... Rushed 
for 1,221 yards and 19 touchdowns on 115 carries as a senior. ... Also had 2,178 rush- 
ing yards and 42 touchdowns as a junior. 


McCLENDON, Jacques OL 6-3,299 ©ooo Chattanooga,IN Baylor 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 9 offensive guard. ... No. 2 recruit in Tennessee. 
... Parade All-American. ... Had eight sacks as a senior. ... Rivals.com Junior All- 
American. 


OL 6-4,320 o©oeo Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 overall prep school recruit. ... Signed with Tennessee in 2005 before 
going to Hargrave. ... All-state. 


than in year’s past, so look for the Vols to 
build a solid base of in-state commitments 
early and then recruit regionally down the 
stretch as they always do. 


Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


NELSON, Chase DE 64,255 000 Tulsa, OK Union 
Rivals.com’s No. 43 strongside defensive end. ... No. 8 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Had 90 
tackles and 15 sacks as a senior. 


POPE, Cotly OL 65,268 ©©0 — SanDiego Cathedral Catholic 
Rivals.com’s No. 47 offensive tackle. ... No. 85 recruit in California. ... Three-year 
starter. ... Had nine sacks as a senior. 


RAINES, Stephaun WR 60,172 oo Dalton, GA Dalton 
All-state. ... Accounted for 1,700 all-purpose yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. ... 
Had 704 receiving yards and 947 rushing yards. 


SHAW, Jarrod DT 6-4,344 ooo Lafayette, LA Northside 
Rivals.com’s No. 63 defensive tackle. ... All-state. ... Had 85 tackles and eight sacks as 
a senior. 


SMITH, Lee TE 66,245 ooo Powell, TN Powell 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 tight end. ... No. 7 recruit in Tennessee. ... Caught 21 passes for 
420 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. ... Also had nine sacks on defense. ... Father 
Darryl Smith played at Tennessee and in the NFL. 


STEPHENS, Nick QB 6-3,195 ©©© Flower Mound, TX Flower Mound 


Rivals.com’s No. 15 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 57 recruit in Texas. ... Passed for 
2,602 yards and 24 touchdowns. 


STOCKER, Luke TE 66,220 ooo Berea, KY Madison Southem 
Rivals.com’s No. 33 tight end. ... No. 7 recruit in Kentucky. ... Caught 36 passes for 560 
yards and five touchdowns as a senior. .. Played tight end, fullback, defensive end and 
defensive tackle. 


THOMAS, Victor 


DE 6-4,250 ©©© Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Rivals.com’s No. 37 strongside defensive end. ... No. 16 recruit in Mississippi. ... Had 
6.5 sacks and 44 tackles as a senior. ... Also started at left tackle. 


THOMPSON, LaMarcus 1B 6-0,18 90° Stone Mountain, GA Redan 
Rivals.com’s No. 22 inside linebacker. ... No. 38 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 120 tackles 
and forced eight fumbles as a senior. 


VINSON, Brent ATH 6-2,180 Goo Hampton,VA Phoebus 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 18 athlete. ... No. 7 recruit in Virginia. ... 
Played only two years of football. ... Accounted for more than 2,100 all-purpose yards 
as a senior. ... Had 1,200 receiving yards, 400 rushing yards and nearly 600 return 
yards. ... Scored 20 total touchdowns. 


WILLIAMS, Gerald 1B 6-4,226 ©©© Lauderdale Lakes, FL Boyd Anderson 


Had 135 tackles as a senior. ... Signed with Tennessee in 2005. 
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| VOLUNTEERS SPRING ROSTER | [NOTEBOOK 


. Hr. Wr. Crass Homerown y Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Homerows I n the spring game, receiver Robert Meachem 
7 _ JEROD MAYO DL 6-2 230 So Hampton, VA caught five passes for 135 yards and two 
: touchdowns, covering 70 and 27 yards. 
a AE i mn Quarterback Erik Ainge, who entered the spring 
5__ RICO MCCOY Fr__ Washington, DC confused, but emerged confident, hit 14 of 22 
68 MATTMCGLOTHLIN DT 6-0 290 Sr Richlands, VA passes for 210 yards and two scores. 
so Sea sicme ated an oa * Receivers coach Trooper Taylor had his 
_ wideouts shuffle their hands through rice to find 
3_ROBERTMEACHEM WR 6-3 210 Jr__ Tulsa, OK a battery at the bottom of a five-gallon bucket 
83 WES BROWN DE 6-4 256 Fr Athens, AL 40 MARVIN MITCHELL DL 6-3 235 Sr Norfolk, VA in order to improve strength in their fingers. 
The receivers got good marks from offensive 
ae coordinator David Cutcliffe, who said they were 
20 DEMETRICE MORLEY DB 6-2 195 So Miami, FL much improved in their route running and 
5-11 205 Fr Antioch 53 ADAMMYERS-WHITE DL 6-2 215 So Hamilton, OH blocked better than any wideouts he'd seen in a 
6-3 198 Knoxville 75 ANTHONY PARKER 0G 6-3 305 So Jonesboro, GA eine 
* Basketball player Stanley Asumnu walked- 
19 JARODPARRISH DB 6-3 190 Jr Summerville, GA on for the last two weeks of spring and provided 
6-8 260 Germantown 64 MALOOMRAWIS 0G _6-5 315 Fr Memphis 
Jr Akron, OH 
96 VLADIMIRRICHARD DT 6-4 290 Fr Sunrise, FL 
1 AUSTIN ROGERS So Nashville 


a spark, catching a 58-yard bomb. Asumnu, a 6- 
6-3 265 So _ Nashville 79 CHRIS SCOTT OT 6-5 325 Fr Lovejoy, GA 


5 senior who became a starting forward for coach 
Bruce Pearl's squad last season, hasn't played 
27 ARIAN FOSTER TB 6-1 215 So San Diego, CA 76 ARRON SEARS OT 64 320 Sr Russellvile AL 
78 RAMON FOSTER OT 6-6 325 So Henning 


DL 6-1 215 


Fr 


93 XAVIERMITCHELL DE 6-2 252 


47 BRITTON COLQUITT 


football since the eighth grade. 

* Offensive linemen were asked to lose 
between 10 to 20 pounds to improve their agili- 
ty and ability to block on screens. Coach Phillip 
Fulmer said UT has been a “terrible” screen 
blocking team the last few years. Cutcliffe said 


WR 6-2 185 


11 SLICK SHELLEY WR 6-4 185 Fr _ Fort Smith, AR ne Hi ae a eee 
e linemen still aren’t quick enough to face 
73 MICHAEL FROGG 0G 6-4 300 Jr _ Kingston 4. Ge onrd on igs" eee hafenase ) 
AT ANTONIO GAINES 20815-9385 dr__ Covington 24 ANIWAN STEWART DB 6-0 195 Sr Dumfries, VA * Tennessee averaged only 128 rushing yards 


14 BEN GREENE DB 6-0 200 Jr Jonesboro, GA 

82 BILL GRIMES WR 6-4 207 Jr Douglasville, GA 
14 BOHARDEGREE 0B 6-5 215 Jr Jackson 

2M. HARDESTY TB 6-0 205 So New Bern, NC 


per game last season, the team’s worst mark 
since 1988. The Vols averaged at least 200 rush- 
ing yards per game from 1989 to 2004, but have 
reached the 200-yard mark just once since then 
— 1998, the year the Vols won the national 
championship. 

* Steve Jones, a backup offensive tackle, was 
named the most improved offensive player of the 
spring. 

Senior cornerback Jonathan Wade and fresh- 
man defensive tackle Dan Williams were named 
co-most improved defensive players. Wade made 
strides because he focused on football in the 
spring and didn’t run track. Williams made a 
quantum leap after losing more than 50 pounds. 

* Receiver Jayson Swain missed the last 
month of spring drills and had his knee scoped 
April 5, his second such procedure in less than a 
year. ... Defensive end Walter Fisher had shoul- 
der surgery after the spring game. ... Two poten- 


1 JAYSON SWAIN WR 6-1 205 Sr Huntsville, AL 
CALVIN TATE FB 6-2 240 Sr Memphis 

12 LWUCASTAYLOR WR 6-0 185 So _Carencro, LA 

58 JAMESTURNER DL 6-0 234 Jr Augusta, AR 

DB 5-10 198 Sr Germantown 
TODD VINSON TB 6-0 210 Sr Germantown 

4 JONATHAN WADE DB 6-0 195 Sr_ Shreveport, LA 
SAMWANTLAND 0G 6-3 275 Sr Columbia 

38 ANTONIO WARDLOW DB 6-0 185 Fr __ Winston-Salem, NC 


33 JONATHAN HEFNEY DB 5-9 185 Jr Rock Hill, SC 
97 _R. HENDERSON DE 6-6 255 Fr Oak Creek, WI 
30 DAVID HOLBERT FB 6-1 250 Jr Nashville 

41 JARED HOSTETTER DE 6-5 290 Jr Louisa, KY 
29 INQUORIS JOHNSON DB 5-9 180 Jr Atlanta, GA 
31M. JOHNSON DB 5-9 180 Fr Smyma 

71 STEVEN JONES OT 6-4 305 Jr Brentwood 
39 RYAN KARL DL 6-0 225 Jr Franklin 

23 RICARDO KEMP WR 5-11 190 Fr Warten, AR 
66 DAVID LIGON C 6-5 300 Sr _ Germantown 


69 RYAN WEST DS 6-3 250 Sr __ Brentwood 
25 JAMES WILHOIT PK 5-10 198 Sr Hendersonville 
7 DANWILLIAMS DT 6-3 310 Fr Memphis 
6 JAKOURI WILLIAMS TB 5-10 190 So Plaquemine, LA 
48 ELLIX WILSON DL 5-10 225 So Memphis 


~ 


85 CASEY WOODS H 65 220 Jr Starkville, MS i : 1 
7. MAPU DT 6-3 275 Jr Kahuku, HI = iba rk Mine tial starters on defense missed the spring — 
46 ANDRE MATHIS DL 6-2 245 Fr Erie, PA linebacker Jerod Mayo and end Xavier Mitchell. 
54 ERIC YOUNG OT 6-4 310 Jr Union, SC 


67 CAMERON MAYO C 64 290 So Dalton, GA 


Att Cmp int Pct Yds TD Long Y 
09 120 6 574 1441 53. 1 


5 16 4 


Results 


Att Gain loss Net Avg TD Long Yds/G 
93 , 270 c , 


c pet, 
37 5 6b 


Georgia 


at Alabama 


Long Vids/6 
50 348 


Memphis 


A ‘ at Kentucky - : . 


{ individual Stats 
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Photo by Joe Robbins 


ARRON SEARS 


Coordinator John Chavis said the line- 


backers will be better — despite losing 
Kevin Simon, Omar Gaither and Jason 
Mitchell — and the front four has 
enough ability to be productive. 

“We lost some outstanding talent, but 
we've recruited well,” Chavis said. 
“We've got five, six guys that could end 
up being special.” 

Senior Marvin Mitchell, who has had 
two knee surgeries and recorded 22 tack- 
les last season, emerged as a leader among 


the linebackers, with Ryan Karl, Rico 


McCoy, Ellix Wilson and Jerod Mayo on 
the outside. McCoy has star potential. 
Adam Myers-White, a converted safety, 
was a playmaker in the spring. 

Turk McBride will start at tackle 
beside Harrell. UT is hoping former 
starter J.T. Mapu, gone two years for a 
Mormon mission, will return in good 
shape. Antonio Reynolds, Robert Ayers 
and Xavier Mitchell will battle for the 
starting end spots. 

Depth is an issue, especially with the 
departure to the NFL of backup tackle 
Tony McDaniel. 

Tennessee lost cornerback Jason Allen 
to a dislocated hip in the fifth game, but 
the Vols return the same secondary that 
started the last six games. 

Inky Johnson is an All-SEC candidate 
at one corner with Jonathan Wade and 
Roshaun Fellows battling at the other 
corner. 

Jonathan Hefney, who had a team- 
high three interceptions, and Antwan 
Stewart return at safety, but athletic soph- 
omore Demetrius Morley could emerge 
as a starter. Hefney worked at corner — 


his true position — in the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tennessee returns one of the best spe- 
cial teams combinations in the SEC. 

Senior James Wilhoit made 14 of 19 
field goal attempts last season, missing 
just once inside 40 yards. Four misses 
were of 44 yards or longer. 

Britton Colquitt, taking over for All- 
American brother Dustin Colquitt, aver- 
aged 41.2 yards per punt as a freshman, 
with 19 inside the opponents 20-yard 


 Teneessee’s Winning Trend 1996-2005 


meBEST (=: 
mBARIGHTEST. 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Arian‘Foster, RB 

Foster averaged 148.4 
yards and scored five 
touchdowns after replacing 
the injured Gerald Riggs Jr. 
... Gained at least 100 yards 
in each of his five starts, 
with a 223-yard effort 
against Vanderbilt. ... He's 
elusive and runs with good 
vision. ... Usually makes 
the first man miss, ... 
Showed breakaway speed with a 66-yard run. ... 
Showed versatility with 14 receptions. ... Had 
offseason shoulder and knee surgeries, but 
should be recovered by the fall. 


EMERGING STAR 


Lucas Taylor, WR 

Taylor caught the eyes of 
UT's coaches with his play- 
making ability during the 
spring. ... He's got good 
hands and even better 
moves, ... Won starting spot © 
in the spring over veteran 
Bret Smith. ... Didn’t catch 
a pass last season but was 7 
used on reverses and as a 
return _ specialist. 
Averaged 22.5 yards on kicks, 6.2 on punts. ... 
Had a 539-yard rushing game as a high school 
senior. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


Rico McCoy, LB 

The redshirt freshman 
impressed coaches last 
August before suffering a 
season-ending ankle injury. 

. Defensive coordinator 
John Chavis said McCoy has 
a chance to be special at 
weakside — linebacker. 
Made his share of eye-pop- 
ping tackles in limited 
action in the spring. ... 
Recorded team-high eight tackles during one 
scrimmage. ... A very athletic player who com- 
bines great speed with instincts. ... Solid open- 
field tackler and a good pass rusher. 
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JUSTIN HARRELL 


Vols’ No. 92 Will 


Go Out in Style 


Tennessee retired the late, great 
Reggie White’s No. 92 on Oct. 1, 
2005, but it will be worn again this 
season — for the final time. 

Justin Harrell, a senior defensive 
tackle, first wore No. 92 in honor of 
White. When UT officials decided to 
retire White’s number, Harrell was 
told he could wear 92 until he com- 
pletes his eligibility. 

“It's an honor. To know I’m the last 
person who will wear it, that’s a good 
feeling,” said Harrell, who was 
selected second-team AII-SEC last 
year by The Associated Press. 
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“Every day, I just go out and try to 
represent it the best I can.” 

Harrell represented the number 
well last season, recording 39 tackles 
— more than his All-American team- 
mate Jesse Mahelona. He had 7.5 
tackles for loss, 2.5 sacks and two 
interceptions, one of which he 
returned for a touchdown. He also 
had nine quarterback hurries and five 
pass deflections. 

Harrell (6-4, 300) has come a long 
way since his high school days, 
when he was a tight end and bas- 
ketball player. Bouncing back and 
forth between two sports and expe- 
riencing a growth spurt led to stress 
fractures in his legs, slowing his 
development. 

But he was healthy last season, and 
it showed. 

“Im as proud of him as anyone I’ve 
coached because he’d never played 
defensive tackle until he got here,” 
said UT defensive line coach Dan 
Brooks. 

“He has all the physical tools and 
intangibles to be an NFL player for a 
long time. It’s all in front of him. 

“He's got the total package,” Brooks 
added. “He's powerful, has good quick- 
ness, he’s flexible, can change direc- 
tions and he’s got a knack for getting 
his hands up and batting the ball. And 
he works really hard.” 

Harrell, the Defensive MVP of the 
2005 Cotton Bowl victory over Texas 
A&M, worked hard enough last year to 
outplay his more heralded teammate, 
Mahelona. 

“Justin was the most productive guy 
we had last year,” Brooks said. 

Brooks expects Harrell to be even 
more productive this season. Harrell 
put in the requisite work — and then 
some — in the offseason, losing 
weight to improve his quickness and 
pumping weight to increase his 
strength. 

“In the spring, he worked to try to 
be the best defensive tackle in the 
country,” Brooks said. “He doesn’t 
assume he'll be a good player. He’s not 
satisfied.” 


line and 16 fair caught. 

The Vols ranked 65th in the nation in 
punt returns (8.4 yards) and 77th on 
kick returns (19.8 yards). Jonathan 
Hefney showed potential on punt 
returns (11.5) but wasn’t consistent. 
Neither was Lucas Taylor, who averaged 
22.5 yards on kick returns. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Vols face seven bowl teams, open- 
ing against Pac-10 opponent California, 
a Lindy’ preseason Top 10 team. 

The first four games are at home and 
four of the first five are against non-SEC 
foes: Cal, Air Force, Marshall and 
Memphis. 

The non-SEC slate is interrupted by a 
crucial game against Florida, the presea- 
son pick to win the East Division. The 
first of seven consecutive SEC games is 
Oct. 7 at Georgia, a top 10 team the past 
four years. 

The Vols catch LSU, Alabama and 
Arkansas from the West. 

UT has had trouble protecting its 
home turf, not beating a top 10 team at 
Neyland Stadium since 1999. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


gpl code 5 af at | FN I 


Sept. 2 CALIFORNIA — 
Sept. 9 _ AIR FORCE 
Sept. 16 FLORIDA 

- Sept. 23 MARSHALL 

- Sept. 30 at Memphis 

rit Se Soe at Georgia 


Oct. 28 at South Carolina 
Ghose? hic ye ee oO 
“Nov.11 at Arkansas 

Nov. 18 at Vanderbilt 
“Nov.25 KENTUCKY 


WUWUW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2006 


For Vodka Lovers, Not Bottle Collectors. 


+ Ourla 


VODKA 


Cra 


in an Old Fashioned Pot Still 


by Texas' First & Only Distillery 


AUSTIN 


TEXAS 


HMR magazine assembled a panel 
of four experts! Here’s their story... 


The panels’ goal was to taste each of 


our six contestants under various 
conditions. and score them accordingly. 
Our test was organized into samplings 
with each spirit being tasted at room 
temperature, chilled, and finally, mixed in 
a martini! While some of our judges had 
difficulty deciding with just a single 
sampling, we made them finish the test 
before we poured another round! 

Each vodka had the potential to earn 
forty points per category, fora total of 120 


YOURI 
KETEL ONE 


PEARL 
TITO’S 

GREY GOOSE 
CHOPIN 


Is tell the story! 


Tito's Handmade Vodka 
Unanimous Double Gold Medal Winner of the 
World Spirits Competition! 


DISTILLED SIX TIMES 


Tito’s Handmade Vodka is designed to be savored 
by spirit connoisseurs. It is micro-distilled in an 
old-fashioned pot still, just like fine single malt 
scotches and high-end French cognacs. This time- 
honored methed of distillation requires more skill 
and effort than modern column stills, but it’s well 
worth it. Our handcrafted technique offers more 
control over the distillation process, resulting in a 
spectacularly clean product of incomparable 
excellence. Only the heart of the run, “the nectar” 
is taken, leaving behind residual higher and lower 
alcohols. The vodka is cleansed of phenols, esters, 
congeners and organic acids by filtering it through 
the finest activated carbon available. Critics call 
Tito’s “a homegrown symphonic spirit to applaud” 
and say “it can go head to head with any of the 
worlds’ ts and not break a sweat.” 


Shake once from freezer. No sugar or gelatin added. 
It's in the bottle, so enjoy! —7{Zz- 


titosvodka.com 
| ACCORDING TO THE . . 
GENERAL WOMEN SHOULD NOT 100% VODKA FROM GRAIN 
|THE RISK OF BIRTH. DEFECTS. 
| CONSUMPTION OF ALI 
| BEVERAGES ABILITY | 
| TO DRIVE A CAR OR OPERATE 
| CAUSE HEALTH Ul Ly 


points. While some of these vodkas were 
well known and old favorites, others were 
complete strangers to our panel. So let’s 
see how they stack up! 


Our official standings are as follows: 


First Place- TITO’S 

Second Place - PEARL 

Third Place - KETEL ONE 

Fourth Place - CHOPIN 

Fifth Place - GREY GOOSE 

Sixth Place- YOURI DOLGORUKI 
HMR magazine, November / December, 2004 


| ___Totindoutmoreabout Tito’s Handmade Vodka fkea virtual ourat wwW.titosvodka.com 


AT A GLANCE 


Bobby Johnson — At Vanderbilt: 11-35, | 
_ 4 years; overall: 71-71, 12 years 
RETURNING STARTERS 


15; 7 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Earl Bennett, OT Brian Stamper, 
RB Cassen Jackson-Garrison, SS Repo 
Langford, OT Chris Williams — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


A talented stable of wide receivers figures 
to be the strength of the team. Coaches 
also believe the offensive line, led by 


could be among the best the school has 
fielded in recent years. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


program. The Commodores finished 11th 
in the SEC in total defense a year ago and 
simply need more difference-makers. 
Losing All-SEC linebacker Moses 
Osemwegie doesn't help. 


QB Jay Cutler, LB Moses Osemwegie, 
DE Herdley Harrison, CB Andrew Pace, 
TE Dustin Dunning 


Even with Cutler, perhaps a once-in-a-life- 
time quarterback for Vandy, the 
Commodores couldn't produce a winning 
season last year despite starting 4-0. With 
a new quarterback in place and a suspect 
defense, don’t look for the Commodores to 
accomplish more than they did with 
Cutler around. 
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5-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (T-4th, East) CT ey 


tackles Brian Stamper and Chris Williams, 


Defensive issues continue to plague this — 


VANDERBILT 


a For more coverage of the Commodores, visit www. vanderbilt. rivals.com 


Without Cutler Commodores’ Climb Continues 


It would be easy to describe 
Vanderbilt's 2005 football season as a 
dichotomy. 

In reality, it was a lot more confusing 
than that. 

The Commodores started 4-0 and 
seemed destined for a bowl-game appear- 
ance. Then came six straight losses. When 
all seemed lost, Vandy rolled into 
Neyland Stadium and finished the year 
with a heart-stopping win at Tennessee. 

Which brings us to 2006. Vanderbilt’s 
five victories last year were the most since 
1999. And yet, it was the program's 23rd 
consecutive losing season. 

Was progress made? Or was it the same 
old Vandy? 

Should wins over Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Ole Miss and Wake Forest be interpreted 
as a positive sign? Or should losses to 
Middle Tennessee State and Kentucky be 
viewed as evidence that it’s business as 
usual in Nashville? 

“I think we opened a lot of people's 
eyes,” said running back Cassen Jackson- 
Garrison. 

“It’s not the same old Vanderbilt. We're 
not here to be treated like it, either. We're 
going to go out there and compete every 
Saturday, every day of practice and in the 
weight room. I want people to say, 
“Watch out for Vanderbilt.’ We're not the 
weak link.” 

Unquestionably, Vanderbilt’s talent 
level is improving. Fifth-year coach 
Bobby Johnson concedes that some posi- 
tions remain razor-thin, but more SEC- 
caliber players are arriving than in per- 
haps 10 years or more. 


Case in point: As a true freshman last 
season, wide receiver Earl Bennett set an 
SEC rookie record with 79 catches and 
was virtually unstoppable by season's end. 
Such impact players have been few and 
far between at Vanderbilt. 

Now, the Commodores will experience 
life without quarterback Jay Cutler, who 
started for four years and finished his 
career as the SEC’s most feared passer. 
But not even Cutler could lift Vandy into 
bowl contention, so can the 
Commodores continue to make progress 
without a once-in-a-generation quarter- 
back? 

The Vanderbilt administration showed 
patience and resolve when Johnson won 
two games in each of his first three sea- 
sons. That seemed to be rewarded early 
last season, when the Commodores 
sprinted to a strong start and began play- 
ing before large and enthusiastic crowds 
at Vanderbilt Stadium. 

By the end of the season, despite the 
win at Tennessee, it was clear that the 
Commodores’ climb remains steep. 

“We've still got a long way to go,” 
Johnson said. 

Just how far is a matter of opinion. 


OFFENSE 


With Jay Cutler, who departed as the 


school’s career leading passer, the 
Commodores led the league in passing 
last season, were second in total offense 
and scored 27.2 points per game. 

Either sophomore Chris Nickson or 
redshirt freshman Mackenzi Adams will 


replace Cutler, but coaches say the offense 
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Photo by Albert Dickson/Sporting News 


will still spread opposing defenses and 
attack through the air. 

The speedy Nickson, a former 
Alabama Mr. Football award winner who 
chose Vanderbilt mainly for the opportu- 
nity to play quarterback, exited spring 
drills as the starter, but Adams will keep 
the competition alive when August drills 
begin. 

Coaches make no effort to hide their 
enthusiasm about a deep and gifted group 
of receivers, led by Bennett. 

“We're in the upper tier of the SEC, no 
question about that,” receivers coach 
Charlie Fisher said. 

While Bennett figures to again be the 
primary target, senior Marlon White and 
sophomore George Smith made plenty of 
big catches last season and offer experi- 
Redshirt Alex 


ence. freshman 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 115.1 ypg rushing (10th in SEC/94th in NCAA), 280.5 ypg passing (1st/18th), 395.6 yng total offense (2nd/46th), 27.2 ppg (StvS3rd) 


POS. STARTER 
QB Chris Nickson 
RB Cassen Jackson-Garrison* Jr. 


YR. COMMENT 


So. Terrific athlete who is working on passing skills. 
Led team in rushing and TDs in 2005. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Mackenzi Adams, Fr. 
Jared Hawkins, Fr. 


FB Steven Bright* Sr. More of an H-back; good receiver. Jonathan Massey, Fr. 
WR __ Earl Bennett* So. Produced one of best seasons in SEC history. Bryant Anderson, So. 
WR Marlon White* Sr. Tall, rangy player had big moments in 2005. Sean Walker, So. 

TE Brad Allen So. Unproven, did not catch a pass last year. Thomas Welch, Fr. 
LT Chris Williams* Jr. Growing into his body and becoming a force. Eric Hensley, Fr. 

LG Josh Eames* Jt. Adependable and improving returning starter. Drew Gardner, Fr. 


C __ Hamilton Holliday Jt. 
RG Merritt Kirchoffer Jr. 
RT Brian Stamper* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Must replace two-year starter Trey Holloway. 
Played in every game last season as a reserve. 
Team’s top lineman and future NFL pick. 


Bradley Vierling, Fr. 
Ryan Custer, Fr. 
Elliot Hood, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 169.9 ypg rushing (10th in SEC/82nd NCAA), 223.8 passing (11th/69th), 383.7 total defense (11th/72nd), 29.2 ppg (11th/82nd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Chris Booker* Sr. Shared team lead with three sacks last season. Curtis Gatewood, Jr. 
DT Ray Brown Sr. __Battled nagging foot injury throughout 2005. Gabe Hall, Jr. 

DT ‘Theo Horrocks” Jr. Top returning tackler (21) among tackles. Brandon Holmes, So. 
DE David Carter Jr. New to lineup and unproven commodity. Steven Stone, Fr. 
LB Kevin Joyce* Sr. __ Returned to natural weakside spot in spring. Quavian Lewis, Fr. 
LB Jonathan Goff* Jr. Could be on verge of a breakout season. Chris Johnson, Fr. 
LB Marcus Buggs Jr. Former safety and new starter can lay a lick. Brandon Bryant, Fr. 
CB Josh Allen* So. Undersized, but started seven of final eight games. Sean Dixon, Sr. 

CB Jared Fagan So. His interception sealed win at Tennessee, Joel Caldwell, Fr. 

SS Reshard Langford* So. Emerging star is team’s best defensive back. Funtaine Hunter, Sr. 
FS Ryan Hamilton Fr. Coaches like his smarts and aggressiveness. Ben Koger, Sr. 
*Returning starter 


Washington should also be in the mix 
and might be the best of a young group of 
receivers. 

Junior Cassen Jackson-Garrison and 
junior Jeff Jennings split time at tailback 
last season, but Jennings’ status for this 
fall is uncertain after suffering extensive 
knee damage Nov. 12 against Kentucky. 
Jackson-Garrison led the Commodores in 
rushing yards (539) and touchdowns 
(eight) in 2005. 

H-back Steven Bright, a former quar- 
terback, figures to be a vital cog and can 
line up at fullback or tight end. Injuries 
kept him out of three games last year, but 
Bright offers versatility and good pass- 
catching skills. 

Tackles Brian Stamper and Chris 
Williams could become the best tandem 
in the SEC. Stamper, a second-team All- 


SEC pick, did not allow a sack last sea- 


son. 


DEFENSE 


For the second straight season in 2005, 
only a dreadful performance from 
Kentucky kept Vanderbilt from occupy- 
ing the cellar in the SEC in total defense. 
Coaches are scrambling to recruit speed 
and playmakers, but progress has been 
slow. 

Vandy’s lone defensive star from 2005, 
All-SEC linebacker Moses Osemwegie, 
graduated and leaves a large void. Former 
strongside starter Kevin Joyce moved to 
the weak side in the spring to replace 
Osemwegie. Potential standout Jonathan 
Goff returns in the middle, while former 
reserve Marcus Buggs takes over on the 
strong side. 
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COMMODGRES RECRUITING 2006 


Committments 


D.J. Moore, ATH 


& 
\j 
Moore was one of the top performers at the Shrine Bowl of the & Average Stars 2.31 
Carolinas in December, proving during practice sessions and the 
| game that he had the foot speed and elusiveness to perform well in 3 © © i) © © 0 
the SEC with the ball in his hands, At Vandy, look for him to factor in 
the return game while learning the cornerback position. y o o o i) i) 0 
ct OOGOo 8 
ens | ‘cial 00000 ~* 
| Massey played some wide receiver for his high school team and is Justin Green, TE 
very agile and quick for a prospect his size. He has good, soft hands The Troy (Ala.) High product stands 
: 5 Total Stars 60 
and is a good enough blocker to play tight end, but also could be used -7, is very athletic and has good 
in a fullback/h-back role in Ted Cain's offense. hands. He didn’t play football before  fculuue ithe ti 


his senior season, but performed well 

enough to grab the attention of sever- ronal i eee rape 
Alan Strong, CB al other programs toward Signing Day. Vanderbilt, like all D1-A programs, struggles to 
Strong hails from Atlanta's Douglass High, one of the top talent- Green has NFL potential if he can Get’ quality depth along:)tha” detertsne “We. 
producing high school programs in the nation. Despite standing only ‘@fine his game and develop into a eeepc nk Marable ee 


5-8, Strong has excellent ball skills and is perhaps more polished at Serious downfield pass-catching ral ital ala bd oem fe 
seo cornerback than any other prospect Vanderbilt is bringing in this year. threat. Offensive line also is a position of need; expect 


the 'Dores to want to sign a center and two 
guards. Vanderbilt also wants and inside and an 
outside linebacker and would sign a quarter- 
back if a good one came along. 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars Pos. Stars 
BAILEY, Joey OL 64,240 oo Trussville, Al Hewitt-Trussville | | MASSEY, Jonathan TE 6-2,241 ooo — Gautier, MS Gautier 


Allowed one sack from his left tackle position as a senior. Rivals.com’s No. 20 tight end. ... No. 15 recruit in Mississippi. ... Four-year starter at 
wide receiver. ... Caught 46 passes for 705 yards and seven touchdowns as a junior. ... 


BENOIST, Patrick 1B 60,208 990 Southlake, TX Carroll Brother Mario Edwards played cornerback in the NFL. 
Had 172 tackles, 29 for a loss, and three sacks as a senior. ... Two-year starter and sen- 


ior co-captain for two state championship teams. MILLER, Gaston RB 56,153 Oo Murfreesboro, TN Riverdale 


Rushed for 1,942 yards and 36 touchdowns as a senior. ... Class 5A Mr. Football Back 
BILLINGER, Greg DE 62,250 oo Lilburn, GA Parkview of the Year. ... Scored 83 career touchdowns. 


Missed half of 2005 season due to a car accident. ... Had 60 tackles as a junior. fn F Ne 

ONAHAN, Austin TE 6-6,226 oo harlotte, ountry Day 
BRANNON, Teriall DE 6-4, oo Spartanburg, SC Broome Caught eight passes including a touchdown. ... On defense, had 88 tackles, forced four 
Rivals.com's No. 21 recruit in South Carolina. ... Had 15 sacks as a senior. ... Two-time fumbles and had an interception as a senior. 


all-state tight end. 

MOORE, D.J. ATH 5-10,175 08 O Spartanburg, SC Broome 
BRENK, Drew OL 6-4,285 oo Needville, TX Rivals.com’s No. 15 recruit in South Carolina. ... Started at wide receiver and defensive 
Three-year starter. ... Started at offensive and defensive tackle as a senior. back. ... Caught 48 passes for 896 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. ... Had six 


interceptions and 39 tackles on defense. 
BUSH, Chris OL 65,280 ©O0  — Puyallup, WA Rogers 
Rivals.com’s No. 16 recruit in Washington. ... Two-year starter at offensive tackle. NEWTON, Austin DE 6-4,200 oo McDonough, GA Union Grove 


: Also played wide receiver. ... Had 10 sacks and 60 tackles as a senior. 
CAMPBELL, Nathan 1B 6-3,215 oo Hazen, AR 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 recruit in Arkansas. ... Three-year starter at linebacker and quarter-| | QUINN, Matt WR 6-5,200 09 Duncan, SC James F. Bymes 
back. ... Had 148 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. ... Two-time all-state. Caught 77 passes for 1,038 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. ... Won three con- 


secutive state titles with Byrnes. 
FUNK, Jared QB 6-2,177 coo Arlington Heights, IL St. Viator 


TF SIEWLOMERS GF HPC T 


Rivals.com’s No. 13 dual-threat quarterback. ... No. 19 recruit in Illinois. ... Passed for 1,952) | REEVES, Kennard RB 6-0,181 O90 Duluth, GA Duluth 
yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior. ... Rushed for 768 yards and 10 touchdowns. Started at running back, safety and cornerback. ... Rushed for 870 yards and 12 touch- 


downs as a senior. ... Rushed for 670 yards as a junior. 


GOULET, Steven WR 6-3,185 © Irmo, SC Dutch Fork 

Had 12 catches for 218 yards and three touchdowns before suffering a season-ending] |SMOTHERMAN,Adam OL 6-4,262 ooo Smyma, TN Smyma 

injury. ... Had 41 catches as a junior. Rivals.com’s No. 54 offensive guard. ... No. 15 recruit in Tennessee. ... Played offen- 
sive tackle, tight end and defensive end. ... Tennessee Class 5A Mr. Football Lineman of 


GREEN, Justin TE 6-7,210 oo Troy, AL Charles Henderson the Year. 
Played one season of high school football. ... Played wide receiver. ... Caught 25 pass- 
es for 375 yards and five touchdowns. STRONG, Alan DB 5-8,154 ooo Atlanta Douglass 


Rivals.com’s No. 53 cornerback. ... No. 50 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 45 tackles and an 
HALL, Marquez DB §-9,153 oo Tuskegee, AL B. T. Washington interception as a senior. 


Four-year starter. ... Had three interceptions and 70 tackles as a senior. ... Rushed for 


989 yards and 18 touchdowns in 2005. TRICE, Brent DB 6-4,212 oo Fork Union, VA => Military 


Played safety and tight end. ... Had three interceptions and 10 sacks as a senior. 
LAUER, Reilly DE 6-7,240 oo Cleveland, OH St. Ignatius 
Started at offensive tackle and defensive end as a senior. ... Had five sacks and 71 tackles in} | UPSON, Brett K  5-10,170 o@ Griffin, GA Spalding 
. Rivals.com's No. 15 kicker. ... Averaged 44.2 yards per punt. ... Career long punt of 72 


yards. ... Kicked a 54-yard field goal. 
WR 6-2,199 ©© Pompano Beach, FL Pompano Beach 


Played wide receiver, defensive back, kicker and punter. ... Caught 40 passes for 750} | WIMBERLEY, Tumer QB 62,195 900 Princeton, NJ The Hun School 
yards and 10 interceptions. Rivals.com’s No. 38 overall prep school recruit. ... Had 2,100 career yards of total 


offense at Austin (Texas) Westlake. 
LOGAN, Kikko IB 6-3,202 oo Elba, AL Elba 
Three-year starter at running back and outside linebacker. ... Had 77 tackles, three sacks 
and three interceptions. 
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Individual Stats . 


No, Nave 


MACKENZI ADAMS 
BRAD ALLEN 

JOSH ALLEN 
BRYANT ANDERSON 
BO BAGGERLEY 
JOEY BAILEY 
EARL BENNETT 
PATRICK BENOIST 
GREG BILLINGER 
CHRIS BOOKER 6-4 
JAKE BRADFORD 6-6 
TERIALL BRANNON  TE/DE 6-4 
DREW BRENK 6-5 
STEVEN BRIGHT 6-3 
RAY BROWN 6-3 
BRANDON BRYANT 6-0 
MATT BUBIS 6-0 
MARCUS BUGGS 5-11 
CHRIS BUSH 6-5 
JOEL CALDWELL 6-1 
NATE CAMPBELL 6-3 
THOMAS CARROLL 5-9 
DAVID CARTER 6-4 
RYAN CUSTER 6-4 
SEAN DIXON 6-0 
DERRIUS DOWELL 6-3 
JOSH EAMES 6-5 
JARED FAGAN 5-9 
JARED FUNK 

DREW GARDNER 

CURTIS GATEWOOD 

JONATHAN GOFF 

STEVEN GOULET 

JUSTIN GREEN 

BRYANT HAHNFELDT P/PK 
GABE HALL 

RYAN HAMILTON 

MICAEL HASKINS 

BEN HAVRILESKO 

JARED HAWKINS 

ERIC HENSLEY 

HAMILTON HOLLIDAY 

BRANDON HOLMES 

ELLIOT HOOD 

THEO HORROCKS 

FUNTAINE HUNTER 

C. JACKSON-GARRISON 

JEFF JENNINGS 

CHRIS JOHNSON 


6-2 
6-4 
5-9 
6-3 
6-1 
6-4 
6-1 
6-0 
6-2 


» Crass Hometown 


Tulsa, OK 
Venice, FL 
Roswell, GA 
Roswell, GA 
Forsyth, GA 
Trussville, AL 
Birmingham, AL 
Southlake, TX 
Lilbum, GA 
Brandon, MS 

St. Simons Isl., GA 
Spartanburg, SC 
Needville, TX 
Greer, SC 
Jackson, NJ 
Cincinnati, OH 
Nashville 
Madison 
Puyallup, WA 
Hoover, AL 
Hazen, AR 
Columbus, GA 
Waynesboro, PA 
Troy, OH 
Tampa, FL 
Atlanta, GA 

No. Cape May, NJ 
Waldorf, MD 
Long Grove, IL 
Hoxie, AR 
Memphis 
Stoneham, MA 
Inno, SC 

Troy, AL 
Nashville 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Wycombe, PA 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
Winchester, KY 
Spring, TX 
Clinton 
Marietta, GA 
Garland, TX 
Indianapolis, IN 
Fayetteville 
Valdosta, GA 
Knoxville 
Dandridge 


Bennett 
Davis 
Dunning 


Interceptions: La q 
Sacks: Boo! 0 
Tackles for lass: Osemwec 


COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 


38 
40 
19 
64 
25 
33 


60 
7 
26 


5. Hr Wr 


PATRICK JOHNSON = PK 5-10 180 
KEVIN JOYCE LB 225 
KYLE KEOWN P 190 
MERRITT KIRCHOFFER OG 315 
BEN KOGER Sy 195 
RESHARD LANGFORD S 

REILLY LAUER OL/DE 6-7 
JEREMY LAWSON 1B 6-1 
DAVID LEINWEBER DE 6-5 
MYRON LEWIS WR/DB 6-3 
QUAVIAN LEWIS LB 6-4 
KIKKO LOGAN IB 6-2 
DARNELL MARTEMUS FB 5-11 
JONATHAN MASSEY TE/FB 6-2 
KYLE MCMILLAN 6-0 
GASTON MILLER 5-7 
NICK MILLER 6-3 

D.J. MOORE 5-10 
DOM MORIAS 
AUSTIN NEWTON 
CHRIS NICKSON 

MAC PYLE 

KENNARD REEVES 
ADRIAN REIF 

CHRIS REINERT 

BILL ROBERTSON 
LARRY SIMMONS 
GEORGE SMITH 
ADAM SMOTHERMAN 
LEON SOLIMANI 
DARLRON SPEAD 
BRIAN STAMPER 
BRODERICK STEWART 
STEVEN STONE 

ALAN STRONG 5-10 
SEAN TOOMEY WR 5-0 165 
BRENT TRICE S 6-2 195 
BRETT UPSON P/PK 5-11 180 
RYAN VANCE OL 6-3 285 
BRADLEY VIERLING OL 6-4 290 
SEAN WALKER 
ALEX WASHINGTON WR 5-10 185 
THOMAS WELCH TE 255 
JUSTIN WHEELER WR 190 
MARLON WHITE WR 205 
DAVID WHITTINGTON DE 260 
CHRIS WILLIAMS or 320 


195, 
265 
190 
185 
305 
220 
255 
170 


6-5 
6-5 
6-5 


Crass Hometown 


Sr 
Sr 
Jr 
Jr 
Sr 


Fr 


Fr 


Fr 


13. TURNER WIMBERLY (B/S 6-1 195 Fr 


Avg TO Long 
11.4 9 141 
40 


<An 4 
mi 


Athens, AL 
Howey-in-the-Hills, FL 
Jesup, GA 
Roswell, GA 
Brentwood 
Tanner, AL 

Gates Mill, OH 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 
Bloomington Hills, MI 
Pompano Beach, FL 
Troy, AL 

Elba, AL 
Cleveland, 0H 
Gautier, MS 
Memphis 
Murfreesboro 
Matthews, NC 
Spartanburg, SC 
Dayton, TX 
McDonough, GA 
Brundidge, AL 
Adairsville, GA 
Duluth, GA 
Charlestown, IN 
Santa Ana, CA 
Winter Park, FL 
Austin, TX 
Hollywood, FL 
Smyma 

Dallas, TX 
Kingsland, GA 
Windermere, FL 
Newnan, GA 
Conway, AR 
Atlanta, GA 
Cosby 

Orange, VA 
Griffin, GA 
Bellaire, TX 
Warminster, PA 


WR 6-1 180 So Louisville, GA 


Stone Mtn., GA 
Brentwood 

No. Augusta, GA 
Macon, GA 
Lafayette, LA 
Glynn, LA 
Austin, TX 


< Results 


/ NOTEBOOK 


‘ete Bobby Johnson had never had a spe- 
cial-teams coordinator in four seasons at 
Vanderbilt, but that changed in the spring when 
linebackers coach Warren Belin added the job to 
his list of duties. 

While Vanderbilt's special-teams play 
improved in some areas in 2005, there is plenty 
of room to get better. The Commodores were 
11th in the SEC in punt return average, ninth in 
kickoff coverage ... and they lost a game due to 
having a field goal blocked. 

Belin’s job is to ensure more organization and 
to properly evaluate personnel. Just like an 
offensive or defensive coordinator. 

“It’s the exact same thing,” he said. 

“T still talk with Coach Johnson every day and 
discuss everything we're going to do. He asks for 
my advice on some things, and I feed off of him. 
We try to get the best plan for that week.” 

Johnson said he’s trying to get “a little bit 
more efficient” with his special teams by putting 
Belin in charge. 

“When you have an advocate, he’s always sort 
of standing up for each team,” Johnson said. 
“He'll also be involved in the schemes, but basi- 
cally it’s just to make sure we're organized and 
practicing in the most efficient way possible.” 

* The Commodores went through spring prac- 
tice without a true fullback on the roster. The 
projected starter at that spot, senior Steven 
Bright, fits more into the H-back mold and will 
likely often be utilized in the passing game. 

The lack of a traditional battering-ram full- 
back indicates that Vanderbilt will again use 
many of the same offensive schemes it employed 
last season while leading the SEC in passing 
offense and ranking second in total offense en 
route to scoring 27.2 points per game. 

“Last year, we were in the shotgun a lot more, 
we threw the ball a lot more, we spread the field 
more,” quarterbacks coach Jimmy Kiser said. 

“We're going to continue to do that. We've got 
to keep things spread out and give our guys 
more of an opportunity against some of these 
great defenses we see.” 


(5-6, 3-5), 
L : WwW at Wake Forest 31-6 4 
; Ww at Arkansas 28-24) 
W Dle Miss 31-23. ae 
w Richmond 37-13 
“L ~ MTSU 15-17 


Georgia 11-34 


: 


L at South Carolina 28-35 

l at Florida 207 42-49 
L Kentucky 43-48 

w 


at Tennessee 28-24 
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SONATHAN GOFF 


“Marcus is extremely aggressive in a 
fashion that the guys rally around that 
aggressiveness,” defensive coordinator 
Bruce Fowler said. 

“Jon played almost every snap last year 
and is an excellent player. Kevin is an 
active player and does a great job of being 
able to play sideline to sideline. The weak 
side suits him, suits his style of play and 
suits his personality a little bit.” 

Up front, the Commodores must 
replace end Herdley Harrison and tackle 
Ralph McKenzie. David Carter will get 


the first opportunity at end, while Ray 
Brown, who missed five games due to a 
nagging foot injury a year ago, will start 
at tackle. End Chris Booker and tackle 
Theo Horrocks are returning starters. 

Rising star Reshard Langford pro- 
duced a stellar season in 2006 as a red- 
shirt freshman strong safety and heads 
the secondary. He is expected to be joined 
by redshirt freshman Ryan Hamilton at 
free safety. 

The cornerback spots are a source of 
concern. The steady Andrew Pace is gone, 
leaving the two starting spots up for grabs 
among sophomores Jared Fagan and Josh 
Allen, senior Sean Dixon and redshirt 
freshman Joel Caldwell. 

Fagan, Allen and Dixon each saw time 
in the starting lineup last season, but 
coaches are seeking more consistency and 


production, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


As a true freshman last season, local 
Hahnfeldt 
grabbed the team’s punting, place-kicking 


product Bryant quickly 
and kickoff duties and _ performed 
remarkably well for having such a heavy 
burden. 

His performance helped solidify spe- 
cial-teams play that was atrocious two 
seasons ago. However, Hahnfeldt missed 
spring drills after suffering knee ligament 
damage in the season finale last year. He 
is expected to return to full strength by 
August, but coaches are still keeping their 
fingers crossed. 

If Hahnfeldt can’t play, Patrick 
Johnson will handle the kicking chores 


and Kyle Keown will punt. Incoming 


Vanderbilt's Winning Trend 1996-2005 


' son, a single-season SEC 


/ tied for the most in school 


~- BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


WR Earl Bennett 
Caught 79 passes last sea- 


record for a freshman and 


history. ... Earned second- 
team all-league honors 
despite not starting until 
the season’s fourth game. | 
... Became just the second 
player in SEC history to 
catch five touchdown pass- 
es in a game. ... Posted 16 receptions for 205 
yards at South Carolina, and 14 catches for 167 
yards, including the game-winning touchdown, 
at Tennessee. ... In Vanderbilt's final four games, 
Bennett tallied 49 catches for 545 yards. 


EMERGING STAR 


OT Brian Stamper ma 
Came into his own last » 
year, starting every game at | 
right tackle and selected sec- 
ond-team All-SEC by league | 


coaches, Consistently 
graded out as the team’s best | 
blocker and did not allow a 
sack. ... Named SEC Lineman 
of the Week after Vanderbilt’s 
Sept. 10 win at Arkansas. .... ? 
Has 31 consecutive starts... ; 
Was thrown into action as a true freshman in 2003, 
receiving All-Freshman recognition by leaque 
coaches. ... Along with left tackle Chris Williams, 
Stamper forms a tandem that Commodore coaches 
believe could be the SEC's best. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


FS Ryan Hamilton 

Climbed to second-string 
status at the end of last sea- 
son at free safety, but did not 
play. ... Enters 2006 as a pro- 
jected starter as a redshirt 
freshman, Will replace 
Kelechi Ohanaja, a three-year 
starter. ... Hamilton earned 
class AAAA all-state honors 
in Pennsylvania in 2004 and 
played in the annual 
Pennsylvania-Ohio Big 33 All-Star Classic. ... Big, 
aggressive player who likes to hit and is effective in 
mun support. ... Solidified his spot as a new starter 
with a solid performance during spring practice. 
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EARL BENNETT 


Best Still to Come; 
Look Out SEC! 


Earl Bennett has two favorite 
answers to questions he receives. 
“Yes, sir” and “No, sir.” 

In 2005, however, the unassuming 
Vanderbilt wide receiver posed ques- 
tions of his own that opposing 
defenses are still trying to answer. 

Even as a true freshman, he even- 
tually became the favorite target of 
quarterback Jay Cutler, catching 79 
passes, the most by a freshman in 
Southeastern Conference history. 

He caught five touchdown passes 


against Kentucky to tie an SEC single- 
game record. He lit up South Carolina 
with 16 receptions for 205 yards. He 
snared the game-winning touchdown 
pass at Tennessee, to cap a 14-catch, 
167-yard day, when everyone in Neyland 
Stadium knew what was coming. 

In the final four games of the sea- 
son, Bennett hauled in 49 passes for 
545 yards. 

“Earl Bennett is a football player,” 
said Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson. 

Earl Bennett is also a football player 
who almost landed elsewhere. He orig- 
inally committed to Kentucky while 
starring at West End High School in 
Birmingham, Ala. Notre Dame also 
made a late push. 

At the 11th hour, Bennett chose 
Vanderbilt. By November, Nashville was 
abuzz as he re-wrote the record books. 

“He would have fit into any program 
on the Division I level," West End 
coach Jimmy Tyus said. "He’s a kid 
with a lot of discipline and a lot of tal- 
ent and God-given ability." 

Tyus believes Bennett was over- 
looked as a prep standout in 2004. 

“He should have been Mr. Football in 
the state of Alabama,” Tyus said. 

The best might be yet to come for 
Bennett. Vanderbilt coaches dismiss 
the notion that he was a one-year won- 
der who will fall back to earth without 
the strong-armed Cutler around. 

“I think he's the real deal,” Johnson 
said. “He’s strong; he’s a hard worker 
and he’s gotten better already. He 
knows what his weaknesses are and he’s 
trying to eliminate them. I think Earl is 
just going to get better and better.” 

Wide receivers coach Charlie Fisher 
said Bennett's catch at Tennessee, 
which came with 1:11 remaining and 
helped the Commodores beat the Vols 
for the first time since 1982, proved 
Bennett's value. 

“When Jay called the play and broke 
the huddle, he knew who he was look- 
ing for,” Fisher said. “He was going to 
find No. 10. Earl knew that, and I 
believe Tennessee knew that, and they 
didn’t stop us. That tells you a lot.” 


freshman Brett Upson, an all-state player 
in Georgia last year, will also get a look in 
August as a kicker and punter. 

Earl Bennett will again return kickoffs. 


He ranked eighth in the SEC a year ago. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Coach Bobby Johnson isn’t a glutton 
for punishment, but even some of the 
most ardent Vanderbilt football fans were 
scratching their heads in January when 
the school announced it was adding 
Michigan to the 2006 schedule. 

The Commodores delayed their series 
with Middle Tennessee State one year to 
open the season at The Big House for a 
game scheduled to be televised by ESPN. 
The new 12-game NCAA season already 
figured to be trying enough for depth- 
challenged programs such as Vanderbilt. 
Beginning it at Michigan makes it down- 
right hairy. 

Oh, and Vanderbilt visits Alabama in 
the season's second game. A new quarter- 
back will be in charge of the Vandy 
offense this fall, and he won't have time 
to gently dip his toes into the pool. 

— Brett Hait 


SCr@aliite ce 


Sept. 2 at Michigan | 
‘Sept. 9 at Alabama 
Sept. 16 ARKANSAS — 


FALE IONE > OR ee SI RS ee ye 
Sept. 23 TENNESSEE STATE 


(Teno A Dn nn el nn Ree eT 
Sept. 30 TEMPLE 


KG Ta ca Ee Pac TT Ry DEO 


Oct. 7 at Ole Miss | 
f 7, » “6. sy 
~ Oct. 14 at Georgia 


(GALE aT Dm CTA YRITERT CL AAT AER 
Oct. 21 SOUTH CAROLINA 


Oct. 28 at Duke 

“No.4  ——«*FLORIDA 
Nov. 11 at Kentucky ~ 

“Nov.18 —sCTENNESSEE 


196 Linoy's SPORTS ANNUALS 


WWUW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2006 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G AT CMP INT PCT —*YDS_~—sTD__ RATING INTERCEPTIONS G NO YDS TD LONG _INT/IPG 
1. DJ. Shockley, Georgia 12 310 173 5 558 2588 24 1483 1. Jeramie Johnson, Mississippi State" 11 = 4 ST C88 
2. Chris Leak, Florida’ 1 374; 235 6 628 2639 20 136.5 Vickiel Vaughn, Arkansas VW 4 13 0 13. 036 
3. JaMarcus Russell, LSU" 12 310187 9 60.3 2435 15 136.5 3. Tim Jennings, Georgia 12 4 79 yw 235; Oe 
4. Brodie Croyle, Alabama 12 339 «202A 5962499 14S (132.8 Jonahen Joseph, Souh Coming 12 4 7HOC«‘C(‘i‘ia SCD 
5. Brandon Cox, Aubu* W We 8 578 2324 151326 5, Vernell Brown, Florida 1) 83), TY | 10:80 
6, Bloke Mitchell, South Carolina” 11 315 186 12 590 2370 17 1324 enh dio om ae ae i cae 
7. Jay Culler, Vanderbilt U0 1482's 9973 09 S91 A079" d 9) 126.1 feshord | fod, aioe 7 007 
8. Rick Clausen, Tennessee 9 209 120 6 S74 144 6 119) shard Langford, Vonderbil” 11 3 55 0 27 0. 
9. Andre’ Woodson, Kentucky" 1] 253 146 6 S77 1644 6 N54 Kevin Dockery, Mississippi Stote 11 3 5400-0 420,27 
10. Micheal Spurlock, Ole Miss 11 267 «142 «9 «532 «(1708-71087 Michael Coe, Arkansos* US PS PZB FO 118) © 10:27 
Michael Grant, Arkansas* W 3 0 0 0 0.27 
RUSHING G AT YDS AVG 1D LONG _YDS/G 
SCORING G 1 XP FG 2XP_—PTS:_—s=PTS/G. 
1. Kenny Irons, Auburn* 12 256 1293 51 13 74 1078 
2. Kenneth Darby, Alabama* 12" 239 32d2+ S88 48 103.5 1, Brandon Coutu, Georgia’ 130 0 4 223 O 114 88 
3. dios Norwond Mississippi Sole 11 191 «(1136 5.9 7% 1033 2. John Vaughn, Auburn 1 ty RO: 10 867.2 
4. Dorren McFadden, Arkonsas*> «11176 s«s«d.,s«sBsd 70 101.2 3. Sidney Rice, South Carolina* = 1113 Oo 0) 0 78 7) 
5. Rofoel Little, Kentucky’ 1) 197 1045 «5.3 9 65 95.0 4, Jamie Christensen, Alabama’ 11 0 25 «(16 0 73 66 
6. Arian Foster, Tennessee* 1 183 )~=— 879 48 5 66 79.9 5. Kenny Irons, Auburn* a) Oo; OF 10 78 6.5 
7. Joseph Addai, LSU 12. 1s So? Tas 9 30 70.1 6. Chris Hetland, Florida® 12 0 3 13 0 77 64 
8. Mico McSwain, Ole Miss* 9 124 612 49 3 60 68.0 7. Chris Balseiro, Arkansas 0 a) 70 64 
9. Thomas Brown, Georgia’ 12> “la? 736 “50 4 52 81,3 8. Bryan Hahnfeldt, Vanderbilt? = 11 OY ARR he Bh 68 6.2 
10. Felix Jones, Arkansas” 9 «46% «6630CU BSD Darren McFadden, Arkonsas* 1111 OD 421) tka yk 
10. James Wilhoit, Tennessee* n 0 21 14 0 63 57 
TOTAL OFFENSE GRUSH PASS PLAYS YDS YDS/G — PUNTING G NO YDS LONG AVG RECEIVING G REC YDS TD LONG AVG YDS/G 
1. Jay Cutler, Vanderbilt 11-215 3073 568 3288 298.9 1 Kody lis, Aubuen 12 44 1975 63 449 1. Sidney Rice, South Carolina’ 11 701143 13 64 163 1039 
2. D.J. Shockley, Georgia 12 322 2588 388 2910 242.5  2.Gordon Ely-Kelso, Georgia’ 13 57 2443 60 42.9 2. Earl Bennett, Vanderbit® 11 79 876 9 4) IL 796 
5 Chis lek look, Friar 81 2639 479 2720 2267 3. Blake McAdoms, Mississippi Stole’ 11 69 2891 68 41.9 3. Chad Jackson, Florida 12 88 900 9 80 10.2 75.0 
4, Blake Mitchell, 5h Cron! 130 2370 360 204) 2036 A. Jocob Skinner Arkansos” 11 50 2091 58 418 — 4.ErikDavis, Vanderbilt 9 46 619 3 40 135 688 
5, JaMarcus Russell, SU" 12--23-2435«371 2412 201.0 —_—_—5. Eric Wilbur, Florida’ 12 59 2459 63 41.7 — 5.D.J. Hall, Alaboma* 11 48 676 5 56 141 61.5 
6. Brandon Cox, Aubun’ ‘11-125. 2324-350 2199 1999 6. Chris Jackson, LSU" 13 59 2447 60 41.5 6. Dwayne Bowe, LSU 12 41 710 9 44 173 59.2 
7. Brodie Croyle, Alabama 12 -156 2499 403 2343 1952 7. Briton Coat, Tennessee" 1) 59 2431 64 «41.27. K. Brown, Al 1] 34 642 4 76 189 584 
8. Rick Clousen, Tennessee 9 -30 144) 234 1411 1568 8. BryanHahnfeldt, Vanderbil® 11 36 1481 55 41.1 8 Dollos Boker, Foridat —«12-:«52 6975S 42 ‘13.4 581 
9. Micheal Sparc, Ole Mis 1] 20 1703 318 1683 1530 9. Josh Brown, South Caroling 12 58 2322 64 400 — 9, Craig Davis, LSU 11 35 559 2 51 160 508 
10. Andre’ Kentucky’ 11-133 1644 310 151) 137.4 10. Jeremy Schatz, Alabama 11 60 2300 72 383 10. Mike Espy, Ole Miss 11 52 543 3 41 104 49.4 
TEAM STATISTICS 
TOTAL OFFENSE — G RUSH PASS PLAYS YDS AVG TDYDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE GRUSH PASS PLAYS YDS AVG TD YDS/G _ KICKOFF RETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 
T. Aubum 12 2329 2589 820 4918 60 47 40968 1, 12 1132 1929 713 3061 40 14 255.1 T, Arkansas NI 95. ~«|~O92 
2. Vanderbilt 11 1266 3086 828 4352 53 37 3956 2/SU 13 1190 2279 833 3469 42 20 2668 2. Auburn 120 Hoes NZ Tie TL e278 
3. Georgia 13 2108 2977 818 5085 6.2 42 391.2 3. Tennessee (11 907 2373 720 3280 46 17 298.2 3. Kentuck N 42 1109 126.4 
4. SU 13 1959 2904 869 4863 5.6 43 374.1 — 4, Florida 12 1139 2459 748 3598 48 30 2998 4, Alabama 12. 118, 400) 1-292 
5, Floride 12 1761 2720 840 4481 5.3 39 373.4  — 5, Georgia 13 1870 2205 855 4075 48 25 3135 5 South Carolina 120 ah eae? Oe BIS 
6. Arkansas 1] 2386 1581 761 3967 5.2 32 360.6 6. Aubum 12 1395 2388 756 3783 5.0 19 3152 Florida 12 30 618 O 206 
7. Alabama 12 1710 2597 814 4307 5.3 28 358.9 7. Ole Miss 1] 1686 1973 768 3659 48 27 3326 ; Vanderbilt i 3 77002 0 203 
8. Tennessee 1) 1411 2178 755 3589 4.8 21 326.3 8 Mississippi State u 1553 2137 734 3690 50 26 3355 8, Tennessee i a7) .752' 40) 198 
9. South Carolina 12 1142 2649 720 3791 5.3 34 315.9 9. Arkansas 1458 2303 739 3761 5.1 33 341.9 9. Mississippi State n 3 6490197 
10. Kentucky 1] 1415 1857 695 3272 47 27 2975 10 South Carolina 12 2091 2238 873 4329 5.0 28 3608 10. Georgia 13 28 494545 0 195 
11. Ole Miss 1) 806 2293 703 3099 4.4 15 281.7 11. Vanderbilt 11 1869 2462 742 4331 58 37 3937 11. LSU 13. 2 409° O 170 
12. Mississippi State 11 1514 1524 687 3038 4.4 19 276.2 2 Kentucky 11-2159 2676 823 4835 59 46 4395 12. Ole Miss v 397 570—is«dS 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD XP 2XPDXP FG S PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G TD XP 2XP FG S PTS AVG _ PUNTRETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 
“T.Aubum ~~ ~*712=<50 500 0 120086 322 |.Albama 12 15 14.0 6 0 128 107 |. Ken N1 m3 395. 0 7.2 
2: Georgia 13 45 45 0 0 23 0384 295 2.LSU 13 21 18 1 13 0 185 142 2. LSU 1ST DOL VAIO! AT 
13 48 45 1 O 14 3383 295 3. Aubum 12 20 19 1 15 0 186 155 3. Georgia 1g’ s33i" nasi, FIT) ABE 
1 Fovde 12 43 40 0 1 13 2343 286  4.Georgia 13277 24 0 9 0 213 164 4, Arkansas nN ao” 2e7? Gor 19S 
5. Vanderbilt 1) 38 33 1 0 12 0299 272 5, Tennessee 1) 21 20 0 19 1 205 186 5, Tennessee D7! 928, NN | Bid 
6. Arkansas 11 35 32 1 0 13 0 283 257 6, Florida 12 30 2 0 6 0 2% 188 6, Ole Miss i 2 1g BO 
7, South Carolina 12 37 32 0 0 10 0 284 237 7. Ole Miss 11 30 28 1 «M1 245 «223 7. Auburn T20) °S2e 2d em Az 
8. Alcbama 12 30 28 1 0 17 1263 219 8.SouthCorolina 12 31 30 1 19 2 279 232 8. Alabama BE p27 9s SON 2 
9. Kentucky 11 29 27 0 0 12 1239 217 9. Mississippi Stole 11 32 30 0 11 2 259 235 9. Florida 12. 295% A518 Foe” 2379 
10. Tennessee 11 23 21 1 © 14 1.205 186 10. Arkansas WLS OTe Aes tet e arly 24s 10 Mississippi State 13) GBS A) added 
11. Mississippi State 11 19 18 0 O 7.0153 139 11. Vanderbilt 1) 40 38 1 13 1 321 292 1. Vonderbit N Ts) “le Pi Gee 
12. Ole Miss 1117-16 0 © 10.0148 13.5 — 12.Kentucky 1 49 45 0 12 0 375 341 12 South Carolina 2 19 #8 Oo 45 
RUSHING OFFENSE G ATT YDS AVG TD YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G ATT NET AVG 1D YDS/G __NETPUNTING G NO YDS AVG RET NET 
T. Arkansas rT 6 50 19 2169 “J.lennesee 11 050 907 25 6 O25 |,tU 18 63 2575 409 680 39.0 
2. Auburn 12 48) 2329 48 28 194) 21SU 13 402 1199 30 8 91.5 2 Arkansas 11 50 2091 418 71 388 
3. Georgia 13 455 2108 46 16 1622  3.Alabama 12 361 1132 3.1 5 943 3. Georgia 13 57 2443 42.9 159 387 
4. SU 13 510 1959 38 21 1507  4.Florida 12 373 1139 «310 1494.9 Flori 12 62 2542 41.0 38.1 
5, Florida 12 455 1761 93.9 19 146.8 ~—5. Auburn 12 396 1395 35 11 1162 5. Auburn 12 47 2090 44.5 203 37.6 
6, Alabama 12 463 1710 37 12 1425 — 6.Arkansos 11 403 1458 36 13 1325 6. South Carolina 12 58 2322 40.0 124 37.6 
7. Mississippi Stole 11 385 1514 39 9 137.6 7.MississippiStote 11 419 1553 37 13 141.2 7. Tennessee HW 59 2431 «-41.2 332 33.5 
8. Kentucky 1) 391 1415362112868. Georgia 13 486 1870 38 17 1438 8 OleMiss 11 66 «2511 380 239 335 
9. Tennessee 11 399 1411 3.5 10 1283 9. Ole Miss 1) 457 1686 «370 ©«15 = (15339. Kentud M57 2012-353 134 329 
10. Vanderbilt 1) 361 1266 «©6035 16 «115.110. Vanderbilt 1) 416 1869 45 20 1699 10, Alabama 12 67 2495 37.2 209 326 
11. South Carolina 12 365 1142 3.) 13 952 11.SouthCorolina 12 508 2091 4.1 18 1742 11. Mississippi State 1) 71 2907 40.9 471 318 
12. Ole Miss 11 332 806 «= 2.4 6) 78.3——‘*12, Kentucky 1) 439 2159 49 22 1963 12. Vanderbilt 1] 53 2047 386 344 302 
PASSING OFFENSE G ATTCMPINT PCT YDS AVGTDYDS/G PASSING DEFENSE G ATT CMP PCT AVG TD YDS/G TURNOVERS G +FUM+INT+TOT -FUM-INT-TOT MAR 
“7. Vonderbit, 11467 274 9587 0086 6621 280.5  |.Alaboma 12 352 175 497 55 9 1008 1. flon 72 15 16 3) 6 7 13 1.90 
2, Geo ia 13 363 201 755.4 2977 8.226 229.0 2. Georgia 13 369 211 572 60 8 1696 2. Georgia 13. 13 16 29 «WW 7 18 085 
Florida 12.385 241 76262720 7.120 2267 3.1SU 13 431 204 473 53 12 1753 3. Alabama 12, 9 1 2 368 4 12 067 
LSU 13.359 215 1059.9 2904 8122 2234 4. Ole Miss 11 311 176 566 63 12 1794 4. Misisipp Soe 11 10 12 22 10 10 20 0.18 
5. Seuh Corelina 12.355 213 1260.0 2649 7.521 2208  5.SouthCarolina 12 365 204 559 61 10 1865 5. South Carolina 12 12 12 24 10 12 22 0.17 
6. Alaboma 12.351 209 45952597 7.416 216.4 6. Mississippi Stote 11 315 193 613 68 13 1943 6, Arkansas 11-9 «12 21 «10 12 22-009 
7. Auburn 12.339 195 857.5 2589 7.619 2158 7. Auburn 12 360 202 56.1 66 8 1990 7. Vanderbilt 1 6 8 14 7 9 16-018 
8. Ole Miss 11 371 197 1853.1 2293 6.2 9 2085 8. Florida 12 375 196 523 66 16 2049 8. Auburn 12 7 8 15 10 (8 18-025 
9. Tennessee 11 356 186 135222178 6.111 198.0 9. Arkansos 11 336 171 509 69 20 2094 9. Ole Miss 1 130 6 19) 6 18 24 -0.45 
10. Kentucky 11.304 178 95861857 6.1 6 1688 10. Tennessee 11 364 218 599 65 9 2157 10. Tennessee 1 iW 9 20 14 13 27-064 
11. Arkansas 11280 150 12536 158) 5613 1437 11. Vanderbilt 11 326 188 577 76 17 2238 11. 1SU 13 4 10 14 13 10 23-069 
12. Mississippi State 11 302 146 10 48,3 1524 5.010 138.5 — 12. Kentucky 11 384 239 622 7.0 24 2433 12. Kentucky Wool 5 1 16 9 25-082 


* Indicates returning players. 
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EAST 


WIEST 


PICKING THE C-USA 


Still an Air of Mystery in Second Year of New Era 


ast summer, no one seemed able pick the 

onference USA race with any confidence. 

With the conference in flux — four teams 
leaving, six teams arriving — most guesses 
centered on Southern Miss winning the East, 
and UTEP winning the West. Instead, Tulsa 
and UCF won their divisions, with the Golden 
Hurricane victorious in the first-ever C-USA 
championship game. 

One year later, predicting the division 
champions isn’t any easier. 

“T sound like a broken record,” said Jeff 
Bower, who enters his 16th season as coach 
at Southern Miss. 

“Last year I thought anything could hap- 
pen and certainly it did. I still contend 
there's a lot of depth, a lot of competition in 
the league. I don't know if I had to pick a 
clear-cut favorite who that would be.” 

UAB’s Watson Brown insists picking the 


conference race is “impossible.” 
“This league is too equal,” Brown said. 
“Really, truthfully, everybody can beat 
everybody every week. The two teams that 
won it last year were picked near the bottom 
of their divisions. It’s all going to be based on 
who stays healthy, who wins the close games 
early, who gets the confidence from winning 
those close games and who finishes strong.” 
In the West, it could be Tulsa, UTEP, 
Houston or even SMU contending for the 
division and bowl invites. Only Tulane and 
Rice appear to be on the outside looking in. 
In the East, UCF and Southern Miss appear 
to be the most likely contenders, but UAB 
remains capable, and East Carolina should 
continue to improve. With the loss of All- 
American running back DeAngelo Williams, 
Memphis may be the conference's biggest 
mystery, but the Tigers still look like a con- 


tender if the right quarterback emerges. 

Even Marshall should be much better in its 
second season in the conference. 

“They were pretty young last year,” Bower 
said, “but they've got a great running back 
and a real athletic quarterback and played 
really good defense last year, so that's a 
tough combination.” 

If those same qualities are the keys to the 
C-USA race again this year, it’s hard to pick 
against last year’s winners. 

The Golden Hurricane and the Golden 
Knights return starting quarterbacks, experi- 
enced defenses and capable tailbacks. Then 
again, both teams made a habit of winning 
close games last year and they start over with 
new kickers this season. 

“There could be a lot of teams competing 
for the championship this year,” Bower said. 


— Richard Scott 


Conference USA Picks 


Good news 


1. UCF 


2. Southern Miss © : 
a strong offensive line. 


Bad news 


needed at WR, DE and LB. 


another tough schedule. 


Our call 


‘Loads of experience back from young UCF won't sneak up anyone in '06; help Returning experience, toughness in all three \ 


team that grew up fast last year. 
© Nine returning offensive starters includes Plenty of holes to fill on defense; new QB: Improved running game takes heat off QBand > 


phases will be tough to beat. 


gives USM chance to contend. 


(Blazers have depth and experience at Offense starting over at QB and center; Blazers blew close games in 2005; must win , 


3. UAB 
most spots; solid linebackers. tough schedule from start to finish. those to have a chance in '06. 

YU, Memphis Eight returning offensive starters; experi- © RB DeAngelo Williams is gone, and there's Tigers will surprise if the new QB (Martin 
enced O-line and secondary. no proven OB. Hankins?) spreads the ball around. 

5. E. Carolina  “ Second year under Skip Holtz; improving _Inexperienced O-line; JC transfers must ECU could surprise if QB James Pinkney and run- 
experience, depth and defense. make an immediate impact. ning game become more consistent. 

6. Marshall (Second year under Mark Snyder; young _Still young at many spots; uncertainty at Herd will be more competitive, but must become > 
roster with 19 returning starters. QB, WR and kicking game. more consistent. 

1. Tulsa (16 starters return for league champs; Playmakers needed after loss of TE Garrett With depth, experience and talent, hard to pick 
proven players at QB, LB, DB. Mills and RB Uril Parrish. against the Hurricane. 

2. UTEP ‘Talented playmakers at QB, RB and WR; —- Must cut back on turnovers; key division Might be the most talented team in C-USA... and » 
17 returning starters. games are at Tulsa, Houston. also its most inconsistent. 

3. Houston ( Offense will be tough to stop; get Tulsa Cougars lack size, strength in defensive Veteran team should be right there competing for » 
and UTEP at home. front seven. the league title. 

4. SMU (Team finished strong last season; Lack of proven players at OB and CB; uncer- Mustangs close to getting over hump for winning » 
improved run game on both sides. tainty in kicking game. record and bowl game. 

5. Tulane “Team is back on campus after Katrina: Some holes at LB, DB, OL; rugged schedule Green Wave should be more competitive, but ‘ 
‘06 can't be any worse than ’05. opens with three road games. faces steep uphill climb. 

6. Rice (New coaching staff brings new approach; _— Gotta be patient with new offensive scheme; Owls can’t be much worse ... but probably won't \ 


nine starters return on offense. 
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big holes on defense. 


be much better. 
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Champion 
Liberty vs. SEC 


C-USA #2 
GMAC vs. MAC or WAC 


C-USA 
Houston vs. Big 12 


C-USA 
Forth Worth vs. Mtn. West 


C-USA 
Hawaii vs. WAG 


C-USA 
New Orleans vs. Sun Belt Champ 


Nov. 4 solitiet Miss at hemos 
Nov. 4 Tulsa at Houston 


1. Lamy McSwain = DE =Sr.—«UAB 17 sacks, 22 tackles for loss over past two seasons. 
2, Shawn Nelson utern Miss. Makes plays as receiver, improving as blocker, 


Fas ne 10 : 3 : : 
RB Tester Mart Pee CESMUI= 10, Mike Walker WR Sr UCF Must re- restablish deep threat after offseason surgery. 
-F Ahm ad Bradsha 
WR ei Cee er 
WR Lee figginsSr. UT 
"hen 
Doug Legursky = Je Mar 


RS aR E at Ht Value Plager et ts Player st eeoee 
“OL i - juanie jayer r e e 
i x csc ae BU AES Player ee hear Year 
meRr veut Paul Smith Jordan Palmer Larry McSwain Josh Johnson 
QB, Tulsa QB, UTEP DE, UAB LB, Marshall 


joes Accurate Passer Paul Smith, QB 
— btgant Palmer QB 


1B “Mastaki alta 
‘DB Brandon Sumrall J 
DB ~ Nick Graham Revs 

DB Rocky Schwartz dt 


Special Teams Demon Jonathan Lindley, DB 
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EMPHIS TIGERS ‘MEMPHIS TIGERS MEMPHIS TIGERS ME EMPHIS TIGERS | 


“The defense is t ‘thin n at tin inet 
| pee someone st 
uinton 


‘While most are F434 
are 


ie e 
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Life After DeAngelo Means More Passing 


Teams always have to replace players; 
that’s the nature of college football. But 
not everyone has a_ situation like 
Memphis does this season. 

The Tigers have to find a substitute for 
one of the most prolific running backs in 
NCAA history. 

Memphis spent the past four seasons 
handing the ball off to DeAngelo 
Williams, and Williams responded by 
winning three consecutive Conference 
USA Offensive Player of the Year awards 
and leading the Tigers to three consecu- 
tive bowl trips. 

To make it four straight, the Tigers will 
need several backs to help fill Williams’ 
production, and they'll need their defense 
to step up and be as effective as it was late 
in the season. 


OFFENSE 


The Tigers entered last season without 
a quarterback who had taken a snap in 
college. This year they'll have four who 
have started at least one game. 

The leader after the spring was transfer 
Martin Hankins, who sat out last year 
after transferring from I-AA Southeastern 
Louisiana. 

Hankins learned the system quickly, 
showing the ability to make the spread 
offense as effective as it was in 2003 and 
2004 when record-setting quarterback 
Danny Wimprine was under center. 
There’s not a particular pass the offense 
demands that Hankins can’t make. 

Hankins will be pushed by senior 
Patrick Byrne, the starter to open the 
2005 season, sophomore Will Hudgens, 


who took over for Byrne when he broke 
his leg, and 5-10 sophomore Billy 
Barefield, who took over for Hudgens 
when he broke his leg. 

If there is stability at the position, look 
for the Tigers to be more of the pass-ori- 
ented team they were a few years ago. 
Memphis was forced last season to align its 
fortunes with Williams, who, along with a 
converted receiver playing quarterback, 
carried the Tigers to the Motor City Bowl. 

Coach Tommy West will rely on sever- 
al running backs this season. Junior 
Joseph Doss is expected to be the starter. 
He has been a reliable, hard working, 
coach's dream since joining the program 
and was solid in a spot-start for Williams 
last year at Tennessee. 

Freshman T.J. Pitts should grow into 
his role and be part of a 1-2-3 punch at 
the position that includes Miguel Barnes. 

The offensive line returns four starters, 
led by right guard Andy Smith and tack- 
les Willie Henderson and Brandon 
Pearce. Left guard Blake Butler, who's 
played every position on the line, is 
expected to anchor a unit that allowed 
only 14 sacks in the past two seasons. 

The receivers, although not particular- 
ly heralded, will be an entertaining mix of 
size, speed and experience. 

There's 6-8 
Singleton, a potential nightmare for 
C-USA defensive backs, and speedy 


incoming freshman Duke Calhoun, a 


freshman — Carlos 


potential Freshman of the Year candidate. 

Seniors Ryan Scott and Mario Pratcher 
are proven playmakers, and sophomores 
Earnest Williams, Maurice Jones and 
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Wosbee Ssse 


Carlton Robinzine are capable of big sea- 
sons after solid rookie years. Jones earned 
a spot on the C-USA freshman team after 
making 15 receptions for 157 yards and 
two touchdowns. 


DEFENSE 


The Tiger defense struggled early last 
year after being pummeled by a succes- 
sion of injuries, but it survived, ranking 
second in C-USA in scoring defense (23 
points per game) and first in rushing 
defense (125.6 yards per game). 

It should be able to match those num- 
bers, or improve upon them, this fall. 

Defensive tackle Rubio Phillips missed 
all but the opener with a torn ACL, and 
he was sidelined along with noseguard 
Van Houston and linebacker Quinton 


McCrary. If they're healthy — and Ole 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 267.8 ypg rushing (1st in C-USA/Sth NCAA), 130.0 passing (11th/111th), 397.9 total offense (6th/42nd), 27.2 ppy(7th/S4th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Martin Hankins Jr. 
RB Joseph Doss dr. 
WR Ryan Scott* Sr. 
WR Earnest Williams*So. 
Mario Pratcher Sr. 
TE Brett Russell So. 
LT Willie Henderson*Sr. 
LG Blake Butler” Sr. 
€ Stephen Schuh* Sr. 
RG Andy Smith* dr. 
RT Brandon Pearce” So. 


“Returning starter 


Southeastern Louisiana transfer fits nicely into offense. 
He's ready after being DeAngelo Williams’ understudy. 
Sure-handed, he led team with 37 catches, 577 yards. 
Second-leading receiver in ‘05; rushed for two TDs. 
Missed last season with major knee injury. 

One of two catches in 05 went for a touchdown. 
Primary reason for line allowing only nine sacks. 
Veteran has started at tackle and center. 

Grandfather played for Tigers and NFL's Raiders. 
Fundamentally sound; missed bow! with an injury, 
Started final eight games, made C-USA all-frosh team. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Patrick Byrne, Sr. 

Tu. Pitts, So. 

Maurice Jones, So. 
Michael Grandberry, So. 
Carlton Robinzine, So.* 
Stacey Jones, Fr. 

Eric Evans, Fr. 

Jared McGowan, Sr. 
Philip Beliles, So. 
Michael Denning, Jr. 
Abraham Holloway, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 125.8 ypg rushing (1st in C-USA/27th NCAA), 279.8 passing (12th/107th), 405.4 total defense (10th/80th), 23.0 ppg (2nd/36th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE Corey Mills So. 
DT VanHouston Sr. 
DE Rubio Phillips Sr. 
LB Greg Hinds Jr. 
LB HeathGrant Jr. 
LB Quinton McCrary Jr. 
CB  B.McDonald* Sr. 
CB Jamaal Rufus* Sr. 
$$  RodSmith* Jr. 
SS Derek Clenin Sr. 
FS Wesley Smith* Sr. 


*Returning starter 
Corey Mills and Jada 


Brown maintain the progress they 


Miss transfers 


showed in the spring — this could be 
one of the strongest lines in C-USA. 

The better the group is up front, the 
more time a young linebacker corps has 
to develop. Only McCrary returns, and 
he was limited to two games because of 
ankle and thigh injuries. Heath Grant 
had a strong spring and could join 
McCrary as a starter. 

The secondary will be led by free safe- 
ty Wesley Smith, a three-time, first-team 
all-conference selection. Two senior cor- 
nerbacks — Brandon McDonald and 
Jamaal Rufus — add stability. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Stephen Gostkowski, the school’s 
career scoring leader, is gone after earning 


Memphis native transferred from Ole Miss. 

Missed 2005 season with a knee injury. 

Missed all but opener in 2005 because of knee injury. 
Must step up at a depleted position. 

Had solid spring to secure middle linebacker spot. 
Most athletic LB is key to unit's success in 2006. 

Led team with three INTs and 11 pass deflections. 

At 6-3, he matches up well with almost anyone. 
Second-leading returning tackler; had two INTs in ’05. 
Former walk-on earned scholarship in spring. 
Three-time pick for all-conference first team. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Brandon Douglas, So. 
Ryan Williams, So. 
Jada Brown, Fr. 
TiQuintin Morrell, So. 
Michael Spurlock, Sr. 
Mike Snyder, Sr.* 
Jermaine Chambers, Sr. 
Dustin Lopez, Sr.* 
Jake Kasser, Jr. 

Sam Brewer, Sr. 
Brandon Patterson, So. 


conference Special Teams Player of the 
Year honors. Freshman Matt Reagan is a 
possible replacement along with senior 
quarterback Patrick Byrne, who handled 
kickoff responsibilities in his freshman 
and sophomore seasons. 

Punter Michael Gibson, a former 
Auburn player, gives Memphis another 
candidate for conference special teams 
honors. He ranked 11th nationally with a 
44.6 average last season. 

Brandon McDonald returns punts, 
although he failed to have a return of longer 
than 15 yards in 32 attempts last season. 
Williams 
Michael Grandberry are candidates to 


Receivers Earnest and 
return kicks. Joseph Doss handled the 
role a year ago, but is expected to focus 
on his new starting role in the backfield. 


— Phil Stukenborg 
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TIGERS RECRUITING 2006 


Name Pos. Hr., Wr. HomeTown Scuoot 


BOWENS, Winston LB 6-0, 250 College Park, GA North Clayton 
Honorable mention All-State... Three-year starter... As a senior, had 116 tackles and one intercep- 
tion... Had more than 300 yards rushing and six touchdowns... Region shot put champion. 


BRYANT, Charlie TE 6-6, 260 Collierville First Assembly Christian 
Two-time All-State... Two-time All-Shelby Metro... Team captain... Four-year letterman... Member of 
basketball team. 


CALHOUN, Duke WR 64, 185 Memphis Raleigh-Egypt 
Rivals.com rated No. 33 wide receiver nationally and No. 6 player in Tennessee... Had 35 receptions 
for 533 yards as a senior... Had 500 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns. .. Averaged 13 yards per carry 
as a junior... Lettered in three sports. 


COOK, Jon DB 62, 190 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Had 1,246 career rushing yards... As a senior, had 482 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns, averaging 
8.2 yards per carry... Made two interceptions. 


ECHOLS, Curtis WR 6-3, 190 Memphis White Station 
Had 1,461 yards receiving and 26 touchdowns in final two seasons... Had 30 receptions for more than 
500 yards and four touchdowns as a senior. 


GOVAN, Corderick LB 62, 200 Cascilla, MS Charleston 
Ranked No. 23 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... Region Most Valuable Defensive Player... Three- 
year starter... As a junior, had 107 tackles, five quarterback sacks and one touchdown. 


JONES, Malcolm DB 6-1, 210 Andalusia, AL Straughn 
Honorable mention All-State... Started for four years at receiver and three years at linebacker and safe- 
ty... As a senior, had 16 receptions for 275 yards and 14 touchdowns... Had 68 tackles, including 10 
tackles for loss, and two fumbles recovered... Three-year basketball letterman. 


LAWSON, Lester 1B 62,244 Germantown Germantown 
Two-time All-Region... Helped team to two consecutive region championships... Member of track 
team. 


LONGSTREET, Jeremy LB 6-1, 200 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger second-team All-State... Had 88 tackles and eight quarterback sacks as a sen- 
ior... Had 448 yards rushing and six touchdowns, averaging 7.6 yards per carry. 


Pos. Hr., Wr. Hometown Scuoot 


MALOUF, Matt @ 63, 215 Oxford, MS Oxford 
Rivals.com rated No. 19 player in Mississippi... Jackson Clarion-Ledger Quarterback of the Year... Led 
team to region championship in 2005... Team captain... As a senior, had 2,234 yards passing and 21 
touchdowns... Had 674 yards rushing and nine touchdowns. 


ONARHEM, Deven TE 6-6, 240 Alabaster, AL Thompson 
All-County... Three-year starter... Had 35 receptions for 489 yards and six touchdowns as a senior... 
Four-year letterman... Member of basketball and baseball teams. 


REAGAN, Matt K 61, 210 Knoxville Bearden 
All-Region... As a senior, averaged 40.1 yards per punt... Made 22 of 23 extra point attempts... Put 
85 percent of kickoffs into the end zone... Three-year letterman. 


RILEY, Dominik OL 644, 300 Montgomery, AL Carver Senior 
Second-team All-State... Three-year starter at offensive center and tackle... Helped team to state 
championship playoffs... Team captain... Three-year letterman... Threw shot put for track team. 


TRUITT, Will OL 
All-State offensive lineman as a junior... Team captain... As a senior, primarily played defense but 
played two games on offense... Had 24 tackles in 2005... Three-year letterman... Member of baseball 
team and threw shot put and discus for track team. 


6-5, 290 Germantown Briarcrest Christian 


WEAVER, Josh DE 6-8, 210 Marietta, GA Marietta 
Second-team All-County... Team captain... As a senior, had 85 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, 
and three quarterback sacks... Three-time football letterman... Two-year letterman in baseball and 
track. 


WEST, Turner DB 6-3, 185 Germantown Briarcrest Christian 
Team captain... Played comerback and wide receiver as a senior... Had 22 tackles, including seven 
solo, and four interceptions... Four-year letterman. 


WRIGHT, Bryan DB 6-1, 180 Miami, FL Northwestern 
Second-team All-State... All-Dade County... As a senior, had 48 tackles and five interceptions, return- 
ing one for touchdown... Three-year letterman. 


A LOOK AT THE TIGERS 


Results Individual Stats “Schedule > 
(7-5, 5-3) Sept. 2 at Ole Miss 
pales ele Sept. 9 Chattanooga 
Name Att Comp Yards Pct TD Int 
He a PUT VSI ee ny URS Sept. 16 at East Carolina 
(Teas ae alse co LR Hudgins 62> 633 Sys Sie es x 
Ww wumeP”~—s27-20 [RUSHING ‘Sept. 30 Tennessee 
Pe ee ae een Wee eet een GEL 
47- iams ; ; 
L at UCF 17-38 Aa 1392 570 43 90 5 Oct. 7 at UAB 
CT Oe en, Lo aElaAm wD 
= ORs ase ee A ee ok eee 
w at Houston 35-20 Ses Oct. 14 Arkansas State _ 
WwW East Carolina 27-24 —SS eer 
; Name No Yards ny iy 1D Oct. 21 : Tulsa 
‘ae UAB 20-37 aun SE oA OS: F 
illiams IMGT te e420 Oct. 28 a Mitehall> 
dee a ee eee ee ee be ee . 
L at Tennessee 16-20 HORE 1D 2M S/ AOE Ble : c 
W at Southern Miss 24-22 - Nov. 4 Southern Miss 
Tackles: Goodwell 102, Baker 88, W. Smith 82 
Ww Marshall 26-3 inter Seats MeDonals 3 tree wih 2 Nov. 11 UCF 
| IP BOE EES As A eGR eee iY i ; Goodwel . West 
Motor City Bowl Tackles for loss: Goodwell 11, Baker 9, West 5 “Nov. 18 ‘Houston ~ 
Ww vs. Akron 38-31 - Se = SE eS 
Nov. 25 at UTEP 
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(AT A GLANCE © 


| 7-5 overall, 5-3 C-USA (T-2nd, East) 


Jeff Bower — At Southern Miss and 
overall: 103-72, 15 years 


( 16; 9 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


| TE Shawn Nelson, RB Cody Hull, 

SE Anthony Perine, DE Robert Henderson, 
CB Caleb Hendrix, SS Brandon Sumrall, 
K Darren McCaleb 


There will not be a better offensive line in 

| the conference. Led by George Batiste, an 

| All-America candidate, the line will assist 
in the development of new QB Jeremy 

_ Young. TE Shawn Nelson has first-team 

| all-conference potential. DE Robert 

y Henderson could be dominant. 


A first-year starting quarterback always is 

| a cause for concern; Jeremy Young was 

i limited to four games as a backup last 
season, throwing only nine passes. There 
could be as many as six new starters on a 
defense that ranked 73rd nationally, 

| allowing nearly 400 yards per game. 


| QB Dustin Almond, RT Neal Mead, 
LB Kevis Coley, CB John Eubanks, 
NT Tom Johnson, DT Terrance Ford, 
P Luke Johnson 


| 


) 
' 


There is not a veteran, all-conference can- 
didate at running back, but Cody Hull — 
and the experienced line — gives Southern 
Miss hope that the ground attack will be 
improved. Playmakers likely will emerge on 
defense, and an all-conference kicker will 
help win close games as the Eagles bid for 
the top spot in the East division. 


ee 


Still Setting a High Standard in Conference USA 


The makeup of Conference USA has 
changed greatly in the past couple of sea- 
sons, but one thing has remained con- 
stant: Southern Miss’s consistency. 

Although the Golden Eagles have won 
only one league title since 2000, they have 
been a perennial postseason participant, 
going to bowl games in eight of the past 
nine years. None of C-USA’s current mem- 
bership can match USM’s successful run. 

Despite the loss of key personnel on 
both sides of the ball, Southern Miss 
should again be in the mix for a postsea- 
son invitation. 

Jeff Bower, entering his 16th season at 
his alma mater, will have to overcome the 
loss of a veteran quarterback and three 
starting linebackers to do so, but it’s a 


challenge he has met before. 


OFFENSE 


Southern Miss will have to replace vet- 
eran starting quarterback Dustin Almond, 
but a greater concern will be resurrecting 
the team’s rushing attack, a staple of 
Bower programs through the years. 

Last season, the Golden Eagles fin- 
ished 11th in the conference and 95th in 
the nation by averaging 111.3 yards rush- 
ing per game. 

Starting running backs Cody Hull 
and Bobby Weakley return, along with 
Larry Thomas, a junior who will back up 
Hull. Hull moved into a starting role at 
season's end, gaining 85 yards in the reg- 
ular-season finale against Tulane and 161 
in the New Orleans Bowl victory over 
Arkansas State. 


He is the team’s best hope of becoming 


powerful again in the running game. 

Redshirt junior Jeremy Young is 
expected to step in for Almond. Young 
has had limited playing time in the 
past two seasons — throwing for 275 
yards in 10 games — but the coaching 
staff has been impressed with his deci- 
sion making. 

If he falters, Michigan State transfer 
Stephen Reaves, son of former Florida 
quarterback John Reaves, should be 
ready. He tore an anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in September 2005 and was held 
out of spring contact drills. 

Anthony Perine and Josh Barnes are a 
solid 1-2 punch at receiver. Perine is the 
team’s returning leader with 441 yards 
in 2005. Barnes is second with 421 
yards, averaging 13.2 yards on 32 catch- 
es a year ago. 

The budding star is tight end Shawn 
Nelson. Nelson, 6-5, 230, was named a 
freshman All-American last year after fin- 
ishing with 35 receptions for 540 yards 
and five touchdowns. He ended the sea- 
son with back-to-back 100-yard games 
and earned MVP honors in the New 
Orleans Bowl. 

What might carry the Golden Eagles 
through some rough stretches early in the 
season will be a veteran line, perhaps the 
league’s best. Four starters — Chris 
Clark, Travis Cooley, Robby D’Angelo 


and George Batiste are back from a 


unit that allowed only 10 sacks. 

Batiste, who will start at right guard, is 
the leader of the group, entering his 
fourth season as a starter. He did not 


allow a sack last season en route to first- 
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team all-conference honors. 

On the opposite side of the line, left 
guard Cooley, an all-conference pick a 
year ago, will be in his third season as a 


starter. 


DEFENSE 


It's strange to see a Southern Miss 
defense ranked in the second half of the 
league statistics. 

Known for its physical play and 
nationally ranked rushing defenses, USM 
struggled in 2005. It ranked seventh in 
the conference in total defense and fourth 
in rushing defense, allowing nearly 160 
yards per game. 

On paper, the prospects don’t appear 
much brighter. The Golden Eagles must 
replace two defensive tackles, three line- 


backers and two defensive backs. 
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2005 stats: 111.3 ypg rushing (11th in C-USA/S5th NCAA), 246 passing (Sth/33rd), 357.3 total offense (8th/70th), 29.6 ppg (Srd/41st) 


QB Jeremy Young Jr. 
RB Cody Hull* Jr. 
FB Bobby Weakley* Sr. 


WR Anthony Perine* Sr. Veteran caught 31 passes for 441 yards in 2005. 

WR Josh Barnes* Jr. Nearly identical stats as Perine: 32 catches, 421 yards. 
TE Shawn Nelson* So. Had 35 catches in 05, league's next great tight end. 
LT Chris Clark* Jr. Yielded only 3.5 sacks in 750 snaps. 

LG Travis Cooley* Sr. Veteran starter earned all-conference honors in 2005. 


C€ Robby D'Angelo’ Sr. 
RG George Batiste” Sr. 
RT Ryan McKee So. 


*Returning starter 


Limited snaps past two years; set to replace Dustin Almond. 
Finished strong; 161 yards rushing in New Orleans Bowl. 
Excellent blocker, dependable receiver out of backfield. 


Second year as starter; did not allow a sack in ’05. 
First-team all-league pick; four-year starter. 
Played considerably as a freshman. 


Stephen Reaves, Jr. 
Larry Thomas, Jr. 
Cole Mason, So. 
Damion Carter, Sr. 
Joe Singleton, So. 
Jonathan Palmer, Sr. 
Jacquine Wrice, Fr. 
Wesley Housley, So. 
Rick Thompson, Jr. 
Sam Wilson, Fr. 
Ryan Hebert, Fr. 


2005 stats: 159.8 ypg rushing (4th in C-USA/73rd NCAA), 234.2 passing (8th/75th), 394.1 total defense (7tt/73rd), 22.7 ppg (1st/83rd) 


DE Matthew Chatelain* Sr. 
NT — Ryan Watson ut. 
DT —-Martavius Prince J. 
DE  RobertHenderson* Sr. 
LB Gerald McRath So. 
LB Marcus Raines* Jr. 
LB Tokumbo Abanikanda So. 
CB Jasper Faulk Sr. 
CB Caleb Hendrix* Sr. 
SS Brandon Sumrall’ Jr. 
FS LeVance Richmond = dr. 


*Returning starter 


A source of encouragement will be 
junior end Robert Henderson, who 
played his way into the starting lineup 
last year and finished with a team-leading 
five sacks. Long considered the program's 
next dominating defensive lineman, 
Henderson's breakout year included 7.5 
tackles for loss. 

Sophomore Gerald McRath, whose 
season was shortened by a broken leg, is 
fundamentally sound and should start at 
one of the linebacker spots along with 
Marcus Raines and  ‘Tokumbo 
Abanikanda. 

Abanikanda, like Henderson, emerged 
late last year and had eight tackles, 
including two for loss and a sack, in the 
bowl game. 

In the secondary, Caleb Hendrix is one 


of the league's best cornerbacks, and safe- 


Team-high three QB hurries last year; four TFLs. 

Was member of 2003 USC national title team. 

Good numbers in backup role in ‘05 (4 TFLs and 2 sacks). 
His five sacks tied for the team lead in '05. 

Slowed early in his career by various injuries. 

Transfer had 200-tackle season at Pasadena CC. 

Made first start in New Orleans Bowl; projects as a star. 
Co-leader with six pass deflections last season. 

Solid cover corner battled hamstring problems in 2005, 
Three-time pick for all-conference first team. 

JC All-American in 2004 redshirted in '05. 


Shadler Manning, Sr. 
Mam Nyang, Fr. 

Eric Phillips, So. 

Ken Griffith, Jr. 
James Denley, Jr. 
Mitch Craft, So. 
Wayne Hardy, Sr.* 
Cornelius McGee, So. 
Eddie Willingham, So. 
Brandon Patterson, So. 
Lance Moore, So. 


ty Brandon Sumrall is one C-USA’s most 
physical defensive backs. Bower is expect- 
ing free safety LeVance Richmond, a jun- 
ior college All-American at Pearl River 
(Miss.) Community College, to con- 


tribute immediately. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


With Memphis’ Stephen Gostkowski 
having completed his career, Darren 
McCaleb becomes the league’s premier 
kicker. McCaleb, a senior, made 23 of 28 
field goals last year and holds the school 
record for field goals made. 

Regardless of how he does, Britt 
Barefoot possesses the nation’s best 
name for a punter. He replaces Luke 
Johnson, who led the conference with a 
44.9 average. 


— Phil Stukenborg 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2006 


BAILEY, C.J. 0B 5-10, 187 Moss Point Moss Point 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Second-team All-State... Played quarterback as a sophomore and junior... 
As a senior, had 48 tackles, eight interceptions and two fumbles recovered. 


BOYCE, David OL 67, 278 Gonzales, LA St. Paul's 


Rivals.com rated No. 33 defensive end nationally... PrepStar All-Southeast Region... District Most Valuable 
Player... Had 35 tackles, 12 assists and eight sacks as a senior. 


BYRD, Roshaad o 63, 210 Meridian Meridian 
Rivals.com Mississippi Top 25... PrepStar All-Southeast Region. . All-State... Three-year starter... Had 189 
tackles, including four for loss, three interceptions, four fumbles caused and two fumbles returned for TD. 


DAVIS, Brancion B 6-2, 190 Meridian Meridian 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Second-team All-State... Three-year starter... As a senior, had 96 tackles, 
including 11 tackles for loss, five sacks, four fumbles caused and one fumble recovery returned for touchdown. 


DEAN, Nick Oo 6-3, 281 Shannon ttawamba CC 
Two-time JuCo All-State... Two-time junior college All-Region... All-Area in high school... All-County. 


LUIS, Ryan WR 62, 190 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL A.D. Nease 
Ranked No. 5 wide receiver in Florida by Rivals.com... Florida Times-Union Super 24... Led Florida in receiv- 
ing for two consecutive seasons... As a senior, had 103 receptions for 1,790 yards and 16 touchdowns, 


FLETCHER, Damion AH 5-10, 175 Biloxi Biloxi 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Region Offensive Player of the Year... Had 952 yards rushing and 13 touch- 
downs as a senior... As a junior, had 1,750 yards and 26 touchdowns. 


GRAY, Anthony OL 6-0, 302 Philadelphia 
Second-team All-State ... As a senior, had 104 tackles, including 25 for loss, seven sacks and one interception... 


GRAY, Rodney WR 63, 185 Batesville South Panola 
Second-team All-State... Had 31 receptions for 520 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


HARRISON, Tory RB 6-1, 185 Leesburg, FL Leesburg 
Orlando Sentinel All-Central Florida, .. All-State... As a senior, had 1,869 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns, 


HOPSON, Domonic B 6-2, 282 Pascagoula Pascagoula 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Second-team All-State... Two-time All-District... Had 143 tackles, seven 
sacks, five fumbles caused and four fumbles recovered as a senior. 


HORNES, Faron WR 5-7, 160 Bradenton, FL. Southeast Bradenton 
All-State... As a senior, had 1,486 all-purpose yards... Had 27 receptions for 568 yards and six touchdowns... 


HUNTER, Chico 0B 6-0, 190 Vicksburg Warren Central 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Played only two games as a senior due to torn ACL. 


JOHNSON, Chris J. DL 6-1, 285 Fast Brewton, AL hawamba CC 
Second-team junior college All-State... As a sophomore, had 53 tackles, including 9.5 tackles for loss 


KELLY, Richard TE 6-4, 250 Jacksonville, FL ED. White 
All-Conference... Had six touchdown receptions and averaged 10.5 yards per reception as a senior. 


MAGEE, Torris WR 62, 186 Hattiesburg Oak Grove 
Rivals.com rated No, 55 receiver nationally and Mississippi Top 25... As a senior, had 43 receptions for a state- 
best 1,120 yards and 15 touchdowns. 


MASON, Vontre OL 62, 270 Richmond, CA Diablo Valley CCC 
Had 68 tackles, including 15 for loss, 13 sacks, three fumbles caused, two fumbles recovered and one int. 


McGEE, Michael OB 5-10, 175 Magee 
As a senior, had 792 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns... Had 24 receptions for 274 yards and one TD. 


MERRILL, Sean OL 6-4, 290 D'berville Miss, Gulf Coast CC 
Originally signed with LSU... Junior college All-State and All-Conference... Orlando Sentinel high school All- 
Southern... Two-time All-State... Had 93 tackles and 19 sacks as a senior... Had 46 career sacks. 


MICHAEL, Alex OL 6-4, 300 Meridian Southeast Lauderdale 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Four-year basketball letterman... Three-time track letterman. 


MORRIS, Johdirick WR 6-3, 195 Baton Rouge, LA Central 
All-State... As a senior, had 42 receptions for 816 yards and 11 touchdown. 


SMITH, Martez B 6-0, 198 Camden Velma Jackson 
Rivals.com rated No. 28 outside linebacker nationally and No. 14 player in Mississippi... PrepStar All-Southeast 
Region... Had 164 tackles, nine sacks, six fumbles forced, four interceptions and two fumble recoveries. 


ATH 58, 185 Cottonwood, AL Cottonwood 
As a senior, had 51 receptions for 968 yards and eight touchdowns. .. Had 64 tackles and two interceptions. 

OL 6-6, 292 Stidell, LA Northshore 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... All-District... Graded 91 percent on blocking assignments as a senior... Had 
30 pancake blocks... Lettered in football, track and basketball. 


WEBB, Thomas TE 6-5, Starkville Starkville 
Asa senior, had 84 tackles, including four tackles for loss, 10 sacks, two fumbles caused and two recovered. 


WILSON, Justin 0B 6-1, 180 Taylorsville Taylorsville 
Had 32 receptions for 620 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior... Had five interceptions. 


YOUNG, Martevious @ 6-1, 178 Alexander City, AL Benjamin Russell 
PrepStar All-Southeast Region... Two-time All-District... Member of basketball and baseball teams. 


PP, Cameron OL 6-2, 297 Mandeville, LA Fontainebleau 
Honorable mention All-State... Three-year starter... As a senior, graded 83 percent on blocking assignments 


Results Individual Stats “Schedule > 
(7-5, 5-3) Sept. 2 at Florida 
‘ aUALa aca Sept. 9 SE Louisiana 
W McNeese State 48-20 = 
: Sept. 16 NC State 
Ww at East Carolina 33-7 
ag Tulsa 17-34 Sept. 26 at UCF 
Ww UCF 52-31 Oct. 3 at Tulsa 
Ww at UAB 37-28 Oct. 14 Houston 
k aut Stats tte ~ Oct. 21 at Virginia Tech ~ 
W at Marshall OT 27-24 , : 
Oct. 28 East Carolina 
L at Houston 24-27 
L Memphis 29-94 Nov. 4 at Memphis 
w Tulane 26-7 areca eet eA Nov. 11 at Tulane 
Sacks: K. Coley 5, Henderson 5 
New Orleans Bowl Tackles for loss: K. Coley 13, T. Johnson 9 Nov. 18 UAB 
eS SF a ee 
W us. Arkansas State 31-19 Nov 25 Marshall 
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TULANE GREEN WAVE 


TULANE GREEN WAVE 


TULANE GREEN WAVE TULANE 


‘AT Al GLANCE 


2-9 overall, 1-7 C-USA (T-5th, East) 


, Chris Scelfo — At Tulane and overall: 
| 26-34, 5 years 


; RETURNING STARTERS 


| 11; 6 offense, 4 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Lester Ricard, RB Matt Forte, 


WR Preston Brown, DL Antonio Harris, 
CB-KR Israel Route, P Chris Beckman 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


' QB Lester Ricard has the talent to bounce 
back and be one of the most productive 
passers in Conference USA. He has enough 
solid pass-catchers to get the job done. 
The defensive line is experienced, too, but 
the most important thing for the whole 

| team is that 2006 is a fresh start. 


~ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Green Wave has three new starters on 
the offensive line, and there are 
unproven players at linebacker and safe- 
ty. The schedule opens with three road 
games, including LSU and Mississippi 
State of the SEC. 


OT Chris McGee, C Joe Traina, 
0G Matt Traina, LB Anthony Cannon, 
FS Sean Lucas, SS Tra Boger 


How can anything hit Tulane harder than 
Katrina? Returning to normal will not be 
easy for a young team with a rugged 
schedule, so the win total isn’t likely to 
make a big jump. 
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Wave Looks for Something Resembling Normal 


Tulane coach Chris Scelfo would like 
to think the Green Wave will never again 
endure anything like the 2005 season. 

Then again, as Scelfo is quick to 
remind, “Hurricane season runs right 
into football season and that could be on 
the mind of some of our players.” 

Still, it really is hard to imagine Tulane 
encountering another season like 2005, 
when Hurricane Katrina forced the 
Green Wave to evacuate New Orleans, 
spend the season living on the Louisiana 
Tech campus and playing all 11 games on 
the road. The Green Wave put up a good 
fight but eventually wore down under the 
weight of so many difficulties, finishing 
2-9. 

The team didn’t 


Orleans until December, didn’t get back 


return to New 
into its football facility until late March 
and didn’t have access to a weight room 
until early April. 

“T still don’t have a feel for this team. 
These players have been through a lot, 
but there are still a lot of challenges ahead 
of us,” Scelfo said. 

Those challenges include trying to 
replace 12 position starters, including 
three on the offensive line and seven 
on defense, as well as a schedule that 
includes road games at LSU, Auburn 
and Mississippi State. 


OFFENSE 


The Green Wave won't have a chance 
to win many games if it doesn’t get better 
play out of its quarterbacks, particularly 


Lester Ricard. 


After emerging as the starter in 2004 


and producing several encouraging per- 
formances, no Tulane player more per- 
sonified the team’s struggles in 2005. He 
eventually lost his starting job to Scott 
Elliott and enters the 2006 season with a 
lot to prove. 

“Just being out here, playing football, 
is enough motivation for me,” Ricard 
said. “I don’t have to use being on the 
bench as an excuse to work hard. If I take 
care of my business, you won't have to 
worry about seeing that again.” 

The offensive line also has a lot of 
work to do after losing tackle Chris 
McGee, center Joe Traina and guard Matt 
Traina. Junior guard Michael Parenton 
returns and senior tackle Derek Rogers 
return on the right side, but there are still 
a lot of questions. 

“The offensive line is an area where we 
lost about 72 starts,” Scelfo said. “I think 
we have some talented guys there. We just 
don't have the experience there.” 

Junior tailback Matt Forte showed 
positive signs in the spring after rushing 
for only 3.9 yards per carry last fall, but 
the Green Wave lacks experience. 

Receiver Cary Koch (23 catches, 308 
yards) did not return in the spring but 
the Green Wave does return two of its 
leading receivers, Preston Brown and 
Damarcus Davis. Tulane hopes to get 
receiver-return specialist Fred Smith 
back after he missed the 2005 season 
with injuries. 

At tight end, redshirt senior Jerome 
Landry and junior Gabe Ratcliff combine 
to give Tulane one of its most talented 


positions. 
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DEFENSE 


It’s tough enough losing seven starters, 
but the Green Wave lost some players 
who dominated playing time the past 
three years, including linebackers 
Anthony Cannon, Antonio Mason and 
Brandon Spincer, and defensive backs 
Sean Lucas and Tra Boger. 

That means Tulane must do more than 
just find replacements for those departed 
players. The Green Wave must also find 
leaders. 

“We've got a bunch of kids who really 
have no playing time,” defensive coordi- 
nator Eric Schumann said. 

Tulane’s defensive strength is on the 
line, where the Green Wave hasn't 
played any seniors the past two sea- 


sons. Schumann said that means the 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 88 ypg rushing (12th in €-USA/112th NCAA), 231.9 ypy passing (8th/44th), 320.91 ypg total offense (11th/95th), 21.27 ppg (10th/82nd) 


COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Lester Ricard* Sr. Must bounce back from 2005 struggles. Scott Elliott, So. 
RB Matt Forte” Jr. Only 3.9 yards per carry in 2005. Ray Boudreaux, Jr. 
WR Preston Brown* Sr. Leading receiver last year (47 catches, 6 TDs). Chris Dunn, Fr. 
WR Brian King So. 15 receptions for 189 yards as a freshman. Jeremy Williams, Fr. 
WR Damarcus Davis* Sr. Third-leading receiver in ‘05 with 28. Fred Smith, Jr. 

TE —_ Jerome Landry Sr. Talented tandem at tight end. Gabe Ratcliff, Jr. 
LT Troy Kropog So. Started two games last season. Travis Olexa, Fr. 
LG Aryan Barto Jr. Limited playing time so far. John Landa, Fr. 

€ Michael Parenton* _—So. Making the move from right guard. Percy Huff, So. 
RG Donald Madlock Sr. Ex-starter limited by injuries last season. Scott Holt, Jr. 

RT Derek Rogers* Sr. Fighting freshman for his job. Tyler Rice, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 192.8 ypg rushing (10th in C-USA/101st in NCAA), 178.55 ypg passing (2nd/13th), 371.36 ypy total defense (Srd/54th), 31.6 ppg (11th/98th) 


POS STARTER 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Billy Harrison, Sr. 

Frank Morton, Jr. 

Avery Williams, Jr. 
Julian Shives-Sams, So. 
David Kirskey, Fr. 

Evan Lee, So. 


DE Antonio Harris* Jr. 

DT Alvin Johnson* Jr. An 11-game starter in 2005; three sacks. 
DT ‘Taurean Brown* Sr. Making move from end to tackle. 

DE — Sean Carney So. Ready to step into starting lineup. 

LB _ Terrence Peterson Sr. Only six tackles in 2005. 

LB Jordan Ellis So. Started one game last year. 

LB James Dillard So. _Tulane’s most experienced linebacker. 
CB Jeremy Foreman Sr. Ready to be a full-time starter. 

CB Israel Route* Sr. Experienced corner; dangerous returner. 
SS Joe Goosby Jr. Saw valuable playing time as a reserve in '05. 
FS Carlis Jackson Jr. __ Limited playing time last year. 
*Returning starter 


line should be able to play with a two- 
man rotation, led by junior Antonio 
Harris, who played both tackle and 
end last year, and junior tackle Alvin 
Johnson. 

At linebacker, sophomore Jordan Ellis 
started one game last year and sophomore 
James Dillard is the most experienced of 
the bunch, but none of the six players 
competing for starting jobs at three spots 
secured a job in the spring. 

Seniors Israel Route and Jeremy 
Foreman return at the corners after 
Route started 10 games and Foreman 
in 2005. Schumann 


believes he can count on Route and 


started three 
Foreman and sophomore nickelback 
Josh Lumar, but he said the safety posi- 
tions remain up for grabs. 


James McMurchy, Fr. 
Josh Lumar, So. 
Matt Harding, So. 
David Skehan, Jr. 
Louis Thomas, Jr. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


An already painful season took anoth- 
er dark turn when all-conference punter 
Chris Beckman suffered a severe abdomi- 
nal wound in a hunting accident. 

“He looked good in the spring and 
since hunting season doesn’t start until 
November, I know we'll have him for 
September and October,” Scelfo said. 

Now Tulane needs to find a kicker. 
Senior Barrett Pepper has battled injuries 
and played a limited role at punter fol- 
lowing Beckman’s accident, but if he 
doesn't get healthy the Green Wave will 
turn to true freshman Ross Thevenot. 

The expected return of Fred Smith and 
Israel Route gives Tulane two of C-USA’s 
best return specialists. 


— Richard Scott 
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AB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS UAB BLAZERS 


AT A GLANCE 


5-6 overall, 3-5 C-USA (5th, East) 


_ Watson Brown — At UAB: 59-65, 
11 years; overall: 91-143, 21 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


14; 6 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
RB Corey White, SE Norris Drinkard, 


OT Julius Wilson, DE Larry McSwain, 
LB Orlandus King, CB Will Evans 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Blazers have more experience than 
the 14 returning starters suggest. This is 
especially true in the running game, as 
UAB has four capable senior tailbacks and 
an experienced line. There is experience — 
and depth on the defensive line and at 
linebacker. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The passing game is suspect after the loss 
of QB Darrell Hackney and four 

_ top receivers. The kicking game has a lot 
to prove. A brutal September schedule 
includes games at Oklahoma and Georgia, 
as well as a home game vs. 
Mississippi State. 


"QB Darrell Hackney, WR Reggie Lindsey, 
C Matt Batusic, DT Sam Williamson, 
CB Carlos Hendricks, $ Dominique Cosper 


If UAB can find and develop a passing 

game and survive September with its 
health and confidence intact, the Blazers 

should be ready to take on whatever 

Conference USA has to offer, making 

a late run at a bowl berth is possible. 


208 Linoy's SPORTS ANNUALS 


Ready to Surprise ... if Passing Game Comes Together 


With the loss of 10 starters, it’s easy to 
assume the Blazers are starting over after 
a disappointing 5-6 finish in 2005. 

That's not the case as far as coach 
Watson Brown is concerned. With 51 
returning letterwinners, 29 seniors and 
24 players with starting experience, the 
Blazers might be better prepared to con- 
tend for the C-USA East title than they 
were last year. 

“It’s a different team,” Brown said. 

“Almost everyone who will play has 
played already. There's a ton of experience 
coming back, but then there’s two major 
positions where we have inexperience and 
those will be big keys for us.” 

Those positions are quarterback, 
where stalwart Darrell Hackney is gone, 
and receiver, where four experienced 
players are gone. 

With the help of a solid running game, 
defense and special teams, Brown is con- 
vinced UAB will defy preseason expecta- 
tions. 

“It’s a funny team and it’s going to be 
funny to see how people pick us,” Brown 
said. 

“People may pick us down a little bit 
because of Darrell being gone. It’s a team 
people better look out for because by the 
time the conference season really kicks in, 


we could be pretty good.” 


OFFENSE 


Darrell Hackney started for four years 
and set nearly every passing mark in the 
UAB record book, so UAB will become 


more run-oriented without him. 


Still, the Blazers need to find and 
develop a quarterback to give their 
offense balance. 

Senior Chris Williams hasn't played 
much since 2003, when he started three 
games and saw action in seven. 
Sophomore Sam Hunt is a transfer from 
Middle Tennessee who saw limited action 
in six games in 2004. Joe Webb is a tal- 
ented redshirt freshman. 

“T think we're very talented there, but 
how quickly they become good players 
will be the key to this team,” Brown said. 

“Will it take four or five games for 
them to be (good)? Will these kids come 
out and play early? We don’t know that 
because they haven't really played.” 

The Blazers also are starting over at 
receiver. Senior Norris Drinkard moves to 
split end after catching 41 passes as a 
hybrid back-receiver in 2005, but none of 
the other receivers caught more than one 
pass last year. A lot depends on the 
progress of unproven receivers Nick 
Coon, Willie Edwards, Sylvester Mencer 
and Steven Brown. 

“We feel like, talent-wise, we might be 
as good or even a step up,” offensive coor- 
dinator Pat Sullivan said. “They just 
haven't played a lot.” 

The Blazers don't have those concerns 
at tailback with the return of power backs 
Corey White and Dan Burks, plus scat- 
backs Trey Cheney and Marculus Elliott. 
Those are four seniors who each have 
gained 100 yards in a game. 

The only concern on a line with four 


returning starters is at center, where the 
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Blazers must replace three-year starter 
Matt Batusic. The spring improvement 
of junior guard Alan Leon made it pos- 
sible for junior guard Adam Truitt to 
move to center. 


DEFENSE 


Brown fired coordinator Wayne Bolt 
and promoted longtime UAB assistant 
Rick Christophel, who plans to simplify 
the defense to take better advantage of 
UAB’s speed and experience. 

“We're trying to do a better job of tak- 
ing better advantage of the things we do 
best,” Christophel said. 

The defense is best at end, where sen- 
ior Larry McSwain is a candidate for the 
Conference USA Defensive Player of the 
Year award. The return of three other 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 142.5 ypg rushing (6th in CUSA/64th NCAA), 292.1 ypy passing (2nd/11th), 434.6 ypg total offense (2nd/21st), 27.91 ppg (6th/52nd) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Chris Williams Sr. Who will fill Darrell Hackney’s big shoes? Sam Hunt, So. 

RB Corey White” Sr. Big back rushed for team-high 632 yards in '05. Dan Burks, Sr. 

WR Norris Drinkard* Sr. A versatile weapon as a receiver and runner. Willie Edwards, Jr. 
WR Nick Coon Sr. Total receiving output from 05: one catch, 8 yards. Sylvester Mencer, So. 
WR Steven Brown So. Talented inside receiver, but still raw. Gershom Bigham, Fr. 
TE David Sigler Jr. Another Blazer who had just one reception in 2005. Jordan Erwin, Sr. 

LT Cornelius Rogers* Sr. Solid three-year starter. Patrick Swoopes, Fr. 
LG Quinton Harris Sr. Sat out this spring because of academics. Jamarius Dismuke, Jr. 
€ Adam Truitt* Jr. Making the move from right guard. Jake Seitz, Fr. 

RG Alan Leon Jt. Pushing for starting job after a big spring. Tommie Keys, Sr. 

RT —_ Julius Wilson” Sr. Solid all-conference candidate. Willie Thompson, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 148.1 ypg rushing (3rd in C-USA/S9th NCAA), 224.7 ypg passing (7th/70th), 372.8 ypy total defense (4th/S6th), 24.0 ppg (4th/49th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Larry McSwain* Sr. Dangerous pass rusher/playmaker; four sacks in '05. Kyle Bissinger, Sr. 
DT  Jerrickus Speights Jr. © Made move from end in spring ball. Tez Doolittle, So. 
NT Clarence Respress Sr. Ready to replace brother Earnest in lineup. Jason Hamlin, Jr. 
DE Jermaine McElveen Sr. — Must stay healthy to realize potential. David Miller, Sr.* 
LB Marcus Mark* Sr. Made 26 tackles last season, with a forced fumble. Gerod Condry, Jr. 
LB Mastaki Smith* Sr. Active player in the middle; 60 tackles last year. Kris Guyton, So. 
LB Orlandus King* Sr.  Team-best 85 tackles ... and much-improved in spring. Joe Henderson, So. 
CB Will Evans Sr. Three-game starter in 2005. Darrell Fuqua, Jr. 
CB Carnell Williams” Jr Came on strong late last season. Kevin Sanders, So. 
SS Chris Felder Sr. Locked in a battle for the starting job. Carl Johnson, Jr. 
FS Brandon Register Sr. Another competitive battle in the secondary. Will Dunbar, Jr. 
“Returning starter 

experienced ends — seniors Jermaine Register and Will Dunbar. 


McElveen, Kyle Bissinger and David 
Miller — means opponents won't be able 
to focus all their attention on McSwain. 

UAB lost three solid contributors at 
tackle and noseguard, but the return of 
Clarence Respress, Tony Haynes-Dalton 
and Jason Hamlin — and the decision to 
move Brandon Jeffries and Jerrickus 
Speights from end — should make the 
Blazers more than adequate inside. 

Seniors Mastaki Smith, Orlandus King 
and Marcus Mark are back as starting 
linebackers, and the top three backups 
return as well. 

In the secondary, nine of the top 10 
players have played, led by cornerbacks 
Will Evans, Kevin Sanders and Carnell 


Williams and free safeties Brandon 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Parker Mullins is back after 
kicking and punting last year, but Brown 
said every area of the kicking game could 
have been better, so every job is wide 
open. Sophomore Swayze Waters is push- 
ing Mullins for both jobs. 

“We weren't as good in the special 
teams as we have been here,” Brown said. 
“We've always been very strong in special 
teams. We've always been good on blocks 
and returns, but that fell off a little bit, 
too. That’s going to change.” 

The only significant player who must 
be replaced in the return game is punt 
returner Reggie Lindsey. 

— Richard Scott 
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KNIGHTS CENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KNIGHTS C 


(AT A GLANCE 


| 8-5 overall, 7-1 Conference USA (1st, East) 


| George O'Leary — At UCF: 8-16, 2 years; 
| overall: 60-49, 9 years 


| 


18; 9 offense, 8 defense, punter 


TB Kevin Smith, QB Steven Moffett, 
| CB Joe Burnett, SS Jason Venson, 
CB Johnell Neal 


"PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offensive line returns the entire two- 
deep from the Hawaii Bowl, and QB 
Steven Moffett and RB Kevin Smith have 
proven to be plenty capable in Conference 
| USA. Defensively, the Knights appear 
strong at linebacker and in the secondary. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The receiving corps faces some rebuilding 
_ with senior Mike Walker coming off knee 
surgery. Linebacker is unsettled with the 
injury to Steven Baker. The defensive 
front will have to make up for DE Paul 
Carrington’s lost production (nine sacks, 
12.5 tackles for loss) by committee. 


WR Brandon Marshall, TE Darcy Johnson, 
DE Paul Carrington, LB James Cook, 
__ DT Frisner Nelson 


After engineering the fourth biggest turm- 
around in college football history — from 
0-11 in 2004 to 8-5 and a bowl trip in 
2005 — the Golden Knights won't be able 
to sneak up on anybody this fall. There 
are enough returning pieces in place to 
expect another bowl season and C-USA 
title run; league openers against Southern 
Miss and Marshall could tell the tale. 


Surprising Season Brings a New Challenge 


OFFENSE 


The Knights replace only five position 
starters, but coach George O’Leary notes 
the lost seniors played a major role last 
season as Central Florida became just the 
seventh team in history to go from no 
wins one season to a bowl the next. 

Now one of O'Leary's biggest con- 
cerns is — you ready for this? — over- 
confidence. 

“We were very lucky last year to win 
some games in the fourth quarter and 
those games could have gone either way,” 
O'Leary said. “Right now, I am very con- 
cerned about some of our players think- 
ing they are a lot better than they are.” 

But with 18 returning starters — nine 
on offense — expectations are high. 

Although two of the top three receivers 
— Brandon Marshall and Darcy Johnson 
— must be replaced, there is still consid- 
erable firepower. 

Heading the list is quarterback 
Steven Moffett, who completed just 
under 60 percent of his passes while 
throwing for 22 touchdowns with nine 
interceptions in 2005. 

Top rusher Kevin Smith (1,178 yards) 
was Conference USA Freshman of the 
Year last season, but there isn't any real 
experience behind him. Redshirt fresh- 
man Shane Smith will see time, along 
with senior Dontavius Wilcox. 

Senior Mike Walker (64 catches), who 
is recovering from knee surgery, and 
sophomore Rocky Ross (17) are the top 
Willie 


Thornton also figures in the picture. 


returning receivers. Junior 
§ 
All five starters on the offensive line 


return, 


DEFENSE 


UCF lost three key defensive players — 
Frisner Nelson at tackle, Paul Carrington 
at end and James Cook at linebacker. 
Also, a spring injury left Steven Baker, 
moved from wideout to linebacker before 
the Hawaii Bowl, in limbo for 2006. 

Senior end Chris Welsh takes over the 
leadership up front, with 310-pound 
tackle Bryan Gabourel beside him. Junior 
Leger Douzable, sophomore Antonio 
Wallace and senior Kareem Reid likely 
will compete for time in the fall. 

The loss of Baker, who entered the 
spring No. 1 on the depth chart, will hurt 
at linebacker, where the Knights return 
two starters — sophomore Jordan 
Richards and senior Ronnell Sandy. 
Sophomore Corey Hogue and redshirt 
freshman Alex Thompson also figure in. 

The secondary is set with sophomore 
Jason Venson, the leading tackler last sea- 
son, at strong safety, junior Renford 
Parkes at free safety and sophomores 
Johnell Neal and Joe Burnett at the cor- 
ners. All are returning starters. 

Burnett, selected all-conference on 
defense and as a punt returner, had five 
interceptions. Venson had three to match 
Travonti Johnson, another returnee. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Senior Aaron Horne has handled the 
punting for the past two seasons, but the 
Knights are looking for a new place-kicker. 

O'Leary is taking a special interest in the 
competition between juniors Michael Torres 
and Nick Beucher after a missed PAT in 
overtime cost the Knights a 49-48 decision 
to Nevada in last season’s bowl game. 


— Paul Borden 
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( LOUISVILLE 


/ 9-3 overall, 5-2 Big East (2nd) 


COACH 


| Bobby Petrino — At Louisville and over- 
| all: 29-8, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
j 19; 8 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| QB Brian Brohm, RB Michael Bush, 
| TE Gary Barnidge, K Art Carmody, 

| WR Mario Urrutia, DT Amobi Okoye, 
| LB Nate Harris 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


| Brian Brohm and RB Michael Bush will 

_ each challenge for Big East Offensive 

| Player of the Year honors (just like their 

) counterparts at West Virginia). The 
offense should fly, and the defense has 

) enough experience to expect it to be 


| capable as well. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Cardinals lost league defensive player 
| of the year and consensus All-American 
| Elvis Dumervil from the defensive front, 
| and three starters from a productive 
| offensive line. But if senior DT Amobi 
Okoye develops into the dominating play- 
_ er predicted of him, the defensive line 
| could offset its losses. 


KEY LOSSES 
_ DL Elvis Dumervil, DL Montavious Stanley, 


| WR Joshua Tinch, 0G Jason Spitz, OT 
| Travis Leffew, WR Montrell Jones 


|| The Cardinals, behind one of 

{ the nation’s top offenses, will make 

| another run at the Big East title and a 

_ BCS game. They took league champion 

| West Virginia to three overtimes last year 
{ on the road before losing, 46-44. This sea- 
! son, Louisville plays host to West Virginia 
| on Nov. 2 in a game that should decide 

| this year’s title. 

j 
) 


After Impressive Debut, Cards Eye Big East Title 


As first impressions go, Louisville did 
quite well. 

Making the jump last season from 
Conference USA to the Big East, the 
Cardinals not only made a run at the 
league title — finishing second to West 
Virginia — but produced the conference's 
offensive and defensive players of the year. 

And Louisville again should push West 
Virginia for the league title. 

The Cardinals return quarterback 
Brian Brohm, who suffered a torn ACL 
late last season and missed the spring. 
Brohm, held out of spring as a precaution, 
passed for 2,883 yards and 19 touch- 
downs en route to winning the league’s 
Offensive Player of the Year award. 

Louisville also welcomes back Michael 
Bush, who rushed for 1,143 yards and 23 
touchdowns. Bush, who led the nation 
with an average of 14.4 points per game, 
opted to return rather than declare for the 
NEL draft. 

Coach Bobby Petrino has had a remark- 
able three seasons at Louisville, leading the 
Cardinals to 29 wins, a C-USA title and a 
No. 6 ranking, the highest in the program's 
history. A Big East title would move 
Louisville where Petrino wants: on the 


verge of contending for a national title. 


OFFENSE 


Brian Brohm and Michael Bush pro- 
vide a solid foundation for an offense that 
was among the nation’s most productive. 

Brohm ranked second in the country 
in passing efficiency, completing 69 per- 
cent of his throws with only five intercep- 


tions in 301 attempts. He has 25 career 


TD passes and seven interceptions. 

Bush has rushed for 2,380 yards and 
36 touchdowns in his career. Strong and 
powerful at 6-4 and 250 pounds, Bush 
set a school record with 23 rushing 
touchdowns last season and scored at 
least two touchdowns in nine of the 10 
games in which he played. 

What will make Brohm even more 
effective is the experience gained by 6-6 
receiver Mario Urrutia. Urrutia, a sopho- 
more, developed into a big-play receiver 
last season, catching 37 passes for 797 
yards, an average of 21.5 yards. Urrutia 
earned a spot on the Big East second team. 

Junior Harry Douglas has big-play 
potential, too, averaging 16.9 yards per 
reception. A trio of transfers is also 
expected to contribute. Junior Patrick 
Carter, an athletic receiver with break- 
away speed, comes from Georgia Tech. 
Sophomore Chris Vaughn, a tough, phys- 
ical wideout, joins the Cards from Notre 
Dame. Sophomore Corey Thompson 
comes from Duke, where he was known 
for his speed. 

Tight end Gary Barnidge is developing 
into a key option. Barnidge, a junior, 
caught a career-best 17 passes for 240 
yards last season. 

The line is anchored by center Eric 
Wood, a freshman All-American last sea- 
son, and guard Kurt Quarterman, a two- 
year starter who should challenge for 
postseason league honors. The other posi- 


tions will feature new starters. 


DEFENSE 


Nine starters return, but for the 
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Cardinals to be successful, they'll have to 
find replacements up front for Elvis 
Dumervil and Montavious Stanley. 

Dumervil was the nation’s leader in 
sacks with 20. An All-American defen- 
sive end, he also had 23 tackles for loss- 
es and forced an astounding 11 fum- 
bles. Stanley had 10 tackles for losses 
and 5.5 sacks. 

Dumervil’s job likely will go to Zach 
Anderson, previously known for his phys- 
ical play and run-stopping ability. 
Anderson (6-4, 268 pounds) impressed in 
the spring with the speed necessary to 
come off the edge. 

The Cardinals appear solid at line- 
backer, with returning starters Nate 
Harris and Abe Brown. Harris had a 
strong finish, ranking second on the team 
in tackles and recording two sacks in the 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 188.5 ypg rushing (3rd in Big East/30th NCAA), 293.6 passing (1st/13th), 482.1 total offense (1st/Sth), 43.4 ppg (1st/3rd) 


POS STARTER YR 
QB Brian Brohm* Jr. 
RB Michael Bush* Sr. 
FB Deriontae Taylor* Sr. 
WR Mario Urrutia® So. 
Harry Douglas* Jt. 
TE — Gary Barnidge* So, 
LT Marcel Benson Jr. 
LG Danny Barlowe Jr. 
C Eric Wood* So. 
RG Kurt Quarterman* — Sr. 
RT — Renardo Foster Sr. 


COMMENT 


“Returning starter 


Big East Offensive POY; only 5 INTS in 301 attempts. 
After 1,143 yards rushing and 23 TDs, resisted NFL urge. 
Stabilized position a year ago with solid blocking skills. 
Second-team All-Big East; team’s leading returning WR. 
16.9 yards per catch last year; 27 catches, 457 yards. 
Solid pass-catcher has 24 career receptions for 325 yards. 
Taking over for four-year starter Travis Leffew. 

A hard worker, Barlowe saw limited time in 2005. 
Athletic lineman; started 12 games as freshman. 

An adept pass blocker, he also has scored three TDs. 
Moving into spot held by Jeremy Darveau for two years. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Hunter Cantwell, So. 
Kolby Smith, Sr. 

Joe Tronzo, Fr. 

Scott Long, Fr. 

Chris Vaughn, So. 
Scott Kuhn, Jr. 

Breno Giacomini, Jr. 
George Bussey, So. 
Michael Sturgeon, Sr. 
Devon May, dr. 
Marcus Gordon, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 114 ypg rushing (2nd in Big East/21st NCAA), 210 passing (6th/46th), 324 total defense (4th/23rd), 23.8 ppg (5th/47th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 
DE Zach Anderson Sr. 
DT Adrian Grady* So. 
DT — Amobi Okoye* Sr. 


Played in 12 games; had 5.5 TFLs and 2.5 sacks. 
Started two games last season; is effective run-stopper. 
Recovered three fumbles and had four tackles for loss, 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Maurice Mitchell, So. 
Willie Williams, Jr. 
Earl Heyman, So. 


DE Brandon Cox Jr. Appeared in 21 games past two seasons, but no starts, Jonathan Holston, Fr. 
LB Malik Jackson* Jr. Has made steady progress; poised to win spot. Terrance Butler, Jr. 
LB Nate Harris* Sr. Had five sacks and 6.5 TFLs in last two games. Lamar Myles, So. 

LB Abe Brown* Sr. In 33 games, Brown has 19 starts and 115 stops. Preston Smith, Jr. 


CB Rod Council’ So. 
CB William Gay’ Sr. 
SS Jonathan Russell* So. 
FS Brandon Sharp* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


bowl loss to Virginia Tech. Brown also 
finished strong with 10 tackles in the 
bowl game. 

The secondary, always a strength at 
Louisville, returns four starters. Senior 
William Gay, a two-year starter at corner- 
back, will be joined by sophomore cor- 


Rod Council 
Brandon Sharp and Jon Russell. 


nerback and safeties 

Council started as a freshman and dis- 
played the ability to be a big-play defend- 
er. He had 4.5 tackles for losses, a fumble 
recovery and an interception while start- 
ing 11 games. 

Sharp, a senior free safety, also started 
as a freshman. Sharp is coming off a 
career-best season, one in which he made 
48 tackles and had a key interception in 
the end zone to preserve a victory over 
Cincinnati. 


Earned starting job as freshman; had 4.5 TFLs. 
Starter for most of career; has deflected 15 passes, 
Still developing into a great player. 

Enters second year as starter; 70 career tackles. 


Gavin Smart, Sr. 
Bobby Buchanan, So, 
Deon Palmer, Fr. 
Richard Raglin, Sr. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Louisville will have one of the better 
kicking games in the conference. 

Art Caromdy will shatter every kicking 
record in school history. He hit 14 of 16 
field goals last season, entering this season 
having converted 13 consecutive. In his 
career, Carmody has made 17 of 19 from 
30 yards or more, including 6 of 6 from 
40 to 49 yards. 

Punter Todd Flannery averaged 40.9 
yards per attempt. Montrell Jones, who 
averaged a solid 10.4 yards per punt 
return, must be replaced. Sophomore 
Elijah Daniel and junior Patrick Carter 
will be the leading candidates to step in 


for Jones. 


— Phil Stukenborg 
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CARDINALS RECRUITING 2006 


games... 


ADAMS, Jeffrey 
Rivals.com rated No. 54 offensive tackle nationally and No. 11 player in Kentucky... 
Western Kentucky Conference... Had 33 solo tackles, 81 assists, 44 tackles for loss, 15 fumbles caused and five fum- 
bles recovered during final two seasons 


ALLEN, Anthony 
Ranked No. 29 running back nationally by Rivals.com... Three-year starter at running back and middle linebacker... As 
a senior, had 1,151 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns... 
downs as a junior. 


36 receptions for 723 yards and seven touchdowns. .. 


er in Florida by the Orlando Sentinel... 
quarterback sack. 


CULPEPPER, Demetrius DE 6-4, 230 


Benjamin Russell 
Ranked No. 35 defensive end nationally by Rivals.com... As a junior, had 74 tackles and 23 sacks. 


Enrolled for spring semester. 


Team captain... Three-year starter... 
two sacks and eight interceptions... Had 35 receptions. 


Hometown 


OLDL 6-8, 320 Cadiz 


RB 6-0, 228 


BAKER, Jeremy DUOL 6-5, 358 Riviera Beach, FL 
Second-team All-State on offense... All-County on defense... Team captain... 
Had 30 tackles and eight sacks as a senior. 


CHICHESTER, Josh WR 6-8, 210 West Chester, OH 
Ranked No. 36 wide receiver nationally and No. 17 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... Three-year starter... As a senior, had 
Had 27 receptions for 603 yards and 11 touchdowns as a junior. 


CROWELL, Kareem ODT/OT 6-4, 310 Tallahassee, FL 
Rivals.com rated No. 22 defensive tackle nationally and No. 4 tackle and No. 42 player in Florida... Ranked No. 39 play- 
Had 59 tackles and five sacks as a senior. 


FRANCIS, Emanuel ATH 6-3, 195 Tallahassee, FL 

.. Rivals.com rated No. 18 quarterback nationally... 
onships... Had 1,800 yards passing and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 
As a junior, had 1,400 yards passing. 


GNAT, Rodney DEOLB 6-3, 240 Jacksonville, FL 
Ranked No. 32 defensive end nationally by Rivals.com... Second-team All-League... 
had 70 tackles and seven sacks... Had 50 tackles and 10 sacks as a junior, 


HAWKINS, Josh OT 6-7, 330 Greenville, AL 
Enrolled for spring semester... Three-year starter... Played offensive tackle and noseguard... Had 55 tackles as a sen- 
ior... Graded 80 percent or higher on blocking assignments in all 10 games. 


HERNANDEZ, Hector OL 6-5, 275 Naples, FL 
Second-team All-State... Graded out in the top 10 at the Miami Training Camp last summer... As a junior, competed in 
wrestling, with only loss at heavyweight to state champion. 


Tampa, FL 


Made 84 tackles... 


Had 1,491 yards rushing and 21 touch- 


Four-year starter... Started 43 straight 


. As a junior, had 59 tackles and one 


HEATH, Brandon $ 6-1, 195 West Palm Beach, FL 


Scoot 


Trigg County 
Courier Journal All-State... All- 


KESSLING, Ryan OL 


MEAGHER, Zach TE 


Jesuit 


NOCHTA, Peter TE/DE 


Palm Beach Lakes 
ter and forward for the basketball team 


PASCLEY, Troy WRIFS 


Lakota West 


PATRICK, Johnny = WRICB 


Godby 
touchdowns. 


SOWELL, Eugene = RB/LB 


Alexander City, AL 
1,058 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns. 


Godby All-State... All-County... Two-year starter 
Led team to two district champi- 


. Had 400 yards rushing and 10 touchdowns... THOMAS, Latarrius WR 6-2, 205 


Wolfson touchdowns, 
Three-year starter... As a senior, 


Palm Beach Lakes News rated No. 8 player on Alabama Super Senior list... 
Orlando Sentinel rated No. 4 player in Florida... Two-time All-State. .. Palm Beach County Defensive Player of the Year. .. 120... Three-year starter... Had 125 career tackles and 25 sacks... 
As a senior, had 72 tackles, averaging six tackles per game, three tackles for loss, 


Naples as a junior. 


6-5, 275 
Enrolled for spring semester... Third-team All-State. 
ments and had 29 pancake blocks as a senior 


6-4, 248 


6-5, 240 
Ranked No. 18 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com... 
yards passing and one touchdown... Had 217 yards rushing and two touchdowns... Four-year letterman... Played cen- 


6-2, 185 


6-0, 175 
Ranked No. 99 player in Florida by Rivals.com... 


6-0, 220 


THOMAS, Conrad == OL 6-6, 330 


WALKER, L.T. DL 6-4, 320 
Rivals.com rated No. 62 defensive tackle nationally and No. 1 defensive tackle and No. 8 player in Arkansas... All- 
Greenville Conference... Helped team to state championship... As a senior, had 64 tackles and five sacks. 


WHITEHEAD, DeantwanDE 6-6, 245 
Ranked No. 8 defensive end and No, 52 player nationally and No. 3 ptayer in Alabama by Rivals.com... Birmingham 
Ranked No. 17 player on Mobile Register Super Southeast 


WIMSATT, Tyler RBILB 6-1, 230 
Rivals.com rated No. 9 player in Kentucky 


Homerown Scuoot 


HENDERSON, Aundre DE 6-4, 285 Louisville Manual tain... Had more than 1,500 all-purpose yards as a senior. 
Ranked No. 19 detensive tackle nationally and No. 1 defensive tackle and No. 2 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com... Four- 
year starter... Had 40 tackles and five sacks as a Senior... As a junior, had 45 tackles and seven sacks. WOLFE, Tyler QB 6-5, 198 Baton Rouge, LA Central 


All-District... Two-year starter... As a senior, had 2,250 yards passing and 22 touchdowns... Threw for 10 touchdowns 


Tallahassee, FL 
Two-year starter... Graded over 80 percent on blocking assign- 
As a junior, had 26 pancake blocks. 


Cincinnati, OH 
Rivals.com rated No. 21 tight end nationally and No. 2 tight end and No. 16 player in Ohio... All-State... Had 34 career 
receptions for 660 yards... As a senior, had 17 receptions for 240 yards and four touchdowns. 


Lexington 
Team captain... 


Alliance, OH 
Rivals.com rated No. 33 player in Ohio... All-Northeastern Ohio... As a senior, had 34 receptions for 881 yards and 10 
touchdowns... Had 231 yards rushing on 10 carries. 


Deland, FL 
Had 820 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns on 82 carries as a sen- 
ior... Had 19 receptions for 312 yards and two touchdowns... As a junior, had 23 receptions for 471 yards and nine 


Birmingham, AL 
Rivals.com rated No. 44 linebacker nationally and No. 3 linebacker and No. 22 player in Alabama... As a junior, had 


Douglasville, GA Douglas County 
. Threw discus and shot put for the track team. 
New Smyrna Beach, FL New Smyrna Beach 


Ranked No. 67 wide receiver nationally and No. 13 wide receiver in Florida by Rivals.com... Two-year starter... Had 35 


receptions for 500 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior... As a junior, had 32 receptions for 525 yards and nine 


Wynne, AR Wynne 


Birmingham, AL West End 


Owensboro Owensboro 
Courier Journal honorable mention All-State... All-District... Team cap- 


Chiles 


Glen Este 


Tates Creek 
Had 850 all-purpose yards as a senior... Had 205 


Alliance 


Deland 


Shades Valley 


Had 78 tackles and nine sacks as a senior. 


A LOOK AT THE CARDINALS 


Results 
(5-3, 5-2) 
Ww at Kentucky 31-24 
Ww Oregon State 63-27 
L at South Florida = 14-45 
W Florida Atlantic = 61-10 
W North Carolina = 69-14 
“Lat West Virginia 307 44-46 
Ww at Cincinnati 46-22 
w Pittsburgh 42-20 
Ww Rutgers 56-5 
WwW Syracuse 41-17 
W at Connecticut 30-20 
Gator Bowl Sa 
“L ws. Virginia Tech = 24-35 
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Ynadividual Stats 
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PASSING 


Name Att Comp Yards Pct TD Int 
Brahm 301 207 2883 688 19 5 
Cantwell fs 99° '640 53:4) 5) 4 


RUSH ING 


Name No Yards Avg lg 1D 
Bush 205) 143" 56° 73" 23 
Stripling 79° +621 ion VBaN <7: 
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DEF, LEADERS 


Tackles: Johnson 72, Harris 66, Dumervil 65 
Interceptions: Johnson 2, Russell 2 

Sacks; Dumervil 20, Harris 7, Stanley 5.5 

Tackles for loss: Dumervil 23, Harris 11.5, Stanley 10 


Schedule 

“Sept. 2 Kentucky — 
Sept. 9 at Temple 
Sept. 16 Miami (Fla.) 
"Sept. 23 — at Kansas State 
Oct. 6 Middle Tennessee 
Oct. 14 Cincinnati — 
Oct. 21 at Syracuse 
Nov. 2 West Virginia — 
Nov. 9 at Rutgers 
Nov. 18 South Florida — 
“Nov. 25 at Pittsburgh — 
“Dec. 2 Connecticut 
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Picking the Sun Belt 


With League Parity, Everyone is Feeling the Heat 


ow that North Texas’ stranglehold 

N: the Sun Belt Conference is over, 
every team in the league can feel like a 
legitimate contender. 

The fact that three teams — Arkansas 
State, Louisiana-Lafayette and Louisiana- 
Monroe — tied for the championship last 
season is proof enough. Furthermore, the rest 
of the conference wasn’t that far behind. 

Middle Tennessee (3-4 and tied for fourth) 
whipped Arkansas State, which represented 
the league in the New Orleans Bowl, while 
newcomer Florida International won four of 
its last five games. 

Troy and Florida Atlantic, which com- 
bined to win 16 games the previous year, 
took a step backward, but both should 
rebound in 2006. 

And then there was North Texas, which 
slipped to 2-5 and finished in a tie for last 
in the conference. However, the Mean 


Green’s five conference losses were by a 


The 2006 season figures to be the most 
intriguing in the Sun Belt Conference's brief 
six-year history. 

Louisiana-Lafayette was the hottest team 
at season’s end as the Ragin’ Cajuns won their 
last five games. 

Considering the talent Louisiana-Lafayette 
returns (16 starters), coupled with the 
league's most favorable home conference 
schedule, the Ragin’ Cajuns have to be con- 
sidered the team to beat. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns feature the Sun Belt’s 
best dual-threat quarterback in senior Jerry 
Babb, the league’s top returning rusher in 
sophomore Tyrell Fenroy and the best offen- 
sive lineman in senior tackle Brandon Cox. 

The defense returms eight starters and was 
a key reason why Louisiana-Lafayette closed 
out the season with five consecutive victories. 

There will be plenty of competition right 
behind Louisiana-Lafayette. 

Arkansas State, despite key losses on the 


the mix, while Louisiana-Monroe continues 
to get better every season under coach 
Charlie Weatherbie. 

Troy, which slipped to 4-7 overall last sea- 
son, almost certainly will be improved. 

Middle Tennessee, which fired coach Andy 
McCollum after last year’s 4-7 record, hopes 
first-year coach Rick Stockstill will get more 
consistency — and more offense — out of 
his players. 

The Blue Raiders were good enough to beat 
Vanderbilt (which was 4-0 at the time) and 
its 45-7 whipping of Arkansas State proved 
they had the 
Disappointing home losses eventually led to 


talent to contend. 
their demise. 

Florida International lost 27 players and 
will be in something of a rebuilding mode, 
while Florida Atlantic hopes to bounce back 
from a two-win season. There is good, young 
talent at both places, so these programs 


probably won't be down for long. 


combined 21 points. offensive side of the ball, will certainly be in — Monte Hale 
Sun Belt Conference Picks 
Good news Bad news Our call 
1. LA. Lafayette ( Gajuns won last five games in 05 and WRs are something of a question; run With the most favorable home league sched- 
so 4 have Sun Belt’s best talent. defense must continue to improve, ule, Cajuns should win first Sun Belt title. 


2. Troy 


sive line needs to improve. 


(JC transfer QB Omar Haugabook will High-quality players gone on defense; offen- Troy slipped to 4-7 last year; coach Larry ‘ 


flourish in new wide-open attack. 


Blakeney doesn’t stay down for long. 


3. North Texas 17 Starters return, including 2004.NCAA Can the Mean Green get more out of the This year, North Texas wins close games and 


rushing champ Jamario Thomas. 


quarterback position? 


contends for the championship. 


U. Arkansas St, ( Defense is sound, and both lines of The QB position is a question mark, and the Too many backfield questions probably pre- 


scrimmage are excellent and deep. 


tailback situation is worse. 


clude back-to-back titles. 


5. LA. Monroe Winning mindset is taking hold; nick- Two big losses: QB Steven Jyles and WR Tough to peg. Enough talent to contend, but =» 


___ name changed to Warhawks. 


Drouzon Quillen. 


QB makes everything uncertain. 


6. Florida Int'l Panthers have some special players and 
_are loaded at the skill positions. 


7. Middle Tenn. 


8. Florida Atl. bulk of | 


oach Rick Stockstill inherits BI 
A co away. __a tough road conference schedule. 


FIU lost 27 players that were part of 
program's first-ever signing class. 


"Blue Raiders are weak at WR and face. 


/FAU needs to identify a quarterback and get 
ch. _ more from the defensive line, 7 


Up-and-coming talent could have the Panthers 
in top half of conference. 


MTSU can compete on any given week .., but 
‘probably not every week. 


If younger players progress, Owls could be 
‘more of a factor in Sun Belt race. 
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Lindy’s 2006 


All-Sun Belt Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 


= 


| 0B 


| RB 
RB 


Jerry Babb 
Jamario Thomas 
Tyrell Fenroy 


WR Johnny Quinn 


TE 
C 
OL 
OL 

y 


Se 


OL 
OL 
| AP 


Samuel Smith 
Tanner Jenkins 
Brandon Cox 
Germayle Franklin 
Dylan Lineberry 
Jesse Newman 
Eugene Gross 


Sr. UL-Lafayette 
Jr North Texas 
So. UL-Lafayette 


WR Chandler Williams Sr. FIU 


Sr. North Texas 
Sr FIU 
Sr. Arkansas State 
Sr. UL-Lafayette 
Sr. Middle Tenn. 
Sr. North Texas 
Jr. UL-Lafayette 
Sr. Middle Tenn. 


| PK Greg Whibbs Jr. Troy 
DEFENSE - First Tear 


i 


= 
VOUDOFTFTrovTTCSg 
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Antwan Barnes 
Jeremiah Chapman 
Brian Flagg 

Tony Hills 
Keyonvis Bouie 
J.K. Sabb 

Phillip Graves 
Tyrell Johnson 
Chaz Williams 
Aaron Weathers 
Bradley Robinson 
Colby Smith 


Josh Padrick 
Calvin Dawson 
Charles Pierre 
Eugene Hampton 
Levi Dejohnette 
Stephen Chicola 
Brent Gregston 
Kyle Cunningham 
Matt Mandich 
Nello Faulk 

Joel Foster 

Gary Banks 
Colby Smith 


Sr. FIU 
dr. North Texas 
Jr. Arkansas State 
Sr. UL-Lafayette 
Sr. FIU 
Sr. Middle Tenn. 
Sr. North Texas 
Jr. Arkansas State 
dr. LA-Monroe 
Jr. North Texas 
Jr. Middle Tenn. 
Sr. Middle Tenn. 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


Sr. FIU 
Jr. UL-Monroe 
So. FAU 
Sr. Troy 


Jr. Arkansas State 
Jr. Middle Tenn. 
Jr. UL-Monroe 
Jr. UL-Monroe 
So. Arkansas State 


Sr. FAU 
Sr. North Texas 
Jur. Troy 


Sr. Middle Tenn. 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


Josh Jenkins 
Erik Walden 
Sky Pruitt 
Venson Jones 
Josh Williams 
Devrett Wade 
Maurice Holman 
Kevin Payne 
Khayyam Burns 
Michael Adams 
Kris Bartels 
Brit Framel 


Sr. FAU 
Jr. Middle Tenn. 
Sr __ North Texas 
dr. FAU 
Jr. Arkansas State 
Sr. Arkansas State 
Jr North Texas 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
Jr. Arkansas State 
Sr. UL-Lafayette 
Jr. FAU 
Sr UL-Lafayette 
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TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


10. Stephen Chicola TE dr. 


2. Samuel Smith FU 


J 


Bou! Connection 


Champion 


Fla. International at Middle Tennessee 
UL-Lafayette at LSU 

North Texas at Texas 

Troy at Florida State 

Louisville at Middle Tennessee 
Arkansas State at Memphis 
UL-Monroe at Troy 

North Texas at Arkansas State 

North Texas at Troy 

UL-Lafayette at Troy 

North Texas at UL-Lafayette 
Arkansas State at UL-Lafayette 

North Texas at UL-Monroe 

Florida Atlantic at Florida International 
UL-Monroe at UL-Lafayette 


New Orleans Bowl vs. C-USA 


a — 


1. Jamario Thomas 


. North Texas  Struggled with hamstring in 2005; led nation in rushing in ’04, 
Caught 35 passes last year; scouts love his size (6-3, 253) 
 UL-Latayette 
4, Josh Williams . Arkansas State 
5, Tyrell Fenroy . UL-Lafayette 
6, Keyonvis Boule . AU 
7, Chaz Williams - UL-Monroe 
8. Johnny Quinn = WRIKR Sr. North Texas 
9, Chandler Williams WR = Sr. FIU 


Middle Tenn. 


Good size (6-7, 300), foot speed and quickness. 

Dismissed from team last year; his return will boost the defense. 
Rushed for more than 1,000 yards as a true freshman in 2006, 
Led the Sun Belt with 118 tackles in 2005. 

Tied for the Sun Belt lead with five interceptions in 2005. 
Versatile athlete who has put up big numbers every season. 
Leading returning receiver in the Sun Belt (66 receptions) 
Caught 29 passes in '05: will be a focal point of offense in 2006. 


Most Offensive Defensive Newcomer 
Valuable Player of the Player of the of the 
Player Year Year Year 
Jerry Babb, Jamario Thomas, Keyonvis Bouie, Omar Haugabook, 
QB, UL-Lafayette RB, North Texas LB, FIU QB, Troy 


Toughest to Bring Down 
Best Hands Johnny Quinn, WR North Texas 


Most Accurate Passer Clint Marks, QB Middle Tennessee 
Strongest Arm Josh Padrick, QB Fla. International 
Best Scrambler Jerry Babb, QB UL-Lafayette 


Coolest in the Clutch Jerry Babb, QB UL-Lafayette 
Jamario Thomas, RB North Texas 


Chandler Williams, WR Fla. International 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat 


Best Pass Blocker Brandon Cox, OT UL-Lafayette 
Best Run Blocker Dylan Lineberry, OG North Texas 


Fla. International 
UL-Monroe 
Troy 


Antwan Barnes, DE 
Chaz Williams, CB 
Leodis McKelvin, DB/KR 


Best Pass Rusher 
Best Coverage Man 
Special Teams Demon 
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1" ARKANSAS STATE = 


| AT A GLANCE 


2005 
| 6-6 overall, 5-2 Sun Belt (1st) 


eee emereoeeet 


fl 
| Steve Roberts — At ASU: 20-28, 4 years; 
| overall: 69-61-1, 12 years 


, RETURNING STARTERS 


| 15; 6 offense, 9 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


SS Tyrell Johnson, FS Khayyam Burns, 
' LB Devrett Wade, C Tanner Jenkins, 

_ OT Matt Mandich, FB Oren O'Neal 

i 


i 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


_ The Indians are deeper and more experi- 

| enced at many spots on the roster than 

) last season, especially along both lines. 

_ There are plenty of experienced reserves 
to go with the returning starters on 
defense, which has the best safety duo in 

| the Sun Belt. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


_ New starters in the offensive backfield 
cause concern that the offense won't be 

i as productive as last season. Lingering 

| health issues might pop up, considering 

| that there were 18 player surgeries in the 
} past year. 


1 
H QB Nick Noce, TB Antonio Warren, 
| TB Shermar Bracey, K Eric Neihouse, 


CB-PR James Johnson 


OVERVIEW 


The defending league champs surprised 
the league last season by winning the 

_ Sun Belt title, and they should contend 
for another crown this time around. The 
Indians are good, but they don’t have the 

__ best talent in the league, with the need 

__ of finding capable players at quarterback 
and tailback most pressing. 
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Hoping to Build on First Sun Belt Title, Bowl Game 


OFFENSE 


A 6-6 finish might not seem impressive, 
but it was enough to give Arkansas State its 
first conference championship since 1986 
and its first-ever Division I-A bowl game. 

“We've got a chance to get better and 
better,” coach Steve Roberts said. 

For that to happen, the Indians must 
have a healthy summer in the training 
room following 18 player surgeries in the 
past year. The Indians must also replace 
quarterback Nick Noce and_tailbacks 
Antonio Warren and Shermar Bracey. 

Redshirt sophomore Travis Hewitt, the 
only quarterback with any game experi- 
ence, spent the spring competing with 
redshirt freshman Corey Leonard. 

Warren and Bracey combined for 
3,001 yards in the past two seasons. Now, 
the Indians are looking for a capable tail- 
back or two among a group that includes 
junior Chris Easley, sophomore Chris 
James and redshirt freshmen Cedric 
Wilkerson and Reggie Arnold. 

Whoever wins the job will run behind 
the tenacious blocking of sixth-year sen- 
ior fullback Oren O’Neal. 

The Indians return depth and experi- 
ence at receiver, led by junior Levi 
Dejohnette. 

Improving depth and _ experience 
should help ASU offset the loss of two 
starters on a line led by three-year starter 
Tanner Jenkins at center and talented 


sophomore Matt Mandich at left tackle. 


DEFENSE 


Nine starters and several key reserves 
return for a defense that should be partic- 


ularly tough up front. 


Improved depth along the line allowed 
the Indians to have a productive spring 
despite the absence of four linemen. 
Senior tackle Jamarrow James returns for 
his third season as a starter. 

The linebackers adapted well to the 
switch from a 4-2-5 to a 4-3 defense last 
fall and return five experienced players, 
including starters Devrett Wade, Koby 
McKinnon and Ben Owens. 

First-team All-Sun Belt strong safety 
Tyrell Johnson returns after leading the 
team with 83 solo tackles (112 overall). 
He had 20 solo stops in the final regular- 
season game against North Texas, setting 
a Sun Belt record with 25 total tackles. 

Johnson, along with free safety Khayyam 
Burns, give ASU the Sun Belt’s best safety 
tandem. That should help alleviate some of 
the concern at cornerback, where injuries 
and inconsistency have created plenty of 


competition for playing time. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


The Indians are starting over at kicker, 
punter and deep snapper. 

Ryan Hoormann missed some of the 
spring with a broken bone in his foot, allow- 
ing Josh Arauco to show his kicking skills. 

The punting duties will most likely fall 
to linebacker-turned-fullback Brett Shrable. 

The Indians must replace single-season 
punt return record holder James Johnson, 
but they are deep in capable return spe- 
cialists, with cornerback Darren Toney, 
running back Chris James, and receivers 
Kevin Jones, Gary Vincent, Jarriel 
Norman and Levi Dejohnette all compet- 
ing. 

— Richard Scott 
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AT A GLANCE 


2-9 overall, 2-5 Sun Belt (T-7th) 


Howard Schnellenberger — At FAU: 28-30, 
5 years; overall: 128-107-3, 21 years 


RETURNING S TAR TERS 


16; 8 offense, 7 Heferse! kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


SS Kris Bartels, LB Cergile Sincere, 
LB Andre Clark, FB Aaron Sanchez, 
FS Troy Pindell, TB Charles Pierre 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Owls have experienced running backs 

and look solid at linebacker. Also, unlike 

_ last year when they lost the bulk of their 

| first recruiting class, the Owls return vet- 
erans throughout their two-deep. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Finding a quarterback has to be the No. 1 
priority, with junior Sean Clayton and 
sophomore McKinson Souverain the top 
candidates, Redshirt freshman Rusty 
Smith also is in the picture. The defensive 
line desperately needs to improve on its 
six-sack total of last season. 


QB Danny Embrick, WR Thomas Parker, 
TE Darrion Porter-Isom, LB Shomari Earls, 
CB Willie Hughley 


The Owls have a veteran team, but being 
unsettled at quarterback is no way to go 
into a schedule that will take them on 
the road for their first five games, includ- 
ing stops at Clemson, Kansas State, 
Oklahoma State and South Carolina. 
Survive those non-conference games, and 
perhaps FAU can make some noise in Sun 
Belt play. 


\, FLORI A TEE aul C = 


<7 S 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC GQWLS FLORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS 


&. 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS 


Tough Early Schedule Could Be Biggest Obstacle 


OFFENSE 


Only three starters must be replaced 
on offense, but one is quarterback Danny 
Embrick. 

Three candidates will vie for the job, 
including Sean Clayton, who had two starts 
in 2005. Redshirt freshman Rusty Smith 
and sophomore McKinson Souverain also 
are in the mix. If Souverain doesn’t win it, 
he’s likely to see time at wide receiver. 

Sophomore tailback Charles Pierre was 
last year’s leading rusher (517 yards), and is 
backed up by junior Dilvory Edgecomb, 
who was second with 295 yards. One 
problem: they combined to average just 
3.5 yards per carry. 

Senior Aaron Sanchez returns at full- 
back after sitting out 2005 with thigh and 
ankle injuries. 

Senior Casey McGahee, the top 
returning receiver, suffered a torn ACL in 
the spring and is expected to miss at least 
part of the season. That leaves sophomore 
Frantz Simeon (18 catches) as the most 
experienced wide receiver. Sophomore 
Jason Harmon had his moments in the 
spring in the battle at tight end. 

Several linemen had starting opportu- 
nities in 2005, including senior Nello 
Faulk and junior Antes Perkins at tackles, 
junior Jarrid Smith at guard, and sopho- 
more Nick Parris at center. 

Brandon Jackson, a sophomore who 
missed 2005 with a knee injury, and 
classmate Jarret McDonald are the top 
candidates at right guard. 


DEFENSE 


Senior Josh Jenkins and sophomore 


Jervonte Jackson are returning starters at 


end and tackle, respectively. 

Sophomores E.J. Jones, who started 
the final two games, and Robert St. Clair, 
who got one start, will compete for the 
starting nod at one end, and sophomores 
Vinnie Henderson and Randy Hunter 
will vie for the nod at tackle. 

Top tackler Shomari Earls is gone, but 
junior Cergile Sincere returns at linebacker. 
He is the only Owl who had more than one 
sack in 2005 — and he only had two. 

Sophomore Andre Clark also is a return- 
ing starter at linebacker. A couple of soph- 
omores, Boston College transfer Frantz 
Joseph and Brad Gagne, are in line for the 
third linebacker slot, and Ole Miss transfer 
Dustin Forston also could figure in. 

Junior strong safety Kris Bartels, with 
82 tackles last season, heads the list of 
returnees in the secondary. Senior Troy 
Pindell, who had two starts and led the 
team with four interceptions, returns at 
free safety where he faces a challenge from 
junior Taheem Acevedo. 

Cornerback will be a critical position 
with the Owls looking for two new 
starters. Quincy Skinner and Rickey 
Bethel are seniors but have little experi- 
ence, and coaches likely will go into the 
fall looking for freshmen to fill the spot. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Sophomore Warley Leroy, who took 
over in midseason when Daniel Kennard 
(since departed) struggled, returns as the 
place-kicker after hitting 1 of 3 field goal 
attempts. The Owls are looking for a suc- 
cessor for punter Mike Brown, with jun- 
ior Mike O’Neill the top candidate. 

— Paul Borden 
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Don Strock —At FIU and overall 15-29, 
4 years 


RE TURNING 5 TARTERS > 
12; 5 offense, 6 defense, punter ; 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Josh Padrick, LB Keyonvis Bouie, 

DE Antwan Barnes, WR Chandler Williams, _ 
TE Samuel Smith a 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


‘in stopping the run, the defense should — 

_ be improved. The Panthers have a veteran — 
at quarterback and are solid at tight end i 
with Smith and his backups, sophomore 
Moses Hinton, junior James Williams and 

redshirt freshman Andy Anderson. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


‘With the first senior class in the pro; 
- gram’s history now departed, Florida 
International faces extensive rebuilding i in 
key areas, especially on the offensive line. 
The Panthers will have to mature quickly 
with two road games (Middle Tennessee 
_and South Florida) to open the season. — 
Depth at wide receiver and running back 


- are concerns. 


FS Nick Turnbull, WR Cory McKinney, 
RB Ben West, iC Victor Cernius, 
PK Adam Moss 


After four consecutive losing seasons, 


the pressure may be beginning to mount — it 
' for a winner for the Panthers. But with — 
_ seven road games, including a first meet- 
ing in the Orange Bowl against Miami 
and games at South Florida, Maryland 
~and Alabama, it's a stretch to see that 
breakthrough year occurring in 2006. 


Inconsistent at ‘times in 2005, Perea 


pe 


Senior QB Leads Fight for Elusive Winning Season 


OFFENSE 
The Golden Panthers hope to build on 


the late-season success they enjoyed in 
2005 when they won four of their last 
five games. 

The good news starts with the return 
of senior Josh Padrick, a three-year starter 
at quarterback who earned second-team 
All-Sun Belt honors last season. He 
topped the league with an average of 
223.7 yards a game passing and has 
thrown for 7,223 yards in his career. 

He welcomes back two favorite targets, 
senior wide receiver Chandler Williams 
(61 catches) and senior tight end Samuel 
Smith (35 in just nine games). There is 
plenty of help behind Smith, including 
sophomore Moses Hinton, who stepped 
in when Smith was lost to a knee injury, 
but little other experience at wide receiver. 

Sophomores Sanchez Anderson (three 
catches in 2005) and Reggie Thompson 
(two) are the only other wideouts who 
have caught a college pass. 

Sophomore tailback A’mod Ned, who 
started the final five games as a true 
freshman, rushed for 375 yards and 4.3 
per carry last season. Redshirt freshman 
John Ellis and incoming freshman 
Chance Attaway will compete for the 
starting job at fullback. 

Senior guard Ronny Silva is the only 


returning starter on the line — and he 
missed much of last season after breaking 
his leg. 


Sophomore Xavier Shannon and jun- 
ior Mike Alvarez have extensive playing 
time, however, and look to take over at 
center and guard. 


DEFENSE 


The six returning starters on defense are 


distributed evenly throughout each level. 

Senior Antwan Barnes, who had 11 
sacks in 2005, and junior Myron Acoff 
return at end. Junior Roland Clarke, 
sophomores Jonas Murrell and Reginald 
Jones and true freshmen Sheldon Jacques 
and Justin West will compete at tackle. 

Senior linebacker Keyonvis Bouie was 
all-conference last season, setting a school 
record with 118 tackles and leading the 
team with three interceptions. 

Senior James Black started near the 
end of last season and flanks Bouie on the 
strongside. Sophomore — Jeremiah 
Weatherspoon, who played in all 11 
games as a true freshman, will compete 
for the weakside spot with redshirt fresh- 
man Artis Warthen Jr. 

Junior Lionell Singleton (two intercep- 
tions in 2005) is back at one corner. 
Senior Chris Smith is the other returning 
starter in the secondary and will be at 
strong safety. 

The big hole to fill will be at free safe- 
ty. Junior Marshall McDuffie Jr. will have 
the first shot at replacing Nick Turnbull. 
Senior Zach Davis and sophomore 
Robert Mitchell will compete for the 
other corner spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Chris Patullo is the early 
favorite to assume place-kicking duties 
after the departure of Adam Moss, who 
was 11 of 14 on field goals last year. 

Patullo was the punter in 2005, but 
averaged only 36.2 yards per attempt, 
and redshirt freshman Dustin Rivest like- 
ly will assume that duty. Rivest also might 
get a challenge from freshman Chris 
Cook. 

— Paul Borden 
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LAPA were 


A LAFAYETTE RAGIN’ CAJUNS LA LAFAYETTE RAGIN’ CAYUNS LA LAPAYETT 


AT A GLANCE 


6-5 overall, 5-2 Sun Belt (T-1st) 


| Rickey Bustle — At Louisiana-Lafayette 
_ and overall: 17-29, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


) 16; 7 offense, 8 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Jerry Babb, RB Tyrell Fenton, 
OL Brandon Cox, DE Anthony Hills, 
LB Mark Risher, DB Michael Adams 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


| The Ragin’ Cajuns have the most devastat- 
} ing running game in the Sun Belt and an 
excellent dual-threat quarterback in sen- 

| ior Jerry Babb. The offensive line also is 
the best in the Sun Belt. Defensively, ULL 
| is excellent at linebacker and in the sec- 
ondary. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Ragin’ Cajuns had problems stopping 
the run at times last season, and that 
remains the biggest question surrounding 
this team. The receiving corps is talented, 
but somewhat inexperienced. 


WR Bill Sampy, OL Justin Ernest, DB Terryl 
Fenton, DE Eugene Kwarteng, LB Tyler 
Norman, DT Curtis Isaac 


ULL was the hottest team in the Sun Belt 
at season's end, but lost out on the 
tiebreaker to Arkansas State, which got 
the league's bid to the New Orleans Bowl. 
ULL has the most talent returning in the 
Sun Belt, and should win it all this sea- 
son as Bustle’s star continues to rise. 


a ae 


Babb's Back to Run Ragin’ Offense 


OFFENSE 


The Ragin’ Cajuns have led the Sun 
Belt in total offense the past two years, 
and 2006 should be no different. 

The return of seven starters, including 
seasoned senior quarterback Jerry Babb and 
the league’s most dominant offensive line, 
makes ULL the team to beat in the Sun Belt. 

Babb missed three games with a shoul- 
der injury last season, throwing for 859 
yards and ranking third on the team in 
rushing at 400 yards. His backup, sopho- 
more Michael Desormeaux, was second 
on the team in rushing (487 yards) and 
threw for 597 yards. 

Desormeaux suffered facial injuries in 
a four-wheeler accident in December but 
should be fine this fall. 

The strength of the offense is the run- 
ning game, which is keyed by the league’s 


best tackle Brandon Cox, who is 6-7 


and 330 pounds. Running back Tyrell 
Fenroy does the rest. He was the Sun Belt 
Freshman of the Year last season, rushing 
for 1,053 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
The Ragin’ Cajuns lost speedster 
receiver Bill Sampy, but Derrick Smith 


(22 receptions) is a solid replacement. 


DEFENSE 


The defense, a work in progress much 
of last season, started to jell late in the 
year, allowing fewer than 19 points per 
game over the final five. 

The defensive line lost three starters, 
including standout end Eugene 
Kwarteng, but Rodney Hardeway is a 
more-than-capable replacement. At the 


other end, Anthony Hills should receive 


all-conference honors. 

Senior tackles Marshall Delesdernier, 
Travis Ferguson and Joe Bradley provide 
good talent, size and experience, and jun- 
ior college transfers Korey Raymond and 
Lamarr Waiters will provide immediate 
depth — if they don’t win starting jobs. 

Junior Mark Risher and sophomore 
Brent Burkhalter return at linebacker; 
they were the team’s leading tacklers in 
2005. Senior Tre’ Green, a returning 
starter, fills out an excellent linebacking 
corps. Wes Simon returns after missing 
most of last season with a concussion. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns have put six defen- 
sive backs into the NFL in the past five 
years, and the secondary is strong again. 

All five cornerbacks return, led by sen- 
ior Michael Adams and junior Kyle Ward. 
Adams, an All-Sun Belt performer last sea- 
son, also is an excellent return specialist. 

Safeties Johnny Felders and Lamar 
Morgan return, although replacing Terryl 
Fenton won't be easy. Newcomers Daylon 
McCoy and Maurice Rolle could eventu- 


ally be factors this season. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

ULL has blocked 23 kicks in the past 
four years, which is what you would 
expect from a team coached by Rickey 
Bustle, who came from special teams- 
focused Virginia Tech. 

Sophomore Drew Edmiston and senior 
punter Brit Framel are battling for the 
starting place-kicking job, and will be 
joined by freshman Tyler Albrecht this fall. 
They are trying to replace all-conference 
kicker Sean Comiskey, a four-year starter. 


— Monte Hale 
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Warhawks Try to Take Flight with New Quarterback 


OFFENSE 


The team nickname is new — hello, 
Warhawks; goodbye, Indians — and so is 
the quarterback. 

Goodbye, 


Kinsmon Lancaster. 


Steven Hello, 


Jyles. 
Jyles is the Sun Belt Conference career 
passing leader. Lancaster, the backup last 
year, threw just 24 passes, but did show 
some skills running the football. He’s the 
projected starter, but redshirt freshman 
Darrell McNeal could get a look as well. 

The Warhawks lost wide receiver 
Drouzon Quillen, who bypassed his final 
season to enter the NFL draft. He was the 
team’s leading receiver last year with 45 
receptions and nine touchdowns. The 
team’s second leading receiver, tight end 
Joey Trappey, graduated. 

Senior Joe Merritt, sophomore Marty 
Humphrey, junior Adam Hogan and sen- 
ior Erroll Hogan were the top wideouts 
coming out of spring practice. 

At tailback, ULM is in good shape 
with junior Calvin Dawson, who rushed 
for 666 yards and seven touchdowns last 
season. He also caught 21 passes. 

The best part of the offense is up front, 
as ULM returns its entire starting offen- 
sive line. 

Juniors Joseph Joseph, Kyle 
Cunningham, Patrick Avinger and Brent 
Gregston, along with sophomore Larry 
Shappley, make up a line as good as any 
in the Sun Belt. 


DEFENSE 


The Warhawks’ defensive line is in 
the opposite situation from the offense, 
needing to replace four starters. 


Some good news is that senior 


Christiaan Cambridge, sophomore 
DeMarcus Carmouche and junior Ricky 
Williams played a lot last season. Redshirt 
freshman Travis Eickman will start at defen- 
sive end, where departed Brandon Guillory 
earned all-conference honors last season. 

The secondary will be ULM’s defen- 
sive strength. The Warhawks, who inter- 
cepted 17 passes a year ago, return their 
top five defensive backs. 

Junior Chaz Williams was an all-con- 
ference selection, intercepting five passes. 
He also was fourth on the team with 46 
tackles. Senior Quintez Secka will start at 
the other corner. 

Senior safety Kevin Payne, who led 
ULM with 87 tackles and intercepted 
two passes last season, is one of the best 
athletes in the Sun Belt. Payne was the 
league's Freshman of the Year in 2003 as 
a tailback ... and this year, he'll also punt. 

Sophomore Josh Thompson will start 
at rover, while Austin Willis will start at 
the other safety position. 

ULM returns senior linebackers Josh 
Alexander and Harry Bradley, who was 
fifth on the team in tackles in 2005. Senior 
Ryan Roussel and sophomore Jeremy Moll 
also will see significant playing time. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Warhawks lost the league’s best 
punter in Joel Stelly, who averaged 44.6 
yards last season. Senior safety Kevin 
Payne is penciled in as the starting 
punter, although junior college transfer 
Chris Symmes could be in the mix. 

Junior place-kicker Ragan Walters 
returns after hitting 6 of 10 field goals last 
season. 

— Monte Hale 
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No echaine Still with the Hiring of Stockstill 


OFFENSE 

The Blue Raiders have been known for 
their offensive prowess since joining 
Division I-A in 1999. 

Then there was last season, when 
Middle Tennessee averaged just 19.1 
points a game. So in comes new coach 
Rick Stockstill, known as a top-notch 
recruiter and developer of offensive talent. 

Stockstill, in the coaching biz for 24 
years, spent the past two seasons as an 
assistant at South Carolina. 

He inherits eight returning starters on 
offense, but questions remain, notably at 
receiver. 

The Blue Raiders have very little expe- 
rience at the position, and little speed. 
Junior Taron Henry, who caught 20 passes 
last season, is a bright spot, perhaps ready 
for a breakout year after a strong spring. 

Jonathan Grigsby, who had five catches 
in the spring game, looks like a starter, too. 
Junior tight end Stephen Chicola caught 
29 passes last season and is capable of more. 

Good news is that senior quarterback 
Clint Marks is a proven passer with 5,425 
career yards. He threw for 2,083 yards, 
with eight touchdowns and seven inter- 
ceptions, last season. 

Senior Eugene Gross is one of the Sun 
Belt’s best tailbacks, rushing for 724 yards 
and 13 touchdowns last season. He also 
caught 33 passes and is the program's 
career leading pass-catcher for a running 
back. 

Junior DeMarco McNair has some work 
to do academically, but could provide an 
excellent one-two combination with Gross. 

The Blue Raiders return four starting line- 
men, led by senior tackle Germayle Franklin. 


DEFENSE 

The Blue Raiders made huge strides 
defensively last season, allowing just 18 
points a game. 

But personnel losses include the Sun 
Belt Defensive Player of the Year — defen- 
sive lineman Jeff Littlejohn — as well as all- 
conference lineman Quinton Staton and 
four-year starting end Devarrick Scandrett. 

Excellent rush ends Sean Mosely and 
Erik Walden return, and there is depth at 
the position. But sophomores Jonathan 
Presley, Trevor Jenkins and Brandon 
Perry must grow up quickly. 

The Blue Raiders return all-conference 
linebacker J.K Sabb, but lost four-year starter 
Dennis Burke, and senior Jonathan Bonner 
was forced to quit because of a neck injury. 

A new defensive scheme calls for faster 
players, which is why Justin Rainey and 
Reggie Doucet moved from safety to line- 
backer. Senior Chance Dunleavy also will 
be key at linebacker. 

Middle Tennessee returns one of the 
best cover corners in the league in junior 
Bradley Robinson, who led the Blue 
Raiders with five interceptions and was the 
team’s fifth-leading tackler with 41 stops. 

Doucet or junior Roy Polite, a part- 
time starter in his first two years, will start 
at the other corner. Jonathan Harris and 
Damon Nickson are experienced safeties. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Senior Colby Smith handled the place- 
kicking and punting duties a year ago. He 
averaged 42.1 yards per punt but made 
just 7 of 16 field goals after converting 15 
of 17 as a sophomore. 
— Monte Hale 
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TROY TROJANS TROY 


AT A GLANCE 


4-7 overall, 3-4 Sun Belt (T-4th) 


_ Larry Blakeney — At Troy and overall: 
199-60-1, 15 years : 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 15; 10 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


) WR Smokey Hampton, WR Gary Banks, 
QB Omar Haugabook, DE Kenny Mainor, 
_ FS Sherrod Martin, CB-PR Leodis McKelvin 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offense is switching to a wide-open 

) passing game, which could take an adjust- 
/ ment, but the Trojans have the depth and 
_ talent at receiver to ease the transition. 

_ Junior college transfer Omar Haugabook 

» could make the whole thing work at quar- 
terback. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


It truly is a lot to ask for the offense to 
be at full speed early in the season. There 
are big holes to fill on defense, too, and 
uncertainty in the kicking game. 
September road games are at Florida 
State, Georgia Tech and Nebraska. 


. DT Torre Lankford, LB Bernard Davis, 
LB Leverne Johnson, CB Johnny Faulk, 
OL Zarah Yisrael, P Thomas Olmstead 


The Trojans need to grow up on defense, 
learn the offense and quickly find a quar- 
terback. It is going to be a rough 
September for this bunch, but there’s 
enough talent here for Troy to be able 

to find its groove and contend in the 
Sun Belt. 


TROJANS TROY TROJANS TROY TROJANS TROY TROJ 


Transfer Quarterback Leads Offensive Renaissance 


OFFENSE 


When Troy took a step in the wrong 
direction in 2005 with a 4-7 record, fin- 
ishing at or near the bottom of the Sun 
Belt Conference in every major offensive 
category, it didn’t take long for coach 
Larry Blakeney to put his foot down. 

Blakeney brought in former Kentucky 
assistant Tony Franklin to overhaul a mori- 
bund offense with a wide-open offensive 
attack. Blakeney added two other assis- 
tants — offensive line coach Matt Moore 
and receivers coach Neal Brown. 

The Trojans appear to have recruited 
the right player to run the offense, signing 
quarterback Omar Haugabook from 
Dodge City (Kan.) Community College. 

The Trojans return senior Carl Meadows 
(seven starts last season) and sophomore 
Julian Foster (four starts), but it was 
Haugabook who stood out in the spring, 
completing 27 of 38 passes for 276 yards 
and three touchdowns in one scrimmage. 

Haugabook will have plenty of good 
targets, led by senior receiver Smokey 
Hampton and junior receiver Gary 
Banks. But none of the returning backs, 
led by junior Kenny Cattouse, rushed for 
more than 314 yards last season. 

The offensive line needs two new tack- 
les. Sophomore Will Chambliss stepped 
up at one spot while senior Rob Austin 
moved from tight end to claim the other 
spot. Seniors Kirbie Bodiford and Zach 
Yenser return at right guard and center. 


DEFENSE 


The defense is undergoing extensive 
changes with the loss of seven starters and 
a coach. 


Jeremy Rowell and Mike Pelton will be 
co-defensive coordinators, with Pelton 
coaching the entire defensive line after Troy 
lost co-coordinator/tackles coach Ricky Logo 
to Vanderbilt. Newcomer Benjy Parker will 
coach the linebackers and Brian Turner 
moves to defense to coach the safeties. 

The four returning starters — strong 
safety Brannon Condren, end Kenny 
Mainor, linebacker Marcus Richardson 
and free safety Sherrod Martin — give 
Troy something to build on, but a lot of 
other holes must still be filled. 

‘Two projected starters — Martin and 
end Boo Smith — missed contact work 
in the spring due to injuries. 

“We have a whole list of folks on the 
depth chart who haven't played, and we 
are going to have to do a lot of growing 
up,” Rowell said. 

Another challenge will be creating 
turnovers. Troy ranked among the 
national leaders in turnovers for three 
years, but forced just 15 last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Nickel back Leodis McKelvin earned 
All-Sun Belt honors as a return specialist 
last season, averaging 12.6 yards per punt 
return and 26 yards on kick returns. He 
scored a touchdown each way. 

He also is expected to start at corner- 
back this season. 

The Trojans must replace Thomas 
Olmstead, a four-year starter as a punter 
and kickoff specialist. Junior kicker Greg 
Whibbs must improve after making only 
11 of 20 field goals last year. Whibbs and 
senior Jason Wright will compete for 
both the punting and kicking roles. 


— Richard Scott 
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TECH BULLDOGS LA TECH BULLDOGS LA 


AT A GLANCE 


7-4 overall, 6-2 WAC (T-3rd) 


Jack Bicknell IIT — At Louisiana Tech and 
overall: 40-42, 7 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


11; 7 offense, 2 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH — 


RB Freddie Franklin, WR Eric Newman, 
WR Johnathan Holland, LB Brannon 
Jackson, FS Dez Abrams, K Danny 
Horwedel 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Bulldogs have returning starters and 
depth at running back, receiver and tight 
-end, although perhaps not a certifiable 
star. There is returning experience in the 
kicking ‘game and speed at linebacker. 
(And, hey, the memorabilia donations of 
ex-Bulldog Terry Bradshaw helps the 

_ school's visibility.) 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The offense needs a new starting quarter- 
back to be solid and not short-circuit 
what should be a good unit. There is a 
lack of proven experience throughout the 

_ defense, which could be thrashed in 
early-season games at Nebraska, Texas 

_ A&M and Clemson. 


QB Matt Kubik, LG Aaron Lips, 
C Marcus Stewart, CB Tramon Williams, 
LB Barry Robertson, LB Byron Santiago 


Better offensive balance and a solid kick- 
ing game should help, but developing a 
quarterback and the defense will be the 
keys to another winning record and a pos- 

sible bowl. A return to the level of the 
past two seasons — tying for third in the 
WAC each time — is a worthy goal, 


TECH 


BULLDOGS LA TECH BULLD 


Rebuilt Defense Holds Key to Staying High in the WAC 


OFFENSE 


Louisiana Tech is ready to build on last 
year’s progress, and seven returning offen- 
sive starters suggest the Bulldogs will con- 
tinue to sufficiently move the ball and 
score points. 

But some of that depends on the new 
quarterback. 

With the graduation of Matt Kubik, 
juniors Zac Champion and Joe Danna, 
and redshirt freshman Michael Mosley, 
competed for the starting job in the 
spring. Champion took the lead, but 
Mosley was closing the gap. 

At tailback, the suspension of Mark 
Dillard and an injury to Patrick Jackson 
allowed junior Freddie Franklin to tight- 
en his grip on the starting job. 

The Bulldogs return last year’s two lead- 
ing receivers in seniors Eric Newman and 
Johnathan Holland, and also their two most 
experienced tight ends, senior Anthony 
James and sophomore Anthony Harrison. 

The offensive line returns three starters 
— right tackle Ryan Considine, right 
guard Marcus Lindsey and left tackle 
Tyler Miller — but must replace three- 
time All-WAC guard Aaron Lips and 
three-year starting center Marcus Stewart. 

The Bulldogs are counting on senior 
Jacob Peeler to take over at center, but 
sophomore guards David Accardo and 
Ben Harris still have a lot to prove. 


DEFENSE 


Replacing nine defensive starters will be 
most difficult up front, where Tech lost all 
three starters from its 3-4 scheme. Junior 
noseguard Josh Muse stepped up as a leader 
in the spring, but he’s only one player. 


“We are going to be playing a lot of 
newcomers,” coach Jack Bicknell III said. 
“That doesn’t necessarily mean we won't 
be good. We are going to be relying on 
young guys; it’s as simple as that.” 

Junior Brannon Jackson leads a pack 
of young linebackers that lost three 
accomplished starters. Sophomore Quin 
Harris is a candidate for one starting spot 
after finishing strong last season, while 
Marquis Spurgon’s move from safety to 
outside linebacker improved the posi- 
tion’s speed and competition. 

Senior free safety Dez Abrams is the 
lone returning starter in a secondary that 
also lost some key reserves. 

Sophomore Weldon Brown moved from 
tailback to strong safety and provided quali- 
ty depth and competition in the spring, and 
junior Mark Dillard returns in August after 
clearing up legal problems in the spring. 

The competition will also continue at 
cornerback, where Sandy Ray Collins and 
Anthony Moss emerged from spring as 
the most likely starters. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Experience is abundant in the kicking 
game. 

Danny Horwedel ranked No. 1 in the 
WAC in scoring and field goals made per 
game. Also back is sophomore punter 
Chris Keagle and kickoff specialist Brad 
Oestriecher, as well as kick returners 
Patrick Jackson and Weldon Brown, and 
punt returner Freddie Franklin. 

The Bulldogs want Keagle to improve 
his average (37.4), but at least he didn’t 
get any blocked. 

— Richard Scott 
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= -OUTH FLORIDA 


AT A GLANCE 


6-6, 4-3 Big East (T-3rd) 


9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 


14; 7 offense, 7 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Carlton Hill, LT Theo Watson, rr} 
WR Amarni Jackson, LB Steven Nicholas, 
CB Mike Jenkins, cB Trae Williams: i} 


tet 


PRIMAR Y STRENGTHS 


ers and are solid at cornerback, which 
should alleviate some of the i inexperience 
up front. The Bulls made a major ‘improve- 


remain the comerstone for success: 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


East's leading rushing in 2005, is high on 


be replaced on the defensive tee pe f 


RB Andre Hall, 0G Frank Davis, 
DE Terrence Royal, DE Jon Simmons, 
C John Miller 


With home games against McNeese State 
and Florida International to open the sea- 


son, the Bulls have the opportunity to get 


off to a quick start. By the time they go 
to UCF for their first road game, they 
should have settled many of their early — 
questions. But getting higher than fourth 
in the Big East will be hard to do. 
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Jim Leavitt — At USF and overall: 61-39, 


The Bulls have a talented trio of lineback- 


ment on defense last year, and it should 


rr] 
Let 


Replacing ‘departed RB Andre Hall, the Aga 


the list, but finding capable replacements — 
for the three lost starters i in the middle of 
the offensive line might prove more criti- — 
cal and more difficult. Three starters must 


Getting Offense on Track a Must 


OFFENSE 

Coach Jim Leavitt watched with more 
than casual interest when Texas beat 
Southern California to win the 2005 nation- 
al championship, especially the part where 
quarterback Vince Young proved unstop- 
pable in rallying the Longhorns to victory. 

It occurred to him that sophomore 
Carlton Hill had similar-style skills and 
could be the remedy to the inconsistency 
the Bulls displayed on offense in 2005, 
which ended with the first shutout loss in 
the program's nine-year history (14-0 to 
North Carolina State in the Meineke Car 
Care Bowl). 

Leavitt and offensive coordinator Rod 
Smith also visited Missouri to take notes 
quarterback Brad Smith, 


another versatile runner and passer. 


on Tigers’ 


“I’m not saying Carlton is in the class 
of those two quarterbacks,” Leavitt said. 
“But his potential is similar in terms of 
his athleticism.” 

One problem: Hill had to tend to aca- 
demic problems in the spring, and wasn’t 
able to solidify the No. 1 spot. 

Leavitt has other options. Senior Pat 
Julmiste has started the bulk of the games 
for the past two seasons and emerged 
from spring with a tentative hold on the 
Redshirt freshman Matt 


Grothe has shown promise, and junior 


starting spot. 


Anthony Severino hopes to get a shot. 
Elsewhere on offense, sophomore Ricky 
Ponton gained a step in the battle to take 
over at running back when promising 
freshman Moise Plancher pulled a ham- 
string the first week of spring practice. 
The Bulls appear well-manned at wide 


receiver, led by juniors Amarri Jackson 
and Jackie Chambers, who were Nos. 2 
and 3 in receptions on the team in 2005. 

Senior Theo Watson and sophomore 
Mark Dile return at the tackles, but three 
new line starters must be found. 


DEFENSE 

USF improved defensively in 2005, 
but now must rebuild up front, where 
three starters were lost. Senior Tavarious 
Robinson is the lone returnee and can 
play both tackle and end. Juniors Jarriett 
Buie and Richard Clebert along with 
sophomore Josh Julmiste, younger broth- 
er of Pat, look to fill the holes. 

Linebacker looks to be the strength of 
the defense with 
Nicholas and Pat St. Louis and junior 
Ben Moffitt. Nicholas is being touted for 
All-America honors and St. 
started 23 straight games. 


seniors 


Stephen 


Louis has 


The secondary, too, is filled with vet- 
erans. Juniors Trae Williams and Mike 
Jenkins are solid at the corners, and soph- 
omore Danny Verpaele, who missed the 
2005 season because of a broken foot, 
was a freshman All-American at free safe- 
ty in 2004. He will move to strong safety 
to make room for converted quarterback 
Louis Gachette. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sophomore Mike Benzer, who lost the 
starting job last year, will resume his place- 
kicking duties, and incoming freshman 
Delbert Alvarado will battle sophomore 
William Criswell for the punting job. 


— Paul Borden 
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